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® CITIZEN. HOW THE WORLD TELLS TIME. 


N. D. LIMITS 


ASTER AQUALAND 


You choose to go where few men dare. Citizen 
has a similar reputation. Heralded as the first 
diving watch with a depth sensor, the Citizen 
Promaster Aqualand series is the leading choice 
of professional divers. Displaying present and 
maximum depth, elapsed time and water 
temperature, theyre water-resistant to 200 meters. 
Safety alarms indicate depth, dive time and 
baitery life. One Aqualand is even PC compatible 
so it keeps records of your dives. With 15 models 
to choose from, there’s one that will meet every 
challenge you do. Promaster. The most advanced 
collection of sports watches in the world. 


ZALES 


THE DIAMOND STORE 
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EDITORIAL 


September 21, 1996: Trash It! 


his month, 

the largest 
event in the his- 
tory of the div- 
ing world will 
take place. It will 
be held in every 
state, and in 
more than 84 countries around the 
world. It is the second International 
Underwater Cleanup, where volunteer 
divers and their families donate a little bit 
of their time to the U/W world. As the un- 
derwater component of the International 
Beach Cleanup Day, we will link hands 
(and gloves) with more than 200,000 citi- 
zens who care about the environment. 

Underwater Cleanups are organized 
by dive stores, companies, instructors 
and concerned divers in every state. 
Some (such as Laguna Beach, 
California) attract hundreds of divers. 
Others are limited to just a group of 
friends. The volunteers work lots of hours 
behind the scenes coordinating the 
events and they can use all the help they 
can get. That’s where you come in. As a 
diver or snorkeler you can participate in 
any of the events. All you have to dois 
call your local coordinator and find out 
the place and time of the Underwater 
Cleanup being held closest to you. The 
organizers provide garbage bags and 
take care of reporting the amount and 
type of trash that’s picked up. We do the 
picking up part. 

The main purpose of the Underwater 
Cleanup is not just the environment. 
Thanks to the ongoing efforts of The 
Center for Marine Conservation (a found- 
ing co-sponsor of the event), there’s a 
larger story to tell than just picking up 
trash. The data the volunteers collect is 
compiled into a very impressive report 
that details the type and amount of 
garbage collected. This report is then 
distributed to lawmakers, government 
officials, environmental groups and citi- 
zen action groups to call attention to the 
very serious problem of marine debris. 

Marine debris is more than just a fancy 
name for trash. A plastic six pack holder, 
tossed into a landfill, poses little threat to 
the environment. Although it won't de- 
compose for several hundred years, it 
doesn’t greatly affect the environment. 
That same six pack holder, tossed over- 
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board or into any of Our oceans, seas or 
local waters, can injure, maim and kill ma- 
rine life, aquatic birds and mammals. 
Many types of trash are much better suit- 
ed to slow decomposition in a landfill or 
other types of topside handling, because 
their decomposition underwater (which is 
Usually rapid) often exudes toxins that are 
hazardous to the entire marine system. 
This is the larger issue of the Underwater 
Cleanup, one which says we have to stop 
using our waters to get rid of our trash. 
Just because it sinks out of sight does not 









mean it ceases to impact the environ- 
ment. In many cases, trash underwater 
causes much more destruction than the 
same debris topside and hence our con- 
certed underwater cleanup effort. 

By joining one of the thousands of vol- 
unteer cleanup efforts, we are sending a 
strong message to our fellow citizens. 
First, it’s wrong to dump your trash in our 
waterways. Second, we’re going to keep 
cleaning it up until there’s none left. And 
third, we’re coming after the folks who 
think it’s OK to trash our oceans! Many of 
the volunteer organizers, appropriately 
earning the unofficial title of Trash Captain, 
will also invite local radio, T.V. and news- 
paper representatives to the events. Last 
year, there were thousands of stories 
printed and reported on U/W Cleanups 
around the world. With just a few hours of 


volunteer effort, our message for cleaner 
waterways went way beyond the 17,000 
participants and reached millions of peo- 
ple. That is a good thing. 

The International Underwater Cleanup 
would not be possible without the un- 
sung efforts of the many volunteers who 
make the event happen. To each and ev- 
ery one, our heartfelt thanks for not only 
caring about our local waters but doing 
something about it! And, to all of you who 
participate in Cleanups, large and small, 
again, our thanks. Make sure your local 
media know about it as well! In addition 
to the efforts of the Center for Marine 
Conservation, we should also tip our hat 
in the direction of PADI International for 
its critical role in helping create the event. 
lts efforts in helping dive stores and in- 
structors plug into the international effort 
were incredible, and worth perhaps triple 
its sizable dollar contribution. The 
world’s largest certification agency is al- 
so showing us it is as comynitted to a 
cleaner ocean as we are. 

The other critical player behind the 
scenes is Ocean Futures, the environ- 
mental arm of a broad based industry 
coalition known as DEMA. The efforts of 
both of these organizations often go un- 


-% noticed but it’s fair to say we wouldn't 


have an Underwater Cleanup without its 
support as well. Whenever possible, 
SKIN DIVER lends its help and support to 
all these organizations and to the volun- 


a teers as well, since we can’t think ofa 


project which has such a direct payback 
in terms of cleaner water! 

The next six pages of this special issue 
are dedicated to the volunteers who give 
generously of their time, money and ef- 
fort to the Underwater Cleanup. The best 
way we Can all say thanks to them is to 
set aside a couple of hours on 
September 21st and join these divers in 
helping to clean up our waterways. Don't 
be surprised, divers being divers, if you 
happen to have a good time as well. 

Body Glove is dedicating a couple of 
spots on its company boat to the staffers 
at SDM during the U/W Cleanup. On 
September 21, look for me just offshore in 
Southern California. Apparently, | got the 
job as trash counter in addition to being a 
collector. I’m up for it and hope you'll join in 
the effort as well. Mark your calendars, 
please: September 21, 1996. Trash It! = 
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Underwater Cleanups 
Call the Trash Captain Closest to You! 


ALABAMA 
State Coord. 
Cathy Schimmel 
(834) 621-1541 


Birmingham 
Chuck Pawlinson 
(205) 854-0700 


Dothan 
Lou Pennington 
(834) 702-1790 


ALASKA 
State Coord. 
Van Vining 
(907) 486-1825 


Ketchikan 

Alaska Diving Service 
Kevin Doran 

(907) 225-4667 


ARIZONA 
State Coord. 
Leandra Lewis 
(602) 274-0494 
Page 

Twin Finn, Inc. 
Steven Cassens 
(502) 645-3114 


Mesa 

El Mar Diving Center 
Amy Lingnowski/ 
Michael Strong 
(602) 833-297 1 


Phoenix 

Scuba Specialities 
Kendall Botellio 
(602) 504-1112 


ARKANSAS 
State Coord. 
Lee Inabinet 
(501) 988-0445 


Mena 
Carlene Hooker 
(501) 394-5174 


Mountain Home 
Mary Jo Augustine 
(501) 492-5300 


North Little Rock 
Rick Newton 

(501) 753-6004 
Van Buren 

Jeff Donnell 

(501) 474-3400 
CALIFORNIA 
State Coord. 
Chris Parry or Amy Wiens 
(415) 904-5216 
Center For Marine 
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Conservation 
(415) 391-6204 


Arcata 
Dave Varshock 
(707) 822-8186 


Bieber 
Dennis O’Brien 
(916) 299-3253 


Camp Pendelton 
The Scuba School 
Dave Burch 

(619) 725-5910 


Chula Vista 
Angela Parra 
(619) 691-0188 


Costa Mesa 
Bottom Time Scuba 
Kim Woods 

(714) 645-3483 


Danville 

Dive Tech International 
Angel Lavin 

(510) 743-8808 


Fresno 
Steven Ray Bristow 
(209) 875-3496 


Fullerton 

Jim Inglebretson 
(714) 526-7412 
Sea Ventures 
Roger 

(714) 871-2218 


Hillsborough 
Kirsten Woods 
(415) 344-19778 


irvine 

Liburdi’s Scuba Center 
Joe Liburdi 

(714) 857-6722 


Los Angeles 
Betsy Suttle 
(810) 315-636 


Malibu 

Malibu Divers 
Grant W. Graves 
(310) 456-2396 


Montebello 
Al Valenzuela 
(213) 724-6472 


Monterey 

Joanne Garden 
(408) 372-9235 
Aquarius Dive Shop 
Laurie Heulga 

(408) 375-1933 


Montrose 
Tom Bobnas 
(818) 248-3327 


N. Hollywood 
Moiby Montgomery 
(818) 509-0736 


Orange 

Pacific Wilderness 
Mitch Asher 

(714) 997-5506 


Oxnard 

Pacific Scuba Center, Inc. 
Lisa A. Lazar 

(805) 984-2566 


Pasadena 

Barnacle Busters Scuba 
Club Ann Geiger 

(818) 792-1655 


Rocklin 

Parker Whitney School 
Mary Manner 

(916) 878-7166 
Nautilus Diving & Sports 
Jeff Ross 

(916) 624-3481 


Rohnert Park 

David Summer 

(707) 528-4110 

Rohnert Park Dive Center 
Edward Whitt 

(707) 584-2323 


San Bernardino 
Michelle Dyek 
(909) 887-3599 


San Diego 
David Tory 
(619) 457-7522 


San Francisco 
Kevin Goss 

(415) 567-4863 
Sea Service Corp. 
N. Zoggas 

(415) 789-7681 


San Jose 
Michael! Burns 
(415) 969-91 12, ext. 5442 


Santa Maria 

Santa Maris Dive Club 
Jerry Schons 

(805) 922-0076 


Trabuco Canyon 
Divers’ Discount Supply 
Melinda Herndon 

(714) 459-9400 


Vista 
Bart Dixson 
(619) 438-9121 


Westminster 
WCSI/Coral Reef 
John Land 

(714) 891 5550 


COLORADO 
State Coord. 
Carl Fox 

(719) 5381-7100 


Aurora 
Robert Bencomo 
(3803) 690-5642 


Denver 

Renee Ekeheiem 
(303) 777-2065 
Julie Young 

(303) 615-5792 


Evergreen 
ill Stoll 
(808) 674-8163 


Fort Collins 

High Plains Scuba Center 
Jim Johnson 

(970) 493-8562 


CONNECTICUT 
State Coord. 
Peg Van Patten 
(860) 445-3459 


Fairfield 
Pat Franz 
(203) 746-15852 


Lyme 
Bill Calkins 
(203) 739-6527 


Manchester 

Aquatic Advnetures, Inc. 
Alan Levesque 

(860) 533-9565 


Middletown 
Kara Cruoglio 
(860) 685-4417 


Mystic 
Michael Drab 
(208) 572-9517 


New Haven 

Mike D’aiuto 

(203) 389-1234 — 

N. Wyndham 

Jeff Dickerson 

(203) 450-1455, ext 3 


Norwalk 

Rex Diving Center 
Jon Wilkins 

(208) 853-4148 


Plymouth 

Chris Lebel 

(208) 283-0712 
Tolland 

Diver’s Den of Tolland 
Michelle Amaden 
(860) 870-9737 
DELAWARE 

State Coord. 


David Small 
(302) 739-4506 


Wilmington 
Shannon McDowell 
(3802) 656-2326 


FLORIDA 
State Coord. 
Bruce Ryan 
(813) 895-2188 


Cooper City 
Bob Huder 
(954) 450-8884 


Coral Gables 
Joanna Blakely 
(805) 689-6353 


Ft. Myers 

Sea Sports & Scuba 
Dawson Cochran 
(941) 3384-4616 


Ft. Myers Beach 
Seahorse Scuba 
Bill Warren 

(914) 454-3111 


Homestead 
Vicky Myer 
(B05) 248-8033 
Jensen Beach 
Ron Napolitano 
(407) 692-3412 


Key Largo 

Dixie Divers of Key Largo 
Carlos Serra 

(305) 453-9588 
Discovery Dive 

Jack Vandelaar 

(805) 453-9630 


Land O’ Lakes 

Land O’ Lakes Scuba Ctr. 
Joyce Gordy 

(813) 996-3843 


Largo 
Brian McGarry 
(813) 580-2573 


Longwood 
Amy Duvall 
(407) 830-0536 
Miami 

Marissa Hogan 
(G05) 624-8360 
Clara Delgado 
(805) 470-1287 
Ricardo Silva 
(809) 221-2262 
Playa Dorada Resort & 
Casino 

Jennifer Vitali 
(809) 586-5668 
Pana Divers 
Roberto Matheu 








(502) 234-3870 
Dolphin Dive Center 
Massimiliano Scerra 
(809) 571-0535 
Diver's Center 
Janessa Hernandez 
Fleming 

(588) 165-8848 
Diver’s Center: 

Luis Bermudez 
(588) 292-1229 


New Port Richey 
Ravi Gaddam 
(813) 848-5085 
Lillian Penny 

(904) 842-3762 | 


Orlando 
Charlene Sprague 
(407) 273-3585 


Pasadena 
Shawn Ward 
(813) 343-4790 


Spring Hill 
Mark Kimberly 
(904) 596-7928 


St. Petersburg 
Betty Daskie 
(813) 360-5200 


Sunrise — 
Leah Kedeierski 
(305) 741-3031 


Tavernier 

Floridaze Dive Center 
Bob Lanning 

(805) 852-1432 


Vero Beach 

Dixie Divers of Vero Beach 
Derick Sutton 

(561) 770-1188 


West Palm Beach 
Matthew Fair 
(407) 793-8123 


Wilton Manors 
Chris Askervold 
(805) 565-2460 


Winterhaven 
Michelle Daly 
(813) 299-5613 


GEORGIA 
State Coord. 
Larry Shaffield 
(912) 356-3672 


Atlanta 
Tom Peary 
(404) 688-3305 


Bloomingdale 
Lisa Barnes 
(912) 748-7132 


Cartersville 
Tony Largin 
(404) 606-8123 
Duluth 

Jim Shaw 

(404) 418-1613 


La Grange 
John Whitney 
(706) 882-7794 


Roswell 

Sea Ventures 
Lee Bates 
(770) 992-3772 


Suwanee 
Brandon Ryan 
(770) 623-1883 


St. Simons Island 
Island Dive center 
Judy Wright 

(912) 688-6590 


Warner Robins 
Liz Stoldt 
(912) 953-7658 


HAWAII 

State Coord. 
Chris Woolaway 
(808) 956-2872 
Aiea 

Ocean Concepts 
Carl Vincenti 
(808) 484-1238 


Honolulu 

James Shillito 

(808) 973-9675 

The Dive Authority 
Rick Kennedy 

(808) 596-7234 
South Seas Agautics 
Shojiro Kaku 

(808) 922-0852 

The Beach 

Captain Bruce Besser 


(808) 737-7966 


Kailua-Kona 
Eco-Adventures 
Warren D’Aquin 
(808) 329-7116 
Mike Farmer 
(808) 325-7116 


Dan Davis 
(808) 329-0132 


Kaneohe 
Ocean Concepts 
Carl Vincenti 
(808) 254-7669 


Kapaa, Kauai 

Dive Kauai Scuba Center 
Andi Lee/Mlichael Gough 
(808) 822-0452 


Kihei-Maui 
Masaki Tabata 
(800) 879-6300 


Lahaina 

Capt. Nemo’s 
Laura Scott 

(808) 661-5555 
Lahaina Divers, Inc. 
Greg Howeth 

(808) 667-6280 


Happy Maui Diving & Tours 


Michael Miller 
(808) 669-0123 


Waianae 

West Beach Dive Center 
Deane Brown 
(808) 696-6285 
Mahi Divers 

Rick Kennedy 
(808) 696-7200 
Ocean Concepts 
Jim Bryem 

(808) 677-7975 
Waipaau 

Ocean Concepts 


Jim Lauderdale 
(808) 677-7975 


IDAHO 

State Coord. 
Scott Barker 
(208) 525-3694 


ILLINOIS 
State Coord. 
Jeff Schmid 
(812) 939-0838 


Alsip 
Scuba Emporium 
Patrick Hammer 
(800) 778-DIVE 


Bartonville 
Charles Emig 
(809) 697-6153 


Champaign 

Midwest Scuba Center 
Brad Knop 

(217) 352-3118 


Mt. Prospect 
Mike Kolanko 
(708) 392-0964 


Rockford 
Brent Persson 
(815) 877-1499 


INDIANA 

State Coord. 

Kellie Glenn 

(219) 473-4246 

Kirklin 

Taka Dive Scuba Center 
Evelyn L. Harcourt 

(317) 279-9867 


Noblesville 
Scuba Quest 
Tom Witmer 
(317) 773-4837 


Valparaiso 


Scuba Tank 
Greg Gilliam 
(219) 477-4454 


IOWA 

Davenport 

Mars Marine & Dive Shop 
Scott Jones 

(319) 324-8771 


Elkhart 
Tom Thompson 
(219) 262-7501 


KANSAS 
Overland Park 
Darin Duffin 
(913) 451-6238 


KENTUCKY 
Paducah 

Bob Cherry 
(502) 443-1141 


Owensboro 

Dolphin Dive Center, Inc. 
Allen Short 

(502) 684-2006 


LOUISIANA 

State Coord. 
Gwendolyn R. Emick 
(504) 765-0249 
Slidell 

Coral Reef Dive Shop 


Milanie Morgan 
(504) 641-9888 


MASSACHUSETTS 
State Coord. 
Anne Donovan 


Steve Barrett 
(617) 727-9530, ext. 413 


Edgartown 
Peter Bundy 
(508) 627-4619 


Medford 
Valerie Pajak 
(617) 395-4442 


North Hampton 
Richard Laroche 
(413) 854-4266 


South Deerfield 
Ted Cycz 
(413) 665-4042 


MAINE 

State Coord. 
Laura Taylor 
(207) 287-3261 


Bass Harbor 
Elaine Eaton 
(207) 244-5751 


Scarborough 
Dennis Dorsey 
(205) 772-2592 


MARYLAND 
State Coord. 
Marie Youngs 
(410) 629-1538 


Baltimore 
Lucretia Stopa 
(410) 342-2814 
Ben Harper 
(410) 866-4124 
Pat Nell 

(410) 325-6656 


Becker 
Michelle Suhsen 
(612) 261-5166 


Faliston 
Knight Diver, Inc. 
Keith Thomas 


Frederick 

Brass Anchor Scuba 
Center 

Judy Brady 

(801) 663-0363 


Glen Burnie 
Phillio O’ Brien 
(410) 761-0473 
Lusby 

Dave Lundnall 
(801) 862-2993 


Oakland 
Kathy Savage 
(301) 387-8035 


Pasadena 
Yavonne Stewart 
(410) 437-8881 
Silver Spring 
Elizabeth Waltkins 
(801) 236-9439 


MICHIGAN 
State Coord. 
Tanya Cabala 
Liz England 
(616) 722-5116 


Ferndale 
Walter Johnson 
(801) 456-1972 


Grand Rapids 
Robert Wackley 


(616) 954-9740 


Grand Haven 
Paul Gyles 
(616) 847-6000 


Muskegon 

West Michigan Dive 
Center 

Dan Bloom 

(616) 755-3771 


Shelby Township 
Neil Dye 
(810) 254-2956 


St. Claire Shores 
Advanced Aquatics Diving 
Jill Wrubell 

(810) 779-8777 


MINNESOTA 
State Coord. 
Kinnan Stauber 
(218) 722-6255 


Coon Rapids 
Brainard Janicki 
(612) 757-9769 


Crosby 
Rob Geskie 
(218) 546-6543 


Fridley 
Bryan Foster 
(612) 786-7565 


St. Cloud 

Underwater Sports, Inc. 
Muriel Soychala 

(820) 251-8967 


MISSISSIPPI 
State Coord. 
Lynn Lofton 
(601) 385-5860 


Pattyburg 
Veronica Serpas 
(601) 264-2653 


MISSOURI 

State Coord. 
Alissa Block 

(814) 935-4259 (fax) 


Joplin 

Dive Masters 
Jim Murphy 
(417) 624-4400 


St. Charles 

Great American Diving 
Steven Olfe 

(314) 949-0880 


MONTANA 

State Coord. 
Steve Lantz 

(406) 585-9926 
Billings 
Aadventure Scuba 
Michael Georgeson 
(406) 259-7363 


Great Falls 

Terry Armstrong 
(406) 727-1750 
Lewistown 

Maury Vance 

(406) 538-3041 
Missoula 

Odyssey Diving, Inc. 
Mlike & Shelly Peretti 
(406) 543-4837 


NEBRASKA 
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State Coord. 
Joe Tyler 

(402) 560-2026 
Philippe Caterino 
(702) 265-6952 


Carson City 
Explorer Post 130 
Strictly Scuba 
(702) 884-3483 


Omaha 


Heartland Scuba Center 


Kris Bastron 
(402) 492-8844 


Sparks 
Kim Farsier 
(702) 359-2455 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
State Coord. 
Kristine Cheetham 
(603) 271-2155 


Gilford 
Scott Yale 
(603) 293-0888 


Laconia 
Danille Wurster 
(603) 528-7746 


NEW JERSEY 
State Coord. 
Virginia Lofton 
(609) 292-3224 
Cindy Zipf 
(908) 872-0111 
Richard Merion 
(609) 492-0222 


Edison 
Diane Kalesso 
(908) 906-6999 


Fairfield 
Rich Etzel 
(201) 227-1617 


Franklin Park 
Sheila Schmidt 
(908) 297-8461 


Jackson 
Bruce Martinez 
(908) 928-3348 


Jersey City 
Joan Mcmanara 
(201) 798-2722 


Little Falls 
James Gilchrist 
(201) 256-0555 


Long Branch 
Vince Zarcaro 
(908) 222-6117 


Long Brand 
Roger Pitman 
(908) 229-3017 


West Deptford 
Richard Gershman 
(609) 768-8272 


NEW MEXICO 
State Coord. 
Julie Wright 
(505) 988-5566 


Farmington 

Betty Hurd 

(505) 325-2728 

New Mexico School of 
Diving 

Mac Heard 

(505) 325-2728 


6 SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 


Ruidoso 
Rust Warwick 
(505) 257-2172 


NEW YORK 
State Coord. 
Barbara Cohen 
(718) 471-2166 
Don Riepe 
(718) 684-6467 


Bronx 
Neil Bellamy 
(718) 654-7255 


Elvin 
John Hall 
(516) 736-0121 


Fulton 
Ron Clark 
(315) 555-12 t2 


Howell 
Joel Bernstein 
(908) 462-4279 


Linderhurst 
Nancy Obermeyer 
(516) 956-1803 


Long Island 
Bob Pendneault 
(516) 471-2481 


Nesconset 
Richard Rosgaard 
(516) 366-0659 


New York 
Mark Hookey 
(212) 772-8900 
Angela Cona 
(212) 221-1777 
Nancy Place 
(516) 938-0923 
Lou Demayo 
(212) 304-0094 


Pennfield 
Bill Nyhof 
(716) 381-3538 


Rock Tavern 
Richard Worthington 
(914) 496-8642 


Rye Brook 
Larry Nissman 
(914) 738-2808 


Staton Island 
Eileen Riveria 
(718) 442-5112 


Williamsville 
Jim Morobido 
(716) 633-4405 


NORTH CAROLINA 
State Coord. 

Judy Bolin 

(919) 828-6686 


Beaufort 
Discovery Dive Co. 
Eva Oberdoenster 
(919) 728-2265 


Charlotte 
Tracy Sterling 
(704) 344-0030 


Fayetteville 
Aqua-Nut Dive Service 
Sharon de Villier 

(910) 864-3577 


Morehead City 
Olympus Dive Center 


Brad Lally 
(919) 726-9432 


New Bern 
Mary Hall 
(919) 683-4222 


Raleigh 
Elizabeth Driscoll 
(919) 387-5766 


Sneads Ferry 


Vision Quest Dive Center 


Terry D. Kennedy 
(910) 327-0245 


Wilmington 
Jason Adams 
(910) 772-9875 


NORTH DAKOTA 
Mandan 

Scuba One 

Randy Craft 

(701) 224-9754 


OHIO 

State Coord. 
Johanna Gudorf 
(419) 245-2514 


Concord 
Jerry Ciaddick 
(216) 6389-1047 


Cleveland Heights 
Alan Bundy 
(216) 382-1630 


Lorain 
Brady Polansky 
(216) 244-2246 


OKLAHOMA 
Bend 

David McGee 
(541) 389-6234 
Jack McGowan 
(503) 647-9855 


Homing 
Felix Nance 
(918) 885-6804 


Oklahoma City 
Benny Ellis 

(405) 424-0136 
Jamie Miller 
(405) 840-9218 


Overbrook 
Evon Phipps 
(405) 223-6494 


Tulsa 
Mark W Robert 
(918) 749-0676 


OREGON 
State Coord. 
Bill Hastie 
(503) 867-4741 


Roseburg 
Eddie Schueizer 
(503) 673-1253 


PENNSYLVANIA 
State Coord. 
Don Guerrein 
(814) 838-5138 
Leni Herr 

(717) 777-3796 


Jersey Shore 
Sunken Treasurer 
Rich Best 

(717) 398-1458 


Merion Station 


Tracy Johnson 
(610) 667-3091 


Philadelphia 
Joseph Masciantonio 
(215)365-7857 


Pittsburgh 

Splash Water Sports 
Susan Dugan 

(412) 581-5577 


RHODE ISLAND 
State Coord. 
Eugenia Marks 
(401) 949-5454 


Newport 
Matthew Ducan 
(401) 849-3605 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
State Coord. 

Leigh J. Handal 

(803) 727-2078 


Hilton Head Island 
Island Scuba Dive & Travel 
Catharine Pelletier 

(803) 689-3244 


Little River 
Karen Millia 
(803) 399-4258 


Murrells Inlet 
Inlet Dive 

S. Carter 

(803) 651-3400 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
State Coord. 
Dennis Lively 
(605) 341-6269 


TENNESSEE 
State Coord. 
Darlene Keith 
(423) 523-9177 


Chattanooga 

Choo Choo Dive Center 
Tim Bagwell 

(423) 899-1008 


Jefferson City 

Smoky Mountains Divers, 
Inc. 

Raubyn Blackburn 

(423) 475-4334 


Knoxville 
Darlene Keith 
(615) 673-8733 
Ski/Scuba Center 
Darlene Keith 
(615) 673-8733 


TEXAS 

State Coord. 
Roxanne Rouse 
(612) 475-1584 


Abilene 
Curtis Robertson 
(915) 677-2822 


Amarillo 

Scuba Training Center 
Dewayne Lee 

(806) 358-0727 


Austin 
Rick Scott 
(512) 448-5114 


Corpus Christi 
Scuba Venture, Terry 
(512) 985-1111 


Dallas 
Serena Chiapetta 
(214) 559-4522 


Huffman 
Brenda Anderson 
(713) 324-7129 


Lubbock 

Best Little Dive Shop in 
Texas 

Matt Mcneme 

(806) 794-3483 


Pasadena 
International Scuba 
Davis L. Graham 
(713) 998-3483 


Piano 
Brad Huff 
(214) 423-3483 


San Antonio 
Tropical Divers 
David Richmond 
(210) 490-3483 


UTAH 

State Coord. 
Matt Pace 
(801) 896-8540 


Cedar City 

Treasure Island Divers 
Craig Loe 

(801) 586-3469 
Clearfield 

Seatopia Pro Divers 
Sherma Jillson 

(801) 776-3483 


Orem 

Thersa Stockaid 
(801) 226-7733 

Absolute Scuba 
Michelle Carlton 
(801) 224-1564 


Logan 

Divers Choice 
Joe Yonk 

(801) 752-1300 


Vernal 

Atlantis Divers 
Michael Weyland 
(801) 789-3616 


VERMONT 
State Coord. 
Rutland 

Rich Morin 
(802) 775-7797 


VIRGINIA 
State Coord. 
Katie Register 
(703) 527-3560 


Alexandria 
Cristina Belen 
(708) 823-7680 


Arlington 
Gary Sztatura 
(703) 351-9781 


Gaithersburg 
Chris Whittemore 
(801) 495-2277 
Harrisonburg 
Kathy’s Scuba 
Kathy Clancy 
(540) 433-3337 
Norfolk 

Divers Unlimited 








Brian Cleary 
(804) 480-3483 


Rawlings 

Lake Rawlins, 
Diving & Camping 
Errol Duplessis 
(804) 478-9000 


WASHINGTON 
State Coord. 

Joan Hauser-Crowe 
(860) 902-8583 

Bill Lucke 

(509) 547-2862 


Aberdeen 
Don Warren 
(860) 5382-5414 


Bellingham 

Aadventures Down Under 
Barb Akeson 

(800) 695-5848 


Bremerton 

Mike Willike 

(860) 792-8688 

Puget Sound Dive Enter- 
prises 

Laurie Jones 

(860) 377-0554 


Gig Harbour 
Scott Barnet 
(206) 857-3793 
Dive Locker 
(206) 858-5950 


Kirkland 
Melissa Die 
(206) 820-5445 


Lacy 
Bryon Dohl 
(860) 438-0229 


Olympia 
Chris Erophy 
(806) 866-2399 


Pullman 
Kim Smith 
(609) 334-1750 


Seattle 

Hollie Hailstone 

(800) 247-3483 

Ramsey Anderson 

(206) 522-1808 

Starfish Ent. Dive & Travel 
Angela Ferdico 

(206) 286-6596 


Sequim 
Jay Barton 
(860) 681-0713 


Vancouver 
Rick Harte 
(206) 576-1402 


WASHINGTON D.C. 
State Coord. 

Pam Moyer 

(703) 548-1083 
Jason Blair 

(202) 574-0336 


WEST VIRGINIA 
State Coord. 
Kim Mitchell 

(B04) 558-3370 


Blackville 
Greg Tennant 
(804) 879-5836 


Huntington 


Huntington Sport 
Ann Carroll 
(804)529-6622 


WISCONSIN 
State Coord. 
Toni Schoen 
(414) 271-5059 


Janesville 
Richard Donnely 
(608) 758-3265 


Sheboygan 

Silent World Dive Center, 
Inc. 

Kathy Meyer 

(414) 458-8386 
Lakeshore Scuba Limited 
Karen Tock 

(414) 457-3483 


Wauwatosa 
Bennett Academy 
Richard Bennett 
(414) 258-6440 
WYOMING 
Jackson 


Donald Perkins 
(807) 733-3127 


ARGENTINA 
Country Coord. 
Daniel Rolleri 
(541) 831-6588 or 
(802) 733-7957 


AUSTRALIA 
Country Coord. 
Jenny Burden 

(61) 02-332184 

Janet Slater 

(61) 77-818811 or 731 


Greenway, ACT 
Argonaut Dive 

Tim Savage/Cathy Smith 
(61) 6-2932955 


Cabramatta, NSW 
Wilderness Sea & Ski 
Kwiatkowski 

(61) 2-8224112 


Fairlight, NSW 
Fathom Diving 
Kendall Peet 
(61) 2-99496255 


Huskisson, NSW 
Jervis Bay Sea Sports 
Garry Warren 

(61) 4-4415012 


Kogarah, New South 
Wales 

Snorkel Inn 

Stephen Pearson 

(61) 2-5881 152 


Bundaberg, 
Queensland 
Salty’s 

Darren Newton 
(61) 71-534747 


Bundall, Queensland 
Aqua’Nuts 

Cheryll Newman 

(61) 75-5316511 


Cairns, Queensland 
Great Diving Adventures 
Ross Park/ Kim Thomas 


(61) 70-515644 


Hervey Bay, 
Queensland 
Divers Mecca 
Cathie Fahey 
(61) 71-251626 


Mackay, Queensland 
Mackay Adventure Divers 
Steve Fisher 

(61) 79-531431 


Port Noarlunga, S. Aus. 
Port Noarlunga Dive Ctr. 
Robert Lewis 

(61) 8-326989 


Welland, S. Aus. 
Divers Service 
Geoff Benn 

(61) 8-3463422 


Croydon, Victoria 
Frederic Headly 
(61) 41-8994517 


East Geelong, Victoria 
Bay City Scuba 
Raymond Hill 

(61) 52-291281 


North Dandenong, 
Victoria 
Paradise Divers 
Terry Oakley 

(61) 3-97935248 


Fern Tree Gully, Victoria 
Interdive Australia 

Daryl Cameroon 

(61) 3-97588333 


Coral Bay, W. Australia 
Ningatoo Reef Dive 
David Hall/Kristen Ander- 
son 

(61) 9-9425824 


Mandurah, W. Australia 
David Budd Diving Acad. 
David Budd e 
(61) 9-53851520 


Rockingham, W. Aus- 
tralia 

Scubanautics Diving 
Acad. 

Darrin Scott 

(61) 9-5274447 


Western Australia 
MP Down Under Dive 
Meo Palmeiri 

(61) 9-7213558 


THE BAHAMAS 
Country Coord. 
Lynn Gape 

(809) 393-1317 
Cristi Korbeck 
(809) 373-1244 
Donna Crawford 
(809) 368-4048 


Nassau 

Nassau Scuba Centre 
Frazier Nivens 

(809) 362-1964 


Walker’s Cay Hotel 
Gary Adkison 

(809) 352-5252 
BAHRAIN 

Country Coord. 
Deirdre Maher 

(973) 727-828 


BANGLADESH 
Country Coord. 
Brozo Gopal Biswas 
(880) 2-601 701 


BARBADOS 

Country Coord. 
Gabrielle Springer 

(809) 436-4830 
Reginald Burke 

(809) 426-5373 or 9653 
Sandra Prescod 

(809) 426-5973 


BELIZE 

Country Coord. 
Tony Anthony Malic 
(501) 2-72168 


San Pedro Town 
Submariner Belize, Ltd. 
Thomas Niedertiair 
(501) 1-48115 


BERMUDA 
Country Coord. 
Dwayne Williams 
(809) 295-5142 


Paget 
Fantasea Diving 
Graham Allen 
(441) 236-6339 


Sandys 

Ben Lucas 

Blue Water Divers 
(809) 234-1034 


BRAZIL 

Country Coord. 
Sheila M. Simon 

(55) 21-682-1128 
Camboriu 

Eduardo V. Simonato 
(55) 47-361-1365 fax 


Sao Paulo 

Scafo Com. Equip. 
De Mergulho 
Fernando L. Martins 
(65) 11-448-9515 
Scuba Point 
Ricardo Meurer 

(55) 11 261-2611 


BRITISH VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 
Country Coord. 
Orville Phillip 
(809) 494-5681 


CAMEROON 
Country Coord. 
Enoh Peter Ayuk 
(237) 315-786 


CANADA 

Country Coord. 
Allard van Veen 

(604) 535-5695 
Brenna Nysenik 

(604) 685-3364, ext. 333 
Nancy Gehlen 

(604) 775-5196 
Michael Cuberovic 
(905) 578-3222 
Parksville, BC 
Pacific North Outdoor 
Adv. 

Kenneth Moore 

(604) 248-9681 

New Maryland, NB 
Sub Aqua Dive Center 


Alan Moase 
(506) 454-3483 


Lunenburg, NS 
Jo’s Dive Shop 
Jo Shadbolt 
(902) 634-3443 


Barrie, Ontario 

The Wet Shop-Barrie 
Steve Bell 

(705) 722-5859 


Richmond Hill, Ontario 
The Wet Shop 

Susan Wake 

(905) 884-7951 


Sudbury, Ontario 
Sudbury Dive Shop 
Mike Patrick 

(705) 669-0066 


Woodstock, Ontario 
Neptune’s Divers 

Bob McGee 

(519) 421-4031 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 
Country Coord. 
Wayne Hasson 

(809) 949-8522 
Grand Cayman 
Dive’n Stuff 

Martin Baker 

(809) 949-6033 

Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd. 
Pat Paulnus/Brad Nelson 
(809) 949-2022 

Red Sail Sports 
Sidney Hards 

(809) 949-8745 


COLOMBIA 
Country Coord. 
Patricia Wills 
(575) 664-6399 


COSTA RICA 
Country Coord. 
Quint Newcomer 
(506) 645-5053 
Maryanne Aspinall 
(506) 228-0335 


San Jose 
Javier Araya 
(506) 221-9528 


CROATIA 

Country Coord. 
Ratko Profozic 

(885) 51-761-137 (fax) 


CUBA 

Country Coord. 
Rafael Quinones 
(537) 638-2589 


CYPRUS 

Country Coord. 
Andreas Demetropoulos 
(857) 2-303-279 

Ayia Napa 

Lucky Divers 

Louis Sklavos 

(657) 3-722-742 
Paralimni 

Big Blue Divers 
Athanasios Archontides 
(857) 3-833-000 
DOMINICA 

Country Coord. 

Terry Raymond 

(809) 448-4098 or 6666 
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Roseau 

Dive Dominica 
Derek Perryman 
(809) 448-2188 


DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 
Country Coord. 
Patricia Lamelas/ 
Rafael Steer-Ruiz 
(809) 5388-2042 


Higuey 

R.E.D. Coral divers 
Romon E. Diaz 
(809) 687-0827 


ECUADOR 

Country Coord. 

Miguel A. Mosquera 
(593) 5-520-061 
Segundo Coello 

(593) 4-281 -114 or 284- 
453 

Cecilia Machado 

(593) 5-526-146 


EGYPT 
Country Coord. 
Peter Schiess 
(20) 62-600-150 


South Sinai 
Fantasea Dive Club 
Graham Whitehead 
(20) 62-640-043 


EL SALVADOR 
Country Coord. 
Bonny Wejnert 

(503) 279-0337 (fax) 


San Salvador 
Oceanica Escuela De 
Buceo 

Werner Mena 

(298) 6773-298-5147 


ESTONIA 
Country Coord. 
Maris Paju 
(872) 7-430-015 


MICRONESIA 
Country Coord. 
Usher Edward 
(691) 320-2482 


Yap 

Nature’s Way 

Sue Mitsue Yasui 

(691) 350-3407 

Beyond the Reef Charters 
David Vacella 

(691) 350-3483 


GERMANY 
Ingiostadt 
Tauchbasis Schwerelos 
(49) 841 351 89 


GIBRALTAR 
Country Coord. 
John Cortes 

(850) 726-39 
GREECE 

Country Coord. 
Dimitris Mitsatsos 
(30) 1-934-3088/1 233 
Athens 

Aegean Dive Center 
llse Stroud 

(30) 1-894-5409 
GRENADA 
Country Coord. 
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Joseph Antoine 
(809) 444-8838 


GUAM 

State Coord. 

Scott Wetter 

(011) 671-339-2001 


Agana 

Guam Tropical Dive 
Station 

Mike Temerowski 

(011) 671-477-2774 

Piti 

Micronesian Dvrs. Assoc. 
John Ryan/Jim Brandt 
(011) 671-477-6324 


GUATEMALA 
Country Coord. 
Tulio Monterroso 
(502) 2-535329 


Ciudad Guatemala 
Pro Diver Guatemala/ 
Belize 

Cesar Lopez 

(502) 2325034 


GUYANA 

Country Coord. 
Joshua Ramsammy 
(592) 2-24027 


HAITI 

Country Coord. 
Jean Wiener 
(509) 45-2335 


HONDURAS 
Guanaja, Bay Islands 
Posada Del Sol 

Terry Clymire 

(504) 45-41-86 

(504) 45-43-11 (fax) 


HONG KONG 
Country Coord. 
Doris Lau 

(852) 2-528-5588 
(852) 2-529-2777 


INDONESIA 

Country Coord. 

Kevin Rose/Susan Rusigo 
(62) -21-769-255, ext. 
344 


ISRAEL 

Country Coord. 

Ellik Adler 

(972) 2-6553-826/827 


ITALY 

Molini 

Centro Scuba Venezia 
Laguna Venezla 

(39) 41 53 81 795 


IVORY COAST 
Country Coord. 
Thomas Bonebo 
(225)-41-74-76 
JAMAICA 

Country Coord. 

Ray Williams 

(809) 923-5125/5155 


Port Antonio 
Lady G’Diver, Ltd. 
Jan Lee 

(809) 968-7547 


Negril 
Negril Scuba Center 
Karen McCarthy 


(809) 957-4425 


Reading St. James 
Poseidon Divers 
Hannie Smit/Van Valen 
(809) 952-3624 


JAPAN 

Country Coord. 
Azusa Kojima 
(81)-423-2-0712 
Edo Sanchez/Kenny 
Ehman 

(098) 964-2517 


Fukui 

Blue Marine 
Matsuki Kado 
(81) 778-371611 


Gumma 

Deos Sensuido 
Kazuhito Takanasha 
(81) 120-805450 


Hokkaido 
Asahikawa Dive House 
Osaomu Hiigano » 


Hyogo 

Sea Space 
Minaru Mozumi 
(81) 792-342200 
Niigata 
Anboina 

Toru Takebe 

(81) 258-361 957 


Kanagawa 

Big Ocean 

Akihiro Eoizuka 

(81) 778-3716114 
Yokohama Marine Cats 
Shigemi Yashiosa 

(81) 458-817041 


Miyagi 

Sanriku Diving Center 
Fumiko Miura 

(81) 225-961951 


Nagasaki 

Dive Wonder Lane 
Mika Shigemoto 
(81) 956-240381 


Osaka 

Anchovy 

Kiocairo Sakamoto 
(81) 722-790792 
Dive Center Lete 
Yoko Hircse 

(81) 6389-00553 


Saitama 

Energy Diving School 
Makoto Kakamura 
(81) 482-655619 


Shizuoka 

Dive Terry’s 

Toru Wagatsuma 
(81) 584-626525 
West Point Kumomi 
Kogi Kimura ° 

(81) 558-450034 
Tokyo 

Captain 102 
Michiyo Yamada 
(81) 337-210560 
Hagoromo Divers Service 
Syuichi Umezaya 
(81) 426-265938 

Is. Club 


Kiyotaka Yamamura 
(81) 426-469888 
OK Marine Pro 
Tokushi Ochiai 
(81) 339-933824 
Pro Dive 

Keichi Yoshida 
(81) 333-8561 10 
Squall 

Yumi Omeca 
(81) 334-681 188 


Yamagata 
Urban Sports 
Teiko Nagahama 
(81) 235-255060 


KENYA 
Country Coord. 
Rene Haller 
(254) 11-485729 


KIRIBATI 
Country Coord. 
Tererei Abete 
(686) 28-202 (fax) 


LATVIA 
Country Coord. 
Peter Bormanis 
(371) 2-760-538 


LITHUANIA 
Country Coord. 
Stase Alenskiene 
7-370-6-25-83-83 
MALAYSIA 
Country Coord. 
Molly Fong 

(608) 732-4313 


Johor 

B & J Diving Centre 
Zainal Ben Rahman 
(60) 11-717014 


Mersing, Johor, 

W. Malaysia 

Diveasia Tioman Island 
Roger Ng Seong Leng 
(60) 7-716783 


Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 
Coral Island Cruises 

lan Edwards 

(60) 88-223-490 
Borneo Divers & Sea 
Sports 

Jinnifer E. Missi 

(60) 88-222-226 


Kuala Lumpur 
Pro Dive 
Andrew Lee 
(603 )292-9072 


MALTA 
Country Coord. 
Sarah Micallef 
(356) 233-321 


Mellieha Bay 

Meldives 

Melovan Galea 

(856) 577-223 
MARSHALL ISLANDS 
Country Coord. 
Kathleen Kirkpatrick Nash 
(805) 461-7422, ext.4218 


MARTINIQUE 
Country Coord. 
Paul-Henri Chartol 
(596) 41-5884 


MEXICO 


Country Coord. 

Ana Laura Lara- 
Dominguez 

(52) 98-111600 

Craig Caughlan 

(52) 32-232541 

Yael Bali 

(52) 98-830720 

Argta. Andrea Martinez 
(52) 99-244798/246507 


Cancun 

Scuba Cancu 

Luis Hurtado 

(52) 98-83101 1 

Cozumel Connection S.A. 
Ewin Garcia 

(52) 98-724699 

Aqua World 

Doug Kaufman 

(52) 98-852289 


Cozumel 

Studio Blue Cozumel 
Manuel Ortiz Campos 
(52) 98-724414 
Michell’s Dive Shop 
Erniesto Vera Kentzler 
(52) 98-720947 

Dive Palancar 

Allison Dennis 

(52) 98-723443 


Playa Del Carmen 
Seafari Divers 

Juan Onozzo 

(52) 98-730901 


MONTSERRAT 
Country Coord. 
Wolf Krabs 

(809) 491-7807/6589 


NIGERIA 
Country Coord. 
Larry Awosika 
(234) 1-617-530 


NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES 
Country Coord. 
Bonaire 

Diana Gevers 

(011) 599-7-8322 
Curacao 

Raymond Seebaid 
(011) 599-9-614012 
Saba 

Kenny Buchanan 
(011) 599-4-63295 
St. Maarten 

Elsje Wilson-Bosch 
(011) 599-5-2491 7/23379 


Bonaire 

Buddy Dive Resort 
Bart Snedler 

(011) 599-7-5080 


Curacao 

Eden Roc Dive Center 
Gerlinde Seupel 

(011) 599-9-628878 
Coral Cliff Diving 

Tim Duncan 

(011) 599-9-668822 


NEW ZEALAND 
Country Coord. 
Gael Arnold 
9-373-7599 


Albany 
Albany U/W Dive Ctr. 








Kevin Smith 
9-415-7712 


Papatoetoe 
Dive College, Ltd. 
Andrew Ferguson 
9-277-6888 


Remuera 

Orakei Scuba Centre 
Craig Watson 
9-524-2117 


Takapuna 
Dive Centre Ltd. 
Malcolm Kidd 
9-444-7698 


Whangaparaoa 
Coast Dive Shop 
Danny Southers 
9-424-8513 


Whangarei 

The Dive Connection 
Peter Hope/ 

Duncan Murray 
9-430-08181 

The Dive Shop 

Noel Erickson 
9-438-3521 


NORWAY 

Country Coord. 

Wanda Wynne/Fran Basich 
(47) 51-55-91 -00 

Paul Harstad 

(47) 71-25-27-00 

PALAU 

Country Coord. 

Rusk R. Saburo 

(680) 488-2437 


Koror State 
Sam's Dive Tours 
Hans Ullrich 
(680) 488-1062 


PANAMA 
Country Coord. 
Felipa Saavedra 
(507) 2-64-8100 
Amanda Barraza 
(507) 261-7034 


PERU 

Country Coord. 
J.C. Riveros-Salcedo 
(51) 14-62-54-10 

llo 

Paul Visscher 

(51) 54-78-15-62 


PHILIPPINES 
Country Coord. 
Vaughan Pratt 
(63) 2-633-5687 


Lahug, Cebu 
Lliquid Assets 
Alfredo Mancao 
(63) 3-231-0816 


Makataki City 
Aquaventure Reef Club 
Danilo C. Sarmiento, Jr. 
(63) 2-892-9858 

Malay, Aaklan 

Red Coral Diving School 
Miguel R. Labatiao 

(63) 836-288-3486 


Maribago Beach, Cebu 
Kon Tiki Divers 
Manfred F. Langer 


(63) 32-240-0310 


~ Moalboalm, Cebu 


Neptune Diving Unlimited 


Jesper Nykvist/Thom Krackl 


(63) 918-770-7951 


Paranaque, Metro Manila 


Dive & Trek Resort 


Ross Guzman/Chito Aquino 


(63) 2-833-8031 


Port Area, Loilio City 
Alejandro Chua 
(63) 337-2460 


Puerto Galera, Mindoro 
Octopus Divers 

Manfred Schmitt 

(63) 912-313-4486 


Zamboanga City 
Santa Cruz Island Resort 
Richard Calub 

(63) 62-993-2398 


POLAND 
Country Coord. 
Tomasz Jozwiak 
(48) 58-203310 


PORTUGAL 
Country Coord. 
Lilia Fidalgo 

(351) 89-704-134 


PUERTO RICO 
State Coord. 
Javier Velez Arocho 
(787) 832-8045 


Arecibo 
Edgardo Velez 
(787) 878-4905 


Fajardo 

Donna McDorman 
Sea Ventures 
(800) 739-3483 


Lajas 

Mario Caruso 
Calypso Divers 
(809) 899-6212 


San Juan 

Aristine Stella 

Scuba World 

(809) 753-3897 

Carib. School of Aquatics, 
Inc. 

Greg Korwek 

(809) 833-6455 


ST. EUSTATIUS 
Dive Statia 

Rinda & Rudy Hess 
(011) 599-382435 


ST. KITTS AND NEVIS 
Country Coord. 
Chesley Davis 

(809) 469-5521 

Alexis Knight 

(809) 465-4276 


Scuba Safaris 
Ellis Chaderton 
(809) 469-9518 


ST. LUCIA 
Country Coord. 
Charmaine Nathaniel 
(809) 452-5005 


Soufriere 

Anse Chastanet 
Scuba St. Lucia 
Karyn Allard 


(809) 459-7000 


ST. VINCENT & THE 
GRENADINES 
Country Coord. 
Clayton F. Burgin 
(809) 456-9729 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Country Coord. 
Khalid Al Bassri 
(966) 1-441-8700 


SAIPAN 

Saipan, MP 

All American Divers 
Jeannie Comfort 
(670) 235-7056 


SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen 

Ocean Watersports 
Charles Hawkes 
(44) 224-638 588 


SEYCHELLES 

Victoria, Mahe 
Seychelles Underwater Ctr. 
David Rowat 

(248) 247-357 


SINGAPORE 

Country Coord. 
Catherine Sullivan-Banner 
(65) 741-2036 


Pro Diving Services 
William Ong 
(65) 291-2261 


S. AFRICA 
Umkomaas 
Whaler Dive Center 
Mickey Louw 

(27) 3823-31562 


SPAIN 

Country Coord. 

Maria Dolores Moreno 

(34) 59-38-31 -87 

SRI LANKA 

Bentota 

Lanka Sportsreizen-Confifi 
Marina 

P.T. Weera-Singhe 

(94) 72-42766 


Colombo 

Underwater Safaris, Ltd. 
Valerie/Dottie 

(94) 16-94012 


SWEDEN 
Country Coord. 
Leif Hemmingsson 
(46) 60-587435 


TAIWAN 

Taipei 

Innerspace Ent. Co., Ltd. 
Roger Sun 

(886) 2-767-1124 
Ping-Tung 

Oceanmax Scuba Center 
Max Huang 

(886) 8-755-7268 


Kaohsiung 

Jeff's Scuba Dive Center 
Chin-FW Chen 

(886) 7-551-0166 
THAILAND 

Country Coord. 

Cathy Berghahn 

(66) 2-583-5432 


Phuket 

Helmut Flaam 

(66) 75-620698 

Similan Scuba Sport Co., 
Ltd. 

Hakan Losnitz 

(66) 76-2931 20 


Koh Pha Ngan Surat 
Thani 

Planet Scuba 

Grant Bonaface 

(66) 77-421056 


Cholburi 

Seafari Sports Center 
William R. Burbage 
(66) 38-429060 


Master Scuba Divers 
Crystal Jannack 
(66) 17-250828 


KINGDOM OF TONGA 
Country Coord. 

Robert S. Meyring 

(676) 21-559 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
Country Coord. 

Louanne Martin/ 

Elizabeth Mohammed 

(809) 634-4504 


TUNISIA 
Country Coord. 
Hedia Baccar 
(216) 1-283-151 


TURKEY 
Country Coord. 
Pinar Can 

(90) 212-232-5692 
Izmir 

Ege Barakuda 
Pafer Sen 

(90) 232-483-3693 


TURKS & CAICOS 
Country Coord. 
Michelle Fulford 
(809) 946-2855 


UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES 

Dubai 

Inner Space Diving Center 
Naser Saboonchi 

(971) 4-310203 


Ras Al-Khaimah 

Emirates Divers Association 
Khalid A. Al-Shehhi 

(971) 2-433599 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Country Coord. 
Sam Pollard 

(44) 1989-567-815 


Ashford 
lan V. Kirby 
(01) 784-420284 


Castletown 

Fathom and Blues, Ltd. 
Nigel J.C. Holder 

(01) 305-826789 


White Cross 
Scuba Tech 

Joylen M. Jamieson 
(44) 1524-381831 


East Wigan 
David West 
(01) 942-825619 





Harrogate 

Dive Time 

Mark Spiers 

(44) 1423-520333 


London 
A.C. de Barros 
(44) 1171-688652 


Maidenhead 
Divestyle 

Peter Wright 

(44) 1628-779072 


Newhaven 

Newhaven Scuba Centre 
Margaret Stally 

(44) 1273-612012 


Plymouth 

Fort Bovisand U/W Ctr. 
Alan Bax 

(44) 1752-408021 


U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Coord. 

Lynn Hinkey 

(809) 693-1392 


St. Croix 

Dive Experience 

Michelle Pugh 

(809) 773-3307 

Blue Dimension Dive Center 
Jonathan Lyon 

(809) 773-8634 


St. John 

Paradise Aqua Tours 
George Kremer 

(809) 776-6226 

Cruz Bay Watersports 
Woody Morrison 
(809) 776-6234 


St. Thomas 

Admiralty Dive Center 
Marty Martinez 

(809) 777-9802 

Coki Dive & Snorkel Center 
Peter Jackson 

(809) 775-4220 

Dive World 

Bridget Cloud 

(809) 774-8687 


VENEZUELA 

Country Coord. 

Diego Diaz-Martin 

(58) 2-238-1761 or 1793 
Caracas 

Sesto Continente D.R. 
Gina Marco Assandria 
(658) 2 749-080 


PADI EUROPE 

Thomas Sobotta 

(41) 52-304-1414 

PADI INTERNATIONAL 
Suzanne Pleydell 

(44) 117-971-1717 


AGGRESSOR FLEET 
Cayman, Belize, 

Bay Islands, Hawaii, 
Turks & Caicos 

Wayne Hasson 

(809) 949-5551 = 
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SDM EDITORIAL 


A Minute of Your Time, 


t will take less 

than a minute 
to fill out the 
card on this 
page. Even if 
you stop read- 
ing right now, 
please tear it 
out, take one minute to fill it out with your 
name and signature and then mail it. We 
are not asking for money, votes, deci- 
sions or opinions (unless you'd like to 
share one). We are simply requesting 
your endorsement of an issue we believe 
is Critical to the health of our oceans and 
local waters. 

This is an election year and it’s time to 
let politicians know there Is a group of citi- 
zens concerned about the condition of 





OVERFISHING? | |YES 


__|No 


HABITAT DESTRUCTION? 


| |Yes 
| |Yes 


| |No 
| |No 


POLLUTION? 





Above: All readers who mail in a re- 
sponse card will be entered into a draw- 
ing for a free Quicksilver inflatable with 
9.9 hp Mercury Marine outboard. 


our oceans. [here are real threats to the 
continued health of our seas. The 
Georges Bank, once one of the most pro- 
ductive fishing areas on our planet, is 
overfished. More than one-half of the reefs 
of the Indo-Pacific have been doused with 
cyanide. Each year, the food yield from 
our oceans declines. Conservation efforts 
cannot keep pace with destructive tactics 
of international fishing fleets and poach- 
ers. This is not environmental rhetoric, just 
simple fact. This is not an environmental 
plea but a logical one. 

Without regard to politics or persua- 
sion, where do you stand on the major is- 
sues facing our oceans? Take this simple 
questionnaire and just answer a quick 
yes or no. 
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Please 


For the 
Future of Our 


: 
BY BILL GLEASON 


Simple logic would dictate most will 
answer yes to these very important 
questions about the oceans. Yet, we 
seem to be enmeshed in a presidential 
campaign (and the issues presidential 
candidates debate become areas of 
state and local concern as well) in which 
the major candidates pay only vague lip 
service to the environment. Both are, of 
course, ardent environmentalists by their 
own admission and definition. For divers, 








that’s not enough. We'd like our presi- 
dential candidates (and Senators, 
Representatives and state and local offi- 
Cials) to spell out exactly what kind of en- 
vironmentalists they are. Specifically. 
Point by point. We'd like to know where 
they stand on the major issues con- 
fronting the oceans and waterways of 
our land and our planet—before we cast 
our vote. In other words, now. 

The big picture problems of ocean 
dumping, pollution, overfishing and habi- 
tat destruction are serious. So serious, it 
often seems, that an individual can’t do 
much more about them than hope 
someone will solve them. Well, “some- 
one” else might but while we’re waiting 
for that to happen we might as well do 


something about it ourselves. Please 
take a minute to fill out the attached card 
and mail it today! It is nonpartisan and 
not affiliated with any political party. 

Filling in the card is just the first step of 
a unique environmental action program 
initiated by Ocean Futures. Using the re- 
sources of divers (your numbers, votes 
and opinions), Ocean Futures will deliver 
tens of thousands of these cards to 
President Clinton and Bob Dole and dis- 
tribute the results to state and local can- 
didates as well. In anutshell, we are 
looking for a response from our future 
leaders about their specific agenda and 
Campaign points on critical issues af- 
fecting us all. 

Please, just take a minute of your time 
and fill in this card. Mail it today. You 


don't even need a stamp! You will join 
hands with thousands of other divers 
who are not only concerned about the 
environment but will put pressure on our 
future leaders to spell out specific solu- 
tions to these problems. 

On behalf of Ocean Futures and from 
the staff at SKIN DIVER Magazine, our 
sincere thanks for not only caring about 
the future of our waterways but also for 
that valuable minute of your time. 

All readers who mail the attached re- 
sponse card will also be eligible to par- 
ticipate in a drawing for a free Quicksilver 
inflatable boat powered by a four stroke 
9.9 hp Mercury outboard contributed by 
Quicksilver. It’s our way of saying thanks 
for caring about the future. = 


photo/courtesy Quicksilver 
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ABOUT THE COVER: Susan Savela cruises a kelp forest in the cool waters of Southern California’s Santa Catalina 
Island. Comfort and enjoyment U/W are largely skill and equipment dependent. Equipment must be selected with 
water temperature and conditions in mind. For more on this subject, see page 19. Photo/Bonnie J. Cardone. 
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ISLR HOUSINGS 








Sea & Sea 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


ea & Sea Products of Japan recently 

began delivery of its new, all metal 
SLR housing for the Nikon N90 camera 
series. The ultimate in camera control, 
this compact housing will accommodate 
any of the N90 models: N90s, N90, 
F9OX or F9O. It offers all the bells and 
whistles of a professional housing, in- 
cluding a choice of seven lens ports and 
Nikonos five pin type TTL connection to 
any one of Sea & Sea’s three different 
U/W strobes or similar TTL strobes. 

The NX-90 Pro features a contempo- 
rary design—a very compact, two part 
housing made of a rugged aluminum al- 
loy with hard-almite galvanized finish. 
The O-ring sealed halves are secured by 
spring-loaded chromed latches with a 
locking mechanism to prevent acciden- 
tal openings. The cobalt blue O-ring is 
an innovation that allows easier detec- 
tion of dirt, hair or other debris. 

Two viewports provide access to all of 
the camera’s data panels and through 
the lens image composition and focus. 
The small port on the housing top allows 
easy reading of the camera’s LCD data 
panel. The larger port on the rear of the 
housing is fitted with an image magnifier 
for utilizing the camera’s viewfinder, as 
well as the built-in data display. 

Unsnapping the latches allows easy 
removal of the back door, exposing the 
rear half of the camera for convenient 
film loading. The camera sits on a large 
mounting shoe that can be removed by 
rotating a cam locking lever. 

Two contoured handgrips on the 
sides of the housing provide fingertip 
touch of the housing, s four major con- 
trols. Shoe mounts on the top of the 
handles offer a quick and easy method 
of attaching flash arms. 

The nine external controls are evi- 
dence of the NX-90’s professional de- 
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sign. Every function of the camera can 
be accessed U/W: power switch, com- 
mand dial, exposure compensation, 
mode selection, manual focus, aperture 
control, AF locking and shutter release. 
There is even a button for manual activa- 
tion of internal lighting on the LCD panel 
as well as the viewfinder data display. 
The NX-90 Pro housing features a 
bayonet mount for easy changing of lens 
ports. Just a one-quarter counterclock- 
wise rotation of the port will allow re- 





SSSI PRO 
SLR HOUSING 


Housing material: Aluminum alloy 


Exteriorcolor: Gray 
Interior color: __ Matte black i} 
ee ae 
Weight: 3.9lbs. (ai) 
Camera; N90series 
U/W controls: —_9 (levers/dials/buttons) _ 
* Ports 7 (fisheye, wide angle, : 


Zoom and macro) 


ee er ee ke ee ee 


For more information and prices on the 
NX-90 Pro housing and other Sea & Sea 
products, see your local authorized Sea & 
Sea dealer or, for the name of the dealer 
closest to you, contact: 


Sea & Sea 
U/W Photography USA 
2105 Camino Vida Roble, Suite L 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 
(619) 929-1909 
(619) 929-0098 (fax) 





-9() 


= 


moval of one port and replacement by 
another. A set of easy reading index dots 
and labels show when the port is in the 
lock or open position. For extra safety, 
an internal slide locking pin prevents the 
port from being opened accidentally. 

Sea & Sea has designed a series of 
seven lens ports and numerous exten- 
sion rings that allow the NX-90 Pro 
housing to accommodate 10 different 
AF lenses, including fisheye, ultra-wide 
angle, wide angle, macro and zoom. 

The basic ports for most frequent use 
include the flat port for zoom and macro 
lenses, the standard wide angle dome 
port for 24 and 20mm lenses, and the 
fisheye dome port for the 16mm full 
frame fisheye or 20mm lens. 

Sea & Sea alSo produces noncorrodi- 
ble ring gears to fit most Nikon AF lenses 
and a few other makes as well. Each ring 
gear is fitted with sure-grip O-rings that 
allow it to be gently slipped onto the bar- 
rel of the lens and yet provide solid con- 
tact for easy aperture or focus control. 

The NX-90 Pro housing is designed to 
work with just about any TTL strobe fit- 
ted with a Nikonos V type flash connec- 
tor. Sea & Sea produces its own series 
of Nikonos compatible strobes that in- 
cludes the YS3800 TTL-N, YS120 Dual 
and YS50 TTL-N. Any of these strobes 
can be used singularly or in dual configu- 
ration when connected to a DS-02 Dual 
Strobe Adapter. Sea & Sea also pro- 
duces a full line of ultra lightweight articu- 
lated balljoint flash arms that attach di- 
rectly to the housing. 

The basic housing retails for $2,095. 
Lens ports will range from approximately 
$475 to $650. The NX-90 Pro most defi- 
nitely places Sea & Sea into the category 
of a professional U/W housing manufac- 
turer, as the Nikon N90 series is used by 
many pro photographers. = 


























The XR2 is designed for use 
with any of the high- 
performance Century, 
Spectrum and Infinity First- 
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The above graph compares 
the Century XR2’s Maximum 
Work of Breathing at various 
depths with the U.S. Navy’s 
performance limit of 1.4 
Joules/Liter 


Precise engineering produces 
a compact, lightweight design 
with the highest of 

performance characteristics. 
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PERFECTLY ENGINEERED, 


W E eR Ire esas MNS Seed co S| 2 FINAL 


ADJUSTMENTS upto YOU. 


Now you can breathe easy. Because the aerodynamic design of the compact, 
light-weight XR2 takes regulator performance to new levels. With its smoother 
internal surfaces, the XR2 requires less breathing effort. The smooth, natural air 
flow it creates helps keep the second stage dry in virtually any position - better 
breathing still. 


Then there are your own personal touches. A diver-adjustable inhalation control 
lets you regulate air flow to diving conditions and your own breathing needs. With 


the Venturi assist you can fine tune the Venturi effect just the way you want it. 


The performance excellence goes on and on. An oversized exhaust diaphragm 
decreases exhalation resistance. The Pulseair™ hose combines the air flow of 


larger diameter hoses with the flexibility and comfort of a standard diameter hose. 


The XR2 is an engineering feat backed by a Lifetime Guarantee and supported 
worldwide. Visit your SeaQuest dealer today. You’ll find there isn’t one thing 
you d change in the XR2. 


SeaQuest, Inc. 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 f - 
619-438-1101 fax: 619-438-3142 sealjues, 








| REGULATORS 








The New Sea Quest 
XR2 Regulator 


The Power of Precision Airflow Management 


| inl tide and the progress of dive 
equipment technology wait for no 
diver. Sea Quest’s top of the line, super 
high performance XR2 regulator/Century 


first stage combi- 
nation is no exception. In 
fact, it’s spearheading the 
charge forward. Packed with 
advanced features and 
sporting both innovative and practical 
styling, the easy breathing, compact and 
environmentally adjustable XR2 has 
ecliosed previous superior achievements 
in regulator design. It is an excellent all 
around regulator built to withstand the 
rigors and high performance demands of 
severe conditions and harsh use with 
ease and confidence. 

USER DEFINED AIRFLOW: Airflow man- 
agement has never been easier. Unlike 
standard regulators, the XR2 puts the 
power of precision airflow, as determined 
by environment or changing conditions, 
in the hands of the diver in the water, not 
the technician in the shop. The advan- 
tages may be paramount for safety 
and/or ease of breathing if your diving in- 
volves any variety of conditions—heavy 
surf entries/exits, cold or deep water, long 
swims, heavy exertion or even the normal 
pressure differences encountered during 
an average descent/ascent. With the 
technology of the XR2 at your command, 
you can adjust your airflow requirements 
before, during or after your dive, assuring 
yourself of a comfortable breath, fine- 
tuned for your personal satisfaction. 

INHALATION CONTROL: Because dive 
environment, exertion and even physical 
conditioning dictate our air needs, Sea 
Quest has included two controls for ad- 
justing airflow. The first is the large inhala- 
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BY TY SAWYER 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 













Top: The XR2 second stage regulator is 
compact, lightweight and user ad- 
justable for both inhalation control and 
venturi assist. Above: The Century first 
stage is environmentally sealed for use 
in harsh or cold water environments. 





tion control knob on the left side of the 
second stage. This feature determines 
how much inhalation effort is required 
to initiate airflow into the second 
stage. When condi- 
tions are optimal 
(or in deep wa- 
ter) and very 

little inhalation 
effort is needed, 
maximum sensitivity 
is usually preferable. 
When the regulator will 
be at your side instead 
of in your mouth, such 
as during long surface 
swims or when it’s 
ready for use as an octopus, the 
control knob allows you to decrease sen- 
sitivity (require more effort) and avoid the 
nuisance of freeflow. Again, these adjust- 


KEY FEATURES 


e Environmentally sealed, balanced 
piston first stage 

e Two high pressure ports 

e Four low pressure ports on a 360 
degree rotating swivel 


e High volume, ultra flexible hose 

e Compact, lightweight second stage 
e Inhalation control knob 

e Venturi assist control lever 

e Downstream demand valve 

e Extra large, round exhaust valve 

e Comfo-Bite silicone mouthpiece 


ments can be made on the fly, as condi- 
tions demand. 

VENTURI ASSIST: [he second adjust- 
ment feature optimizes venturi assist. At 
the top of the second stage housing Is 
the venturi assist lever. It determines the 
amount of effort required to maintain the 
airflow. This high profile lever slides be- 
tween positions marked: MIN and MAX. 
The MIN requires a stronger inhalation. 
The MAX position allows direct, unen- 
cumbered airflow (very little inhalation ef- 
fort). The lever can also be set at any po- 
sition in between for incredible airflow 

(Continued on Page 58) 





_ a button, the contoured rubber grip. 








SLR-AF HOUSINGS 


Choose the housing that affords full underwater 
use of your favorite 35mm camera, be it Nikon, 
j Canon, Minolta or Pentax. There is not another 
a | iil housing at any price that will produce better 
PC LITE ii j j photographic results or provide greater security 
7 , underwater than an Ikelite SLR housing. 
Pocket C-Lite, the first of a new sentra ii 
The PC Lites utilize a totally new opening and sealing system. The 
PC’s unique snap-ring permits the complete front assembly to be 
easily removed for quick access to batteries and lamp. This new 
all-purpose PC Lite conveniently stores in your BCD pocket. Carry 
the compact PC Lite on every dive to illuminate objects night or day. 
Rotating switch provides quick on/off control. 


The PC Lites feature new high intensity halogen lamps producing 
an incredibly bright penetrating spot beam. 













» AQUASNAP 
1 : No need to worry where to buy cameras for the 
| Aquashot II housing. Ikelite now offers a single- use- 
' camera that can be used above water or inthe 
~-» housing. The AquaSnap camera capes built-in flash 
and 27- “exposure film. 


i 





AQUASHOT II 


The Aquashot II is so simple and inexpensive you won't believe the beautiful 

results it can produce. Simply load the Aquashot II with a 35mm single-use 

camera and all you have to do is point and shoot. Oh yes, you do have to turn 

on the flash and advance the film, but that is as technical as it gets. SUBSTROBES 


Designed and built in the USA 
for both the professional and 
& amateur photographer, Ikelite offers 
| © models of underwater strobes to 
ues es bs . t different needs and budgets. 
co t design makes the N5 Tra a c. So aeeee 
nee — . Lach SLAVE “The Substrobe 50 is the brightest and 
an integral part of the camera with ee ee 

Bee ee | Ikelite’ S aaee Slave on * fastest recycling strobe in its class. 
two strobe mounting points located | {~~ , 

} Sensor turns any Ikelite . _ The Substrobe 100A offers variable 
underneath to reduce width. The N5 | eae 

PSubstrobe into a true iia : “output and angle of coverage. The 200 
Tray incorporates a Velcro strap and —- ‘ | : 4 400 ey f a id 
rubber handle for comfort and security. "9 Pc slave, operates up ee “an are the choice 9 pros the wor 


~ NIKONOS N5 TRAY 


_Ikelite's Nb Tray was designed 
exclusively for the Nikonos V. The 













a oo. oe aaa ee pe. 2 pry strobe, plus eliminates - me 8 by a two year limited warranty support- 
| RAPID ADVANCE LEVER an} r the need for a second > a 3 ed bya proven commitment toservice. 


to 50 feet from the prima- 3 4 ! over. All Ikelite Substrobes are covered - 


Tkelite's Rapid Advance installs over —“ _ cumbersome sync cord. | | i unmatched in the industry worldwide. 








the Nikonos V folding film advance lever, — 
: pak, film advancement fast and Fe, 


QUICK GRIP ARMS” 


Ikelite’s Quick Grip Arms offer allthe  — { 
features of a ball-socket arm system, — 
plus the added advantage of a quick 


release handle. Removable at the push of a 





‘ikelite | 








| hy a — -. 50 W 33rd Street — 
offers easy ¢ one hand. control of the strobe. ee le - Rte. i: cianapols, IN 4620 3 
For additional loteondicn contact your local Dive ‘Shop ne 317.923.4523 
ee circle #50 on Reader Service Card tt” Re CP h ae RALTOP eS NAMIE SOL eRe 


ee "UNDERWATER SYStEMS = oo 
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BEST-RKEPI 
SECRET 
IN DIVING 


is becoming Common 
fi nowled: Ge. 


Simply stated, for the past 25 years 
we have cared more about creating 
comfortable divers than about 
marketing programs. In fact, 
hundreds of thousands of divers have 
gone through our courses, and we 
have won awards for our high quality 
certification products. 

We have made.a name within 
the industry, but not necessarily with 
the general diving public. However, 
this is changing as more and more 
dive operators turn to SSI. There are 
now over 1,100 SSI Dealers in 75 
countries, and more people are 
getting certified SSI every year. 


You owe it to yourself fo 
find out more about SSI. 
Contact SSI for more information about SS/ 
and the SS/ Authorized Dealer nearest to you. 


ANY/ 


Because We Care 


JOUR oO HOOLS MTERMATIONAL 


2619 Canton Court * Fort Collins, CO 80525-4498 
1-800-892-2702 * (970) 482-0883 * FAX 482-6157 
E-Mail: SSILEN@aol.com/SSIHQ@delphi.com / 
71234,2437@compuserve.com 
Internet: http:/Avww.ssiusa.com 
©1995 CONCEPT SYSTEMS, INC. 
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SCUBA ACCESSORIES 


SDM Editors Pick Items That Make 
Diving Safer, Easier and More Fun! 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


EDITORS’ 
PICK OF THE MONTH 
Personalized — 


with your name, DAN number, blood ~ 
type, allergies, emergency contact © 
numbers, the DAN hotline number, etc.., 
this 2% by 3 inch tag could save yout life. 
Clipped to your BC, it will alert your dive 
buddy and/or emergency personnel to 
pertinent information needed to make 
life or death decisions. 

Made of Teslin 
and encased in 
a colorful, high 
impact plastic 
shell, it is neg- 
atively buoy- 
ant and water- 
proof. $7.95. For Pom. ove 
more information, call (91 gy | 
684-2948, = 





ae 









Let’s face It, U/W 
photographic equipment re- 
quires incredible mainte- 
nance. O-rings and electrical 
contacts, fouled by dirt and 
grease, could ruin a great 
shot or your equipment. Let 
CL-40’s scientifically engi- 
neered enzymes do the work 
for you. Just a drop on the 
connector contacts will dissolve 
old silicone and decrease contact resis- 
tance. You can also use it instead of 
standard O-ring grease. $9.95. For deal- 
er information, call (800) 991 -DIVE. = 





The East 
Coast’s renowned wreck diver, Dan Berg, 
has compiled a wealth of wreck diving ex- 
perience into three sets ($19.95 each) of 
shipwreck slates: Set 1, the Long Island 
South Shore; Set 2, the Jersey Coast; and 
Set 3, due out soon, a combination of the 
first two. Each four by six inch, plastic, wa- 
terproof slate features a site sketch, 


depth, average visibility, bottom ZEN. 
eee of the small whistle focuses the 


composition, shipwreck his- .« 
tory and present condi- 
tion. Holes in the 

slates allow << 
you to bind A : 





and/or connect ‘B 
them to a BC D-ring. Call (516) 
868-2658 for a dealer in your area. =8® 
















Have sore shoulders and & 
precarious balancing acts fm 
made you dream of a 
better way to carry your 
tank? Padded, 
adjustable 
and made 

from durable 
polypropylene webbing, the Tank Tote 


~. may just be the answer. Loops formed 


by the D-rings at the end of each 
strap slip over the valve of the 
i tank. You can carry one tank 
Ha or two, distributing the weight 
» over the shoulders. The Tank 
Tote is available in black, 
red, royal blue, yellow and pink 
for $29.95. Call Dive Smart at 
(413) 529-0036 for the address of your 
nearest dealer. = 









Shore dives al- 
ways present 
me with a 
particular 
dilemma. 
Where do 
| stash the 
car key? Once | tucked 
itin what | thought would be a safe place 
and found it an hour later buried in the sand. 
Key Per could be an important $5 invest- 
ment for me. Attached by a peel and stick 
adhesive glue to a dive tank, surfboard, car 
body, boat, etc, your key is secured with an 
elastic loop cord and enclosed in a touch 
fastening pouch. Key Per is waterproof and 
UV resistant. For the address of your near- 
est dealer call (808) 488-5996. = 


/ The 
ThunderStorm ™ 
is loud! With minimal effort, its ear a doting 
scream can be heard over wind, waves 

and engine noise. The harmonic design 


™— 


sound into a single frequency and 
is amplified to create the loudest 
, sound of any whistle. It can also 
be heard underwater. Attach it 
to your BC with the lanyard ring 
and you will never be far from 
safety. $4.75. For information, call 
(314) 486-3332. = 
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The Nikonos Underwater Photography 
System can put the thrill, adventure and 
Til eater ame) me hUlite MlaiceM e\-lai-l mi cele l 
for you. With the world’s most techno- 
logically advanced underwater cameras, 
lenses and accessories, only the ocean 


itself offers more possibilities. 
4 
The Nikonos-V is the ideal underwater 


camera. It’s designed for every underwater 
relateycolete-] elat-mmigeliimel-y¢ ll ilal-lamcem-s-1-lLelae-ce| 
professional. And even first-timers can 
experience stunning results. Just let 
Nikonos-V's ultra-reliable automation 
help you capture beautifully vivid color 
and crystal clear images. 


Start with macro photography, using 
extension tubes. Then, as your taste for 
adventure grows, you can take on the 
challenge of 

wide-angle 

elaveycelele-] lah 


with our incredibly sharp 15mm wide- 
angle lens. 


To fully unleash your creative potential, 
FYofom dam iL Celilo MateMlare(-lane- leis 
photography system. When you look 
through the unbelievably bright, remark- 
ably lifelike actionfinder of the Nikonos 
RS, the world’s only underwater SLR 
camera, an amazing new world of 
Wrate(-Te-t-t-Miar-lelial muelil--M- lh ma? ils 
before your eyes. 


True reflex viewing, the world’s most 
advanced autofocus system, Nikonos’ 
ultra-sophisticated matrix metering and 
other technological advancements that 
border on the miraculous, bring you 
creative possibilities that only a few 
years ago were an underwater photog- 
rapher’s fantasy. 


The Nikonos-V and the Nikonos RS — 
they put the universe of underwater 


excitement right in TL O 7) 


your hands. 










‘| The intriguing world — nears ms | Ais 
of macro giiotogrsbiy | Eee 

with a Nikonos-V and 

extension tubes is 

always exciting. 

TTL automatic flash 

operation provides 

_ reliable exposures. 
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Reef panoramas are easy work for 
the 13mm Fisheye-Nikkor lens on — 
the RS, with an incredible 170 view 
of the underwater realm. » 


i” ery magnificent wide angle palette 
of coral colors articulately rendered 
with a 15mm Nikkor lens on a 
Nikonos-V. A compact system, 
designed for fast, easy handling. 


The 50mm Micro-Nikkor is the workhorse 
lens of the Nikonos RS system. Capable of 
continuous focusing to life-size reproduction, 
this is the best tool for capturing the elusive 
beauty of shy marine life. 


6) 








been better 
equipped 
to take 


the other 


three-fourths | 


of the 
Wey a leks 


greatest 


Distibuted'by | Nikon inc. 


a 3 
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ie 


. As Sy yy mM Eo 


ht She teatires ol ‘the MF- 26 pa back, cluding auto brackeltte: auto flash 
Simeon, eXPOSUres, intervelometer and freeze focus. A second option, 


an electronic back insert, lets you customize menu functions. For a brochure on the 
- Aquatica 90 and the line of EER ROUSIES call 1-800-NIKON-35. 
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Dive comfort is enhanced 
with the proper thermal 
protection. You will need 
aalecovaM(-\-t-Me) Mian le¢-lale, 
Cayman’s 80°F waters 
(top) than you willin 
California, where 64°F 
water is considered warm. 


re) ale) Cova A'f=) @e) Cs ns) 


Proper Gear Selection 
Chutes Cala ve 
Comfortable Diving 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


B yale exe) aahie)ar-le)(-mOPAN\mer-lamel-R-)[0p 
sive. While we tend to focus on im- 
proving our skills, our equipment is 
Yo [Ur-\ihVamlaa] @le)at=l alam im-ja(elbl(e Mm e\-M>1- (Vane 
Uhsyow= alo ma ats\-1mel0| a el-laie)dgalclaleismalclole ls 
and expectations. It should keep us 
Wee laaaMmic\>)mexe)aal(e)arsle)(-e-|aremel-mci0lir-le) (= 
ice) igt-Kere)acelie(olaroaiam’ 7al(eaMu (one \\ice 

Water temperature plays a big part in 
Te 10]| e)gals\alasy-)(-ve1s(e)a mm Adal (sMelamrslare mie 
may feel comfortable in 70°F tempera- 
tures without heavy clothing, water of 
that temperature is considered cold. 
That’s because water conducts heat 
away from the body 25 times faster 
than air. Thus, in waters of 70°F and be- 
low, thermal protection becomes ex- 
tremely important for diver comfort. 
Also because of water’s conductive 
properties, many divers need some 
thermal protection even in warm water. 

Scuba equipment made by Mares, a 
TOMY (<r-|me)(e mere)an] er=\anmal-y-(e(ell-lac-1e-\enl a 
Rapallo, Italy, is especially well 
idavolele|aimeleimlene-1ef-\eemceme-lage\-1g-1t0 lace 
The Mares line includes wetsuits, 
hoods, gloves, booties and BCs de- 
Jfefal=\om Ko el- mie) damcole(-1tal-lallamsyels\ei (6 
water temperatures. 

Water and land temperatures are 
hottest near the equator (0 degrees 
F-\ghauce(-) Mmaal-\"rerele)m-l-m'celO maar) malelain 


or south. The names of the wetsuits in 
Mares’ Latitude line provide clues as 
to the water temperatures for which 
they were intended. 

iRal-mke)iamer-le-Ui(-)manl-laecm-lalem’7e)aate 
Tae we lanl aa manva(e)amimal=ie) ©) a-lal-m-) ale) aa lors 
($134.95) are for diving in very warm 
water, 80°F or higher. There’s also a 
15th Parallel reversible jumpsuit for 
those who desire full body coverage. 
Designed for diving in 75 to 87°F wa- 
ter, this supple 1mm neoprene nylon II 
suit has a back zipper. It comes in 
men’s and women’s models and re- 
tails for $164.95. 

The 25th Parallel Jumpsuit, intend- 
ed for wear in water ranging from 72 to 
87°F, is 2mm neoprene nylon Il and 
has a back zipper. The slightly thicker 
3mm neoprene, nylon Il 27th Parallel 
iV an) ee limicm-selit-16)(-Mie) melo (ORsioba ma \7- te 
ters and comes in men’s and women’s 
models. While the thicker the neo- 
(eo) g=)al-mm dats mantel acm arcielt- tle) amim ©)KehU10(=1<) 
and the warmer the suit, Itmiting water 
exchange inside a suit will also keep 
the wearer warmer. To that end, both 
the 25th and 27th Parallel suits have 
skin (smooth, uncoated neoprene) 
Seve | KoWrs lm alomexe)| Fela com alsy| emaalialealyAsm'c< be 
ter entry. This unisex 25th Parallel 
Jumpsuit sells for $149.95; the 25th 
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Parallel Jumpsuit retails for $199.95. 

All cf the above suits are considered 
warm water exposure garments. Mares’ 
42nd Parallel wetsuits are intended for 
cold water ranging from 45 to 75°F. The 
42nd Parallel, available in men’s sizes 
only, is 6.5mm neoprene nylon Il. A two 
piece suit, it consists of a step-through 
jacket and farmer john. It retails for 
$284.95. 

Even colder waters demand even 
more protection; the 45th Parallel two 
piece suit for men and women is de- 
signed for temperatures in the 40 to 70°F 
range. Made of 6.5mm nylon |, it has 
plush inside, a step-through jacket and 
farmer jane/john. There are skin-in seals 
at the neck, wrists and ankles anda 
spinepad on the farmer jane/john to mini- 
mize water flow and exchange inside the 


A WORD OF THANKS 


A special word of thanks to the fol- 
lowing companies that made this pro- 
ject a success: | 

Crew of the Lorikeet, Parrots 

Landing, Grand Cayman, BWI 

Crew of the Psalty V, Psalty 

Adventures, San Pedro, CA 


SR gee NMR RM RT RN soe RE 


suit. The 45th Parallel sells for $409.95. 


There’s also a 45th Parallel Semidry 
Jumpsuit for water temperatures in the 
40 to 70°F range. In 6mm neoprene ny- 
lon I, this one piece garment has plush in- 
side and a dry zipper on the back. The 
skin-out seals at the wrists and ankles 
mate with Mares boots and gloves to 
minimize water exchange. The attached 
hood has a skin-in seal for the same rea- 
son. The 45th Parallel Semidry sells for 
$459.95. 

For use with the suits mentioned 
above Mares sells color coordinated 
gloves and booties. They come in 2, 3, 5, 
6.5 and 7mm neoprene, in sizes ranging 
from extra small to extra large (most 
models). There is also a 5mm unisex 
hood in sizes from extra small to extra 
large ($39.95). The boots range in price 
from $29.95 to $64.95; the gloves from 
$29.95 to $44.95. 

The Isotherm suits provide the most 
thermal protection in the Mares wetsuit 
line. One piece jumpsuits, they are 
unique, with numerous special features. 
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They come in both 6.5mm (men’s only) 
and 5mm (men’s and women’s). For 
added insulation, Isotherm suits have 
Thermotitan (a nylon fabric containing 


_ metal fibers) between the neoprene and 
— the nylon jersey on the outside and metal 


plush inside. There are patented, Mares- 


exclusive tubular skin seals at the neck, 


wrists and ankles to eliminate water ex- 


~ change altogether. These seals mate 


with skin-out seals on the 6.5mm Hi 
Boots and two pairs of gloves, the 
6.5mm Three Finger and the 5mm Cold 
Water. At the wrists and ankles the seals 
are overlapped with an adjustable touch- 
fastener closing flap for a custom fit. The 
6.5mm Isotherm suits ($544.95) have a 
watertight zipper on the back; the 5mm 
suits ($514.95) have a tubular seal zip- 
per. The hood designed for use with the 
Isotherm suits is the 5mm Unisex, men- 
tioned above, which has a skin-in seal at 
the neck. 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 

Warm water BCs typically provide less 
lift than cold water BCs. They are also 
more compact, lighter weight and have 
more padding. Warm water BCs don't 
require large lift capacities because warm 
water suits are thinner, provide less 








buoyancy and thus require less weight to 
be worn by the diver. The thinner suits al- 
SO mean the BC needs more padding to 
be comfortable. And, finally, since space 
and weight are always at a premium 
when traveling, compact, lightweight 
BCs are preferred. 

Mares sells seven BCs. Three were 
designed especially for warm water div- 
ing; four can be used in all conditions but 
are especially suited for cold water. 

The Southern Exposure ($329.95), 
Vector LX ($384.95) and Tropic Ex- 
posure ($399.95) meet all of the specifi- 
cations of awarm water BC, as outlined 
above. They have medium lift capacities, 
padded shoulder straps and a stream- 
lined cut. Their backpacks are light- 
weight and compact. 

The four cold water BCs, Vector Pro 
($454.95), Northern Exposure ($489.95), 
Vector High Lift ($599.95) and Vector 
1,000 ($599.95) have medium to high lift 
Capacities (the Vector High Lift, large 
size, has the highest lift capacity of any 
Mares BC, 55 pounds). While the Vector 
Pro and Vector High Lift have 420 denier 
nylon bags, the Northern Exposure has 
an even sturdier 840 denier bag and the 
Vector 1,000, designed for technical div- 
ing, has a super sturdy 1,000 denier bag. 

All Mares BCs come with the low pro- 
file Ergo inflator. It features a sliding hose 
retainer that Keeps corrugated and low 
pressure hoses neatly together anda 
large, easy to use inflator button. 
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signed for cold water include the Northern Lainie pa ely and the Vector High Lift. 
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REGULATORS 


Most regulators work equally well in temperate 
and warm waters. Extreme conditions such as ice 
diving, however, require regulators with 
special features. The Mares MR12 Akros 
: _ (pictured here) is ideal for most any con- 
yard? dition, including ice diving. At $409.95, it 
is neither the most expensive nor the 
least expensive of the six regulators Mares 
sells. It has a compact, lightweight second 
| stage with a patented Vortex Assisted Design. 
This consists ofa finned bypass and a pivoting vane that combine to produce an 
easy breathing machine. 
The Akros’ nickel and chrome plated brass first stage features a Dynamic Flow 
Control system that minimizes the pressure drop during inhalation, providing 


hose between the first and second stages, five low pressure and one high pres- 
sure port round out the MR12 Akros’ features. 


Left: Getting ready to enter Santa Catalina’s cold waters, these divers wear Mares 
45th Parallel Semidry Jumpsuits (left and right) and the Isotherm (center). Right: These 
divers are about to dive Grand Cayman in 15th Parallel suits. Below: Mares BCs de- 





consistently high performance breathing under all work loads. A large diameter | ’ 








It is beyond the scope of this article to 
detail the features of these BCs; each is 
unique. Divers shopping for a BC should 
choose the one that fits best and has the 
features desired. 


FINS, MASKS AND SNORKELS 

Fins are the final consideration when it 
comes to selecting gear for warm or cold 
water use. Mares fins were detailed in 
our June 1996 issue, we will not dupli- 
cate that effort by examining them at 
length here. Suffice it to say that in warm 
water divers should consider using full- 
foot fins; in cold water, open heel fins, 
which have footpockets that can accom- 
modate booties, are more desirable. 

Masks and snorkels are not tempera- 
ture specific. Mares offers numerous 
models of each, color coordinated to its 
exposure suits. Divers should choose 
those that fit and feel comfortable. 

Almost any scuba accessory you 
could need is also offered by Mares. 
Check out the company’s line in your 
dive store. 


CONCLUSION 

Being comfortable underwater should 
be the goal of every diver. It takes more 
than a refinement of skills, however, it re- 
quires the proper equipment for the div- 
ing conditions. You'll know you're com- 
fortable when you can forget about your 
equipment and focus all your attention 
on what you’re doing, whether it’s sight- 
seeing, fishwatching, photography or 
whatever. If you’re constantly fiddling 
with your equipment, you're not comfort- 
able. Mares can help. For more informa- 
tion on the company’s product line, visit 
your nearby dealer. For the name of the 
dealer nearest you, contact Mares 
America Corp. in Norwalk, Connecticut, 
at (203) 855-0631 or fax (203) 866- 
9573, 
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CAYMAN MADNESS '96 


Deal! 


BAR) GAY TIAN 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 





t's not often traveling divers are offered a 
real Caribbean vacation bargain—but 
Grand Cayman has got one you just can’t 
refuse. Here Is the deal: low prices, great 
diving and lots of parties. Could a diver ask 
for anything more? 

a en | This fall, Caribbean Dive Tours and Bob 
= a : Soto’s Diving, Ltd., have once again 
-| Above: Accommodations for | teamed up to offer “the dive deal of the 
Madness °96, “the dive deal o decade.” During a seven week period 
from August 29 to October 24, they will be 

putting on Cayman Madness ’96. 

Each fun filled week (Thursday through 
Thursday) offers an eight day/seven night 
dive vacation package at one of Grand 
Cayman’s top resort hotels or condos. 
Every week-long event includes diving 
Grand Cayman’s best sites, seminars, 
demonstrations and social events. Partic- 
lpants have a chance to win hundreds of 
prizes, including airline tickets, PADI prod- 
ucts and Scubapro dive equipment. 

The week-long package price begins at 
$869 per person and includes round trip air 
fare from Miami to Grand Cayman. Included 
in the package are six days of diving, seven 
nights’ accommodations, a Cayman Mad- 
ness T-shirt and numerous parties. Com- 
panies such as Nikon will be on hand to 
demonstrate equipment and loan demon- 
stration models. 

Last year’s program attracted 1,029 
divers from 28 states plus Canada, the 
United Kingdom, Germany and South 
Africa. It is an opportunity to meet divers 
from all parts of the country as well as inter- 
national visitors. 

Cayman Madness ’96 will once again be 
limited to 150 divers per week. As event 
promoter Ron Kipp 


‘ANLW/W photographer be- ; 
comes the camera’sSubject. | 


explains, “We 
limit our dive 
boats to 20 passen- 
gers per trip to ensure 
maximum safety 
and diver enjoyment. 
There is no problem 
with overcrowding at 
dive sites, since there 
are now more than 200 
different sites with boat moorings.” 

For reservations, prices or more informa- 
tion about Cayman Madness ‘96, contact 
Ron Grzelka at Caribbean Dive Tours, (800) 
786-3483. = 
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Cayman Madness 

Bob Soto’s Diving and Caribbean Dive 
Tours are hosting seven consecutive 
weeks of diving and social events through 
October 24 (not including October 4 to 
10). This “dive and party” week-long 
package includes round trip airfare via 
Cayman Airways or Northwest Airlines, 
accommodations, daily diving and social 
activities, featuring the popular underwa- 
ter treasure hunt, a beach luau and rum 
punch/steel band party. Additionally, there 
will be free dive equipment testing and use 
of Nikonos V cameras and strobes. 
Hundreds of prizes, totaling $75,000, will 
be given away. 

For more information, contact Carib- 
bean Dive Tours at (800) 786-3483; fax 
(404) 565-0129, = 


Oceans 96 

This year’s Oceans ’96 conference will 
be held September 23 to 26 at The 
Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward County 
Convention Center. This year’s theme is 
The Coastal Ocean—Prospects for the 
21st Century. The littoral zones of global 
oceans and future technologies will be 
highlighted; nine technical sessions are 
planned, encompassing more than 60 
ocean related areas, as are various other 
sessions. 

For information, call (908) 562-5362, fax 
(908) 981-0538, e-mail: Oceans’ 96@ 
IEEE.org or peruse the web site at http:// 
auviom1 .tamu.edu/oes/. = 


Southpoint Divers’ 


Safety Weekend 

The Southpoint Divers’ Safety Weekend 
will begin on September 28 in Key West, 
Florida. The weekend commences with a 
5K, 7:30 am walk/run. Diver safety cours- 
es, including PADI medic first aid, dive ac- 
cident management and the DAN oxygen 
provider, will be offered throughout the 
weekend. There will also be regularly 
scheduled dive excursions via Pro 42 jet 
boats. All proceeds will be donated to the 
Divers Alert Network (DAN). 

Accommodations for participants will be 
handled exclusively by the historic Holiday 
Inn La Concha in Key West. 

For information on registration and ac- 
commodations, contact Southpoint Divers 
at 714 Duval Street, Key West, Florida 
33040, call (800) 891-DIVE or fax (305) 
296-6888; the e-mail address is 
Southpoint@aol.com. =8 


Texas Trashfest 

The Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving 
Clubs will conduct its 21st annual 
Trashfest on October 5. The ecological 
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dive will take place in New Braunfels, 
Texas, and focus on the Comal River and 
its banks. There is a $10 entry fee; an 
awards presentation, dinner and door 
prizes will follow the dive and are included 
in the fee. Registration begins at 8:00 am 
at Prince Solms Park. 

For information, contact Gene or Sara 
Baugher at 4426 Smooth Oak, Houston, 
Texas 77058 or call (713) 483-4761. = 


Tenth Annual Public 


Safety Diver Forum 

The tenth annual public safety diver na- 
tional forum will be held October 8 to 11 
at the Fraternal Order of Police, Lake 
Conway Facility, Orlando, Florida. Besides 
practical training for law enforcement and 
fire/rescue divers, teams of two divers can 
compete for prizes. Tuition is $250 per 
team and includes the Michigan State 
Police S.T.A.R. program, DAN oxygen 
provider course, introduction to nitrox, per- 
sonal watercraft basic rescue and more. 

For information, contact Detective Ketron 
Brown at (407) 836-4570, ext. 77240. 
Packages are also available from Central 
Florida Emergency Services Institute, 2966 
W. Oakridge Road, Orlando, Florida 32809; 
phone (407) 855-3281 . = 


YMCA Scuba Convention 

The 37th annual convention of the 
National YMCA Scuba Program will be 
held November 15 to 17 at the Huntsville 
Marriot and U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama. The con- 
vention is open to all divers regardless of 
affiliation. 

For information, contact the National 
YMCA Scuba Program at 5825-2A Live 
Oak Parkway, Atlanta, GA 30098-1728 or 
phone (770) 662-5172. 8% 


International Underwater 
Medicine Symposium 

The Federation Francaise d’Etudes et 
Sports sous-Marins, in association with 
the World Underwater Federation (CMAS), 
will hold an international symposium on 
breath-hold diving December 6 to 7 in 
Paris, France. The physiology, psychology, 
limits and techniques of breath-hold diving, 
as related to professional and recreational 
activities, will be discussed. 

For more information, contact Dr. Michel 
Leloup at 21 rue Voltaire, 93100 Montreuil, 
France or call O01 48 70 92 93; fax 01 48 70 
7190. = 
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INTRODUCING THE JEER 
CHEROKEE CLASSIC 


It will certainly be tempting to drive Cherokee 
Classic right off the dealer’s lot to some remote 
mountaintop not found on any map. 

This limited edition has that classic Cherokee 
silhouette and features body-color side cladding, 
grille, wheel flares, and air dam. You'll also notice 
some serious 5-spoke alloy rims. 


On the inside, there’s standard air condition- 
ing. Driver's air bag! A full floor console. Power 
steering. Roof rack. A rear-window wiper/washer. 





Leather-wrapped tilt steering wheel. And a190 
horsepower I-6 engine. Plus, the Classic comes with 
your choice of two- or four-wheel drive. 

If the neighbors eventually do get a glimpse 
of your Cherokee and if they ask you about the 
options, tell them there are about a million to 
choose from: Monument Valley, the Grand Canyon, 
the Black Hills of South Dakota, Yosemite, the 
Rubicon Trail, etc., etc. ... 


Jeep 


TAER E'S "ON LY: ONE 


tAlways wear your seat belt for a fully effective air bag. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 
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PETER HUGHES INVESTS IN THE FE- 
Brina: The MV FeBrina, which visits 
Northern New Britain Island, Papua 
New Guinea, including Kimbe Bay, the 
Witu Islands and Fathers Reefs, is now 
jointly owned and operated by Max and 





Cecilie Benjamin, Captain Alan Raabe 
and Peter Hughes Diving, Inc. 

As space is limited aboard the 
FeBrina, please contact your favorite 
dive travel planner or Peter Hughes 
Diving, Inc. For further information 
and/or reservations contact Peter 
Hughes Diving, Inc., 6851 Yumuri 
Street, Suite 10, Coral Gables, FL 
33146; (800) 9-DANCER, (800) 932- 
6237, (805) 669-9391 or fax (805) 
669-9475. The Internet address Is 
htto://www.winnet.net/dancer/ and 
e-mail should be directed to 
dancer@winnet.net. =» 


No One Does as 
Much for Divers. 





DAN now offers up to $125,000+ 


dive accident coverage! 


DAN members receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 


¢ 24-hour dive emergency hotline and 
medical information line based at 
Duke University Medical Center. 


¢ Automatic $100,000 emergency medical 
evacuation — no restriction on length of 


stay outside of the USA 
¢ Eligibility for up to $125,000 dive 


accident insurance coverage, PLUS a 
total of $35,000 additional coverage for 
AD&D or P&TD, lost dive equipment, 
loss of air line ticket, and extra 
accommodations* 


¢ Subscription to award-winning 
Alert Diver magazine 


¢ A free copy of the DAN Dive and 
Travel Medical Guide 


* Eligibility for diving’s only 
emergency ID — the DAN Tag™ 


* Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting vital 
research and services that benefit DAN 
members and all recreational divers 


DAN membership is only $25 per year.** 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value. 


Call 800-446-2671 


(Priority Code CC96) 


* Availible through $35 DAN Master Plan. Other insurance 


options are available. AD&D: accidental death and 
dismemberment; P&TD: permanent and total disability. 
** Membership includes evacuation, magazine and medical 


guide. Insurance is extra and ranges from $25 to $35 per year. 


Divers Alert Network ~~) 
Your Dive Safety Association be 


http://www.dan.ycg.org 
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Nai’A IN Fiui: See & Sea Travel of San 
Francisco has its 1997 year-round 
schedule of departures for Nai’a in Fill. 
There are 7 and 10 day cruises. 

Divers who want more diving will find 
that Nai’a’s 10 day cruises can realisti- 
cally deliver 40 to 50 dives on the 
Pacific’s most colorful sites. 

Shark feeds, Manta Rays and schooling 
pelagics round out your adventure, 
while Nai’a’s Superb crew and air-con- 
ditioned private suites pamper you with 
creature comforts. 





For further information, contact See & 
Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street, 
#205, San Francisco, CA 94138; (415) 
434-3400, fax (415) 434-3409, e-mail to 
divxprt@ix.netcom.com or visit on the 
Internet at htto://www.divxprt.com/ 
see&sea. = 


SELISKY Wins E.R. Cross Awarop: Lee 
Selisky, president of Sea Pearls of 
Minnesota has received the Historical 
Diving Society’s E.R. Cross Award. 

Sponsored by the Divers Institute of 
Technology in Seattle, Washington and 
presented by the HDS USA annually, this 
award is given to the HDS member who 





has made the most outstanding contri- 
bution to advance Its aims. 

The Historical Diving Society USA, is 
dedicated to the preservation of the his- 
tory of all forms of diving, including sport, 
military, commercial and scientific. 
Membership is open to anyone with an 
interest in diving’s past. For information, 
contact the Historical Diving Society 
USA, 2022 Cliff Dr. #119, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93109; (805) 963-6610, fax (805) 
962-3810, = 





Introducing 


-90 PRO 


Underwater Housing for 
é Nikon N90 Series 






Standard Flat 
Port 


Gum SE Extension Ring 
ee ot one 


Be ety Sig Compact Macro 
Port Extension 








Ring 40 
ed Compact 
eee Macro Port 
Engineered exclusively for Nikon’s N90 cameras, the NX-90 Prois an ultra-compact, — 
lightweight housing superbly crafted of noncorrosive aluminum with a luxurious metallic a Compact Macro 
=e : eee . ; . = Port Extension 

finish. Its ergonomic design is complemented by adjustable hand grips and oversized Ring 35 
shutter release and auto focus levers. A large illuminated window to the Multi-Control 
Data Back and a sensible configuration of controls afford precision command of the 
camera’s manual and automatic functions. The unique built-in Quick Shoe permits quick Zoom ror 
and tool-free camera installation. Bayonet mounting optical ports accommodate 55 nee. 





10 interchangeable lenses. The housing is TTL compatible via any five-pin connector. Dome Port FE 


The NX-90 Pro is the ultimate instrument for the professional underwater 
photographer—and anyone who wants to shoot like one. 


Built for high-powered performance: 





Construction: Corrosion-resistant aluminum alloy, hard-almite galvanized finish 
Maximum depth: 200 feet 
sheq <4 at] Mote) anne) ior Command dial, power switch, shutter release, exposure correction, KeyORallaa speed 
ay Dome Port CDP 
selector, input selector dial, exposure mode, synchronization mode, AF lock, 
Illuminator button, manual focus knob, zoom control, aperture elainne)| 
Compatible Aa le\ato He ol ei Aelo) cc 1.4.46) Aes A Oli sles al a Aeleli Nil dole Aottoso Mal a Aclel eB ]4.colatolontel Olealaah Tele Con Port 


AF Zoom Nikkor 24-50mm, AF Micro Nikkor 60mm, AF Micro Nikkor 105mm, AF 

Nikkor 2Omm, AF Fisheye Nikkor 16mm, AF Sigma 24mm, AF Sigma18Omm Micro 
Compatible strobes: Sea & Sea's YS-5OTTL-N, YS-120 Duo, YS-300TTL-N, and any strobe with a 

Nikonos five-pin connector 
Dimensions: 8.6 x 6.2x 4.3" (WxHxL) 
Weight: 3.9 lbs. air; 0.6 Ib. u/w 













An unparalleled line of 
213 products: cameras, lenses, 






a ; co 2370 


as Gt ae en, ee: es strobes, housings and accessories 

for the novice to the most discerning 

professional. Sea & Sea, shaping the 

future of underwater photography 

®Nikon is a registered trademark of Nikon Inc. Photography USA with equipment you can enjoy today. 


For the authorized Sea & Sea dealer nearest you: 


2105 Camino Vida Roble, Suite L, Carlsbad, CA 92009 : Phone: (619) 929-1909 - Fax: (619) 929-0098 
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FOMMUNICATIONS 


The Buddy Phone 


Adding A Whole New Dimension to Diving 


ave you ever lost a dive buddy? | 

mean temporarily. He’s diving right 
beside you one second and the next, 
you can’t even find his bubbles. At best 
this is annoying, at worst, dangerous. 
Wouldn't it be great to just ask your bud- 
dy where he’s gotten to? With the Buddy 
Phone you can! 

Whether you just want to keep track of 
an errant dive buddy, discuss underwa- 
ter sites and changes in dive plan, pose 
an underwater model, guide visiting 
divers or conduct detailed search and 
rescue operations, the ability to commu- 
nicate immediately and clearly is impor- 
tant. And, aside from making underwater 
operations much easier, communicating 
with the Buddy Phone can add a whole 
new dimension of fun. 


POWERFUL AND VERSATILE 

Although you can choose different 
Buddy Phone components, all operate 
similarly, using ultrasound (83 kHz) to 
communicate U/W to depths of 130 feet. 
Because communication Is via line of 
sight, it can be affected by obstacles, 
sea conditions and ambient noise levels. 
However, the Buddy Phone is amazingly 
powerful. Clear, sharp communication 
can be carried out at distances of 1,640 
feet or more! 






photo/Bonnie J. Cardone 


The Buddy Phone XT-100 consists of a 
transceiver and a mouth mask. Divers 
using it can listen and talk underwater. 
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BY JIM WALKER 





oe 


and Buddy Phone Kit, Jean-Michel — 
Cousteau (left) and Dave Stancil can 
talk to each other U/W. — ay 


All components of the Buddy Phone 
system are lightweight, rugged and easy 
to use. Depending on which you choose, 
you can listen only or listen and talk to 
other divers or both divers and topside 
observers. 

The Buddy Phone was developed and 
is manufactured by Ocean Technology 
Systems. OTS has long been respected 
for its innovative, rugged and powerful 
underwater communication systems, 
suitable for the most demanding com- 
mercial applications. Although it can be 
used in a variety of operations, the Buddy 
Phone was designed specifically for 
sport diving. To make it more easily ac- 
cessible to sport divers around the world, 
the Buddy Phone is available through 
U.S. Divers. 


LISTEN ONLY 

RX-100: Sometimes it is better to lis- 
ten than talk. This is especially true of 
groups of divers following one leader 
who needs to impart interesting or vital 
information without interruption. Such is 
the case with scuba students and tour 
groups. Here the leader would wear a 
transceiver and each member of the 
group an RX-100 receive only unit. 

The RX-100 is a handy little device that 


Using the Divator MKII Full Facemask _ 





slips over your facemask strap. Only four 
by four inches and weighing only seven 
ounces, you position it over your ear. The 
unit is powered by a nine volt battery 
sealed inside a tube by a bore type O- 
ring. Power will last for up to eight hours 
of operation or more. While there is no 
battery power indicator, you'll know if 
your battery is becoming weak by con- 
sistently poor reception. Even so, check 
your battery’s power before each dive. 

The RX-100 is activated when sub- 
merged in water and will stay on fora 
minute or so after being taken out of the 
water. You can activate it before diving 
by touching the two stainless steel 
screw-head contacts with wet fingertips. 
You'll know it’s working if you put it to 
your ear as you tap or rub the case with 
your finger. The tapping or rubbing will be 
amplified and quite loud. 

The RX-100 focuses sound in a re- 
verse cone to concentrate it at your ear 
and utilizes both your eardrum and bone 
conduction. Surprisingly loud, it can be 
clearly heard underwater through a neo- 
prene hood. If itis too loud, move it 
slightly away from the ear. You might 
have to time your exhalations around re- 
ceptions because regulator bubbles can 
sometimes drown out reception. 
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Introducing our Expanded Fleet of First Class Liveaboards 


see more of the fascinating 
world below as Peter Hughes 
takes you to new and exotic 
destinations like Papua New 
Guinea and the Red Sea. Enjoy 
all the advantages of Peter’s 
fo) ate (o) [ale me [6(-\-) am (ome (=) |\Vclammial= 
ultimate dive experience. Relax « 
ale tal W ile) meit-loyomere) ance lame) spa- 
cious cabins with ensuite facill; 


ties, morning coffee service; 


and sit-down dining with full- 
course meals. Have it all at your 
convenience with fully stocked 
onboard boatiques, top-notch 
dive deck services, rigid deco 
bars, and daily E-6 processing 
and video services. If you'd like 
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‘that marks a Peter mile lates 
dive experience, visit our web 


Site, phone, or e-mail us today. 
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e-mail: 
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Sun Dancer Il - Palau 


New 





6851 Yumuri Street / Suite 10 / Coral Gables / Florida 33146 / 305-669-9391 / Fax 305-669-9475 


Internet: http://www.winnet.net/dancer/ dancer @winnet.net 
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2 At SAND DOLLAR, you _ ine resort! SAND DOLLAR DIVE & PHOTO - 
z will notice some- 2 is simply 5 
thing very different unparalleled FS] 
s| for a dive resort - condos. in the Cariobean for 2 
ra, Bonaire, in the Dutch convenience and ease of | 


diving. Relax and watch a; 


# Caribbean, has long been 7 
sunset in the open air Gal 


/ known as one of the 





: world’s top dive destinations, PARROT restaurant. Then enjoy a studio, : 
23] and now you can dive with 1, 2 or 3-bedroom oceanfront condo, 
the premier dive resort on fully furnished, with air- 
S ; | st = 
fa Bonaire. Everything = aan ace xe? conditioned bed- = 
= at SAND DOLLAR IS 4 Aisne rooms, large living = 
centrally located, § * areas, cable TV, fe] 
right on the! e full kitchens and 2 
dock. The dive’ private balconies. 


Call for eee ee 
family vacation : 
packages and ask 
about our kids program 
- the SAD PENNY CLUB! 


store, photo and a 
video _ facility, 
Suest equipment % | 
storage and rest- ™ 
aurant are in one convenient location at 


_ SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 


tale ah rea 


RES SHES. 
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POM ei er, Or.) Ve. RESOr tT! 
Reservations: 1-800 .288- 4773 or 407-774-9292, BONAIRE: 599-7-8738 


2 EDS seb od BR PERS EAE PUTS eee Se IMIS 1A 05 CLARA BE oe cs © ors an Dou tao 
FETs aE SSIES 3/63 Nees am os NesaneS aE SES 16: Nea Neamt Eos NeasieoaHe St Coa C7 lesa mance 
circle #28 on Reader Service Card 


a 2 AS 
1 FoxyiFo3 HEs3| > BRE 





30 SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 


THE BUDDY PHONE 


LISTEN AND TALK 

To get the full amount of fun from the 
Buddy Phone system, you need to be 
able to talk as well as listen. There are 
several setups to accomplish this and 
you can choose the one that suits your 
needs and budget best. 

XT-100: The XT-100 transceiver uses 
the same housing and power as the RX- 
100 and receives in the same way. 
However, to transmit, you need botha 
microphone and an airspace at the 
mouth in which to make clear sound. To 
accomplish this the XT-100 has a water- 
proof ceramic microphone secured in a 
black silicone mouth mask. 





The mouth mask replaces the mouth- 
piece of your regulator. It has a wide, 
comfortable flange that seals around 
your mouth and chin. A nylon webbing 
headstrap with adjustable, snap-over 
buckles secures the mask to your face. 
The center of the strap is a large oval of 
neoprene to keep it in the best position 
on the back of the head. The mouth 
mask is only available in one size but will 
fit most divers well. 

The microphone is activated when you 
push the magnetic button switch on the 
outside of the mask. Press the button 
firmly and speak slowly and loudly—but 
don’t shout. 








MKII: The flagship of the Buddy 
Phone system is the Divator MKII Full 
Facemask, produced by Interspiro. It of- 
fers the clearest communication and 
most comfortable operation of all. The 
MKII combines the mask, transceiver, 
microphone and high performance regu- 
lator second stage in one handy pack- 
age. (The components of this system can 
be purchased together or separately.) 

The MKII mask seals to the face and 
under the chin with a very wide, supple 
flange that is super comfortable. To keep 
it properly on the face there is a five seg- 
ment headstrap, each segment passing 
through its own adjustable buckle. The 
clear plastic faceplate has a goggle 
shape at the top to offer maximum view- 
ing area without creating too much vol- 
ume inside the mask. The sides of the 
faceplate are matte finished to prevent 
distortions and distractions. Projections 
of the skirt allow attachment of glasses, 
should you need them underwater. 

The regulator second stage has a side 
mounted diaphragm that doubles as an 
exhaust valve. Its downstream lever ac- 
tion demand valve is very sensitive but 
only allows air to flow into the mask 
when you purge or inhale. (It keeps a 
very slight positive pressure in the mask 
to keep out water.) 

To prevent fogging and carbon dioxide 


build-up, there is a separate mouth/nose 
chamber inside the mask. Air first enters 





USER COMMENTS 


Fun: “Being able to commu- 
nicate with my dive buddies, as 
well as observers topside on 
our boat, was a real treat. 
Comments didn’t have to wait 
until after the dive to be shared 
and we could guide each other 
to interesting sights.” 

Simple and Comfortable: 
“While | found the open free- 
dom of the MKIl Full Facemask 
especially nice, both it and the 
mouth mask (XT-100 system) 
were quite comfortable once | 
became familiar with them. 
Both were also very easy to 
operate and | communicated 
clearly with those underwater 
and above—as lo long as | didn’t — 


transmit +o the same u ve 








the mask at the bottom of the faceplate 
and washes across it, passing through 
two one-way valves into the mouth area. 


Exhalations pass directly to the regulator 
and out. 

Inside the mouth/nose chamber there 
is arubber platform with a V-shape on 
top. To clear your ears, you press up on 
the bottom of the mask, which pushes 
the platform up against your nose. The 
height of the platform can be set to three 
positions for individual comfort. 

The MKIl transceiver is positioned on 
the mask strap, over the ear, as with the 
other Buddy Phone systems. The micro- 
phone button Is just above the regulator 
and the microphone is inside the mouth/ 
nose chamber. For maximum clarity 
when speaking, you adjust the distance 
from the microphone to your lips. This is 
accomplished by slightly bending the two 
heavy wires that support the microphone. 

Unlike the ceramic microphones in the 
other Buddy Phone systems, that of the 
MKIl is dynamic and studio quality. While 
this creates especially clear voice trans- 
mission, if the mic gets flooded, sound 
quality can be distorted by clinging 
droplets. Tap these off. Also, if the mic is 
flooded, it should be removed from the 
mask after diving for proper rinsing and 
drying to prevent corrosion. 

MKII PROFESSIONAL: A professional 
version of the MkIl is also available, with 
a gray silicone skirt instead of yellow. 

(Continued on Page 59) 


PRINCESS DIVERS AT PRINCESS BEACH RESORT & CASINO 


1-800-9DANCER 1 -800- 932-6237 


= 6851 Yumuri Street / Suite 10 / Coral Gables / Florida 33146 / 305-669-9391 / Fax 305-669-9475 


Internet: 


http://www.winnet.net/dancer/ 


e-mail: 
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Cathy Church’s Sunset U/W Photo Centre, G.C. 


Cathy Church's photo centre is the world’s 
largest and finest full-service U/W photo cen- 
tre. You'll love our easy, fun, afternoon U/W 
photo courses or one of Cathy’s highly ac- 
claimed 8 day courses (May-August 1996). 
Private instruction with Cathy is available year- 
round. Free mini-lesson and best prices on 
Nikonos, Sea & Sea and video rentals. 
Professional E-6 film processing and fast, reli- 
able Nikonos repair. Visit our gallery of breath- 
taking photos at affordable prices. At Sunset 
House, P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. 
Phone: (809) 949-7415, Fax: (809) 949-9770. 





Paradise Villas, Little Cayman 


Paradise Villas; heaven on the 
edge of the Caribbean. Charming 
villas featuring a master bedroom 
area with choice of king or twing 
beds, living room, verandah over-=- 
looking the ocean, fully equipped» 
kitchenette and air-conditionin oF 
guarantee your comfort. ~ 3 ole, \c oma 

Cool off in the freshwater pool, or 9 
just relaxin a hammock bythe 
ocean. At Paradise Villas relax in comfort and enjoy the untouched island of 
Little Cayman. Call for dive packages, Ph: (809) 948-0001; Fax: (809) 948-0002. 
Paradise Villas, P.O. Box 30, Little Cayman, Cayman Islands, BWI. 
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Your Guide 





Parrots Landing, Grand Cayman 


UNLIMITED BOAT DIV- 
ING! With 8 custom dive 
boats, top-notch shoreline 
facilities and FREE tanks 
for shore diving, Parrots 
Landing is everything you 
need ina dive operator. 
Our on-island reservation- 
ists tailor your dive vaca- 
tion to suit your taste in 
adventure. Call 1-800-448- 
0428 and ask about CAY- 
MAN TO THE MAX! Direct (809) 949-8903. 
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Jackie’s Watersports, Grand Cayman 


At Jackie’s, divers and snorkel- 
ers are treated professionally, 
friendly and efficiently. Our 
knowledgeable and qualified di- 
vemasters do PADI and NAUI in- “3 
struction training. West and North © 
Wall dives. No overcrowding, 10 
divers maximum. Snorkelers get ’ oe . 
great snorkeling, including Sandbar and Stingray City. Hotels & condo 
packages—economy to luxurious accommodations. Over 100 properties 
to choose from. Dive & Snorkel Packages call (809) 947-5791 (Jackie), Fax: 
(809) 945-3762. E-mail jackie@candw.ky. U.S. call 1-800-450-2084, Fax: 
(218) 722-7673. See Global Shopping Network on the Internet. 
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ISLANDS 


to Our Natural Treasures 


Capt. Marvin’‘s/Enterprise B & B, Grand Cayman 


Experience the island's hospitality 
with Captain Marvin’s Aquatics and : 
Enterprise Bed & Breakfast. Dive or - = 
snorkel with Captain Marvin, a water- 
sports pioneer in the Cayman Islands. 
Stay at the affordable Enterprise B & B 
and for $95 ppdo. The Bed, Breakfast, 
Boat & Buggy Package includes: spa- 
cious room and full American breakfast, 
personalized two-tank boat dive, free 
shore diving, rental car each day, room 
only $55, dive only $55. Reservations and 
information Ph: (818) 716-8380, Fax: 
(818) 348-3433. http:/Awww.earthlink.net/~enterprise 
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Divi Tiara Beach Resort & Dive Tiara, Cayman Brac 


Tranquil, transparent waters, colorful 
marine life and breathtaking coral form- 
ations are what you'll find when you ex- 4 
perience our extraordinary scuba adven- < 
tures. The expert divemasters at Peter © 
Hughes Dive Tiara will guide you 
through well-known Cayman Brac and 
Little Cayman dives, all world-class sites. Our resident photo pros will assist 
you in capturing the beauty of Cayman Brac’s crystal clear waters. Offering 
all the amenities of a world-class dive resort and hosting the Nikonos Shoot- 
out and Schools, Peter Hughes Dive Tiara of the Divi Tiara Beach Resort of- 
fers the best dive experience in the Cayman Islands. For reservations and 
information call: 1-800-367-3484 (U.S. & Canada), 919-419-3484. 
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Don Foster's, Grand Cayman 


Don Foster’s has 2 dive 
shops on 7 Mile Beach and 
headquarters atthe Radisson | 
Resort. Experience our daily 1 | 
and 2 tank dives, Stingray City © 
and instruction classes that 
make our diving safe and fun. 
Convenient 9:30 am departure 
and courtesy hotel pick-up. 
Complemented by the Ocean 
Photo Center & watersports fa- 
cility, please call to check out 
excellent package rates. 1-800-83-DIVER or 214-722-2535, Fax: 214-722-6511. 
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Brac Aquatics & Brac Caribbean, Cayman Brac 


Brac Aquatics, the island’s oldest & most 
experienced dive operator, has teamed up 
with Cayman Brac’s newest & by far finest 
full service luxury resort. We dive a vast va- — 
riety of spectacular sites, including Little 7 
Cayman your way! Our prices & services — 
will spoil you forever! Call for unbelievable a ail 
packages & prices in hotels, villas, condos & private homes. Or, try the ulti- 
mate, LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II, a former 90 foot mega-yacht. Very per- 
sonalized with only 10 divers maximum in 5 cabins, each with private 
head & shower. BRAC AQUATICS, P.O. Box 273781, Tampa, FL 33688- 
3781. Or call: 1-800-544-2722 * 813-962-2236 or Fax: 813-264-2742. 
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Coconut Harbour, Grand Cayman 


Waterfront dive hotel 
overlooking the ocean and 
some of Cayman Islands’ 
most beautiful reefs. Fa- = 
bulous shore diving and aa gm 
variety of boat dives are. 
available. Pool view and - 
oceanfront studio apart- qa 
ments feature air-cONdition- cule 
ing and kitchenettes. A — 
restaurant, open-air bar, 
freshwater swimming pool, 
whirlpool, pro-dive shop are all on site. Call (800) 552-6281 or (809) 949-7468. 
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Eden Rock Diving Center Ltd., Grand Cayman 


The Cayman Islands' greatest 
natural wonder is Eden Rocks and 
Devil's Grotto. Explore the tun- 
nels and caves or glide over the 
coral. You'll find it miraculous 
that this coral system is so close 
to shore. Eden Rock Diving Center 
is the gateway to the main attrac- 
tion with its new dive center satisfying the needs of experienced, novice 
and snorkel divers. Available packages combine diving from a custom 
built 42 foot boat and the best in unlimited shore diving. We specialize in 
instruction and offer PADI, NAUI, BSAC certification and student referral 
dives. Ph: 809-949-7243. Fax: 809-949-0842. 
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Soto's Cruises, Grand Cayman 


Diving and snorkeling 
with Soto’s Cruises is a 
pleasure. Our profession- 
al crew always ensures 
great personalized ser- 
vice. Enjoy the luxury 
comfort of our fine dive 
boats, 55 foot SEA HUNT 
and 33 foot SEA FORCE 
while diving the NORTH 
and WEST Walls. Trans- 
portation and a beverage 
are provided. CALL 1-809-947-4576, Fax: 1-809-945-1527. 
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Treasure Island Resort & Scuba Sensations, G.C. 


Cayman's newest, oldest and , oa 
hottest dive operation. Combining | | ' ae 
the talent and expertise of Peter 
Milburn with Ron & Kathie Kipp at the @ 
newly refurbished Treasure Island <a 
Resort. Super introductory dive pack- “aye? 
ages for the summer of 1996 start as® * 
low as $399 for 4 days, 3 nights and 2, “ag 
days of diving. Includes 2 am tank” 
dives, 1 night boat dive, unlimited ~ ss dint 
shore diving & other added-value features. mace A Nera are welcome, 
yet special attention is always paid to our newly certified guests. 
Reservations tollfree 1-800-767-0445 « Fax: 809-949-8731. 
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Red Sail Sports, Grand Cayman 


Diving is at its best with Red Sail 
Sports, now at three exciting locations 
(Hyatt and Westin on Seven Mile 
Beach and Rum Point on the north. 
side of the island). Daily dive trips visit 
spectacular walls, reefs and wrecks 3 
aboard custom dive boats boasting ™@ 
freshwater showers, restrooms, rinS@ =]. <<" 
tanks and more. Our scuba school offers a wide range of courses. 
Accessible for handicapped divers. Wide variety of packages, including ac- 
commodations at the Hyatt Regency, Westin Casaurina, Clarion, Seaview 
Hotel and Condominiums. Our full watersports facilities also offer luxury 
catamaran sailing, watersports and more. Reservations 1-800-255-6425. 
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Cayman Diving Lodge, Grand Cayman 


Gateway to Grand 
Cayman's East End since 
1972. Experience the best 
diving in the Cayman 
Islands! Inclusive dive vaca- 
tion packages. Allservices | 
(dive operation, dining, bar, a2 
hotel) located on-site at our @%s 
small, secluded beachfront 
dedicated diving lodge. 800- 
TLC-DIVE. US & Canada. 
Fax: 806-798-7568. 
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SCUBA SERVICES Cayman Diving School (809) 949-4729 Neptune’s Realm (809) 949-6444 
Ae eer Cayman Marine Lab (809) 916-0849 
GRAND CAYMAN Celebrity Divers (809) 949-3410 


Ambassador Divers (809) 949-8839 
Aquanauts Ltd. (809) 945-1990 

Beach Club Divers (809) 949-8100 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. (809) 949-2022 
Calico Jacks (809) 949-4373 

Capitol’s Surfside (809) 949-7330 
Cayman Aggressor Ill (809) 949-5551 Eden Rock Diving (809) 949-7243 
Cayman Dive College (809) 949-4125 Fisheye of Cayman (809) 947-4209 
Cayman Diving Lodge (809) 947-7555 Indies Divers (809) 947-5025 


Clint Ebanks Scuba (809) 949-3873 
Crosby Watersports (809) 947-4049 
Dive Inn Ltd. (809) 949-0321 

Dive ‘n Stuff (809) 949-6033 

Dive Time Pirates Inn (809) 947-2339 
Don Foster’s (809) 947-5132 


CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT | 


Ocean Frontiers (809) 947-7500 
Off The Wall Divers (809) 947-7790 
Ollen Miller (809) 947-6606 
Parrots Landing (809) 949-7884 
Peter Milburn (809) 947-5770 
Quabbin Dives (809) 949-5597 
Quabo Dives (809) 947-4769 

Red Sail Sports (809) 947-5965 
Rivers Sport Divers (809) 949-1181 
Scuba Sensations (809) 949-7777 x2572 : 

Seasports (809) 949-3965 Reef Divers (809) 948-1323 


Combine the com- 
fort and luxury of 
Cayman’s only all- 
suites hotel with the 
highly-personalized 
service On Our Cus- 
tom-built dive boats. 
Offering both North 
and West Wall diving, 
quality is a standard 
throughout, from the 12-diver maximum to the illustrated briefings, fruit 
and towels. Call 1-800-654-3130, Fax: 809-947-5024. 
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Quabbin Dives, Grand Cayman 


For more than 16 years 
Quabbin Dives has led the 
way in personalized diving i 
the Cayman Islands. Sure, e% 
eryone says they offer “per-_ 
sonalized” service but ats 
Quabbin this really means #@ 
something. Just tell us what 
you come to Cayman for and 
we'll do our best to make it happen. We adapt to you rather than the other 
way around. Call tollfree or fax for details, prices and availability. We'll 
take care of the rest. 800-238-6712 or Fax: 809-949-4781. Quabbin Dives, 
P.O. Box 2486-GT, Grand Cayman, British West Indies. 
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Seven Mile Watersports (809) 949-0332 
Soto's Cruises (809) 947-4576 
Spanish Bay Reef (809) 949-3765 
Sunset Divers (809) 949-7111 
Surfside Watersports (809) 947-6031 
Tortuga Divers Ltd. (809) 947-2097 
Treasure Island Divers (809) 949-4456 


CAYMAN BRAC 


LITTLE CAYMAN 

Little Cayman Diver Il (809) 948-1429 
Paradise Divers (809) 948-0004 
Pirate’s Point (809) 948-1010 

Reef Divers (809) 948-1033 

Sam McCoy’s (809) 948-0026 
Southern Cross Club (809) 948-1095 


Brac Aquatics Ltd. (809) 948-1429 WATERSPORTS | 
Dive Tiara (809) 948-1553 GRAND CAYMAN 


Abanks Island Adventure (809) 949-5700 


GRAND CAYMAN 809-949-0623 - CHICAGO 847-678-6446 - HOUSTON 713-461-1317 + LOS ANGELES 213-738-1968 - MIAMI 305-266-2300 - NEW YORK 
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Fisheye, Grand Cayman 
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Sunset House, Grand Cayman 





Fisheye, Grand Cayman's 
photo/dive specialist, offers 
great diving around the island 
for small groups from 3 custom 
built boats. Fisheye also offers 
extensive photo and video 
rental, year-round photo classes 
and fast film processing. Highly 
personalized and very friendly. 
Complete accommodation 
packages available. For reservations or information call 1-800-887-8569. 
Fisheye, P.O. Box 30076, Seven Mile Beach, Grand Cayman, BWI 





Sunset House, known 
as Grand Cayman's #1 
hotel FOR divers BY | 
divers, gives you every- 
thing you need for the "a= 
perfect dive vacation:6 ae 
custom dive boats, a full-service dive shop with 12 provessininal instructors, 
dedicated Scuba School, photo centre, restaurant, freshwater pool, spa and 
seaside thatched-roof bar/patio—all just a few steps from your room. After an 
exciting dive at one of more than 150 available dive sites, you can relax over a 
tropical drink as you watch the sunset from our seaside patio. Package rates 
available. P.O. Box 479GT, Grand Cayman, BWI. Call 1-800-854-4767 or 
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“Bob Soto’s Diving is the Cind- 
erella story of resort diving services,” 
according to Skin Diver Magazine. 
Cayman’s only PADI 5 Star Devel- 
opment Center, Bob Soto’s has more 
than 30 dive packages to choose from 
with preferential airfares, accommo- 
dations & dive options. Dive pack- 
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Abanks’ Watersports (809) 916-3331 
Aqua Delights (809) 947-4786 
Atlantis Submarines (809) 949-7700 
Bayside Watersport (809) 949-3220 
Best Value Charters (809) 949-1603 
Black Princess Charters (809) 949-0400 
Blackbeard’s Nancy (809) 949-8988 
Blue Chip (809) 947-0184 

Capt. Crosby's (809) 947-4049 

Capt. Gleason Ebanks (809) 945-2666 
Cali Wreck Snorkel (809) 949-6161 
Captain Marvin's (809) 947-4590 


Cayman Delight (809) 949-6738 
Cayman Mama (809) 916-1847 
Cayman Mermaid (809) 949-8100 
Cayman Skyriders (809) 947-5965 
Cayman Sunset (809) 949-3666 
Cayman Windsurf (809) 947-7492 
Charter Boat Hdq Ltd. (809) 947-4340 
Dallas Ebanks (809) 947-4340 
Dive-Tech (809) 945-1990 
Emerald Eyes (809) 949-7181 
Ernie Ebanks (809) 947-4340 
Fantasea Tours (809) 949-2182 


Ph: 809-947-4209 or Fax: 809-947-4208. Across from the new Westin. 


Bob Soto's Diving, Ltd., Grand Cayman 





ages with accommodations, PP/DbIl, start as low as $299. Fly Cayman 
Airways, our national carrier. Complement superb Cayman diving with 
truly outstanding customer service. Repeat customers rate our dive 
experts #1 in friendly, professional service. It all starts with only One Call 
to our Reservations Hotline. 1-800-BOB SOTO. Fax: (809) 949-8731. 





Frank's Watersports (809) 947-5491 
Island Girl Charters (809) 947-3029 
Jackie’s Watersports (809) 947-5791 
Jolly Rogers Cruises (809) 949-8534 
Just Fishin’ (809) 947-0113 

Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. (809) 949-6986 
Ocean Safari, Ltd. (809) 947-9561 

Oh Boy Charters (809) 949-6341 

One Day at a Time (809) 947-2244 
Paradise Watersports (809) 945-1444 
Sailboards Caribbean (809) 949-1068 
Seaworld Explorer (809) 949-8534 


809-949-7111. Fax: 809-949-7101. 
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North, South, East, West. Treasure 
Island Divers offers trips to all four sides 
of the island. You'll never have to dive 
the same site twice with Treasure Island 
Divers. Our professional and friendly 
staff offers guided dives. Or you can ex- 
plore on your own with extended bot- 
tom times for computer dives. We haves” - 7 
three custom 45 foot dive boats—so biG/teemssemaae 
you'll never feel crowded. We offer a full- “= iil 
service dive shop, lockers, video/photo services vane a aris range aot ser gall 
tional courses from resort to full certification. We're also a PADI 5 Star IDC 
Center. Call toll-free 1-800-872-7552 for air, land and diving packages. Fax: 
809-949-7125. 


Standin’ Tall (809) 947-2348 
Stingray City (809) 949-9200 
Sundancer Cruises (809) 945-1726 


CAYMAN BRAC 

Capt. Edmund Bodden (809) 948-1228 
Capt. Frankie Bodden (809) 948-1428 
Capt. Lemuel Bodden (809) 948-1314 
Capt. Steve Bodden (809) 948-2517 
Shelby’s Charter Boat (809) 948-0535 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Chip McCoy's (809) 948-0026 


whe know us, jove us.” 
212-682-5582 » CANADA 416-485-1550 - SPAIN 93-414-0210 - GERMANY 69- 60-320-94 » UNITED KINGDOM 171-491-7771 » ITALY 02-4801-2068 » JAPAN 81-3-3546-1754 


Treasure Island Divers, Grand Cayman 
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U/W PHOTO & VIDEO 


GRAND CAYMAN 

Cathy Church (809) 949-7415 
Fisheye of Cayman (809) 947-4209 
Ocean Photo Center (809) 949-6607 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo (809) 948-1340 
Photo Tiara (809) 948-1553 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Underwater Images (809) 948-1033 
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D olphins! The call came as a Sudden 
shock and before | knew it, | was 
bolting out the door, camera in hand, with 
everyone else. Reaching the foredeck, 
we were treated to the uplifting spectacle 
of a large pod of playful dolphins on an in- 
tercept course to catch a ride on our bow 
wake. Making use of the net suspended 
below Rembranat Van Rijn’s bowsprit, a 
few of us got a ringside seat to their high 
speed antics. To sailors of old, it was of- 
ten considered a good omen to see dol- 
ohins during the outset of a voyage. 
Auspicious or not, watching their sleek 
gray bodies race in front of the Rem- 
branat’s bow as we made way to Belize’s 
famed Lighthouse Reef, | couldn’t help 
but feel a great adventure awaited. 

While Belize might be just a tiny speck 
on the global landscape, it is a vast cen- 
ter of natural beauty. Besides being well 
Known for its teeming, colorful marine 
life, Belize is bestowed with the longest 
barrier reef in the western hemisphere. 
The system virtually runs the entire length 
of the country’s 175 mile long coastline. 

Sitting inside this extensive reef sys- 
tem, like the jewels in a lavish necklace, 
are some 450 verdant cayes. Along its 
brilliant blue border, many of these reefs 
take on their most dramatic nature. After 
gently sloping to depths of 30 to 45 feet, 
they drop straight away to a seemingly 
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Above: Light reflected off Branching Tube 
Sponges draws divers to the edge ofa 
coral precipice. Top: Built in Holland in 
1917, the 184 foot Rembrandt Van Rijn 
brings 20 divers to Belize’s offshore reefs. 





bottomless domain. Of course, this to- 
pography is not without numerous deep 
splits and crevices that meander through 
to the reef’s outer edge. The most re- 
garded of the “best that Belize has to of- 
fer” are the outlying coral precipices of 
Lighthouse Reef, Glover’s Reef and the 
Turneffe Islands. To venture to any or all 
of the above can be like embarking on a 
high seas adventure. 

By definition, the Rembranat, measur- 
ing 184 feet in length with a mast height 
of more than 105 feet, is a Tall Ship. Built 
in Leidn Boot, Holland, in 1917, this 
Dutch registered three mast, gaff-topsail 
schooner was originally used in the North 
Sea as a fishing vessel. Some time 
around the mid 1920s, the steel hull, two- 
masted schooner was converted—twin 
diesels, a third mast and 25 feet were 
added to her mid section, for the role of 
hauling cargo. The whereabouts of the 
Rembranat during the 30 year period be- 
tween 1950 and 1980 are a mystery. This 
time in her history is Somehow missing. 
Around 1991/92, she took on her most 
recent duties via Oceanwide Expeditions, 
aS a passenger vessel geared toward 
providing both natural history tours and 
dive excursions throughout the Belizean 
coastline. 

The Rembranat can carry as many as 
20 divers. Onboard accommodations 











The Rembrandt Van Rijn’s sunlit social 
center, the main deck bar. The vessel 
samples Belize’s best diving on every trip. 
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Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops 
truncatus) frolic in the bow wake 
of the Rembrandt Van Rijn. 





consist of 16 below deck, double occu- 
pancy cabins and one deluxe model be- 
hind the ship’s bridge. The six staterooms 
toward the bow feature single upper and 
lower bunks, with the remaining 10 hav- 
ing twin size berths. All of the rooms 
come with one of the largest private 
shower and head compartments | have 
seen on a live-aboard. The deluxe model, 
up top, features a more spacious layout, 
with large windows flanking both the port 
and starboard sides of the cabin. 
Onboard electrical power is provided 
by two 40 KVA generators, producing 
220 volts at 50 cycles. All electrical out- 
lets are European, so it is advisable to 
bring a converter and a few round, two 
pin style adapters. Rembranat’s on- 
board fresh water capacity is a whop- 
ping 9,000 gallons, with the ability to 
make an additional 1,200 gallons of 
fresh water daily. Cabins are provided 
with one set of towels, soap and a pil- 


(Continued on Page 60) 





Condo Pkg 


$723” 


7 Nights 
5 Days Diving 


- wees Reso 6n Séven Mild fasath 
“BOx 151, George Town, Grand Cayman 
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Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 


Guyer Ba, ao 
International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available 
Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC For INTL call 407-562-8338 


416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 - kal 


STaaloll Mme [-1-) el-l-lolt=Ca(-]coMelelan 
Web page: http://www.vero.com/deep6ease FAX 407-562-3028 


circle #82 on Reader Service Card SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 37 











A Dive Guide to 
Grand Cayman's 
Beautiful and 


Wild Frontier 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 


t was the kind of day | love most in the 

Cayman Islands. The seas were run- 
ning less than two feet and the underwa- 
ter visibility appeared infinite. As | hov- 
ered over a site called Scuba Bowl, | 
could clearly see divers descending to- 
ward Jack McKennedy’s Canyon on one 
side and Pat’s Wall on the other. The dis- 
tance between these two sites happens 
to be more than 400 feet. Unreal! 

In contrast to the bright lights of 
George Town and Seven Mile Beach, 
East End has seen little change during 
the past 20 years. There are no shop- 
ping malls or fancy restaurants. The East 
End is a world apart, maintaining a re- 
mote and simple air. The only thing that 
seems to break the spell is the occa- 
sional automobile passing through the 
small communities of Gun Bay and Old 
Man Bay. Coming here to dive can often A seven foot 19th cen- 
be a restful reprieve from the glitz of the poe posal ida we 
modern, civilized world, yet it’s only 22 ager : 
miles from Seven Mile Beach ahd 19 SERDAR SIA 

















Tortuga Diver’s Newton 42, Leatherback. 
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from the airport, which translates to 
roughly 35 minutes by car. 


THE DIVING 

One of the most prominent character- 
istics of East End’s diving is the sudden 
plunge of its drop-offs at 60 to 70 feet. 
Although some might consider that a 
hindrance (limiting bottom time), the 
majestic scale of these walls makes ev- 
ery minute well worth it. 

The following are some of East End’s 
finest sites (traveling east to west along 
the Southside). Pat’s Wall is a bold, sub- 
marine cliff featuring a well rounded col- 
lection of deep, expansive ravines and 
undercuts with a tapestry of large 
sponges and gorgonians. Along with its 





Above: Remoras find a mobile sanctuary in 
the aerodynamic form of a Spotted Eagle 
Ray (Aetobatus narinari). Below: Tarpon 
gleam in the shadow of a coral outcropping. 


own collection of ravines and undercuts, 
Scuba Bowl also features one very im- 
mense, 50 foot wide crevasse, closer in 
appearance to an actual canyon. Just 
next door are Jack McKennedy’s 
Canyon and The Maze, both presenting 
a series of long, deep, winding ravines 
that cut through the wall’s crest. What is 
most interesting at The Maze is a large 
pinnacle concealed in the folds of a 
crevasse. The assortment of small and 
large gorgonians at both sites is stunning. 

For pinnacles, Three Sisters is as 
good as any, with three magnificent, 60 
foot high, monolithic structures along the 
drop-off’s outer edge. Like huge Christ- 
mas trees adorned with decorations, 
each pinnacle is draped with a thick 





Above: East End’s precipitous drop-offs 
are decorated with a colorful array of 
sponges. Below: The intimate Cayman 
Diving Lodge has an on-site dive operation 
with a dock and two 45 foot dive boats. 





growth of soft corals and long rope 
sponges in red, lavender and green. Lost 
Wally is a blend of just about everything, 
right down to a wall featuring a large 
canyon and two pinnacles. 

A large part of East End’s territory re- 
mains uncharted and untouched, giving it 
a virgin quality. Of the 20 plus miles of 
reefs and drop-offs that comprise East 
End, a mere 58 sites have been properly 
documented. There is almost certainly an 
equal number awaiting discovery. 

Enhancing the majestic topography is 
an abundant variety of fish life. It is com- 
mon to see large schools of Creolefish, 
Bermuda Chubs, Black Durgons and 
small damsels all along a reef’s crest. In 
places where the smaller fish congre- 
gate, it is rare not to see several Nassau, 
Tiger and Black Groupers or even one or 
two large Cubera Snappers prowling in 
the shadows. Nor is it uncommon to 
catch a glimpse of a small Blacktip or 
Caribbean Reef Shark cruising in the dis- 
tance. Among the more visible, passing 
nomadic hunters are schooling Horse- 
eye Jacks, tuna and mackerel, in addi- 


GRAND CAYMAN 


British West Indies 





tion to a good number of Eagle Rays and 
Green or Hawksbill Turtles. 

While its remoteness has helped the 
East End retain a virgin quality, its vivid 
beauty and abundant fish life are the re- 
sults of its geographical position. The for- 
tunate presence of light oceanic currents 
Supply the region’s sponge and coral 
communities with the nutrients beneficial 
for a healthy rate of growth. As aresult, 
searods, seafans and Black Coral trees 
grow to robust sizes. As for the sponges, 
the words striking and vivid are apt. At 
sites such as Mermaid’s Point Drop- 
off, Babylon, McCurly’s Drop-off and 
Black Rock Drop-off on the northern 
corner of East End, red and orange vase 
sponges grow in uncommonly large clus- 
ters from Black Coral trees. 

Another benefit of the current is good 
water clarity. While underwater visibility 
normally averages 100 feet, 200 is not un- 
common. And, anything more than a one- 
half knot current is considered unusual. 

When it comes to extraordinary reef 
formations inundated by huge, 30 foot 

(Continued on Page 120) 
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A Gray Reef Shark and several 
Surgeonfish prowl Peleliu Wall. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AL HORNSBY 


he twists and turns of fate, capricious as they may be, 

seem to make a habit of changing people’s lives and 
leading them off in unexpected directions. Nowhere is this 
truer than in the case of Johnny Kishigawa, a young 
Japanese Navy diver who began his career in 1952. 

A chance occurrence resulted in Johnny diving with 
world renowned diver Jacques Cousteau around the 
then largely unknown islands of Palau. The experience 
changed Johnny’s life forever. Although he had spent 
hundreds of hours in the water as a military diver, he had 
never before seen the ocean’s beauty and incredible nat- 
ural wonders of Palau. 

The coral reefs were magnificent, pristine and alive 
with color and life. The clear, warm waters were full of 
fish and other marine creatures of every description. On 
the outer walls of the reef that forms the huge Palauan la- 
goon, there were Pacific Gray Reef Sharks in surprising 
numbers, schools of Barracuda, huge Napoleon Wrasse 
and shimmering shoals of Horse-eye Jacks. 

In the channels through the reef, gigantic Mantas 
cruised silently by, unafraid and unimpressed by the divers. 

Around the delicate reef systems in the quiet waters 
inside the lagoon, clouds of damsels and basslets of ev- 
ery color dipped and darted above pink-hued corals. 
And, in secluded nooks and crannies, the shier creatures 
were in evidence—here an octopus, there a moray eel, 
there a beautiful cowry shell. 

For Johnny, the experience was one he could not put 
out of his mind. And, as has happened with many of to- 
day’s well-known dive professionals, it wasn’t long until 
the fascination of those beautiful days of diving led him to 
leave his career behind to embark on anew dream—to 
build a dive business and to spend his life discovering all | 
the exotic underwater world had to offer. 

Fortunately for divers wishing to discover the won- 
ders of Palau themselves, Johnny found what he was 
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The dock (above) and 
barn-red structures 
(right) that comprise 
Carp Island Resort 
are likely to be the 
only sign of human 
habitation you will 
see during your stay. 











Above: Blue Corner—an un- 
paralleled and unspoiled 
congregation of life, shape 
and color. The diver need not 
move to enjoy a staggering 
exhibition of nature’s variety. 
Right: A night dive at Big 
Drop-off reveals a Mole 
Cowrie (Cypraea talpa) with 
its spotted and oddly shaped 
mantle nearly fully exposed. 
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looking for. He opened Palau Diving 
Center and began exploring the hun- 
dreds of miles of reefs in the Palau 
archipelago. A true pioneer, he intro- 
duced intrepid Americans and Jap- 
anese to the exotic waters many years 
before Palau became known to the div- 
ing world. 

Johnny’s business grew steadily. In 
his home country, Johnny Kishigawa 
and his fabulous Palauan diving became 
well-known and Johnny, to this day, is 
regarded as one of Japan’s true diving 
heroes and entrepreneurs. 

Eighteen years ago, with a growing 
customer base and the desire to offer a 
different diving experience than that pro- 
vided by the few hotels around Palau’s 
main town of Koror, Johnny opened 
Carp Island Resort. On a Rock Island 
near most of Palau’s famous dive sites, 
the resort gives guests the opportunity 
for short, quick trips to the reefs and a 
true, island-style get-away experience. 

Today, Carp Island Resort is one of 
Palau’s most popular accommodations, 
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alle to comfortably serve up to 65 guests 
at a time, in double or single bungalows. 
Its long, meandering white sand beach 
and quiet seclusion make it an unique 
and enjoyable destination. And, with dive 
sites such as Blue Corner, German 
Channel and Big Drop-off just minutes 
away, there is plenty of time to make the 
standard two dives with lunch each day, 
plus spend leisurely hours sunbathing or 
snorkeling around Carp Island. 

As the popularity of Palau diving has 
grown, so has the business of Palau 
Diving Center. Besides providing for its 
own guests at Carp Island Resort, the 
dive center also picks up guests staying 
in the many hotels around Koror. At the 
water’s edge in Koror’s harbor, Palau 
Diving Center is a bustling, well run op- 
eration that efficiently and comfortably 
handles up to 80 divers a day. 

With three full time instructors and 
two certified divemasters on staff, led 
by head instructor Dexter Temengil, the 
dive center provides not only dive tours 
but also a wide range of instructional 
programs, with PADI, NAUI and JP 
(Japanese) certifications available. 
Based on Johnny’s belief that people 
who discover the joys of diving with his 
dive program will be the best long term 
customers, the staff conducts a large 

(Continued on Page 126) 














DIVI 


FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT 
& CASINO 


invites you to celebrate 


PETER HUGHES 
DIVE BONAIRE’s 
20th Anniversary Special! 


4 NIGHTS 


From as per 
low as person, 
dbl. occ. 


VALUE ADDED FEATURES 
e Unlimited boat dives (as scheduled) 
¢ Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 
¢ $20.00 per person, per stay, beverage credit 
* $20.00 per room match play at Flamingo Casino 


Phier-Hfghes Diving 
(800) 367-3484 


= : Price quoted is for a four (4) night stay, per person based on double occupancy and is 
fg valid from April 8, 1996 thru December 20, 1996. Price includes air-conditioned 

accommodations in a Standard room, roundtrip airport/hotel transfers, complimentary 
buoyancy control clinic, the above mentioned VALUE ADDED FEATU RES, all taxes 


and service charges on package features. Local phone : (919) 419- 3484, 
©SD/AD 1996 
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DIVI 


TIARA BEACH RESORT 


FREE: 
I Night and 
I Day of Diving 
7 NIGHTS 


per 
person, 
dbl. occ. 


Prer-tfughes Dining 


PAY LESS AND 
DIVE WITH THE BEST! 
Free ; One night accommodations (pay for 6, stay 7) 
Free : One day diving (pay for 5, dive 6) 
Applies to Monday thru Thursday arrivals only! 
Experience the world class dive sites of 
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 


(800) 367-3484 


From as 
low as 
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Price quoted is per person, double occupancy, based on 7 nights stay. 
Free offer does not include meals or beverages. Offer valid thru 
December 10, 1996. One person, per room, must be certified diver. 

This offer is not available to groups. Offer is subject to availability and 
may change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. 


©SD/AD 1996 Local phone : (919) 419-3484. 
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TRA WONG 


O ne dive at Stingray City and you'll 
never look at stingrays the same way 
again. When you enter the water, they 
come to you like puppies eager to play. 
Keep a scrap of squid in your closed fist 
and three or four rays will follow you any- 
where. Put your hand over your head and 
you look like you're tossing stingray pizza 
dough as they spin around searching for 
the bait. Soon you give them the food, of 
course, and they give you an incredible 
close-up look at the Southern Stingray 
(Dasyatis americana). You'll see how they 
fly through the water, how they breathe 
and how they eat. You get to feel the 
smoothness of their white undersides and 
the roughness of their battleship gray 
backs. You can touch the horny tubercles 
that run down the centers of their backs 
and you feel the muscles they use to flap 
their wing-like pectoral fins. 

Stingray City is an exciting and enlight- 
ening experience you will never forget. And 
now there’s an additional reason to dive 
there. Parrots Landing and Sea & Sea are 
sponsoring a truly unique contest called 
the Stingray Photo Round-up. It is de- 
signed, first and foremost, to be fun. 
Everyone, from neophyte to accomplished 
amateur photographer, can win one of the 
many prizes. You don’t even 
have to be a diver to enter— 
snorkelers are welcome, too. 


SH ae, liad icles m i Ba 
{peers pitas Wa b ase 


The Stingray Photo 
Round-up is easy to enter 
and easy to win. 
Besides being 

great fun, the 

event features 

$25,000 in prizes 

such as the NX-90 
housing (inset right) 

and the 

Motormarine II-EX 
camera (inset opposite). 
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You'll be amazed at how easy it is to 
get great photos at Stingray City. The 
bright sunlight, shallow water, excellent 
visibility and exciting action with friendly 
stingrays combine to produce exception- 
al photo opportunities. You can enter one 
of two contest categories—Sport or Pro. 

SPORT CATEGORY: Never taken an un- 
derwater photograph before? Enter in 
the Sport category and you can win a 
prize with your first roll. This category is 
for photographers with the easy to use 
Sea & Sea MX-10 camera. This uncom- 
plicated camera produces high quality 
photos. It has a sharp, focus-free lens 
and automatic film loading, advance and 
rewind. The built-in flash and sensitive 
exposure meter can give you brilliant re- 
sults. For best results, use the MX-10 
with the accessory YS-40 strobe. It at- 
taches directly to the camera and pro- 
vides lighting that reduces the chance of 
backscatter. Another Sea & Sea acces- 
sory that will be useful for the Stingray 
Photo Round-up is the 20mm lens. Its 
bayonet mount allows you to attach it 
over the normal lens. With this lens, you 
simply estimate your distance, approxi- 
mately one arm’s length from your sub- 
ject, and fire away. With the Mx-10 
you've got asimple, point and shoot 
wide angle U/W camera system that will 
give you great shots of divers interacting 
with stingrays! 

If you don't already own an MX-10, you 
can buy or rent one on Grand Cayman. 
Divers Supply, Grand Cayman’s Sea & 
Sea Seamaster Pro dealer, has a full line 
of this company’s products, from the 
MxX-10 to the sophisticated SX-1000 SLR 
housing system. Parrots Landing will 
have an expanded selection of Sea & Sea 
cameras and accessories on hand during 
the contest. Even if you are completely 
new to photography, you can handle the 
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MX-10. One of the photo pros will load 
the camera for you, show you how to use 
it and remove the film when you bring the 
camera back. 

PRO CATEGORY: More experienced 
photographers can compete in the Pro 
category, which allows the use of more 
sophisticated equipment. A Sea & Sea 
camera, lens or strobe must be used but 
can be combined with other types of pho- 
to equipment. For instance, a Nikonos V 
camera and 35mm lens with a Sea & Sea 
16mm wide angle conversion lens can be 
used with any strobe. Or, a housed cam- 
era of any make could be used, provided 
itis combined with a Sea & Sea YS-50, 
YS-120 or YS-300 strobe. The Motor- 
marine || and Motormarine Il-EX cameras 
may be used in the Pro category. 


EASY TO ENTER AND WIN 

So, here is how it works. You go to 
Grand Cayman, pop into the nearest 
contest location, pick up an entry pack, 
pay for film and processing in advance 
and head out to Stingray City or Sandbar 
with Parrots Landing. You get blown 
away by the rays, photograph them with 
a Sea & Sea camera, or any component 
of the Sea & Sea system, and bring the 
film back to where you started. After the 
film is developed, you pick one photo and 
submit it for judging. Simple, isn’t it’? 

Entry packs can be obtained at five lo- 
cations on Grand Cayman, including the 
Parrots Landing Watersports Park on 
South Church Street, Divers Supply at 
the Westshore Centre, Calico Jack's 
Pyrate’s Emporium on North Church 
Street, Parrots Landing’s satellite dive 
shop at Coconut Harbour Resort and 
aboard Cockatoo, the Parrots Landing 
catamaran. The packs include film, pro- 
cessing at Cayman Camera and contest 
registration. Sport entry packs will con- 


SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 43 





STINGRAY PHOTO 
ROUND-UP 


tain print film; Pro packs, slide film. 

Enter as many times as you want but 
only one entry pack can be purchased 
per person on each trip and only one 
photo can be submitted from each entry 
pack. The contest will run from Sep- 
tember 5 through December 31, 1996. 
Sorry folks, professional photographers 
and Cayman Islands dive operators’ 
staffs are not eligible to enter. One repre- 
sentative from Parrots Landing, Sea & 


Sea and SKIN DIVER Magazine will make 
up the judges’ panel. Judging will take 
place at the Diving Equipment and 
Marketing Association (DEMA) show in 
Orlando, Florida, in January 1997. 


A TON OF PRIZES 

Just the fun of photographing the ac- 
tion at Stingray City makes the contest 
worth entering but there is also an incredi- 
ble lineup of prizes, with a total value of 
more than $25,000. Grand prize in the 
Pro category includes a seven night 
Parrots Landing Dive Vacation for two 
with air transportation by Cayman 








At Bahama Divers, we blend the attractions of the vast marine world of 
Nassau with the renowned resort pleasures of Paradise Island. 


Visit intriguing wrecks and lush shallow reefs like Barracuda Shoals. You'll 

be surrounded by thousands of schooling grunts and goattfish at Fish Hotel. 

Our premier dive site, the Lost Blue Hole, offers encounters with stingrays, 
sharks, grouper, jacks and some of the 


largest, friendliest angelfish anywhere. After 
diving this oceanic wonder, you'll under- 
stand why we like to call it our circular wall. 
Topside, enjoy white sand beaches, water- 
sports, championship golf, tennis and more. 
Walk across the bridge and visit the straw 


Airways and accommodations at Coco- 
nut Harbour; a Sea & Sea NX-90 Pro 
housing for the Nikon N90; an 800 foot 
dive on Atlantis Submarines’ Research 
Submersible; a framed and matted print 
of your winning photograph; and a sting- 
ray T-shirt. That’s an incredible prize, 
worth about $5,000! Even more incredi- 
ble, a similar grand prize will be awarded 
in the Sport category. However, a Motor- 
marine II-EX Seamaster Pro Camera Sys- 
tem with Pelican Case will be awarded in 
this category instead of the NX-90 hous- 
ing and accommodations are at the Sleep 
Inn. First, second, third and ten honorable 


STINGRAY PHOTO ROUND-UP 
SPONSORS 


Atlantis Submarines 

Blue Water Photographic Lab 
Calico Jack’s Pyrates Emporium 
Cathy Holder Designs 

Cayman Airways 

Cayman Camera 

Cayman Screen Print 

Cayman Souvenir Company 
Citizen Watch Company 
Coconut Harbour 

David Morgan Distributing 
Divers Supply 

JWA Scubapro 

Oceanic 

Oztex Inc. 

Parrots Landing 
Pelican Products L 
Sea & Sea U/W Photography USA 
Sea Quest, Inc. - 
SKIN DIVER Magazine 
Stingray Brewery 
Tarquynn Manor 











markets and duty-free shops of bustling 
historic Nassau. Fill your evenings with 
elegant dining, exciting casinos and glittering 





mention prizes will be awarded for best 
stingray, best stingray with diver and fun- 


PADI Five Star Training Facility night life. niest stingray in each category. Among 
Instructor Development Here on Paradise Island, great dives are the booty to be given out are three Sea & 
Center only the start of a great day. sea MX-10 camera/strobe kits, three Sea 


28 years of diving experience 


& Sea YS-120 strobes, 30 Complete 
in the Bahamas 


Guide to Sea & Sea books and 30 Sea & 
Sea baseball caps. Quality products from 
other manufacturers will be awarded as 
well, including an Oceanic dive computer, 
Citizen dive watches, Sea Quest dive 
gear, a Scubapro Mark 20/D400 regula- 
tor and two Diveskins suits. Many other 
prizes are being provided by Parrots 
Landing, Divers Supply, Calico Jack’s, 
Cathy Holder Designs, Blue Water Photo- 
graphic Lab, Cayman Screen Print and 





4 Day/3 Night 
starting from 

8 Day/7 Night ¢ 
starting from 


Choose from beachfront 
hotels or junior suites. 


“Prices effective through 12/20/96 


Call now to book your stay in Paradise. 


In Nassau 809-393-5644 


© 1993 Michael Lawrence 
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SKIN DIVER Magazine. The road to all 
these riches starts at Parrots Landing in 
Grand Cayman. 


PARROTS LANDING 
WATERSPORTS PARK 

Known as Shark House in the early 
1800s, Parrots Landing was once a de- 
pot for provisioning catboats used to 
catch turtles. The Parrots Landing 
Watersports Park opened in 1988 and 
is one of the finest waterfront dive oper- 
ations on Grand Cayman. Overlooking a 
beautiful section of the marine park, the 
grounds feature almond trees, tall 
Ccasaurina trees and several different 
species of parrots, both wild and do- 
mestic. Shore diving is easy with a con- 
crete landing and sturdy ladders to facil- 
itate entry and exit. Lounge chairs and 
picnic tables are situated around the 


property for relaxing before and after | BSS | ———EEES For THE ie provide state-of-the-art facilities 
dives. The main building houses a large Zw. \ i -- and comfort to make it EASY to 
retail dive store, including an extensive <i nr. | DIVE KEY LARGO. Dive day or 
photo/video center. Parrots Landing’s v a | SHOOTOUT | night, air or Nitrox— 


photo pro, Lois Hatcher, is a talented ~ Ocean Divers does it alll 
photographer and teacher, so whether 
you want a custom video of your diving 
or help in taking your own photographs, 
she is the person to see. Lois is one of 
the Stingray Photo Contest coordina- 
tors and will give you excellent advice on 
Ke TMEI 572 Caribbean Drive, Key Largo, FL 33037 « Phone: 305-451-1113 » Fax: 305-451-5765 
scribe the Parrots Landing staff, includ- 
ing personable, talented and dedicated; 
however, versatile is probably the best 
description. The 16 instructors can han- 
dle PADI, NAUI, SSI and Handicapped 
Scuba Association certifications. 
Versatility also extends to the Parrots 
Landing dive boats, a fleet of seven cus- 
tom vessels with a wide range of capa- 
bilities. At the heart of the fleet are two 45 
foot Garcias, comfortable boats outfitted 
with sundecks and freshwater showers. 
A fast Pro 42 jet drive dive boat carries a 
maximum of 16 divers and features an 
open transom for easy entries. Four 
boats in the 28 to 34 foot range give 


Parrots Landing flexibility in planning dive F Or Spoil ed Divers... 
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trios. For instance, one boat can be ded- 
icated as an advanced computer boat to 
allow groups of qualified divers the op- 
portunity to utilize the full potential of 
their computers. Any one of the boats 
can also be used for the all day, three 
tank safari boat, an adventure for experi- 
enced divers that ranges as far as the 
weather will allow. 

The versatility of these dive boats is en- a aE a 
hanced by the Parrots Landing policy of A 5-Star Dive Center 
letting the customers select the dive site with a Personal Touch 
to the maximum extent possible. The An exceptional combination r) 
captain sets the trip’s itinerary after finding 800-233-7938 Ghasenenve diving-and a age 
out what the divers aboard would like to <xidiphics teeaudioambinmaia 5 


do. Of course, practical matters such as (809) 494-5854 Tel. (809) 494-5853 Fax Field Station 


GAS Hen er IM ey age PeeoNsCone Find BASKIN IN THE SUN on the WORLDWIDE WEB at http:// dive-baski E-mail: baskindive@aol 
(Continued on Page 144) in onine a p://WWW.dlive-Daskin.com Or E-Mail: DasKindive@aol.com 
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British Virgin Islands 






DIVE 

- Dramatic U/W pinnacles and canyons 
- Blue waters and sun-bathed reefs 

- The famed wreck of the Rhone 


ENJOY 
: Truly outstanding topside scenery 


* Beaching, sailing and pure relaxation 
- Easy access to dozens of nearby islands 
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Live the Spode In Luxury 
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PALAU AGGRESSOR 0 





While known for wide angle photo oppor- 
tunities (above), Palau offers myriad 
macro creatures, such as leaffish (below). 
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~ A100460t fong-caiamaran with a 30 


- footbeam, Palau Aggressor ii carries 16 


divers to exciting reefs and walls. 





BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


A: we dropped off the skiff into the 
clear waters of Blue Corner, two 
Napoleon Wrasse came up to meet us. 
We took photos of them as they swam 
lazily among us but, anticipating what lay 
ahead, we were loathe to expend too 
much film; we had bigger fish to fry—so 
to speak! One buddy team was pho- 
tographing a turtle below me, others 
were heading for the reef’s “corner,” the 
inspiration for the site’s name. Although 
Blue Corner is noted for its heavy cur- 
rents, on this dive and two others my 
group would make here, there was abso- 
lutely none. This meant the action was 
more leisurely but it was still wonderful. 
When we arrived at the corner, we found 
one Gray Reef Shark swimming ’round 
and ’round in a school of smaller fish on 
top of the reef. Off the wall, two or three 
more Gray Reefs cruised by. When | ran 
low on air and ascended, | swam into a 
school of Barracuda hanging just below 
the surface. 

Palau remains my favorite dive desti- 
nation and | can think of no better way to 
see it than aboard the Palau Aggressor II. 
She’s a 110 foot long catamaran with a 
beam of 30 feet, a cruising speed of 25 
knots and a passenger capacity of 16. 
Launched just two years ago, she is air- 
conditioned throughout and has all of the 
amenities divers have come to expect 
from the Aggressor Fleet—and more. 


Fresh water, for instance. With two wa- 
termakers and storage capacity of 2,000 
gallons, guests can be assured of salt 
free bodies and equipment! 

The eight private staterooms on the 
main deck are carpeted and have individ- 
ually controlled air-conditioning, a queen 
sized bed with an upper, single bunk, a 
vanity, head and shower. Tastefully dec- 
orated in pastels, each also has a large 
window. 

The spacious main salon on the upper 
deck also contains the galley, bar, lounge 
and entertainment center. Meals are 
looked-forward-to “events,” served buf- 
fetstyle here. Carefully prepared and at- 
tractively presented, the cuisine is varied 
and abundant. Snacks are served be- 
tween dives. 

The dive deck has racks for hanging 
dive suits and a freshwater shower for 
quick, after dive rinses. There is alsoa 
freshwater rinse barrel for cameras and a 
two tiered, carpeted camera table (gath- 
ering place for U/W photographers be- 
tween dives). 

As with the other vessels in the Ag- 
gressor Fleet, the Palau Aggressor II has 
full sets of very well maintained scuba 
equipment for rental. This provides the 
perfect excuse for leaving your own gear 
at home and traveling light. 

Many divers like to make a vacation a 
learning experience. The Palau Aggres- 





alau si | 
geressorll © , 
Kayangel 


Sample Route Map 


Palau 
Lagoon 










Babeithuap 


' Airport 


Ulong 
Channel 


Jellyfish Koror 


Lake 
Wonder 
Channel 


@hannel 
Peleliu Island 


it 


ngaur Island 


sor Il offers most PADI specialties. U/W 
photography, for instance. Rent every- 
thing you need, take home some great 
pictures of your trio and earn a photo spe- 
cialty as well. Since there’s E-6 film pro- 
Cessing on edarawvowrcan check your} S——__ circle #95 on Reader Service Card 
progress daily. | — 
Diving in Palau is among the 340 Rock 


Islands, the channels that have been | 
dredged through them as short cuts for | 





boat traffic and off walls on the western 
side of this island nation. The water is of- 
ten very shallow among the Rock Islands 
and the Palau Aggressor II’s four and a 
foot draft is very convenient. However, 
because of the currents many of the wall 
dives are done as drifts and It is easier to 
deploy and pickup divers using the 
Palau Aggressor II. This little dynamo is 
really neat. Thirty feetlong, she is DOW- | [Eaten 
ered by twin Volvo diesels and Hamilton | [RaW ee 
waterjets. She can cruise at an incredible walls. The 

00 knots. There are ladders oneach side | Hiittecsellets 

for easy water exits;a canopy shades Te ee 
guests on board. Nestled in an hydraulic marine He... 
Crane in between dives, the Pa/au Even the ener 
Aggressor II’2 is boarded on the dive 
deck and then lowered into the water. 
After each dive she is raised to the dive 
deck and guests merely step off. 
Everyone's gear is loaded onto the //’4 on 
the first day and stays there for the rest Call us, we 7 try our be t 


parent, to describe it to you. | 


THE DIVE SITES 
The water temperature in Palau aver- 
ages 84°F. Every site | visited was out- 
standing but some were just a little more . ners GCAYM 13h 
special. Although known for its big fish, =a ts : Bs a ee 
there are plentiful macro creatures as | — For information & reservations call: 1(800)327-3835 or (813)323-8727 Fax (813)323-8827 
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PALAU AGGRESSOR II 


well. At Turtle Cove | saw and pho- 
tographed my first leaffish, a gold colored 
lovely. | had taken several shots of it be- 
fore | noticed another nearby, possible 
the mate of the first. 

Everyone talks about Jellyfish Lake 
and it is most definitely a must-see. | 
takes a hike through a Rock Island jungle 
to get there, thus you snorkel rather than 
dive it. The lake is filled with an estimated 
two million jellyfish, which have lost the 


ability to sting. The pulsating creatures 
follow the sun, navigating across the lake 
and back. Finning the surface of Jellyfish 
Lake, you'll feel as if you’ve found a long 
lost world! 

Big Drop-off, visited on a sunny day, 
was beautiful. The wall starts as shallow 
at 2 feet and drops to 600. The colorful 
soft corals, schools of Pyramid Butter- 
flyfish and clear, clear blue water are 
recorded forever in my memory. 


SPECIAL TRIPS 
The Palau Aggressor I! hosts several ex- 
traordinary cruises. There’s a Jean-Michel 


OPTIONAL SHARK DIVES ON EVERY CRUISE! 


y ce ae Wines 
7 % 


¢ Three World-Class Itineraries—departing 


from Fort Lauderdale or Great Exuma. 
¢ Southern Bahamas: 
Exumas, Rum Cay, San Salvador, 
Conception Island. 
¢ Cay Sal: Victory Reef, Orange Cay, 
Blue Holes, Elbow and Water Cay. 
¢ Bahama Adventure: Theo's Wreck, 
Lucaya, Gingerbread, Hesperus, Bimini. 
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¢ The world’s 1st SWATH Live-Aboard 
Boat—virtually eliminates motion. 

e E-6 Processing and Nikonos Cameras. 

e Full Video Edit capabilities. : 

e Ocean kayaks and skiing. 


“Learn To Dive” 
Ask vour local participating 
dive center 


Call us at: 


800-UW-WORLD 


(800) 899-6753 © (954) 463-9324 


U.S. Patents 5,140, 924 and 5,282,763 Ship’s Registry: U.S. Nekton® is a registered service mark. 
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Elevating dive platform 
gets you close 


Lounge on our huge 
2,000 sq. ft. sundeck 


A/C cabins with private 
bath & showers 





© AD/SD 1996 


circle #36 on Reader Service Card 


















| Galapagos Aggressors I/l 


AGGRESSOR FLEET/ 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
L’AVENTURE 1996 SCHEDULE 


Jean-Michel Cousteau Team/ 


Nikonos Adventures 
Truk Aggressor Il October 6 to 13 
Palau Aggressor II October 13 to 20 © 
Kona Aggressor II November 2to9 | 
Project Ocean Search 
Galapagos 
Aggressors | & Il December 12 to 22 





1997 STAN WATERMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 


Bay Islands Aggressor Ill 
January 18 to 25 


Kona Aggressor Il 
May 31 to June 7 


Okeanos Aggressor 
June 19 to 29 | 
Cayman Aggressor Ill | 
alll 19 to 26 a 













JIM CHURCH/STAN \ WATERMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 


Palau Aggressor Il 
April 20 to 27, 1997 
April 27 to May 4, 1997 
October 5 to 12, 1997 


Truk Aggressor Il 
April 13 to 20, 1997 
May 4 to 11, 1997 
October 12 to 19, 1997 


Okeanos Aggressor 
September 26 to October 6, 1996 
SRS eR TOR 


CRGhESE OR Piaay VaeeEl S 


Cruise 
Length 





Price” 
$1,195 


Vessel Length # Divers 












Bay Islands Aggressor Il 
Honduras 


Belize Aggressor Ifill $1,495/ 
Belize $1,595 


Cayman Aggressor Ill $1,495 
Cayman Islands 


$2,195 
Ecuador (6 days) 


Kona Aggressor II $1,695 
Hawaii 


Okeanos Aggressor $2,695 
Costa Rica 


Palau Aggressor Il $1,995 
Palau 


Truk Aggressor Il $1,895 
Truk Lagoon 


Turks & Caicos Aggressor $1,495 
Turks & Caicos 

































*Special cruises, such as those with Jean-Michel Cousteau, 
Stan Waterman or Jim Church, cost more but there are also 
cruises offered at discount rates—ask when you book! 


Cousteau Team/Nikonos Adventure from 
October 13 to 20 this year and three Jim 
Church/Stan Waterman photo courses next 
year. Any of them offers the vacation of a life- 
time—reat diving, incredible company and 
avery special learning experience. 


GETTING THERE 
Palau is not exactly on the beaten path 
but getting there isn’t hard (it takes about 
14 hours from the U.S. West Coast, how- 
ever). You fly Continental Micronesia to 
(Continued on Page 144) 








Wild Thing ~ 


See in a corner of the western Caribbean are the 2 ae 
incredible Bay Islands of Honduras — emerald islands rising tac ae 















from a turquoise sea. Just offshore are stunning coral gar- Ras 
dens and a continuous ran ais 


will find an amazing disy 
marine life, more than 





Sof stony corals and the v 
SEES selection of sponges J E 
And there is more to marvel on the Hondu 
land. Imagine a country that can offer you an anc 
city Hie Copan, charming colonial architecture, 
Spanish fort, arts and crafts markets, 
botanical gardens, jungle treles and 
white water rafting tours with a system 
of national parks that protects 
rain and cloud forests and provides 


unforgettable wildertiess vistas for 


photographers and Prkverstathvene a rill : A 
ikone... , » 
Call your travel expert today. + VAT) _ 4 4 . 


HONDURA 





More than you ever imagi lee \ . | 
re 1-800-410-960 — 2 : . 5 ‘ ¢ 
FY, zm - é ay . 
ie * ‘ 





Cc LOY5 Rix I. | rehsee for thre 


Honduras lustitute of Lourisin 
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no 
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hen you want to 
explore the best dive 
destinations in the 
world, let the world’s best live- 
aboards take you there. Every 
Aggressor trip is a unique 
adventure into a realm of exciting 
marine life encounters and never- 
ending photo opportunities. Each 
vessel is staffed with friendly 
professionals whose number one 





CRUISE ACTIV. 
Cayman Islands - Cayman Islands- Kona- 
Scott Frier Dr. Marcus Laux Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Coco Island- Palau- Nikonos Adventures 
Stan Waterman Jean-Michel Cousteau 
and Jim Church Nikonos Adventures 


Truk- 
Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Nikonos Adventures 
















priority is to make sure you have 
a safe, fun and memorable dive 
vacation. When you call our 
headquarters, you will speak 
with certified divers who have 
experienced Aggressor diving 
first-hand and can answer your 
dive travel questions. Call now 
and find out how to become a 
member of the Aggressor Fleet 
Dive the World Club. 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards ® 





‘Aiea beventerina neat atk ert tae 





Coming 
July 1997 


1-800-348-2628 


P.O. Box 1470, Morgan City, LA 70381 ¢ Fax (004) 384-0817 
E Mail: divboat@aol.com ¢ 103261.1275@compuserve.com Web: http://www.aggressor.com 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARTIN J. SUTTON 


mezze is an intriguing assortment of 
oriental dishes served at the begin- 
ning of ameal in Egypt. The dishes com- 
plement each other with contrasting col- 
ors, flavors and textures to please every- 
one at the table. In many ways the Red 
Sea is similar to a mezze, for it, too, serves 
up many contrasting, colorful and exciting 
experiences that leave no scuba diver un- 
satisfied. The Red Sea is considered by 
many to offer the finest diving in the world; 
with walls that begin at the surface, incred- 
ibly clear water and a dizzying parade of 
spectacular marine life, it is easy to agree. 
When visiting the Red Sea today, there 
are a vast number of operations to choose 
from but one stands out from the crowd. 
With a wide range of services, top of the 
line boats and, perhaps more than any- 
thing else, the greatest experience of any- 
one in the area, Sinai Divers is the compa- 
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ny to choose when diving the Red Sea. 
Headed by Rolf Schmidt and Petra 
Roeglin, Sinai Divers is one of the longest 
established of all Red Sea dive shops. It is 
based in Na’ama Bay, part of the cos- 
mopolitan town of Sharm el Sheikh, at the 
tip of the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. The 
surface topography is austere: desert 
sands combine with jagged granite moun- 
tains to form a monotone landscape that 
seems to have more in common with the 
surface of the moon than a tourist Mecca 
on earth. Yet, over the past 25 years, Rolf 
and Petra have seen this unlikely region 
change from a seldom visited outpost 
hosting a few hardy divers to a sophisti- 
cated tourist boomtown exhibiting all the 
style and elegance of the French Riviera. 
Rolf and Petra began their business 
during the '70s when the Sinai was occu- 
pied by the Israelis in the wake of the 1973 


war. Operating out of little more thana 
shed in those days, they offered daily 
shore dives along the 
rugged coastline by Jeep. 
How things have changed! 
Today Sinai Divers, based 
at the Ghazala Hotel, has 
five day boats, four world- 
class live-aboards, a superb dive school 
offering every conceivable course from 
both PADI and SSI, a complete line of top 
quality rental gear and a well equipped 
photo and video center. 


DAILY DIVING SERVICES 

At the heart of the Sinai Divers opera- 
tion is the dive center at the Ghazala Hotel 
in Na’ama Bay. From this well equipped 
base Sinai Divers offers daily dives, equip- 
ment rental and photo and video services. 
The photo center is fairly new and offers 
camera rentals, courses and fast film pro- 
cessing. A staff photo pro can also record 
your dive On video, producing a superb 
souvenir of your Red Sea diving experi- 
ence. The Sinai Divers Dive School offers 
a complete array of instruction from be- 
ginner to divemaster, along with most 
specialties and, in keeping with the inter- 
national flavor of Sinai Divers, courses can 
be taught in English, French, Italian, 
Spanish or German! 

Each morning the boats gather at the 
nearby jetty to transport divers to some of 
the most magical sites in the world. 
However, unlike so many other destina- 
tions around the world, these are leisurely 
experiences aboard comfortable sea going 
vessels developed from traditional fishing 

(Continued on Page 72) 


“Sie? 


Left: A diver herds a multitude of Dwarf 
Sweepers through the coral wonderland of 
Ras Um Syd. Below: Over the years, soft 
and hard corals have accumulated on the 
massive propeller of the Dunraven and 
transformed the structure into a living reef. 
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WATERCOLOURS 
BONAIRE 
BY TAMARA COLLINS 


book you can proudly display 

should not only be beautiful to look 
at, it should be filled with intriguing, infor- 
mative text as well. In Waterco/ours 
Bonaire, Dos Winkel, Jerry Schnabel 
and Susan Lee Swygert have brilliantly 
captured the aesthetic element through 





ohotography; Swygert is eloquent and 
educational in her overview of the island, 
its coral reefs and marine inhabitants. 
The armchair dive traveler can take a vi- 
carious journey to the Caribbean island 
of Bonaire, viewing beautiful pho- 
tographs of the underwater environment 
and its splendid inhabitants. Given 
Bonaire’s ties to the Netherlands, Susan 
has included text in English, Dutch and 
German. This artfully designed 10% by 
10% inch hard cover book would grace 
any ocean lover’s coffee table. 

Watercolours will remind the dive trav- 
eler who has been to Bonaire of its 
breathtaking underwater vistas and in- 
triguing creatures. Those who have not 
had the good fortune to visit this island 
will be irresistibly drawn to its reefs and 
shores. Out of 175 pages, more than 125 
are entirely devoted to colorful pho- 
tographs of Bonaire’s marine scenery 
and creatures, from very large, pelagic 
creatures to the tiniest inhabitants. The 
photos are divided by color into four sec- 
tions; Blue, Yellow, Violet and Orange. 
Each reef scene or creature is identified 
and, at the back of the book, there is fur- 
ther information about each picture. 
Particular dive sites are described in brief 
and the common and scientific names of 
the marine creatures are given, along with 
a summary of the creature’s distinctive 
features and behaviors. 

Watercolours Bonaire is available 
through Helix for $59.50, including 
UPS anywhere in the continental U.S. 
Call Helix at (800) 33-HELIX for more 
information. = 
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e Aboard SpoilSport you'll enjoy exceptional 


meals, comfort and privacy. ° 1996 - ‘97 Starting Rates 





July-Dec’96 Jan.-June’97 
Py ele) |{yeoleol aq $4,739 °1,511 
Coral Sea — 6 days 

Supersport ‘* 696 * 624 
Cod Hole — 3 days 

Watersport * 365 * 335 
Yongala Wreck — 2 days 

& | Tells@es Papua New Guinea 
“Qaaageas $4,980 

elgeas $2,970 

11 nights $3,249 


e Witness thrilling shark action 
at Scuba Zoo. 














¢ Swim with big fish at 
Watanabe Pinnacle. 


e Explore the Yongala, 
one of the world’s 
best wreck 
dives! 










1-888-MIKE BALL 


Office hours 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Mountain Time 


FAX: 520-556-9598 
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Featuring Our Two NEWEST Cruisers! 





“ & Vana Red Sea/Sudan 
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oint & click in your home or office to 
See & Sea Travel’s Divers’ world-wide 
information system with photos in full 
color. The serious diver’s ultimate 
online resource! Home page at: 








http://www. divxprt.com/see&sea| 
SEARCH ENGINES: “SEE & SEA TRAVEL” | 
e-mail: divxprt@ix.netcom.com 
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SEA QUEST 
XR2 REGULATOR 
(Continued from Page 16) 


orecision. 

XR2 SECOND STAGE: This highly ad- 
vanced breathing technology is incorpo- 
rated into a durable, compact, light- 
weight and innovative low profile design. 
Air is delivered via a downstream de- 
mand valve. Owing to the reduced inter- 
nal airspace of this micro-sized regulator, 
purging is remarkably easy and, with the 
large exhaust tee, exhalation is effortless. 
The compact size and streamlined de- 
sign also help reduce jaw fatigue. 
Additionally, the XR2 incorporates an ex- 
ceptionally comfortable, orthodontically 
engineered black silicone Comfo-Bite 
mouthpiece that further reduces jaw fa- 
tigue by securing the mouthpiece in the 
most natural position within the mouth. 

The exhaust tee is angled to guide ex- 
halations back and away from the face. 
The purge valve has a soft, rubber-like 
covering for easy purging and long wear. 

CENTURY FIRST STAGE: With an envi- 
ronmentally sealed, balanced piston de- 
sign, the Century first stage is made to 
withstand the rigorous demands of cold 
water diving and hard use, all while deliv- 
ering air effortlessly. The oil filled ambient 
pressure chamber provides a barrier for 
the internal mechanisms against foreign 


contaminants such as silt and sand. It al- 
so helps prevent freeze-up in extremely 
cold water. The Century first stage has 
two HP ports. The four LP ports are ona 
360 degree rotating swivel. This feature 
allows perfect positioning of all your 
hosed components. 

Additionally, the XR2 comes stan- 


OPTIONAL ADD-ONS 


e Eon Lux computer...............c008 $960 
© Bt CONGO. 5. cs $900 
® EON COMPUIET ... .n.cc000s ecctecs $850 
¢ Solution console” ......... $630 to $750 
e Favor console”.............. $450 to $570 
¢ Companion console” ....$290 to $410 
e Mechanical gauges”.....$176 to $230 
WS COIS oi oii cpeuiestnsoveopenessaze 155 











*Price range depends upon number and configuration of 
gauges/instruments. All prices reflect hose mounted systems 
only. 


dard with a three-eighths inch Pulsair 
hose, which has unusually high flow 
characteristics and is extremely flexible, 
strong and resistant to cuts or scrapes. 
Hose protectors are included. 


CONCLUSION 

High performance environments de- 
mand high performance gear—cold wa- 
ter, heavy use and deep diving all require 
a sturdy, rugged and reliable breathing 
apparatus that will deliver air confidently. 
Likewise, everyday recreational use de- 
mands total assurance. The Sea Quest 
XR2 encompasses all those needs in 


COMPARISON OF SEA QUEST REGULATORS 


XR2/Century XR7/Spectrum XR2/infinity 


L-shaped, T-shaped L-shaped, 
LP ports LP ports 
swivel 360 swivel 360 
degrees degrees 





XP/Century XP/Spectrum _ XP/Infinity 


Mirage XP 


Balanced Balanced Balanced Balanced Balanced Balanced Flow- 
piston diaphragm piston piston diaphragm piston through 
piston 


L-shaped, 
LP ports 


L-shaped, 
LP ports 
swivel 360 
degrees 


Cylindrical 


swivel 360 
degrees 





HP/LP Ports |2 HP/4 LP 2 HP/4 LP 2 HP/4 LP 2 HP/4 LP 2 HP/4 LP 2 HP/4LP 1 HP/4 LP 


Environ- Yes Yes; with 
ic |mental additional 
Seal optional 


Optional Yes Yes; with 
additional 
optional 


ae 


Hose 3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 
Diameter 


Fiberglass Fiberglass 
reinforced reinforced 
polyester with polyester 
rubber 


Under chin Under chin 


Exhaust Extra large Extra large Extra large 
Valve round round round 
___ {silicone silicone silicone 


OND STAGE 


Fiberglass Fiberglass Fiberglass Fiberglass 
reinforced reinforced reinforced reinforced 
polyester with {polyester polyester polyester 
rubber 


Under chin 


Under chin 


Valve Downstream Downstream Downstream Downstream {Downstream Downstream |Downstream 
Design fever action lever action lever action fever action lever action lever action lever action 





Extra large Extra large Extra large Extra large 
round round round round 
silicone silicone Silicone silicone 


° Mouth- Comfo-Bite | Comfo-Bite Comfo-Bite | Black Black Black Black 
wm |piece black silicone | black silicone black silicone _| silicone silicone silicone silicone 
Warranty {Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited Limited 
lifetime lifetime lifetime lifetime lifetime lifetime lifetime 


A great combin- | Full adjusta- Great all 


ation for cold bility combined | around, ultra 


water. Low vol- | withahigh per- | reliable, fully 
ume and dual | formance adjustable 
controls on first stage pro- 
second stage |videsextremely | ance setup 
allow diverto — | responsive for diving in 
perfectly adjust | air delivery. 
airflow to div- 

ing conditions. 


high perform- 


warmer waters 
(above 50°F). 


High perform- jHighperform- | Great perform- | Easy 

ance setup ance setup ance chara- breathing, 
for divers for divers Cteristics ina | dependable 
who don't who favor more econom- | regulator. 
need an gase of use ical package. 

adjustable and a balanced 

second stage. 














one highly practical performance pack- 
age: an easy breathing and environmen- 
tally adjustable regulator built to with- 
stand the rigors of hard use without 
degradation of performance. And, it’s 
versatile enough for use in the frigid wa- 
ters below 50°F as well as the balmy 





USER COMMENTS 


Inhalation control: “| realized 
the greatest breath assistance 
with the inhalation control knob. 
Also, this large knob was easy to 
find and adjust in the water.” 

Surf and surge: “In strong and 
surgy California surf the XR2 re- 
fused to freeflow despite my best 
efforts.” 

Comfort: “The low profile de- 
sign coupled with the Comfo-Bite 
mouthpiece made this one of the 
most comfortable regulators | 
have used.” 





seas of our tropical dreams. It’s a great 
package that should suit the variable 
needs of most divers—even if your vari- 
able needs all occur on the same dive! 
The XR2 comes in black with blue ac- 
cents and retails, with the Century first 
stage, for $410 (see accompanying chart 
for Sea Quest’s other first stage/second 
stage combinations). 

For information on this compact dy- 
namo, contact Sea Quest at 2151 Las 
Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, California 92009 
or call (619) 488-1101; fax (619) 438- 
3142, = 


THE BUDDY PHONE 
(Continued from Page 31) 


The regulator of the professional is 
designed to maintain a greater positive 
air pressure inside the mask, regardless 
of demand. This is more suitable to 
commercial applications. 

OTHER FULL FACEMASKS: U.S. Divers 
offers Buddy Phone integration kits to fit 
full facemasks produced by several other 
manufacturers. For more information, 
contact your U.S. Divers dealer. 

STX-100 SURFACE UNIT: So topside 
personnel can coordinate Buddy Phone 
equipped divers—or just for fun—the 
STX-100 surface unit is available (not 
shown here). This small (9 by 7.85 by 3.4 
inches) unit is built into a case that is wa- 
ter resistant when the cover is closed. 
Powered by eight C-cells, it incorporates 
volume and squelch controls and a chan- 
nel selector. The two channels are factory 
set to the Buddy Phone frequency (upper 
and lower sideband) and four additional 
channels can be factory installed. A high 





COMPRESSORS 













The new BASIC PACKAGE is 
designed as an economical, 
high quality alternative to 
’ our Classic breathing air sys- 
» tems. These high pressure 
* breathing air systems are 
we available in 230 VAC single 

toes we. OG a 3) phase or three phase 
Ee AS ee e mg $F 230/460 VAC electric motor 
~~  S= e  P drive, ranging from 4.3 to 
: '* 26.0 SCFM charging rate with 
discharge pressures up to 
5000 PSIG. 





These rugged, compact 
and portable high pressure 
breathing air systems are the 
perfect choice for professional 
divers and diving groups. 
Available in gasoline or diesel 
engine drive, ranging from 3.6 
to 8.4 SCFM charging rate with 
discharge pressures up to 
& 5000 PSIG. 





Capitano — , 


Gas/Dive 









Complete with air purification 
system and fill hose, these safe, 
reliable and lightweight portable 
compressors are designed for 
the serious sport diver. 

Available in electric motor drive 
single phase 230 VAC, three 
phase 230/460 VAC and gasoline 
or diesel engine drive. 


he Utilus 10-D 


Diesel Drive 


Compressor and drive unit 
can be carried separately 





BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 
1328 AZALEA GARDEN ROAD 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502-1944 
(804) 855-6006 
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THE BUDDY PHONE 


quality microphone plugs into the case as 
does the 35 foot cord for the transducer. 
A speaker is built into the case but option- 
al headphones are available. 

When the transducer is submerged, 
the topside user can listen to all under- 
water Buddy Phone transmissions and 
vice versa. The range of the topside unit 
is twice that of the underwater systems. 

When using any Buddy Phone system 
underwater, always breathe normally on 


wv) 


ascent. If your bubbles drown outa 
transmission, stop the ascent and ask for 
a repetition. Always carry an octopus 
second stage for emergencies. Also, 
U.S. Divers recommends you receive 
proper training in the use of the MkII Full 
Facemask before diving with it. 


CONCLUSION 
The Buddy Phone makes underwater 
communication fun, regardless of the 
type of diving you’re doing. With the top- 
side unit you can even bring nondivers in 
on the action. The Buddy Phone can also 
add to the safety and efficiency of any 


INSTRUCTOR 
TRAINING 


& NITROX INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 


a 


yo 
_ 


Career Development Center 


Diver's Unlimited! 

ginadive center to 
the CDC apc 
itional instructor 

es you beyond tradi 
ger Go through our prane 
TRIAD or 99 all the way with ae 
INSTRUCTOR. Our en : 
ive you the extra quali : 
sg as anywhere you want to go: 


GO PRO at 
From workin 


GOLD INSTRUCTOR 
e CPR & Medic First Aid Instructor 
e 6 Specialty Instructor Certifications 
e (Master Scuba Diver Trainer 
e Resort Instructor Course 
e Nitrox Instructor 
e FREE WORLDWIDE 
PLACEMENT 
Positions on cruise ships, and 
dive resorts in the Caribbean, in 


resorts around the world and in 
retail dive stores. 


* COMPLETE CAREER 
PROGRAM 


Custom tailored to meet your 
exact needs. 


AN DIVERS 
UNLIMITED 


6023 Hollywood Boulevard ¢ Hollywood, Florida 33024 
TOLL FREE (888) CDC-PADI 


Phone: (954) 981-0156 
Fax: (954) 963-5255 or E-mail: dvrsunlmtd@aol.com 


Tuition 
Financing 
Available 
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3 times* 
awarded 
PADI #4 
etnitin 
Facility 


TRIAD INSTRUCTOR 


e Advanced Open Water 

e Rescue Diver ¢ Medic First Aid 
e Divemaster e Instructor Prep 

e Instructor Development 

e Headstart Program 


e CONTINUING 
INSTRUCTOR AND 
RETAIL SUPPORT 
after graduation. Ongoing 
consultation on services and 
materials. 


* APPROVED FOR 
VETERANS TRAINING 


*1975/76/77 


Travel Services by 


STAR TRAVEL LID. 


(232-7234) 





The Buddy Phone comes with a video 
that demonstrates the system’s use. 





operation—even if all you want to do is 
keep track of your dive buddy. 

You'll become adept at using any 
Buddy Phone component quickly and 
the comfort and durability are built in. 
But, none of this is possible until you try a 
Buddy Phone first hand. For more infor- 
mation or the address of the dealer near- 
est you, contact U.S. Divers at 3323 
West Warner Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 
92704; (714) 540-8010. = 


REMBRANDT VAN RIJN 
(Continued from Page 37) 


low, bottom bed sheet and blanket for 
each bunk. 

The vessel's social center is its main 
deck bar, done in white pine wood floor- 
ing and trim, complete with fixed bar 
stools and lounge seating with large win- 
dows flanking both sides. Forward of the 
bar, afew steps down, is the Rem- 
branat’s large dining area with enough 
seating for a full boat. A breakfast menu 
of eggs, bacon, sausage, toast, cereal 
and a special recipe cinnamon battered 
fried toast is served buffetstyle. Lunch 
and dinner are served sit down style. 


THE DIVING 

The six day voyage includes one day at 
Turneffe Islands, three days at Light- 
house Reef, one day at Glover’s Reef, 
and three-quarters of a day in Belize’s 
southern domain. Since Lighthouse 
Reef is the most sought after destination 
in Belize, the Rembranat focuses its 
greatest attention on this southern re- 
gion, from Long Caye to Halfmoon Caye. 
When it comes to wall diving this area is 
king, with vertical drops adorned with 
large colonies of tube, rope and barrel 
sponges and Deep Water Seafans be- 
ginning 35 feet from the surface. Fish life 
along the crest of sites such as Silver 
Caves and Aquarium, can include any- 
thing from large schools of Horse-eye 
Jacks, big groupers and snappers to 
Eagle Rays. 

Lighthouse Reef is also famed for an- 
other treasure: a friendly, female Bottle- 
nose Dolphin named Honey. Honey has 
become notorious for her up-close and 
personal interaction and playful antics 
with snorkelers and divers alike. She of- 
ten shows up when least expected. 

Along the stretch facing Halfmoon 








Caye, the coral precipice takes on its 
most intriguing appearance. Starting 
from the inner side of the reef, the bottom 
begins as sandy slope, dropping to a 
depth of 50 to 60 feet where it is met by a 
30 foot high coral embankment. Cutting 
seaward through the coral wall are nu- 
merous large crevices and tunnels which 
drop at steep angles toward the abyss. 
When diving through one of these pas- 
sages, expect to see anything from large 
groupers and Green Morays, to sleeping 
Nurse Sharks and turtles. During the stay 
off Halfmoon Caye, the crew of the 
Rembrandt will put together a beach pic- 
nic for the shore excursion to visit the 
lighthouse and the booby bird rookery. 

Although the Rembrandt provides div- 
ing services, it may not be suited to 
those ardent live-aboard divers who like 
to get in four to six dives a day. Three 
dives per day is the max. However, the 
third can be a choice of either a late af- 
ternoon or night dive. Owing to the 
ships’ heavy tonnage and deep draft (12 
feet), using any of the Turneffe Islands or 
Lighthouse Reef dive boat moorings is 
not possible. To resolve this problem, 
the Rembranat employs two 16 foot in- 
flatables for shuttling divers to and from 
the sites, which typically takes 10 to 15 
minutes each way. 

| recommend bringing your own dive 
equipment. While they do provide tanks 
(short model 90s with a 10 inch diameter 
and low profile European DIN valves with 
U.S. adapters) and weights, onboard 
rental gear is limited to just a few com- 
plete sets of BCs and regulators with 
gauges. 

One of the big thrills of exploring 
Lighthouse Reef is the Blue Hole. This 
immense, circular underwater cavern, 
some 300 feet across and 480 feet 
deep, tantalizes the imagination. While | 
can guarantee you will not find sea mon- 
sters lurking in its dark blue/gray depths, 
this deep pit in the middle of Lighthouse 
Reef possesses ancient remnants from 
the last Ice Age, when the hole was once 
a dry cave—several monstrous stalac- 
tites hanging from a narrow sill at a depth 
of 110 feet. True giants, several of these 
formations are 15 to 18 feet in length and 
can be found to depths of 147 feet. 

For the Blue Hole dive, the Rem- 
branat takes station off West Point, the 
closest possible access point for a skiff 
to reach the Blue Hole (about 25 min- 
utes). Following the dive into the hole, 
taking time to explore the shallows 
along the rim during the safety stop can 
present a cornucopia of Christmas 
Tree, Fan and Colonial Tube Worms in 
just about any hue, as well as numer- 
Ous varieties of small gobies and blennies 
scurrying across the sand and rubble. 

As with any vessel of this type, don’t 
expect a fast ship. The Rembranat’s av- 





You won't find a better diving value. We se an exciting package 

ord dive trips. We include: 
e food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to ys 
¢ 3 dives a day ¢ island exploration ¢ fishing © sailing 
@ shell collecting ¢ out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving © lazy days 


* Blackbeard’s 


CRUISES 
P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 3326 


6 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 
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REMBRANDT VAN RIJN 


erage cruising speed is roughly nine knots, 
with a top speed of 11 when sail and pow- 
er are combined. With both deployed, the 
crossing from Lighthouse Reef to Glover's 
Reef will take roughly five and a half hours. 
Following a day on Glover’s Reef, the last 
leg of the voyage (day six) includes a cou- 
ole of dives inside the barrier reef around 
Laughing Bird Caye. 

The Rembranat does not bill itself as a 
serious dive live-aboard. It is, however, a 


unique cruise for those seeking to com- 
bine a little bit of diving with the mystique 
of sailing the waters of Belize from the 
deck of a Tall Ship. 

Rates are based on double occupancy 
for seven night dive trips. Forward cabins 
are $999 per person; $1,199 for double 
bed models. The larger, deluxe cabin is 
$1,499 per person. Prices include all 
meals, snacks and round trip ground 
transfers. Like most operations, soft 
drinks, beer, wine or the harder stuff is 
charged separately. For booking informa- 
tion, the Holland based Oceanwide 
Expeditions U.S. office can be reached at 
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Established — 


20) Years of Leadership 
for the Diving Professional. 


Awarded by PADI 
#1 Career Development Center 
















Approved for 
Veterans Training! 


Student Financing 
available! 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
801 Seabreeze Blvd., Bahia Mar Yachting Resort, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


Licensed by the Florida State Board of Independent Post Secondary, Vocational Technical, Trade and Business Schools, license #79 
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Is There A 
Career In Diving 
For You? 


Call today Toll Free 1-800-800-DIVE 
for your PADI Career Training Catalog. 

In Florida or outside the U.S. Phone or Fax 954-761-8915, 

email: prodive@icanect.net 


for valuable contributions to 
PADI Instructor Development. 


ONAL 





Recipient of the 
"PADI Outstanding 
Achievement Award" 




























333 N. Sam Houston Parkway, Suite 
1165, Houston, Texas 77060. Phone 
(713) 591-1616, (800) 453-7245 or fax 
(713) 591-1082. 


GETTING THERE 
With a large fleet of modern Boeing 767 
and 737s, TACA flies daily nonstop to 





Belize from Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
Departure tax is $15 U.S. There is no need 
to exchange your U.S. currency for 
Belizean; U.S. dollars are widely accepted 
and favored. =3 


New AUTOMATIC > U/W c CAMERA: [he 
SeaLife ReefMaster, from Pioneer 
Research, can take photographs down to 
1 oH feet. The camera Kouiss a f/3.5 wide 

gag angie lens, 
Mm big sports 
Pe 4 viewfinder, 
- ~ large shut- 
ter lever (for 
=; easy use 
_| with gloves) 
EA and auto- 
matic ainatag't It's also equipped with a 
special “coral flash” that compensates for 
the blue effect on closer objects but 
leaves the aqua blue color of the water 
untouched. 

For more information, contact Pioneer 
research at 216 Haddon Avenue, 
Westmont, NJ 08108 or phone (609) 854- 
2424, (800) 257-7742 or fax (609) 858- 
8695, = 
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Living Coral — 
Reeis are Dying 
not to be 











CAYMAN HOTELS 


3Nts SNt  /7Nts 
$387 $634 $768 
$281 $458 $635 
$387 $634 $882 
$429 $705 $981 
BEACH CLUB $354 $580 $806 
SLEEPINN $334 $547 $759 
TREASUREISLAND $368 $603 


Prices are based on double occupancy & include o two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival and day 
of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


CAYMAN CONDOS 


3Nts 5Nts 7 Nts 





















COCONUT HARBOUR 
AMBASSADORS 
HOLIDAY INN 
INDIES SUITES 


PICK 
L. K. LL 


ethan with Parrots Landing, 
Grand Cayman’s most elite dive 















\ CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS $331 $541 $751 
pepe par anh GRAPETREE/COCOPLUM $321 $524 $728 
| LONDONHOUSE $394 $646 $746 
along the 7-Mile Beach area. TARQUYNN MANOR $319 $521 $672 
VICIORIAHOUSE $338 $553 $767 

Choose from 8 boats to take VILLAS OF THEGALLEON $390 $639 





Prices are based on quad occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival and day 
of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


DIVE BOATS 









you fo Cayman's magnificent dive 
sites including the North, South & 
West Walls and Stingray City. 





Parrots Landing even offers an all-day ie vt i Bi 
“3-Tank” boat trip for advanced NORTH WALLS 45’ “AFRICAN GREY” 
roo ces pees dee 
Plus there are caves, grottos and PRIVATE CHARTERS, 42° “LORIKEET” 
a 6000 foot wall just a snorkel SAIL/SNORKELTRIPS 60’ “THE COCKATOO” 








from our dive shop. TRANSPORT YEO) 


(ALL 
FREE 
from $30/day 


All packages include free tanks 
for shore diving and a Sunset Sail 
aboard our 60’ Catamaran, so give 
us. a call and take your pick! 


DADNOTS IANTING 


GRAND CAYMAN'S WATERSPORTS PARK 











Cayman Airways 
AIRPORT/CONDO PICK UPS 
CAR RENTALS 
















Cayman tothe Max 
Sept5-Decl5 

Hotel, Nee Boat Dives ou Mio Air. 

$585. os: 


Prices based on double o and include tax, grat., airport transfers and as 






1800-448 04288 












Top: Whitetip Reef Shark (Triaenodon obesus). 
_ Above and below: Romantic walks along Vatulele’s white 
_ beaches begin a kiss, or two, from the resort’s steps. 

















Fiji is one of the top dive destinations in 
the world and Vatulele abounds in 
unspoiled underwater scenery. Susan 
Savela (above) admires a flaming 
orange gorgonian. 
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it back and pic- 

ture your perfect 
vacation. There would 
be warm, azure waters 
teeming with animal life 
and providing great div- 
ing; endless white 
beaches; romantic sun- 
sets guaranteed to take 
your breath away; five 
Star Cuisine and drink; 
and friendly folks taking 
care of your every need. 


true? Well, maybe not. 
Welcome to Vatulele Island 
Resort, Fiji. Prepare to be 
pampered and spoiled at 
this breathtakingly beautiful 
property. 

This retreat is just a halt 


land of Viti Levu. Vatulele 
Island Resort is only six years 
old, the creation of Emmy 
award winning 
Australian TV pro- 
ducer, Henry 
Crawford, and 
Martin Livingston. 
Martin, a fifth gen- 
eration European 
Fijian who is part 
- owner of the re- 
sort, is also the 
manager. 
Vatulele has 
no western de- 
velopment 
apart from the 
resort. Nearly. 
all the staff 


one of the 
four'local vil- 
lages witha 
total popula- 

tion of less than 1,000. Staff mem- 
bers quickly learn your name and you'll 


feel at home here from the first sip of your 


welcome drink. Fiji truly has the friendliest 
people on earth! 

Vatulele Resort’s 16 villas, designed for 
couples, are nestled in the natural tropical 


A Picture 
Vacation 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


Sound too good to be 


hour flight from the main is- 


comes from . 


Perfect Dive | 


InFi 





foliage offering total privacy. They feature 
high thatched roofs, thick, white washed 
walls, tables made of stone, a shaded ter- 
race with hammocks for two, king sized 
beds and even a do not disturb sign made ° 
from a cowrie shell necklace. All villas were 
handmade from materials from the main 
island to preserve the natural state of — 
Vatulele. Heavy cranes were not available, 
thus the high beamed ceilings were con- 
structed with manpower alone. This in- 

credible feat had stunning results. | 

Food is a special feature of the resort. 
The meals are five star delights with a vari- 
ety of cuisine, including Californian, Thai, 
Italian, Japanese, Indian, etc. Weather 
permitting, meals are taken on a terrace 
overlooking the lagoon. By night, tables 
are set under the stars and lit by lanterns 
and candlelight. _ 

You'll find that folks at Vatulele cater to 
romance. If you wish to dine in private, you 
can.reserve time in the wine cellar or re- 
quest a table for two at the water's edge. 
Just offshore is the secluded Nooki Nooki 
island. Couples can be dropped off on the 
island for a champagne breakfast or lunch 
and have the unpopulated island all to 
themselves. 

Vatulele is only seven miles long and 
three miles wide. The northern and east- 
ern coasts are protected by a barrier reef 
that creates a lagoon in front of the resort. | 
This makes a perfect spot for swimming, 
snorkeling or watersports. The endless 
stretches of white sand provide the per- 
fect escape from the pressures of the daily 
grind—no phones, faxes or deadlines. If 
you get thirsty relaxing on the beach, just 
stand the beach flag in the sand and you 
will find the true meaning of service. 

Fiji is one of the top dive destinations in 
the world and the clear, warm waters off. 
Vatulele offer ideal diving. Although the div- 
ing operation has only been in business for 
three years, the staff members have 
worked hard to make it top-notch. Various 
dive sites surround the island, offering plen- 
ty of opportunities for all levels of diving ex- 
perience. The shallows are densely popu- 
lated with rich, healthy hard corals and 
home to fish of every color of the rainbow. 
You might encounter almost anything on 
the deep walls; schools of Barracuda, tur- 



































 tles and the ever-present cruising reef 
sharks. Soft corals and seafans can be- 
- found in the areas with good currents. 
This underwater getaway is just waiting - 
— tobe explored and captured on film. 
Dive operations are managed by Mal- 
~ colm Scott and his. crew. The dive shop - 
has tanks, a compressor and is fully © 
equipped with the necessary dive gear 
Bie those who want to travel light. There rn 
_ are two boat dives a day and dive pack- 
"ages, resort courses and PADI Leta i 
“ _ tion classes. are available. | eee 
We bet you thought we were kidding 
about the luxury this remote island can. eu 
- offer. Vatulele Island Resort is thefirst 
_and only South Pacific resort tobe ac- 
7 ae into the Relais & Chateaux hotel 
_ chain. This prestigious hotel group em- 
- phasizes the five “Cs”: character, cour- 
vas calm, charm and cuisine. Ne 
-Vatulele Island Resort is for the discern- 
ing diver who apprecia es the finer things | 
in life. To truly experience its uniqueness — i 

















Viti Levu 





pan, 28? Vatulele 
CORAL COAST > Island Resort 


O ral BEQA 


GETTING THERE 


Flights to Fiji are available through 
Air Pacific and Qantas. The nonstop Air 





Pacific flight from Los Angeles to Fiji’s 
International Airport in Nadi is approxi- 
mately 10 hours. The outer islands can 
be reached via the local carriers, Air Fiji 
and Sunflower. 
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Air Pacific Qantas 
(800) 227-4446 (800) 227-4500 
Air Fiji Sunflower Airlines 


(800) 677-4277 
(310) 670-7302 


(800) 224-0220 


adise. Once you’ ve > been ‘spoiled by the : 
: - friendly Fijians of Vatulele, © ae vacatio 
will never be the same. _ ae 
For more infonrisncr ‘or rOpeA OBE 
call (800) 828-9146, te 670-8430 or 
- fax (310) 338- “0708, » ee Ae aE, 
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DIVING ADVENTURE, AND 


A unique and attractive private island resort 
a natural om with gl suet ea) modern beats 





FANTASY SPECIAL 


$675.00 





i nights A/C accommodations, 
unlimited diving on both 
North & South Coast of Roatan, 


all meals & welcome cocktail, 


ROSETTE ACHE E EOC EP HHT ESET HM HEATHER ERO TAH HHS RASH ERED ORHHH SHEE EH HET RESH PSE OD RAHE SHORE DEOL O HD 


ROATAN « BAY ISLANDS * HONDURAS | 
(800) 676-2826 * (813) 835-4449 * 011 (504) 45-1222 (Taxes not included.) 


WU HU Bho UY Io 


SOCORROISLANDS YET SO eds SEA OF CORTEZ 
‘ 4 The 112 foot Solmar V is the most luxurious live-aboard 
» operating in Mexico. Based in Cabo San Lucas, the 
| Solmar V offers trips in the summer to the Sea of 
Cortez and in the winter to the Socorro Islands 
(Revillagigedos), the last unexplored diving legend 
of Mexico. Encounters with schooling Hammerheads, 
giant Mantas, whale sharks, sea lions and migratory 
whales are likely. Individuals, groups and private 
charters welcome... Call for more live-aboard info! 


and airport transfers. 
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Located on the tip of The Baja Peninsula, the Solmar © 
is a secluded resort of intimate size that straddles 
the Sea of Cortez and the Pacific Ocean. Walking 
distance from town, all rooms are air-conditioned 
suites with private balconies. Shopping, nightlife, 
sight-seeing, two large pools/jacuzzi, — 
golfing, fishing or Solmar's private. j= i 
white sand beach will be sure to 3 fo 
make your vacation First Class. 3 . 
Land-based diving packages for ==; 
groups and individuals... fa D. a | 
Call for more info! 
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TECHNIFACTS 


The History of Diving and the 
Subsistence of Mollusks 


S ixty years 
ago. there 
were only a few 
recreational 
divers in the 
world. In the 
1950s, there were hundreds, then thou- 
sands of divers of all sorts. Now, going 
into the 21st century, there are reportedly 
2.9 million of us. At first there was a fairly 
accurate history of our activities. Then 
accurate history became warped by the 
egos that wanted to be first, best, 
biggest, last, deepest, stay the longest or 
whatever. In the next few months, 
Technifacts will research factual material 
to develop an accurate record of diving. 
This month reviews the beginnings of 
breath-hold diving. Where and how did it 
start? To answer that question intelligently 


DIVE 


Come Dive Crystal River With... 


AMERICAN PRO 
DIVING CENTER 


Guided Manatee Tours of Crystal 
River, Homosassa River, & 
Rainbow River @ Boat Rentals 


(352) 869-0041 [Sos Aas 4 
(352) 563-0041 [Crystal River, FL 34429 


PADI 5 STAR All referrals welcome 
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Best Western 


Crystal Resort poe 


@ Full Service Dive Shop 


©@ Boat Rentals | 525 NW 7th Ave. | 
@ Reservations: | Crystal River, FL 34428 
DIVING: (352) 795-6798 

MOTEL: (800) 435-4409 
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Bag oom at 

aradise 
Waterfront, All-Suite Motel, Marina, 

200 yards from Main Springs, Dive Shop, 
Pools, Three Bars, Certified & Rental 
Boats, Manatee Tours, Kayak Tours 

FL Only 


fei} sa 
(352) 795-3111 | Crystal River, FL 34423 
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BY E.R. CROSS 


it is necessary to look back on the art of 
diving and its definition. S.W. Smith, in his 
1823 book Observations on Diving and 
Diving Machines, surmised, “Diving, it is 
well known, is the art of descending un- 
der water, to a considerable depth, and 
abiding there a competent time. The uses 
of diving are considerable, particularly: 
pearls, corals, soonges, wrecks of ships.” 

Both depth and time at depth are con- 
tingent on conditions and depend primar- 
ily on equipment, knowledge and physical 
ability—the three sides of the triangle of 
safety. To survive, breath-hold divers 
must be able to surface frequently to get a 
fresh supply of air. This fundamental has 
not changed except to improve depth 
and time at depth through betterment of 
diving techniques. 

Smith also stated, “The first divers un- 


ee ee ee 
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questionably learned the art by early and 
adventurous practice, in trying how long 
they could continue under water without 
breathing.” There were no masks, fins, 
snorkels and or wetsuits then. Unassisted 
breath-hold divers probably never 
reached great depths or stayed for the 
times sometimes reported in early diving 
literature. Perhaps the tallest tales ever 
told about breath-hold diving are in 
smith’s book and some found their way 
into a later book, Deep Diving and 
Submarine Operations, by Davis, who in- 
vented some stories of his own. In spite of 
the tall tales, | agree with Smith, the art of 
diving undoubtedly began in the breath- 
hold diving mode. 

The when and the why of the earliest 
breath-hold diving will probably remain a 
mystery. Deep water marine shells found 


De ee ee 


A Face Only 
Mother Nature 
Could Love! 


Once you meet a manatee, you're 
hooked. They're blubbery, yet love- 
able. They're big (up to 15 feet); yet 
friendly (they'll gently nudge you for 
attention). 
In the U.S., manatees are found 
only in Florida with the greatest 
concentration inhabiting Citrus 
County due to our warm, spring- 
fed waters, underwater caves 
and friendly environment. 
To a diver, Citrus County is 
"MOTHER NATURE'S THEME 
PARK". Call these fine diving 
professionals for specifics. 
For more information about 
Citrus County, call: 


(800) 587-MOMS 


Citrus County Tourist 


Development Council 


1300 S. Lecanto Hwy. 
Lecanto, FL 34461 
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UMW & Diveboat photos: Cathy Church 


You can dive right off pee: Diving back home 
OUNTOFESNOLE OF TOM (as tein cceme 8 Will Never Oe Quite 
one of our / first-class \ »""" "weet cemm ee ces. | the same after you've 
dive boats. ee ee ec * become a Sunset 

The only thing tohold Yo pester". ; 
you back are Cive tables. 





oe FOr more details call 
LT C09-949 7111 or toll-free from the US 
Or, if you prefer, your computer. on 1-800 854 4767. 

And if you're not already a qualified Or write PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, 
diver, our great staff includes ateam of | BWI for our special rates for novice 
experienced Instructors to get you and experienced divers. 
started rignt. nnn owe lee ante 

Sunset House Is also home to the CEMVMAILEASLU LU Ke 
famous Cathy Church Photo Centre. Grand Cayman's Hotel For Dive 
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in kitchen middens (refuse heaps) of an- 
cient civilizations indicate the ability of 
these people to dive. Some of these mid- 
dens date back more than 10,000 years. 
Deep water shells were also part of reli- 
gious and burial ceremonies. 

The next Technifacts will describe the 
first known device for extending the diver’s 
time underwater. Be with us for a surprise. 


THE HIGH ANDES/ 

SHELL DIVERS 
The April Technifacts reviewed the ar- 
chaeological work of Dr. Johan Reinhard 
and others in the high Andes of Peru and 
Chile. We reviewed the use of Spondylus 
shells, harvested by divers at Isla La 
Plata, Ecuador, in human sacrifices in 
northern Chile. Parts of these shells, 
carved in animal and human form, were 
transported to burial sites in the high 
Andes. There they became offerings in 
living human sacrifices. Dr. Reinhard 
wrote, “More carved Sponaylus effigies 
were discovered by us this fall.... We did 
inaugurate a small museum with our 
finds at the village of Challapampa on the 
Island of the Sun (in Lake Titacaca). 

Divers might find it of interest.” 


MOLLUSKS 

Recently a SKIN DIVER reader asked 
how so many kinds of life can be sup- 
ported in very small areas. Primarily this 
reader's interest was in the many mol- 
lusks found under a large flat stone. 

| am surprised more divers are not 
aware of the many kinds of flora and fau- 
na that exist under various objects in 
nearly all bodies of water. Particularly, the 
fascinating families of mollusks, the sec- 
ond most abundant and diverse of all life 
forms. The shells will probably be gas- 
tropods; some will be herbivores; others 
carnivores. There will also be some bi- 
valves that are filter feeders. Probably a 
few animals will be micro- or macroscop- 
ic in size. 

There are thousands of kinds of ani- 
mals and plants in the micro to macro 
size categories. At first it is startling to see 
so many kinds of organisms in such prox- 
imity. What can so many life forms possi- 
bly find to eat? Partly they eat each other. 
But, that is not the complete answer. 
Almost never will two animals of a re- 
stricted population feed on the same or- 
ganism. To cope with this problem the 
many kinds of mollusks have developed 
many kinds of feeding apparatus. 

The range of food eaten by gastropods 
is unequaled in any comparable group of 
animals—at least partly owing to the di- 
versity of feeding mechanisms employed 
in their feeding. This class of shells in- 
cludes microfeeders using brushing, 
scraping and boring radula plus many fil- 
tering feeding systems. The slightly larger 

(Continued on Page 124) 











Dive in surroundings that will excite and stir the imagination. 
Explore the coral reefs with qualified dive professionals to guide 
and assist you. And, on land, the finest accommodations in the 

many and varied Sunset facilities from the most comfortable 

to pampered luxury...All on a Caribbean island abounding 
with native beauty, wildlife, a National Park, plus fine dining, 
entertainment and sporting activities from horseback riding, 
snorkeling, trail biking and so much more to satisfy the most 
discriminating of vacationers. Enjoy unbeatable weather in this 
southernmost island destination below the hurricane belt. 
Ask anyone who's been to Bonaire why they keep coming back! 


/ 996 BON “ANZA Hh 


i Wed. direct flight departures only. 
Price Includes: . ; 7 Nights, valid 4/16/96—-12/15/96. 
» Roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire For travel other days of the 


> U.S. Departure Tax e U.S. Federal Taxes week Add $70 ¢ For Non-Diving 
Hotel Transfers ° Welcome cocktail Companion Deduct $200 « 
Map of Bonaire © Bonaire Poster ® Breakfast = Upgrade to 12 Boat Dive Package 
buffet daily except morning of departure Add $80 © Saturday Air Add-on 
Six days of diving e One 1-tank guided boat —_—_ from Atlanta $175 per person 
dive per day © One night boat dive per stay ¢ Call for our low rates from your 
> Unlimited airfills for shore diving home city. Certain restrictions and 
» Use of tanks, weights and weightbelt blackout periods apply. Not 


included: Bonaire Departure Tax 


and $10 Marine Park Fee. 
AO. 


Because How You Get There Does Make A Differe 






(taradonna 
(taribbean Gout x 


Scuba Diving Travel Specialists 
PO. Box 3299/Longwood, FL 32779 








407-774-9000/FAX 407-682-6000 


USA & CAN: 800/328-2288 
oo Ty 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


W ebster defines nekton as a free 
W swimming animal essentially 
independent of wave and current ac- 
tion. The Nekton Pilot, which takes 
ldatomcyerexe) alo at-\jie)miccmar-lent-Micelgamial-) 
Pilot Whale, uses-a relatively new hull 
(ol(=\-t[e ain emi || nial-mele-\s)eke)migi-mus-\ioce 
The result is a luxury live-aboard that 
is remarkably, well, nektonic. First 
impressions of the vessel are decep- 
tive: the somewhat boxy hull catches 
the eye while the advanced design of 
the twin hulls is hidden below the wa- 
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ter. The unusual steering and ballast- 
fake sy 4s)<- va alors lame) ay hvarle) ey-ta>)alauige) gal 
the pilothouse. No doubt each of us 
had different impressions of Nekton 
Pilot as. we boarded in Ft. Lauderdale 
eve) Mom Valeo wel m (ele) diaie mela: cemcomelelg 
Cay Sal adventure aboard this 
unique vessel. 


SUNDAY 
- Crew members helped us get set- 
1d{-ro f= eler-Igem-laremigi-mer-le)ial-m(-)6-e) 6] 
first delightful discovery. Large win- 


mre (e)'A-m 9) ge\alel-m er-lale)e-lanilemal=\usw-lale| 


the word cabin hardly.does justice to 
these Spacious rooms. The queen 
sized bed ts cleverly designed _ 


to be separated into twin 


beds when needed. 

Each room includes a ™ 
bathroom with a full sized 

toilet and shower. Nekton Pilot's 

high capacity watermakers turn - 
out generous amounts of fresh 
water, so comfortable showers 
are encouraged, provided the length 
is not excessive. There is a large clos- 
et with plenty of shelf space for 
clothes and personal articles. One of 
the best features of the cabins is the 


BS WS eo : 
Mpg ay me) ge got 


Tare fice er-\mia\-i¢ae(ejcit-\ace)miaice-\ ereveacele 
tioning so the temperature of each 
(or 10) amer-len9[- 8 @)~eit1-)\"merelalige) (10 R 

IN (=),¢e)an adi (ojmerstasiciw-agerchdianlelgenel) 
30 guests, who are accommodated 
easily without crowding. took 
EV gelerevemeferatgremesi-mer-t'ar-iale mae lena 
probably wonder where everyone is. 
Rbaticyisien Ul are Mele aanancomigt-wialeigcveije)(= 
amount of physical space aboard— _ 
more than 6,000 square feet. It is di- — 
Nite l-xe &-laalelaremdeyd-\- 10 |-\e],¢-ymct- (0) Ao) am 
Wial(elahatetoe-malelan cys arey large spaces 
for living, eating or just playing, mak- 
ing it easy to be off by yourself orwith 
your own group. Ar 
diving schedule, whichissetupso — 
you can go in whenever you like after 


the vessel is on the dive site, as long ate s 
as you're back aboardforlunch 


% and dinner. This effectively 
prevents crc 


_ the water. 
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~ The 78 by 40 foot Nekton Pilot — 

gives guests ample deck space 
to roam. There are many other 
amenities, such as a skiff, kayaks 
and an adjustable dive deck. 


quarters on struts above it. Waves flow 
by without rocking the boat. SWATH de- 
sign doesn’t completely eliminate the 
pitching and rolling motion of a boat but it 
slows the rate of rolling and dramatically 
dampens the amplitude. A catamaran of 
similar size, for instance, rolls from side to 
side in about four seconds, while Nekton 
Pilot takes about 26 seconds. The ride is 
so Stable that tall glass vases of fresh 
flowers can be left—unsecured—on ta- 
bles. More importantly, your inner ear 
isn't playing catch-up to the motion of the 
boat. Sea sickness is a rarity on Nekton 
Pilot and we were able to sleep well on 
the night passage to The Bahamas. 

The SWATH design of Nekton Pilot 
has other advantages in addition to the 
smooth ride. Because the engines are 
underwater in the pontoons, the vessel 
is extremely quiet and free of vibration. It 
is not an exaggeration to say you get the 
feeling of being on a cruise ship rather 
than a 78 foot boat. 

All of Nekton Pilot’s technological ad- 
vances would be wasted without a good 
crew. We discovered during the week 
that 11 talented individuals make up this 
crew. Although crew assignments vary 
from week to week, there is always a 
captain, first mate, engineer, chef, activi- 
ties director and six instructors. 


MONDAY 

Nekton Pilot docked at Cat Cay for 
Bahamian customs formalities while we 
breakfasted high up in the salon on crisp 
bacon, freshly made French toast, fresh 
fruit salad, bagels, muffins and cereal. 
Beverages included coffee, tea and a se- 
lection of juices. After breakfast we set up 
our gear on the unique adjustable dive 
deck. Regardless of how Nekton Pilot 


happens to be ballasted, the bot- 
tom tier of the dive platform can 
be set exactly at water level. 
Getting into the water is easier 
than stepping into a pool. Two 
Stainless steel ladders extend 
about five feet below the surface 
for easy water exits. The dive 
deck itself is well organized, with 
individual storage for masks and 
fins. Steel 95 and 72 cubic foot 
tanks are available, pumped to 
2,400 PSI. Aluminum 80s are al- 
so available upon request. The 
same tank is used for every dive, L 

SO you Only set your gear up 

once. Awarm freshwater shower on 
deck and dry towels are also available af- 
ter every dive. 

Bahamian water temperatures range 
from 84°F in the summer to 77°F in the 
winter, So a light wetsuit or shorty is all that 
is needed. In the summer, a Lycra dive- 
skin is a good idea, if just for sun protec- 
tion. Wetsuits are hung to dry between 
dives on the sundeck, which Is big 
enough for a soccer match, except the 
spa would get in the way. Lounge chairs 
are provided for sun worshippers and sev- 
eral tables are set under the sunshade. 

Nekton Pilot is well-outfitted for pho- 
tographers. Two camera rinse barrels 
are permanently mounted on either side 
of the dive ladders and a third rinse bar- 
rel is next to the camera tables on the 
second deck. The two carpeted tables 
without railings seemed a bit risky at first 
but Nekton Pilot's lack of motion makes 
such precautions superfluous. E-6 film is 
processed on board and there are two 
light tables and two projectors in the 
lounge for viewing slides. Rental 


Nikonos V cameras and custom pho-. 
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Top: A lively assortment of colorful fish, 
including Blackbar Soldierfish, Blue- 
striped and French Grunts, Creole 
Wrasse, Porkfish and Yellowtail Goatfish 
swarm the Strip. Above: The hottub on 
the sundeck is a center of social activity. 


tography and videos are available. 

Our first dive was at Tuna Alley, just 
west of Cat Cay, where a mini-wall runs 
from 70 to about 95 feet. A series of 
ravines cut perpendicular to the wall 
form long swim-throughs lined with rust 
colored Black Corals. 

In the afternoon we made a drift dive — 
along Victory Reef. Although we 
stayed in a group for safety, the excel- 
lent visibility let us soread out along the — 
reef face. We hung weightless as the 
reef drifted by, passing through schools 
of purple Creole Wrasse and silver 
Atlantic Spadefish. Huge mounds of 
Smooth Brain Coral and Giant Star Coral — 
dominated the growth on the reef. 


TUESDAY 
Nekton Pilot was as still as an apart- 
ment building as Tuesday dawned clear © 
(Continued on next Page) 
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NEKTON PILOT 


and calm. By 8:00 am a light, pleasant 
breeze ruffled the blue water and we were 
ready to dive Last Chance Reef. The 
reef has a profile between 40 and 60 feet, 
with one very large coral mound and 
dozens of smaller reef sections scattered 
over the nearly level sandy bottom. With 
only a slight hint of current, we were free 
to explore in any direction. My partner 
and | spent most of the dive at an isolated 
reef about the size of a bus that was sur- 
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“Lammer Law” 


Pioneers and Leaders of 
the Liveaboard movement 
for 25 years, we still offer 
the best crews, the best 
destinations, the most 
inspired meals, the 
friendliest service and _ 
the greatest comfort 

of any live-aboard. 
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rounded by tropical fish. A bright yellow 
Coney with a parasitic copepod perched 
on its head followed us closely. AS we 
moved slowly around the reef, hundreds 
of Chromis, Damselfish, Hamlets and 
Harlequin Bass came out to greet us. 
After lunch we moved south to a shal- 
low reef called the Playground. With a 
depth range of about 15 to 20 feet, we 
were free to play here all afternoon. The 
bottom is a series of circular sand pock- 
ets, low reefs and patches of sea grass. 
Although hard corals are sparse, the soft 
corals and fish life are wonderful. We 
were shadowed everywhere by a large, 


BOX 4065 
ST. THOMAS, VI 00803 
FAX : 1-809- 494-5774 


TOLL FREE 1-800-648-3393 
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Curious Barracuda and enjoyed several 
close-up encounters with pairs of White 
Spotted Filefish. The deeply undercut 
ledges at Playground are fun to explore at 
night, too. Hog Snappers, Spanish Hog- 
fish and Surgeonfish all seek protection. 
Light sensitive Orangeball Corallimorphs 
decorate the ledges, along with hundreds 
of other interesting invertebrates. 


WEDNESDAY 

The morning sun blazed a yellow trail 
across the long, flat swells, which were 
barely perceptible as they slid beneath 
the raised hull of Nekton Pilot. We 
crossed from nearly 2,000 feet of water 
to about 20 feet on the northeast edge of 
Cay Sal Bank. In the center of a triangle 
formed by the Florida Keys, Cuba and 
the Great Bahama Bank, Cay Sal Bank is 
remarkably remote. No other vessels 
were in sight, nor would we see one until 
we left the bank and journeyed north 
again. It is about 65 miles long and 40 
miles wide. The water depth across the 
top might average 15 feet, although the 
deep blue holes on the eastern side are 
far deeper. Our first dive on Cay Sal Bank 
was at a blue hole called Silversides. 
Formed when the entire bank was out of 
the water, the lip of the hole is now about 
20 feet deep and the bottom is some- 
where below 200 feet. As we glided into 
the mysterious shadows beyond the rim, 
a trio of Blacktio Reef Sharks cruised 
over to inspect us. 

Big Blue is another blue hole, several 
hundred yards in diameter. It is surround- 
ed by avery nice reef at about 35 feet, 
with soft corals and the occasional 
sphere of Brain or Star Coral spilling over 
the edge. A dozen or so sharks routinely 
patrol the circumference of Big Blue, usu- 
ally Caribbean Reef Sharks and Blacktips 
with an occasional Bull Shark. Eight or ten 
sharks gave us a chance to observe them 
close-up in their natural environment. 
Two Nurse Sharks swam by below us, 
looking large even from 50 or 60 feet 
above. An enormous Loggerhead Turtle 
with two big remoras also gave us a close 
look as it swam slowly over the reef and 
into the misty blue of the hole. 

Sistine Chapel is a much smaller blue 
hole, at least at the top. Below about 80 
feet the sides are cut far back and lined 
with sponges and wire coral, creating the 
impression of a painted ceiling. A night 
dive in and around Sistine Chapel round- 
ed out our tour of the Cay Sal blue holes. 
The eeriness of the hole at night was a 
treat and almost everyone saw Nurse 
Sharks, Loggerhead Turtles and numer- 
ous octopus. 


THURSDAY 
Nekton Pilot crossed Cay Sal Bank in 
the night and in the morning we were an- 
chored in crystal blue water near the 











western edge. After breakfast we 
slipped among the Cay Sal Cays, past 
the abandoned lighthouse and out to 
Elbow Reef. The wall here is deep, be- 
tween 60 and 80 feet along the top. The 
bottom is somewhere around 3,000 feet 
and the way the wall disappears vertical- 
ly into the depths is dazzling. The visibili- 
ty is consistently good, at least 150 feet. 
Nassau Groupers, Black Jacks and 
Deep Water Seafans are numerous on 
the wall. Many Azure Vase Sponges and 
Queen Angel-fish gave splashes of color 
to the wall, even at 110 feet. The flow of 
clear blue water that gives Elbow Reef 
its excellent visibility also means a strong 
current is nearly always present. 

We spent the afternoon playing at the 
Water Cays, a line of uninhabited is- 
lands on the northwest corner of Cay 
Say Bank. The kayaks were put in the 
water, the skiff was available for trans- 
portation to the hideaway beach and the 
dive deck was open for diving and 
snorkeling. Visibility was about 100 feet 
and the depth ranged from a couple of 
feet to about 30 feet. The bottom is 
mostly sand and limestone but still 
teems with life. Spiny lobster, Nurse 
Sharks and dozens of different species 
of juvenile reef fish were found in every 
direction from the boat. 


FRIDAY 

Even though we were underway all 
night, Nekton Pilot's soft, fluid motion 
let us sleep soundly as usual. At 8:30 
am we were in the water at Thumbnail, 
off the northeast corner of Bimini. On 
the bottom, a thumbnail-shaped 
plateau at 70 feet drops off in a mini wall 
to 130 feet, then continues sloping to 
about 150 feet. A large school of 
Atlantic Spadefish swam up and down 
the mooring line. Bar Jacks raided a 
school of Silversides and Queen 
Angelfish munched on the colorful 
sponges that grew under every ledge. A 
swirling school of Horse-eye Jacks was 
on the site for our second dive, as well 
as anumber of Spotted Morays anda 
Loggerhead Turtle. In the afternoon we 
moved over to anarrow reef called 
Strip, where the dive deck was open 
until after the night dive. The coral here 
is Surrounded by clouds of juvenile and 
adult grunts, mixed with small packs of 
Blackbar Soldierfish and Porkfish. 

While rinsing our dive gear for the final 
time, several divers commented on the 
wonderful range of diving experiences 
on this trip. We had enjoyed deep and 
shallow walls, blue holes, drift dives, 
night dives and coral gardens. All of it 
was excellent and Nekton Pilot exceed- 
ed all expectations. An additional day is 
planned for future Nekton Pilot trips to 
Cay Sal, which will add even more great 
diving on Cay Sal Bank. 
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with Nassau Scuba Centre 


Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 

feeds and beautiful coral gardens 

from our spacious custom dive boats. 
Packages include four boat dives per day 
in arelaxing out-island atmosphere. 


Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


800-327-8150 


Fax: (954) 462-4100 

Ph: (809) 362-1964 

Fax: (809) 362-1198 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/ 
nassau.htm or 

e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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NEKTON PILOT 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 

In addition to the Cay Sal trio, two other 
Nekton Pilot cruises are available. The 
Bahama Adventure includes Bimini and 
Grand Bahama, diving the Bimini Wall, 
Cat Cay, the Gingerbread Grounds, the 
Hesperus and Theo’s Wreck. Diving on 
the Southern Bahamas itinerary includes 
the Exumas, Rum Cay, Conception 
Island and San Salvador. The Cay Sal 
and Bahama Adventure trips make the 
round trip from Ft. Lauderdale. Nekton 
Diving Cruises provides transportation 
from your hotel or the Ft. Lauderdale 
International Airport. The Southern 
Bahamas trip begins with a charter flight 
from Ft. Lauderdale to Georgetown on 
Great Exuma, where you board Nekton 
Pilot. 

A passport or certified birth certificate 
and photo ID are required for entry into 
The Bahamas. Purchases aboard 
Nekton Pilot for extras such as alcoholic 
beverages, film, equipment rentals and 
boutique items are tallied up at the end of 
the trip. Ashore, U.S. dollars and 
Bahamian dollars are of equal value and 
are used interchangeably. 

For more information, contact Nekton 
Diving Cruises at (800) UW-WORLD, 
(954) 463-9324 or fax (954) 463-8938. 
The e-mail address is nekton@gate.net 
and the web site is http:\www.gate.net/ 
~nekton, = 


SINAI DIVERS 
(Continued from Page 52) 


boats. While the divemasters are from 
around the world, captains and crew are 
locals, many from the nomadic Bedouin 
groups that still wander the Sinai. 

Our first dive was at Jackson Reef, a 
magnificent wall dive, famous around the 
world. As with many spots here, the wall 
begins within inches of the surface. A 
sheer drop-off is smothered with vibrant 
soft corals in purple, red and pink, punctu- 
ated with huge seafans. Everywhere the 
wall pulses with millions of bright orange 
Anthias, while groupers, triggerfish and 
wrasse add to the excitement. On the way 
back to the boat | spotted a large Stone- 
fish resting on a ledge close to the anchor- 
line and was able to approach close 
enough for a number of full face portraits. 

Between dives we were treated to a 
wonderful fish lunch, cooked on board. 
During this delightful surface interval, some 
bathed in the ever-present sunshine while 
others lazed around and chatted. | took 
the time to catch up with Hassan, the dive- 
master | first met years before when he 
worked as a deckhand on one of the Sinai 








Divers live-aboards. Encouraged by Rolf 
and Petra, he worked his way through the 
ranks to become a fine divemaster and a 
devoted environmentalist. His briefings re- 
flect his love of the water and his desire to 
nurture and protect it. 

Our second dive was a slow drift at 
Woodhouse, another of the four large 
reefs in the Straits of Tiran. For most of 
the group, the highpoints were encoun- 
ters with a small group of sharks anda 
meeting with a turtle. As | have seen so 
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many times in the Red Sea, the turtle 
stayed around for what seemed like for- 
ever and only left when we began to 
climb aboard the waiting boat. 


SHARM EL SHEIKH 

We arrived back at the dock by four in 
the afternoon, perfect timing for us to 
shower and relax before the evening’s ac- 
tivities. Until a few years ago there was lit- 
tle to do in Sharm el Sheikh other than dive 
but that is definitely not the case today. 
The area has a feeling of relaxed fun that 
seems especially alive when the sun dips 
and the cool of the evening arrives. A 
number of superb hotels—Movenpick, 
Marriott, Sonesta, Hilton, AquaMarine, 
Ghazala and Sharm Marina—stretch from 
one end of the sweeping sandy bay to the 
other with myriad stores, restaurants and 
gift shops scattered in between. 


THE LIVE-ABOARDS 

The second part of my trip allowed me 
to dive from the newest Sinai Divers ves- 
sel, amagnificent, state of the art live- 
aboard, the Ghazala Voyager. Eighty-five 
feet in length, the Voyager was custom 
built and, upon stepping aboard, the high 
quality woodwork and attention to detail 
are immediately evident. While a live- 
aboard means you miss the nightlife of 
Sharm el Sheikh, it gives you much more 


At Forbes Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are 
treated to a world of space and choices beyond compare. 
All wrapped in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself 


knows no bounds. 


ur full service dive operation will cater to your every 
need...there are no time tables or schedules. You decide 
when and we'll take you to over thirty world class dive sites 
nearby our spectacular island located in the Northern Group 
of the Fiji Islands. If you don’t want to dive, you can fish, 
windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing at all. Anytime. 
our accommodations, a private 


bure, is located on the beach and 
features all the modern comforts and 
conveniences you will need. Our staff 
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MAGAZINE’S 
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Fiji Forbes Laucala world, you get to 
experience paradise without a limitation in sight! 





Sinai Divers’ 
modern facility 
at Na’ama Bay. 





diving per day and allows access to sites 
that are too far away for the day boats. So 
it was with this trio. Taking advantage of 
flat calm waters, our captain, Nick, head- 
ed into the Gulf of Suez, taking us to one 
of the greatest wreck dives in the Red 
Sea—the Thistlegorm. She sank in 1941 
while carrying Supplies to the British 8th 
army, battling Rommels’ forces in the 
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North African desert. She sank in 130 feet 
of water, landing on her keel, split asunder 
by the bombs that caused her demise. 
For much of the year this site, in the 
very middle of the gulf, can be rough and 
suffer a ripping current but the day we ar- 
rived, conditions could hardly have been 
better. We descended the anchor line at 
the bow and | quickly dropped into one 
of the large cargo holds to explore. The 
interior was reminiscent of Truk Lagoon, 


At the Ocean 
Corporation we 
cannot supply enoush 
graduates to meet the 
demand! Find out how 
you can launch an 
exciting and challenging 
career in commercial 
diving. Join one of the 
few professions where 
the demand is greater 
than the . 


supply! 


for the remains of trucks and Triumph 
motorcycles lay eerily askew as if await- 
ing their chance to head into battle. 
Artillery shells, packed four to atin box, 





Sinai Divers’ sumptuous, new 85 foot live- 
aboard Ghazala Voyager (right) and a re- 
cently refitted old favorite, Ghazala 1 (left). 


Find out more about 


-employment opportunities 
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Houston, TX 77099-3416 








lay scattered around the deck, while the 
guns they serviced were hardly identifi- 
able beneath cloaks of soft coral. 
Amidships, the gash caused by the fatal 
bombs signaled a short swim to port; in 
the sand, right where | had been 
promised by divemaster Christina, a lo- 
comotive stood, blown out of the hold by 
the explosion. Nearby, a Crocodilefish 
rested on debris from the train. By the 
time we reached the stern of the vessel 
we had explored more than 400 feet of 
fascinating wreckage and ascended a 
second line to our waiting dinghy. 

On another day we experienced what 
many have described as the finest single 
dive site in the world—Ras Mohammed. 
Though | have dived here hundreds of 
times during the past 20 years, | never 
cease to be amazed by the beauty, variety 
and sheer excitement of this very special 
dive site. Plunging walls, sunny coral gar- 
dens, the remnants of a shipwreck, huge 
anemones filled with clownfish—Ras 
Mohammed has it all. Slipping lazily along 
a sheer drop-off, propelled by a slight cur- 
rent, we passed striking Map Angelfish, 
Batfish and the ever present Anthias. 
Swept around the corner into a shallow 
coral garden, we spent time with the mas- 
sive Napoleon Wrasse that lives here, 
greeting all visitors to his domain. 
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Owners Rolf Schmidt and Petra Roeglin. 


Life on a live-aboard is always simple— 
you eat, you dive and you sleeo—but the 
Voyager is a floating palace and surface 
intervals are a restful pleasure. The eight 
cabins offer ensuite bath, individual air- 
conditioning and a choice of piped in mu- 
sic. The main salon is equipped with 
stereo and video. A large upper deck 
caters to sun-seekers; a shaded, cush- 
ioned sitting area is available for those 
who may have overindulged. But, per- 
haps the most amazing feature of the en- 
tire boat is the dive deck. Never have | 
seen a dive deck so large, SO spacious or 
so comfortable—it’s simply massive. 
Many dives are made from the back plat- 
form, though a speedy inflatable is always 
ready to whisk divers off to more distant 
sites or pick them up if they surface away 
from the boat. The Ghazala Voyager 
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TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE 


WORLD CLASS DIVING ON THE TURNEFFE ATOLL 
Divers staying at the Turnefte Island Lodge stay where most 
other resorts/live-aboards take their guests for a treat. 


PLACENCIA, SOUTHERN BELIZE 


Enjo is Diving 400 Square Miles Of 
poiled Untouched Reefs 
All the fish and all the standards you would expect aay ° Explore Jungles & Maya Ruins 
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¢ Photo/Video Center ¢ A/C ¢ Sea Kayaking a ——.,.—— wh Uv e Pro 42 custom dive boat 
e Snorkeling ¢ Flats Fishing 7 athe 6s eee © Dive shop, kayaks and more 


Call to learn what's new: : = ” _AURIGA —_— I 3 e E-6 processing on premises 


Bh singh "1-800-747-1381 


FAX: US 504- 464-0325 e FAX: BELIZE 011-501-6-23240 
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SINAI DIVERS 


takes a total of 16 divers. 

Though the Voyager is the stylish new 
kid on the block around the northern Red 
Sea, Sinai Divers has a second live- 
aboard that also frequents these gor- 
geous waters—a grand old lady of Red 
Sea diving, the Ghazala 1. Where the 
Voyager offers sleek design and state of 
the art features, the Ghazala 7 Is a famil- 
iar, comfy, understated home away from 
home for 12. She may be alittle plain in 









Diving Full Price* 
Package 
3 days diving $200 $360 $160 
ie | 4daysdiving $265 $480 $215 
[eee =| 5 daysdiving $330 $600 $270 
ue §6| 6 daysdiving $400 $720 $320 


“tree | -800-872-7552 


Wusne Sle 


Aa — or ae 
GRAND CAYMAN, 


NL ; MITED 
DIVING! 


If you're going on vacation to dive, don’t 
let a limited budget stop you. Dive as much 
as you like — within the safe 
of course — but don't spend a lot of money! 


| | *For one 2-tank a.m. dive and one 2-tank p.m. dive 


comparison to her new sister but what 
she lacks in looks she makes up for in 
charm, ease and good cheer. To ensure 
she keeps up with her young sibling, Rolf 
recently spent more than $250,000 on 
an extensive refit that has the venerable 
vessel looking better than ever. 

Sinai Divers has also put two other new 
live-aboards into service in the last year, 
the Ghazala Explorer and the Ghazala 
Adventurer, both equipped for 14 divers. 
However, these ships, which resemble 
the Voyager (though 12 feet longer), will 
seldom be seen in Sharm el Sheikh, for 
they will ply the newest area of Egypt's 












limits, 


Unlimited Costif Savings 


For complete vacation planning, including Air & Accommodations 


FAX 809-949-7125 Some restrictions apply, holiday weeks excluded. 
Must be pre-booked and pre-paid. Offer valid through December 15, 1996. 
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Red Sea, the far south. The south is an al- 
most mystical place that divers have ex- 
plored only in the last few years, returning 
with amazing stories of rich reefs, incredi- 
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ble walls and astonishing fish life. Sharks, 
dolphins and mantas are found in abun- 
dance and the diver never knows what 
will be waiting around the next coral head. 
This is an area where there Is little settle- 
ment and the boats are truly on their own. 
It is important the boats used down here 
be reliable, comfortable and long range. 
The Explorer and Adventurer, custom 
built to Sinai Divers’ exacting standards, 
meet all criteria and offer a safe and luxuri- 
ous experience in a magical dive zone few 
have yet been lucky enough to see. 

When Rolf and Petra began their Red 
Sea adventure more than 20 years ago, 
little did they know how far it would go. 

They have been there from the begin- 
ning, through good and bad and, rather 
than spend their days looking back, con- 
tinue to look to the future, to innovate and 








USA: 800-541-4334 or 415-398-8990 
Fax: 415-398-0479 
Fiji: 011-679-702413 
Fax: 011-679-702412 
Aqua-Trek, Fiji's 1st PADI 5 Star 
Centre, has a dive operation on 
Mana Island offering courses from 
beginner to Instructor. We have 
40+ dive sites, plus shark feeds. 
Our Nadi retail shop runs 
a day dive boat, books dive 
travel/accommodation and 
stocks the latest gear. 
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New Live-aboard launched in 1995! 
Dive all of fabulous Fiji on 
the 100’ “Sere”. Custom built for 
diving and launched new in 1995, 
this ship will take up to 10 people 
to Fiji’s best dive sights. 
For further information 
contact: 


Greg Lawlor 
Box 3256 
Lami, FIJI ISLANDS 
Ph: 011-679-361171 
Fax: 011-679-361137 
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NAPA: FIJI’S finest diving 
New Sites! More action! 


Nai’a has added a whole new 
area of outrageous dive sites 
to our already outstanding 
selection. Visit Fiji’s last frontier 
to see reefs teeming with sharks, 
mantas, jacks, barracuda, 
macro critters and soft coral! 


Sea & Sea Travel 
800-DIV XPRT 
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Fiji for the price of 
the Caribbean. 
One week inclusive 
packages from $1735! 


1-800-443-0799 


hOANTAS 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
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ME 
TAVEUNI 


P.O. Matei, Taveuni, 
Fiji Islands 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-880441 
Fax Fiji: 011-679- 880466 


Dive Taveuni Resort offers the 
ultimate tropical island experience, 
luxurious accommodations, 
gourmet island dining, friendly 
people, and relaxed ambience. 
This resort is owned and operated 
by your hosts Ric & Do Cammick. 
Nestled in 7 acres of gardens, 
overlooking the renowned 
Somosomo Straits, DIVE TAVEUNI 
is an experienced operation 
providing services for novice and 
experienced divers. 
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GARDEN ISLAND 
RES ORT 


Garden Island Resort 
Box 1, Waiyevo, Taveuni, Fiji Islands, 
Phone 011-679-880286 
Fax: 011-679-880288 


Awesome, world class diving! 
10 minutes to the Rainbow Reef 
and Great White Wall. 
¢ Superior dive service! Friendly, 
efficient, and professional Fijian 
dive staff. 

e Unbeatable value! 7 nights /10 
dives / all meals only $799 
p.p.t.s. 
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YOUR CHOICE NON-STOP TO FiJl. 


The Pacific’s leading 
airlines, Air Pacific and 
Qantas, want to take 
you on the only non- 
stop service from the 


mainland United States to Fiji, 
one of the most breath-taking 
dive areas and most friendly » 


destinations in the world. 


Namale Resort 
Box 244, Savusavu, Fiji. 
Ph: 011-679-850435 
Fax: 011-679-850400 


North America: 800-727 FIJI 


World class diving...with service 


to match! A wide range of activities 


for the non-divers. Only 8 couples 
will experience the impeccable 
accommodations, gourmet meals 
and the ultimate in pampering. 
Magical with romance 
and surprises. 
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FIJI-WIDE 


DIVE 
RESERVATIONS 
NETWORK 


Linking your 
Entire Vacation 
USA/FIJI 


1-800-854-3454 
SEA FIJI TRAVEL 


P.O. Box 264, Savusavu 
Fiji Islands 
Phone: 011-679-850345 
Fax: 011-679-850344 


Punk PACIFIC 
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' AIR 
| PACIFIC 


FLI'S INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE 


(800)227-4446 
hn QANTA 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 


(800)227-4500 


i 
T 


on Beachcomber Island 

© Resort. Fiji's only Nitrox facility 
situated in the oldest marine 
reserve. Spectacular diving 
including a shark encounter, ship 
& plane wrecks, soft corals, PADI 
instructors and divemasters. 
Professional trained show divers 
safe, world-class diving. 


Ph: 800- 521-7242 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-666538 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-669955 
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ai-aren @- dan Sere: 
Enjoy the Best for Less 


TROPICAL 
ADVENTURES 


——TRAVEL—— 


17 Years of 
Fiji Experience! 


One Call—Does It All! 


800-247-3483 


hMOANTAS 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
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alawai 
— 


Unspoiled, unpopulated, unusually 
perfect. Kadavu’s premier resort. 
Intimate, secluded retreat limited to 
10 guests. Luxurious colonial style 
cottages. Private reefs offer world 
Class diving minutes from shore. 
Complimentary video on request. 
Escape to Malawai. For details call: 


Island Dreams Travel 
800-346-6116 or Malawai direct 
Ph: 011-679-520102, 

Fax: 011-679-361536. 

PO. Box 1277, Suva, Fiji Islands 
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ECO DIVERS 


the Affordable Alternative! 


Professional Dive Team, Fantastic Variety of 
Diving, Moored Dive Sties; Fast-Fun RIB Zodiacs, 
fitted tank wrecks/ladders. Accommodation/Dive 

Packages. Individuals/Groups. 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-850122 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850344 
P.O. Box 264, Savusavu, Fiji Islands 
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COUSTEAU FliJI ISLAND RESORT 


Private Mail Bag, Savusavu, Fiji lslands 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-850188 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850340 
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. a & » 5 
“Top Ten Perfect Resorts” 
—Conde Nast Traveler 


Vatulele is the only Pacific island 
admitted to the Relais & Chateaux, 
an exclusive hotel chain noted for 
personal service and cuisine. 
Catering for only 16 couples, this 
romantic hideaway is Fiji’s only 
5-Star island resort with a PADI 
facility including instructors. 


800-828-9146 
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Inclusive 
Packages & Custom 
Itineraries toall 
Dive Resorts G 
Live-aboards 

n Fiji 


Low Cost Air! 
1-800-928-3757 


Pain PAciric 
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Ved g af 
for Everybody! 







Graduates 
Worldwide 





Home Study or Full Residence ¢ Full or Part Time Placement 
Gold Instructor * Divemaster ¢ Resort * Store * Business Programs 


100% TUITION FINANCING Approved for Veterans Training 
seeetieh imines 1-800-331-4255 Nationally 


/ 


Bob Braynar : 305-743-5929 In Florida 


ata FAX 305-743-8168 


eis ite | INTERNATIONAL DIVING h 1994 Overseas Hwy. 
at Faro Blanco Resort & Hall's Diving Center * Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 


* 100% 1992-93 FETPIP: 1993-94 100% placed 6 out of 8 types of Instructor courses. 97% placed on an average of all institute programs including Divemaster and Repair Tech. As a result 
of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this information. The methods used to collect this information are specified by 
state laws and rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. Licensed by State Board of Independent Postsecondary, Vocational, Technical, Trade and Business Schools Lic# 94 























Florida Keys at Its Best! 


9fy® AMERICA'S MOST BEAUTIFUL REEF 

AND WRECK DIVING awaits you! 
i A {, i. & Stay ina moderate cottage or aluxurious 
Yo LF KIA CY __SSwite while diving the magical sunswept 
ORIN VER. Florida Keys. Explore the National Marine 
Sanctuary in such famous places as 


APR . 2 _ Sombrero, Looe Key and the 189' long 
Special Dive, Airfill and Lodging Thunderbolt" wreck to name just a few. 


Packages (3, 5 & 7 Night) 

As p 1-800-331 “HALL (4255) 

Li S6 7.00 Fer ___ 305-743-5929 in Florida 
‘ erson FAX 305-743-8168 

Hall's Diving « 1994 Overseas Hwy °« Marathon, FI. Keys 33050 











Choosing a dive 
destination can be 
very, very 
easy... 


Read all about tt next month in 
Advanced Diving! 


path) | @ pie 7. 
skindiver 
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SINAI DIVERS 


TRAVEL TIPS 

Despite the high air temperatures, 
the best diving months in the Red Sea 
are July, August and September. The 
waters around Sharm el Sheikh are 
usually calm then and at their warmest, 
though, even in these summer months, 
water temperatures rarely climb above 
78°F. The winter months are cool and 
the water temperatures may dip to the 
high 60s, so a wetsuit is a good idea 
throughout the year. Whichever season 
you choose, pack a sweater for the 
cool desert evenings. 

A number of airlines offer service to 
Cairo, including KLM, Lufthansa and 
British Airways. The least expensive 
flights are usually aboard Egypt’s na- 
tional flag carrier, EgyptAir, the only 
airline offering direct flights from the 

A visa is required for travel to Egypt 
though, if you forget, your tour agent 
will be able to get one for you at the air- 
port when you arrive. The visa allows 
for a stay of up to 30 days. Your pass- 
port should be valid for at least six 
months from your date of entry into 
Egypt and must have two blank pages 
for visa stamps. 

Electricity in Egypt is 220 volts; 
American electrical products that run _ 

on 110 volts will need not only atrans- — 
former but also plug adapters to allow 











offer new boats and new experiences 
such as their southern live-aboard pro- 
gram. Yet their efforts are driven by the 
same love of diving and place that brought 
them to the Red Sea in the first place. 
They have no plans to leave any time soon 
and see great new opportunities ahead. 
That’s just part of the reason I'll be back to 
dive the Red Sea with Sinai Divers over 
and over again in the years to come. 

To book your Red Sea adventure, 
contact Tropical Adventures Travel at 
(800) 247-3483, (206) 441-3483 or fax 
(206) 441-5431. = 











Celebrating 
our 
22nd year 















e COZUMEL’S VERY BEST BEACH e ABSOLUTE FREEDOM 
¢ PRISTINE AND EXOTIC : e Closest hotel to all major dive sites IN AN UNSPOILED WORLD 
© 83 ft., 6 dbl. cabins w/ensuite baths e From $995 weekly includes ¢ Fully air-conditioned 
° Fully air-conditioned accommodations, unlimited food & © 76 ft., 6 twin/double cabins 
¢9nights - $2250, with airfare $3625 bar, daily 2-tank boat diving with Dive 9 nights - $2250, with airfare $3625 
¢ An Indian Ocean Extravaganza Palancar, unlimited activities, taxes ¢ An Indian Ocean Extravaganza 


PLAZA ANTARES III FIESTA INN 
LAS GLORIAS 


e ASUPERB 
0-STAR RESORT 

e Close to town 

¢ Oceanfront rooms : 7 

e Spectacular ” SH PERU RRRCR etstels aes ES 
swimming pool 4 e Los Roques—fish filled & action packed r A SUPERB 4. STAR RE ay 

e 3-Tank boat diving fee ¢ 85 feet of comfort & personalized service e Walking distance to ESO 
with Dive Paradise fe. e 6 A/C staterooms w/ensuite baths e Private beach area ‘ 

e Weekly from 2, e ONLY $1345 weekly e 3-tank diving w/Dive Paradise a 
only $663 . e PLUS land based & inland expeditions e Enjoy the Luxury of Paying Less = 





Pure Luxury—Why Pay More? e-mail: 103520.2014@compuserve.com 
: WA (206) 441-3483 - FAX (206) 441-5431 


on el 11310) 4 (@2'6 111 Second North, Seattle, WA 98109 


g77 ADVENTURES 800-2 ay 348 4 


TS). = ee 
EAST AFRICA * RED SEA® SEYCHELLES ¢ INDONESIA * BORNEO * AUSTRALIA * MICRONESIA ¢ CAYMAN ¢ BELIZE ¢ COZUMEL 
e TURKS & CAICOS © FIJI ISLANDS * SOLOMONS ¢ PAPUA NEW GUINEA® THAILAND e SEA OF CORTEZ * SABA * GALAPAGOS 
e COCOS ISLANDS © ROATAN ¢ VENEZUELA e sarah! e COSTA en ed WHITE SHARK ¢ WHALE SHARK ¢ MALDIVES 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 








































here is great joy inreturningtoa 

place you love and haven't seen for 
awhile. Favorite haunts seem fresh and 
exciting, yet you Know what to expect 
and look forward to enjoying it. 

That’s the way | feel each time | visit 
Bonaire and Bruce Bowker’s Carib Inn. 
My group just returned from our sixth 
visit to this small island/tiny resort. And, 
although everything's essentially the 
same, It’s also different. Bruce isn’t one 
to let grass grow (if you could grow grass 
on this arid island) under his feet, he’s al- 
ways busy improving his little property. 
Last year he added a seawall and a bar- 

: <a Rays becue area near the cabana (which had 
a Mes ks eS been enlarged) on the shoreline, next to 
~~ “ Ea teen Sey ETS ky eke a oS & the dive pier. 

Last year Bruce also added a second 
story to his dive store, making it intoa 
well appointed, comfortable classroom 
with an audio/visual center. Bruce and 
his staff conduct PADI courses here, 
ranging from resort to divemaster, in- 
cluding numerous specialties. The free 
buoyancy control workshops are still 
conducted in the cabana by the dive 
pier. The Carib Inn also handles referrals. 
This means guests can complete the 
classroom work for a scuba course at 
home, then make their dives in Bonaire’s 
clear, warm waters. 

In his small dive store, Bruce offers an 








amazingly 

diverse and 

abundant 

line of dive 

gear, acces- 

sories and 

sundries, in- 

Divers explore the cluding the 

wide angle wonder- "ag s a a very best T- 
Feave Rola af:lale 5 @]) sa Bei. We Sart 

Right: ASculptured =» ° SRR Se SEES @ shirts found 

Slipper Lobster, * os 2 “ ran AY Ss anywhere on 

Talore] ela (clacre Rela =) } ao RE . ae xs the island. If 

ale aiaeli72s ng ae you're shop- 

ss : , ping for a 

dive com- 


puter, check 
out his prices—they’re probably less 
than you would pay stateside! 

Last year Bruce installed two new 
compressors and increased his air stor- 
age by 50 percent. Guests will be happy 
to hear this—the new system means he 
can fill tanks even faster. This year there 
is a large new aluminum freshwater rinse 
tank for gear. It’s conveniently located 
steps from the boats and the guest 
equipment storage lockers. 

The size of the Carib Inn—small—is 
but one of its attractions. Until this year 
there was room for only 20 guests in nine 
units arranged around a sparkling pool. 
The Carib Inn staff from left to right: Bruce Bowker, Tessa Ley, JJ Joslin, Edward Seven units have fully equipped 
Thomas, Kitty Handschuh, Ed Diehl and Linda Baker. Not shown is Richie Anthony. kitchens, allowing you to eat in when you 
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Bruce Bowker’s Carib Inn is 
at water’s edge, south of 
Bonaire’s main town, 

Kralendijk. 





Washington- ‘ 

Slagbaai 

National 
Park 






ieee 








Top: At day’s end a guest relaxes in the 
barbecue area in front of the cabana, fac- 
ing the Carib Inn’s pier and dive boats. 
Above: Bruce conducts a Buoyancy 
Control Workshop. Right: The two story 
guesthouse contains three apartments. 


desire, either to save money or leave 
more time for diving. Each unit has com- 
fortable rattan furniture, a small safe and 
cable TV. There is both air-conditioning 
and ceiling fans. New this year is a guest- 
house adjacent to the resort. Recently 
remodeled, it has three bedrooms and 
two baths, making it perfect for two cou- 
ples/six people. Last year the resort’s 
electricity was updated, thus all of the 
rooms have 115 volt/50 cycle power. 

The Carib Inn offers several dive pack- 
ages. If you select the unlimited plan 
you'll be very busy. It provides two single 
tank boat dives a day, an optional night 
boat dive and unlimited shore diving. 
Bruce’s two, 25 foot dive boats are 
docked at a pier in front of the resort. 
They depart at 8:30 and 1:30 for single 
tank trips, mostly to sites only 10 to 20 
minutes away. This leaves plenty of time 
for beach dives, an island staple. Bonaire 
is one of the few places I’ll even consider 
shore diving. That’s because the surf can 
be measured in inches; the dive sites are 
just a few yards offshore; and the shore 
begins just a few feet from where you’ll 
park your rental car or van. 

Bonaire, just 50 miles off the coast of 
Venezuela, is 24 miles long and 3 to 7 
miles wide. It is home to about 14,000 
people, most of whom live in two small 
towns. On every visit | know the skies will 
be a beautiful, unpolluted blue, the sun will 
shine brightly most every day and the air 
and the water will be warm. The topside 
temperature averages 82°F year-round; 
the water temperature, 80°F. Since the is- 
land only gets about 22 inches of rain 
each year (most of it in November), there 


A 


is little runoff to degrade visibility, which 
averages 75 to 80 feet. 


THE STAFF 

Bruce’s staff—they’re like family—is 
one of the many reasons we return to his 
place time and again. Kitty Handschuh, 
Carib Inn manager and head PADI in- 
structor, has been with Bruce’s operation 
for nine years. Her knowledge of 
Bonaire’s waters and critters (especially 
the tiny ones) is ohenomenal. Most of the 
other instructors/boat captains have also 
been with the Carib Inn for awhile. My 
group has a special relationship with Linda 
Baker, a six year veteran, who remains 
unruffled no matter what we do. There’re 
also JJ Joslin (Kitty’s patient, good looking 
brother), who has been there six years; 
Tessa Ley (Miss Personality—she’s got 
lots of tales to tell) has been there three; 
and handsome Ed Diehl, the quiet, always 
smiling newcomer, has been there just 
more than a year. Other important staff 
members include Richie Anthony, a ten 
year veteran, and Edward Thomas, who 
has been with Bruce for seven years. 


THE DIVING 
Carib Inn guests are afforded a great 
deal of dive freedom. Bruce does not po- 





lice his guests, thus you'll not be ordered 
to return at a certain time or restrict your- 
self toa maximum depth. (We could 
hardly be described as wild and crazy 
divers, we just like to determine our own 
depth limits and come up when our air 
supply runs low.) You won't be accom- 
panied U/W, either, unless you request 
guide services. 

There are island rules, however. All 
divers are assessed an annual fee of 
$10, which goes to the Bonaire Marine 
Park for upkeep and management. 
When you pay the fee you'll be givena 
plastic tag to attach to your gear. Gloves 
may not be worn U/W and chemical 
lights are also banned. 

All of the waters surrounding Bonaire 
and Klein Bonaire, down to a depth of 
200 feet, are a marine park. Spearfishing 
has been banned for 25 years, coral col- 
lecting for 21. The abundance and diver- 
sity of the marine life you’ll encounter are 
proof the park plan is working. 

There is one problem with returning to 
Bonaire: Should we try new dive sites or 
visit old favorites? Since Bonaire and 
Klein Bonaire (a tiny island one-half mile 
off its west coast) have more than 80 
moored dive sites there’s a lot to choose 

(Continued on Page 123) 


SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 81 








Monterey 
Dive 
estival 

& Nikonos 


OOTOUT 


October 17 to 20 


BY JANET SEVERO 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY AL HUELGA 


O ctober in Monterey offers divers the 
clearest water and best weather of 
the year. With that in mind, the Northern 
California Scuba Retailers and Nikon 
have put together a weekend of activities 
that fall under the umbrella of The Mon- 
terey Dive Festival. Mark your calendars 
for the weekend of October 18—you 
don’t want to miss this event. Just by at- 
tending you will be entered in a drawing 
to win atrip on the Kona Aggressor. 
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Topside activities will be headquar- 
tered at the Monterey Convention 
Center. The activities will include an ex- 
position of diving products and world- 
wide travel destinations as well as semi- 
nars on travel, equipment, nitrox, pho- 
tography and DAN’s Diver Research 
Program. On Saturday night there will be 
a film festival, hosted by the Monterey 
Peninsula Underwater Photographic 
Society, and a party sponsored by the 
Nikonos Shootout, DAN and the NC- 
SRA. This divers’ party will be complete 
with food, drinks and a live band. 

There will be plenty of opportunities for 
divers and nondivers to get wet, so bring 
the whole family. Nondivers can experi- 
ence scuba with the Discover Diving 
Program that will be offered in the 
Marriott pool on Saturday and Sunday. 
Monterey is known for its beach diving 
and equipment manufacturers will be at 
the water’s edge offering demos of the 
latest gear. Navigation and buoyancy 
workshops will take place throughout the 
weekend. On Sunday, the local dive op- 
erators will be offering one tank boat 
dives for just $15. 

The third annual Nikonos Shootout will 
be held in Monterey from October 17 to 
20. The Shootout is free and photogra- 
ohers of all levels are encouraged to par- 
ticipate. The Shootout is a 
ohoto contest with tens of 
thousands of dollars in 
prizes and much more. It is 
a perfect combination of 
education, competition and 


Nikonos Shootout partici- 
pants will find many exciting 
photo subjects in Monterey 
waters, the California Sea 
Otter (right) among them. 















photo/courtesy Quicksilver 


fun. Professional underwater photogra- 
ohers Frank Fennell, Bill Gleason and 
Marty Snyderman will present lectures 
on techniques and will be available to an- 
swer individual questions. In addition to 
prizes for winning photos there will be a 
drawing and one lucky contestant will 
win a Quicksilver inflatable with 15 hp 
Mercury outboard. 

For information and preregistration for 
The Monterey Dive Festival, write to: NC- 
SRA at 2351 South Shore #45, Alameda, 
CA 94501; contact your Northern Calif- 
ornia Scuba Retailer Association store; or 
call Ed Whitt at (800) 675-3483. You can 
preregister for the Nikonos Shootout by 
calling WaterHouse Photo Tours at (800) 
272-9122, (805) 451-2228 or faxing 
(B05) 451-5147, = 


Above: A Quicksilver inflatable and 15 
hp Mercury Marine outboard will be the 
doorprize at the Awards Ceremony. 
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Ccnorhkeler Ss 


The Wonders of the Hee} 


Perspective 


BY JOEL SIMON 





voring the colorful 





ranged offices and 


Sumptuous panes of large aquariums. These 


windows were my childhood portals to the : 
underwater world. The creatures behind the : 
glass filled me with wonder and the urge to : 
join in their mysterious world. But no matter 
how close | scrunched my face to the glass, | : 


remained on the outside—looking in. 
As asnorkeler, those large panes of aquar- 


ium glass are reduced to a simple faceplate, a 
portable window that opens my eyes to a far 
grander vista than any aquarium. The child- : 


hood feelings of wonder have grown through 
experience and education. The big difference 


is that I’m now on the inside, immersed in 7 


that mysterious world—looking out. 


Throughout the entire range of exploration, ; 


from first impressions to scientific inquiry, 


the coral reef is fascinating. The novice : 
snorkeler sees a vibrant, captivating tapestry 
of sea life. The seabed is alive. Corals, : 


Sponges, anemones and their equally bizarre 
neighbors, tubeworms, urchins and crinoids, 


are the products of eons of evolution. The be- : 
ginner perceives these as strange, wondrous, : 
undefined objects: red, blue, yellow and : 


green; tall, flat, skinny, squat; swimming, 
slithering, swaying. The neophyte views the 
reef as one bewildering, thriving organism, 
cloaked with magic and mystery. 


Experience breeds familiarity and many : 
Snorkelers refine their appreciation by learn- 
ing to identify individual species. Different : 


kinds of fish gradually assume distinct and 
Singular characteristics. Parrotfish, an- 
gelfish, Trumpetfish, butterflyfish and more 
become as easily recognized as relatives at a 
family reunion. Differentiation among corals 
becomes apparent: reef-builders such as 
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love to window : 
shop. Strolling : 
along city av- : 
enues visually sa- 


storefront dis- : 
plays, neatly ar- : 


1. WAY bustling cafes has , 
fascinated me since childhood. But if | had to 
pick any window in the world, it would be the : 


spherical brain, branching Elkhorn and mas- : 
sive Star Corals play counterpoint to undu- 
lating seafans, gorgonians and other soft 
corals. Hollow purple arms are now known : 
to be tube sponges. What were previously 
random drops of color are recognized as : 
Christmas Tree Worms. Mystery fades as : 
- the enigmatic becomes the obvious. 3 

The treasure hunt now begins in earnest. : 
Many creatures survive only by their camou- 
flaging coloration and obscure haunts. As : 
: the snorkeler’s observational skills become : 
more finely honed, scorpionfish, flounders, 
octopus and eels gradually reveal them- : 
selves. The small becomes significant. : 
Nudibranchs, hermit crabs and diminutive : 


Shrimp unveil their presence. 


: — Recognizing the reef’s inhabitants is grati- : 
fying but far from an end in itself. For many it : 
is an invitation to explore the ecology, truly a 
realm of intrigue. As snorkelers we havea : 
splendid opportunity to view many behavo- : 
rial aspects of reef life: feeding, protection, : 
: reproduction. We can also observe, appreci- : 
ate and speculate on the unique relation- : 
Ships that exist among the myriad creatures : 
of the reef. These are the crucial elements | 
. that inextricably bind individual creatures, : 
dictate survival or extinction and form the 


social fabric of the reef community. 


Many of these complex associations are : 
: not yet fully understood and still exceed the : 
: investigative ability of modern science. : 
Numerous previous theories on reef ecology : 
have proven incorrect and undoubtedly to- 
day’s answers will raise tomorrow’s ques- : 
: tions. The mystery returns. Primitive cul- : 
: tures often described unexplained phenome- : 
: Naas magic and, in this sense, the reefis, 
: and will remain, full of magic. 
Coral reefs are amazing. This elaborate liv- : 
ing network harbors more species of plants a 
and animals, in greater abundance and prox- 
imity than any other ecosystem on the planet. : ae 
: Whether you are a novice taking your first : 
glimpse or an experienced snorkeler probing 
: its innermost secrets, a simple mask willcon-: 
: tinue to be a marvelous window into this ex-: 
: traordinary world of wonder. <a : 
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Snorkel Vests: 
NUISANCE OF 





BY TAMARA COLLINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL GLEASON 


: ==" 0 be without a care in the world is ideal 
if you want to truly lose yourself in the 













U.S. Divers’ Snorkeling Vest 
Material: Polyurethane coated nylon 
Features: Oral inflator/overpressure valve, 

16 gram CO, cartridge, adjustable waist 
and torso straps 
Sizes: One size 
Colors: High visibility neon yellow 
: | Price: $75; $95 with CO. cartridge 
: | Phone: (714) 540-8010 
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: , serenity in the form 
: of an air filled vest 


: and safe at the surface. 
: The choice is yours. 
: Most snorkeling vests are simple, stream- 


: : lined and bare bones. They consist of a single 
: bladder that is inflated manually through a 
| : hose attached near the shoulder andaCO, : 
‘|: cartridge that, when triggered during an 


: emergency, will inflate the vest automatically. 
7 The vest material is an important factor—it 
: must be strong and durable to resist punc- 
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Ss Gearbag 


ecessity? 


: tures and corrosion from the elements. 
: Adjustable straps are also significant. The 
: = myriad forms of life ona lush reef. You : 
: want to breathe easy, see clearly and float ef- 
' fortlessly—not exactly a natural condition : 
' for humans immersed in water. Since mus- : 
: Cle mass counteracts the buoyancy of water, : 
: snorkelers may need some means of support 
' to rest comfortably at the surface. Support : 
: can be achieved through natural flotation 
' techniques or a snorkeling vest. You can : 
: float unencumbered, building confidence in 3 
your ability to depend on yourself or find 3 


predominant complaint from snorkelers is a 
vest’s tendency to ride up under the chin. 
Proper waist and crotch straps will hold the 
vest in place and offset this tendency. 

Vests are not just for novices. Expert 
freedivers may use them as well, opting for 
Safety and dependable flotation after a par- 
















ticularly vigorous plunge 
into the depths. 
snorkeling vests have 
many advantages— safety 
and relaxation are obvious but 
the reef may benefit from them 
as well. If you want to lift your head 
to look out on the horizon or speak 


: toa friend, the vest will keep your body hori- 
: zontal in the water, allowing you to simply lift 


your head. You won't need to stand or tread 


: water—an action that may damage the reef. 


Snorkeling vests are a matter of personal 


preference. Be it through the strength of your 
: abilities or the dependability of a device, se- 
: curity, peace of mind and confidence are a 
' snorkeler’s ultimate goal. * ill 
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A Delicate Balance 


Coral Reet Developm 





MI: 


History in fhe MaHing 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOEL SIMON 


#%y oral reefs are complex, enduring, : 
 _ magnificent—dynamic living struc- | 
“aw tures of geologic proportions. They : 
are among our planet’s most prolific and in- 
tricately interrelated ecosystems. They are : 





also the planet's oldest natural community. 


eons of development, the progeny of the 


counterparts, to fish, reptiles and the largest 
mammals to ever grace this earth. 


to 100 million years ago. Today’s reefs are 


ter decipher their intriguing history. 
For centuries corals were thought to be 


1723, naturalist Jean Andre’ Peyssonel pro- 


was right. Corals, along with jellyfish and 
ied group of animals called Cnidarians: 


round little creatures with tentacles sur- 


been identified so far. 
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Individually, most corals measure less : 


than half an inch across, yet collectively they 


earth. The Great Barrier Reef stretches more 
than 1,250 miles along Australia’s eastern 


' shore and the barrier reef bordering Mexico, 
Snorkelers floating above a coral reef are im- 
mediately struck with the teeming variety of : 
life. Spread before them is a panorama of : 


Belize and Honduras is nearly as large. 
Although solitary corals are found in all seas 
and to depths exceeding 15,000 feet, reef 


' building corals form a vast shallow living 
sea’s entire evolutionary process, a history : 
of a billion years or more. All major taxonom- 2 
ic levels are present, from single-celled al- : 
gae, invertebrates still without terrestrial : 


a setting scientists would not have expected 
to host such robust communities. 
Tropical seas are nearly devoid of nutri- 


' ents, which is one reason the water is usually 
clear. Yet reefs that thrive within them are 

The fossil record reveals the ancestry of : 
this glorious congress, many of which have : 
kin embedded in sedimentary layers from 50 : 


among the planet’s most prolific living sys- 
tems. How so much life could be sustained 


searcher C. M. Yonge unraveled one of the 
most marvelous cooperative relationships in 
the animal kingdom. Living within the stom- 


ach cells of all reef building corals are micro- 
: scopic plants, single-celled algae called zoox- 
plants. They have no heads, tails or feet; no : 
eyes, no ears. They don’t crawl or swim. : 
Close-up they look like flowers. When, in : 


coral’s metabolism (basically fertilizer) and 


: carbon dioxide from the coral’s respiration 
posed that corals might be animals, he was : 
functionally expelled from the French : 
Academy of Sciences. Today we know he : 


and produce usable nutrients and oxygen. 


necessary for survival: sunlight for photosyn- 


: thesis. Although the reasons are unclear, it 
seems this relationship also mandates water 
rounding a mouth. In the South Pacific 
alone, more than 700 species of coral have : 


temperatures above 72°F. Limited by depen- 
dencies on sunlight and warmth, reef build- 


: ing corals are constrained to clear, shallow, 


tropical waters, making them conveniently 


accessible to snorkelers and scuba divers. 
have built the largest organic structures on 


Reef building corals, like most animals, 


: have acalcium skeleton. As a coral grows up- 
' ward (or outward) to maximize exposure to 
7 Sunlight, it deposits calcium around its base. 
Fast growing corals may expand one inch per 
: year although most are much slower. During 
: the day, when the photosynthetic algae are 
: most productive, corals grow approximately 
wreath centered along the earth’s equator— : 


14 times faster than at night. Clouds can re- 


' duce growth by half. Eventually, this calcium, 
' which over time may be hundreds of feet 
: thick, becomes the actual reef structure. The 
coral animal essentially becomes a living ve- 
: neer over the bones of its ancestors, which 
2 contain significant clues to the ancient histo- 
: ry of both coral and our world. 

on so little food remained one of the greatest. 
: scientific mysteries until 1929 when re- 
Simply the most recent link in a lengthy ge- 
netic chain. Understanding modern reefs and 
especially corals will give us the tools to bet- : 


The calcium skeleton provides an excel- 


: lent fossil record and core samples yield fas- 
: cinating geological insights. Corals have sur- 
: vived, in one form or another, for more than 
: 500 million years. Modern corals first ap- 
: peared about 230 million years ago, when to- 
: day’s continents were a Single land mass. 
anthellae. These algae take advantage of : 
readily available organic waste from the : 


Changes in the elevation of the sea owing to 
passing ice ages and tectonic land move- 


ments are accurately reflected by ancestral 
reefs, such as the Guadeloupe Mountain 
: Range between Texas and New Mexico. 

This is precisely what a coral animal needs. : 
to grow. Just as with plants on land, in this. 
' remarkable recipe one more ingredient is 
anemones, are members ofa large and var- : 


Corals leave daily growth rings in their 
Skeletons, similar to those of trees. In 1963, 


: John Wells made a remarkable discovery. 
Because corals grow so much faster during 
: the day when the algae are active, careful study 
: of these rings in fossilized corals indicates the 
: earth's rotation may be slowing owing to at- 
: mospheric friction. Coral core samples from 
: approximately 400 million years ago imply the 
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Devonian year had nearly 400 days! 
Other inferences are equally astounding. 
Fossilized corals from the Cretaceous period, 


Sy ak 
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some 100 million years ago, are found at 50° 


north latitude, roughly equivalent to Van- 


couver, London and the southern tip of the : 


Aleutian Islands. Conversely, similarly dated 
corals extend to only about 20° present south 
Tee latitude promoting 
theories that the earth 


rotated on an axis far 


different than that of 


today. Using the : 
same techniques, : 
corals from Ordo- : 
vician times, roughly 
500 million years ago, 
indicate the North : 
Pole may have been near Hawaii and the : 


South Pole off the coast of West Africa! 


While these prototypical coral communi- : 
ties lie sequestered in the annals of extinc- 
tion, many of today’s reefs originated in rela- 
tively ancient times. Some atolls of the cen- 
tral Pacific are built on coral foundations : 
borne of the Eocene era some 50 million 


some modern coral formations are built upon 
an ancestral skeleton 50 million years old. 
This intricate, complex and prolific communi- 
ly is the planet's oldest living ecosystem. 


' years back. The Great Barrier Reef, at least 
the northern section, had its birthday in the : 
: Miocene more than 25 million years ago. 





tures follow. Coral reefs harbor more 
species of plants and animals than any other 


: ecosystem on earth. 
To better understand their survival over : 
: the millennia, it is necessary to examine re- 


Cooperative yet competitive, complex, yet 


: Stable, successfully mixing ancient organ- 
productive strategies. Corals are mass : 
; Spawners, shedding gametes directly into 7 
: open water. At the whim of oceanic currents, 
: larval forms are carried far and wide in 
' search of suitable areas for colonization. 


isms with modern ones—these elements, 
when integrated, endow the overall ecology 
with a resilience and durability to withstand 


the inevitable pressures of time. On your next 
: Snorkeling sojourn above a Coral reef, cele- 
The physiological prosperity of corals is 
: crucial—where there are reefs, other crea- : 


brate this miraculous living chronicle. In fact, 
have the time of your life. <i 


| we : 
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Life on a@ Shallow Reef 
Gir 
Nu 


belting fo Know the Butterflies: 
Colorful Fish that Fiit 


BY PAUL HUMANN AND NED DELOACH 


utterflyfish (Chaetodontidae, pro- 
- nounced key-toe-DON-ti-day) are one 
; of the most delightful groups of fish 
: observed by snorkelers. There are 114 family 
: members worldwide; only six inhabit our re- 
: gion. Four species are prominent, conspicu- 
: Ous members of reef communities. Their 
: small size (less than six inches), rounded 
: bodies and slightly concave foreheads easily 
: distinguish them from angelfish, which are 
: larger, have rounded foreheads and general- 
: ly exhibit elongated dorsal and anal fins. 

: Reminiscent of their butterfly namesake, 
: these small, colorful fish spend their days 
: flitting about shallow to deep reefs, dock pil- 
: ings and rubble fields using keen eyesight to 
: search for tiny worms and other inverte- 
: brates. Butterflies generally travel singly or 
: in pairs within a rather limited range. At dusk 
: they find shelter in a reef recess and become 
: inactive. As they settle in for the night, their 
: daytime colors pale and markings change. 

: — Life is much simpler for fishwatchers 
: when a fish’s distinctive feature (a marking or 
: anatomical feature that distinguishes it from 
a Similar appearing species) is part of its 
: common name. Fortunately, this is the case 
: for all four butterflies described in this article. 
: Let's take a look at Banded Butterflytish first. 
: Their two dark midbody bands make them a 
: snap to identify by simply associating the 
: bands with the species’ name. Note the dark 
: band running through the eye; at first, this 








: Above left: Banded Butterflyfish (Chaetodon 
: Striatus) have black midbody bands anda 
: border on the rear of the body. Left: Spotfin 
: Butterflyfish (Chaetodon ocellatus) have a 
: black dot on the edge of the rear dorsal fin. 
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The adult Foureye Butterflyfish (C. capistra- 
tus )——above right—is easily identified by 
the single black spot ringed in white on the 
rear body. Juvenile butterflies display 
distinctly different markings. The baby 
Foureye (above) has two black spots and 
two wide, dusky body bars. Below: Long- 
snout Butterflyfish (C. aculeatus) have a 
long pointed snout and are usually solitary. 


might seem a distinctive feature until you no- : 
tice that similar markings are present in all , 
four species. Eye bands, believed to be a sur- : 
vival adaptation of several fish species, help 
camouflage the location of their true eyes. : 


This characteristic confuses potential preda- 


tors as to the direction the little fish will dart 


when attacked. 
Foureye Butterflyfish are also easy to rec- 
ognize and recall. Their distinctive feature is 





THE BIBLE OF FISHWATCHING 


Paul Humann and Ned DeLoach are au- 
thor and editor of the award winning series 
Reef Fish Identification, 
Reef Creature Identifi- 
cationand Reef Coral 

/dentification—Florida, 

Caribbean, Bahamas 

available at your local 

dive retailer or directly 

em = from New World Pub- 

lications at (800) 
737-6558. 
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: eyespots, you quickly come up with the 
: Species’ name, Foureye Butterflyfish. 


Identification of Spotfin Butterflyfish is a bit 


3 trickier. Again, their common name is the fish- 
: eS’ distinctive feature—a small, black dot on 
: the outer margin of the rear dorsal fin. These 
: are the only family members with a dot on any 
: fin and also the only species with all yellow 
: fins. However, if you try to remember the fin 
: color as the distinctive feature it will be of no 
: help associating it with the Spotfin’s name. 


Longsnout Butterflyfish break the tradi- 


‘tional family mold by varying somewhat from 
: : their relatives in size, shape, habitat and be- 
_ the black spot, ringed in white, on the rear : 
body. This characteristic, known as a false 
: eyespot, is thought to further befuddle preda- : 
' tors as to correct location of the true eye. If 
: you count the two real eyes and the two false 


havior. Longsnouts average only two to three 
inches in length, have longer, even more 
pointed snouts, generally inhabit deeper reefs 
and walls, are more wary of divers and are al- 


: most always solitary. To some, the Long- 
: snouts’ high dorsal fin resembles a new wave 
: hairdo. Of course, their distinctive snouts 
: make their name acinch to remember. 


Juvenile butterflyfish are not only smaller 


: than adults but they also display distinctly dif- 
) : ferent markings. It is thought that these clear 
; 3 differentiations limit territorial aggression 
: from their elders while the little fellows grow. 
: Juveniles tend to live near protective niches in 
Shallow patch reefs and seagrass beds. They 


a are occasionally sighted hovering close to the 


| : Openings of discarded conch shells. The pic- 
ey : tured juvenile Foureye has an extra set of 

; ocellated spots and pale bands; these mark- 
: ings disappear as the fish matures. 


During your next reef snorkel see how 


? many butterflyfish species you can identify. 
: It will be a great help to quickly review this 


pS Sy article or the butterflyfish section in Reef 


: Fish Identification before your trip. <i 
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BON VOYAGE 





Snorkeling Hot Spots: 


A Global Perspective 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL GLEASON 





erage in future issues. 


We're listening to you, and future issues 
will contain expanded coverage of snorkel- : 
ing areas around the globe. It does take : 
time, however, to get writers around the : 
world and many of the areas we visit are, , 


unfortunately, 
Set up to pro- 
vide high quality 
Service only for 
Scuba divers, 
not snorkelers! 
Of course, part 
of the reason we 
launched 
Snorkeling 
Tourbook was 
to show water- 
Sports opera- 
tors around the ae 


world that snorkelers are indeed first class : 


citizens, worthy of specialized attention. 


Sites and educational experiences for trav- 
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ince we began publishing Snorkeling : 
Tourbook in June, SKIN DIVER has : 
received lots of mail from readers : 
about the new feature. Many of these letters : 
requested information about snorkeling sites : 
around the world and more destination cov- : 


Operators and inform you of 
: their procedures—whether 

That message is catching on slowly. : 
Pioneer efforts in the Out Islands of The : 
Bahamas and on the Dutch Caribbean is- : 
land of Bonaire are paying off. Operators : 
around the world are now looking to up- : 
grade their snorkel operations to provide all : 
the amenities you would expect ona : 
snorkeling vacation—good guides, boats, : 


they cater to you ina per- 
Sonalized, guided manner 


ways mediocre). 


While we’re working on those future is- : 
sues, | would like to share some of my | choose as your ultimate snorkeling paradise. 
Snorkeling experiences gathered in 20 plus : 
: years of exploring the oceans with both | 
elers of all ages. We'll report on both the : 


quality of the snorkeling experience and the : 


Snorkel and scuba. My travel experiences may 
give you an idea of the destinations you would 


















: Snorkeling hol sects wordwide alfer an 


or send you off in the direction of the beach : j..-2ihie pivereity of ayparignoes—dei- 


hotel (where the snorkeling is almost al- : 


: avnns in The Banamas; shallow reais of New 


THE CARIBBEAN 
THE BAHAmas: Perhaps no destination in the 


: world matches the diversity of snorkeling 
: found in the cays and islands of The 








Bahamas. Whether it’s gliding on the surface : 
next to a pod of dolphins or exploring shallow : 
reefs and sandy bays, The Bahamas should : 
: Caribbean’s finest shallow water snorkeling. 
: English is widely spoken on these offshore is- 
: lands and the tropics have never been better. 


rank high on any snorkeler’s list. Guided ser- 
vices are available in the Out Islands; snorkel- 
ing tours in Nassau and Freeport are also of- 


fered. The south side of Nassau is quiet, away : 
from the hustle and bustle of downtown and : 
Paradise Island and offers some pristine : 


Shallow reefs. 


For information on the Out Islands, con- : 


tact Bahama Out Islands Promotion Board, : soigmon Islands, this area of the world | 


1100 Lee Wagener Boulevard, Suite 206, Ft. : boasts incredible shallow reefs and teems 


Lauderdale, FL 33315; (800) OUT-ISLANDS, 


(800) 688-4752. 
BONAIRE, NETHERLANDS ANTILLES: This small, 


peaceful island has long been a Mecca for 2 
scuba divers but relatively unknown by other : 


travelers. The snorkeling is superb and oper- 


ators have special education programs : 
geared for snorkelers. For information on the : 
best snorkel operators on Bonaire at the pre- : 
sent time, contact the Tourism Corporation : 
Bonaire, 1 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY : 


10022; (800) U-BONAIR. 
Bay ISLANDS, Honburas: In the Bay Islands, 


traveling snorkelers and divers can choose to , 
stay on Roatan, Guanaja or Utila. Again, these : 








SUNSET RESORTS 


Enjoy Guided Snorkeling 
Excursions at Bonaire’s 
Premier Snorkeling Resort '' 


Ask about our special 
snorkeling packages. 
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S tribbean GOurs ix. 
Ph: 407-774-9000 


Fax: 407-682-6000 
ey y- oh sek 





While relaxing at Bonaire's most 
exclusive resort, discover the pristine 
world below the sea throug 1 


“hided Snorkeling Tours” at 


The. Plaza Kesort 


3 
B 
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For reservation & information call 


1-800-766-6016 


Tel: 617-821-1012 ° Fax: 617-821-1568 





circle #135 on Reader Service Card 


islands built their reputation on scuba but are : 
getting into the snorkeling game as well. The 
little visited island of Barbareta may have the 
: water experience to be had. Snorkeling with 


For information, contact Honduras Institute 
of Tourism, P.O. Box 140458, Coral Gables, 
Florida 33114-0458; (800) 410-9608. 


THE PACIFIC 


but dream anyway. 


. Fu: With more than 800 different islands, 
: Fiji offers some world-class snorkeling as 
well as some of the friendliest hosts you'll : 
ever encounter! The small islands of Taveuni: 
and Vanua Levu in the north and Kadavu and 
Beqa to south of the main island of Viti Levu 


are especially spectacular! 


| WHALES AND DOLPHINS: There are Whale : 
' Sharks in the Sea of Cortez, Sperm Whales : 
off Dominica (eastern Caribbean), migrating : 
Humpbacks in The Bahamas and Turks & : 


kk* New xxx 
Location!!! 


Bonaire’s 


Guided 
Snorkeling 
a celelectaa! 


A : Paeia Deal Especially for 
Individuals & Small Groups. 
CALL 
(800) 748-8733 
(601) 353-7547 
Fax (601) 353-7559 
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Call for complete 
Guided Snorkeling 
packages and ask 
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SNORKELING INSTRUCTORS & NATURALIST ON STAFF 


Caicos and Gray Whales in the Pacific’s 
scammon’s Lagoon. I’ve snorkeled with all 
of them and don’t think there’s a better in- 


dolphins is a close second and the potential 


' to get in the water with them is almost uni- 
: versal. During certain months, snorkeling 
: the Bahama Banks can offer a virtual guaran- 
: tee for dolphin encounters. 


That’s just a brief taste of future adven- 


: els uncover new and exciting snorkeling ex- 
: periences, please write and let us know 


' with marine life. Travel services are in the : about them! i 
: development stage, particularly in those ar- : 


' eas with the greatest snorkeling. Stay tuned, 


Bonaire s Guided Snorkeling Centers 


he businesses listed in this section 

offer specialized services for visiting 
snorkelers. All of the resorts offer a daily, 
ongoing program of reef education and fish 
identification, giving snorkelers a unique 
experience. All of the Snorkel Tours 
featured in the Bonaire Guided Snorkeling 
Program begin with a one-half hour Slide 
Show followed by a guided tour to some of 
the Caribbean’s finest shallow coral reefs! 





Patera tera tenta tera 
SNORKEL YOUR WAY TO 


LIT TMAN JEWELERS 


* HANDMADE I8K 
SEA-INSPIRED JEWELRY 
* WRECK COINS 
* TAG-HBEUER WARCHES 
*** Ask for Skin Diver Discount* ** 
SEND FOR OUR 
COLOR CATALOGUE 


800-923-4071 


Women's Leisure Wear, Hats, 
Bathing Suits, Fine Quality 
T-Shirts, Unique Tropical Gifts. 
Next doer to. Littman Kaalan 


FAX: OI1-599-7-7750 
eelelelelelere! 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY RICK FREHSEE 


Coren luxury living with island 
ambiance is the special covenant of 
lovely Ramon’s Village on Ambergris 
Caye, Belize. The view is tantalizing—a 
thatch roof village of modern construc- 
tion reflecting traditional Maya inspired 
architecture strewn along a palm dotted 
white sand beach. You enter from a 
sand street through an archway of local 
wood. Ramon’s is only a two minute ride 
in the resort’s golf cart from the San 
Pedro airport. 

Ramon’s Village is both a beautiful 
beach resort and a dedicated dive resort. 
It faces the sea—a panorama of sand, 
sea and sky. Without straining, it is easy 
to see the line of wispy foam that marks 
the longest reef in the Western Hemi- 
sphere just one-half mile away. To ac- 
cess that reef, there is a fleet of boats, a 
full service dive shop and a complete 
ohoto/video center right on the resort 
dock. With a handsome new dive boat, 
Miss Gina, Ramon’s is now outfitted to 
both access miles of barrier reef practi- 
cally at its doorstep and comfortably run 
day trios to Lighthouse Reef and the 
Turneffe Islands, two of Belize’s very best 
dive destinations. 

Ramon’s has 60 bungalows spread 
across 1,000 feet of sand and greenery. 
Some are on the beach; others are 
grouped around attractive, manicured 
courtyards. Many of the bungalows are 
now air-conditioned; others are cooled 
by ceiling fans. The architecture takes 
advantage of the nearly constant light 
tropical breeze. There are a few two 
bedroom suites that include a kitchen. 
The room interiors are handsome and 
island inspired, warmed by local wood, 
a tropical motif and wicker furniture. 

The social focus at Ramon’s Is a lovely 
T-shaped freshwater pool and the in- 
door and outdoor restaurant at the geo- 
graphic center of the resort. This main 
building group also contains a boutique 
and gift shop (Ramon’s is known for its 
T-shirts and other graphics), the offices, 
poolside lounge and social decks. The 
restaurant serves three excellent meals a 
day, including a complete breakfast 
menu and great seafood, continental 
and island cuisine. Directly out from the 
pool is a wooden dock that leads 
through the dive and photo center to a 
series of boat slios. Dive shop manager 
Rick Sutherland oversees a staff of 20 
and a fleet of six boats. Marlen and 
Elbert are the fulltime instructors who of- 
fer resort, open water and a wide range 
of specialty courses, including a certifi- 
cation in underwater photography. 

The new flagship is the sparkling Miss 
Gina, a Pro 42 jet-powered custom boat. 
Handsome and practical, Miss Gina is re- 
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served for full day trips. Five other medi- 
um sized, Ambergris Caye style vessels 
are available—24 to 28 foot open hull 
vessels usually powered by twin out- 
boards. These boats are both speedy 
and stable in the higher seas sometimes 
encountered outside the reef. Each ves- 
sel carries six to eight divers, a marine ra- 
dio and standard safety equipment. The 
Maya-Mexican divemasters and captains 
are all experienced and friendly. 

Boats are normally scheduled for two 
tank morning trips and are available for a 
single tank afternoon and/or night dive. 
Full sets of modern rental gear are avail- 
able at the dive shop. Boats, gear rinse, 


wet storage and showers are all grouped. 


: 3 
: 
2 
4 
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at tne aive center. 

New this year at Ramon’s is the Joe 
Miller Photo Pro Center, on the dock right 
around the corner from the dive center. 
Joe is an accomplished photographer/ 
videographer and Belize’s best known 
underwater photographer. He, his wife 
Valen or a staff member are in charge of 
this excellent outlet, which includes slide 
film and processing, Sony video rental, 
Nikonos and Sea & Sea camera and 
strobe rentals, slide film and processing, 
advanced instruction and emergency 
Nikonos repair. 

Ambergris Caye is a large, narrow Is- 
land about 25 miles long (actually a 
peninsula extending from Yucatan that 
was converted into an island when the 
Maya cut a canal at the northern end dur- 
ing ancient times). A true barrier reef, part 
of the Great Maya Reef, also known as 
the Belize Barrier Reef or Great Western 
Barrier Reef, lies just offshore. This cre- 
ates a continuous reef and wall for most 
of the distance of the island, interrupted 
only occasionally by narrow cuts. These 
allow access to the outside of the reef. 

Two kinds of dive sites are generally 


available. The first is a shallow reef garden 
with a good display of marine life anda 
sloping or vertical wall usually pocked 
with caverns, canyons and swim- 
throughs. The best site for marine life is 
found a short boat ride south of Ra- 
mon’s—a main reef channel called Hol 
Chan, “big channel” in the Yucatecan 
Maya language. This is the first marine 
park established in Belize. As the result of 
this protection, Hol Chan has become a 
parade of fish. Another excellent shallow 
reef is found north of the resort at 
Mexico Rocks. 

A good example of a deep site easily 
reached from Ramon’s is Mand M 
Caverns. Here divers will find enor- 
mous fissures and swim-throughs to 
explore. 

The all day trip aboard Miss Gina 
reaches real world-class dive sites. 
Lighthouse Reef Atoll features sites such 
as Silver Caves and Halfmoon Caye 
Wall, two of the best drop-offs in the 
Caribbean. Turneffe Islands Atoll pre- 
sents a fish-filled soectacle at The 
Elbow, at the southern tip of the atoll. A 
dive in the Great Blue Hole, almost in 
the middle of Lighthouse Reef, is a 
unique diving experience, not unlike a 
visit to a strange planet. Reservations for 


this spectacular trip should be made at 
least 24 hours in advance to ensure 
space. 

San Pedro Town, a short five minute 
walk from the resort, is both a local village 





TACA has modern 767 and 737 aircraft 
and flies nonstop to Belize daily from the 
U.S. gateways of Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


and atourist town. Shops, bars and 
restaurants abound. Other above-water 
treats include day trips to several Maya 
sites on the mainland. Ramon’s offers a 
weekly boat trip to the ruins of Altun-ha. 
There are also several glassbottom out- 
rigger boats and other watersports avail- 
able at the resort. 

Flights from Belize City to San Pedro 
are available every hour of daylight with 
several local carriers. 

For information or reservations, con- 
tact Ramon’s Village at (800) 624-4215; 
(601) 649-1900; fax (601) 649-1996. = 


Above: A sparkling freshwater pool is the social center of this tran- 


quil resort, where thatched cabanas and an aboriginal totem (right) 
add a rustic beauty. Below: Joe and Valen Miller offer complete 
photo and video services from the Joe Miller Photo Pro Center. 
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Looking for some new Spots 
Try the Carib Inn and Bonaire! 








SEAPLANE EXPEDITIONS: Rainbow 
Hunter is a six passenger Grumman 
Albatross equipped to fly six divers to 
otherwise unreachable atolls and reefs in 
the Pacific. It will begin a series of six day 
expeditions December 28 that fly from 
Palau to untouched spots, such as Ulithi, 
Ngulu and Helen's Point. 
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Flying at anormal altitude of only 500 
feet, passengers should be able to spot 
whales, schooling sharks, mantas and 
other wonders from the air. Best of all, 
when Rainbow Hunter lands in a beautiful 
lagoon, she becomes a boat! 

These elite adventures are $5,995 for 
five and a half days. 

For further information contact See & Sea 
Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street #205, San 
Francisco, CA 94138; (415) 434-3400, fax 


(415) 4384-3409. Send e-mail to divxprt@ix. 
netcom.com or visit the Web Site at http:// 
'T — re 3 as <A < o> a —s a nm | > F -§ | www.divxprt.com/seessea. * 


FREESTYLE’S NEw Dive WATCHES: 
FreeStyle USA has expanded its line of 
| dive watches to include more stainless 
Great wail diving minutes from Sait Raker beach steel bands for men and women. 
Channing fed oldinn, modern conveniences The standout in the line is the new 
Hammerhead Night Vision watch with an 





P.O. Box 68 ¢ Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (01 1) 599-7-8819 


Fax (011) 599-7-5295 


Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: 7531 tiles) A eee 
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Quality service by people who care! 


, Call 809- 946- coe nar 4° f 





extra long, double-lock, stainless steel 
watchband. Constructed with a solid 
stainless steel case, the Hammerhead 
Night Vision is depth rated to 660 feet, 
3 features bright blue illumination and a 
|__| ratcheted bezel. It is available in men’s 
Ri chapertios with rAN RAWAK | N 1} | and women's sizes and covered by 
AC, TV, pool. Fitness center Beachfront with kitchens, each u FreeStyle’s 10 year limited warranty. 
ait tone on tis at Coral Rect. accommodate up to 4 persons. Dive the Freestyle watches are available where 
Grand Turk Wall fromour beach! trusted dive equipment is sold. Cus- 
FAX 946-2668 

_ Lp Le i 2 _ || tomers may call (800) 776-6449, exten- 
809 °946¢ 2666 809 “946-2277 || | sion 118, for the name of their nearest 

i FreeStyle retailer. = 
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e All brass first stage durabflity, then 
we chrome the outsjd@ to protect it 
‘rom salt water Corrosion. 

e Externally adjustable ventun assist on 
the second stage lets you boost air flow 
w/o increasing inhalation effort. 

© 4 (?/8”) low pressure ports to connect 
your accessories. Two ports provide 
1700 LTM flow while the other two 
deliver an amazing 2400 LTM air flow 
for primary use. Attach your BCD, 
octopus, primary regulator, and a dry- 
suit, or an extra octopus. 

© 2 (6) high pressure ports. 

© 360° total swivel first stage to assist 
with best fit and comfort. 

e “Big-Bore” primary hose (larger inside 
diameter) allows more air inside the 
hose to assist with smooth breathing 
under a variety of conditions. 

e Second stage fine tuning to match 
the first stage at 145 psi. 

e Light weight second stage to reduce 
jaw fatigue. 


- @ May be adapted to high pressure 


tanks with optional DIN kits. 








ntranced by a colorful and flirtatious 
m= Queen Angelfish, | was oblivious to 
everything else on the reef. Only a foot 
away from it on the gently sloping wall, | 
was watching through my camera 
viewfinder waiting for the perfect pose. 
Suddenly, the entire viewfinder was filled 
with the brilliant, rippling muscles of an 
emerald Green Moray Eel! Startled, | 
pulled back and lowered my camera to 
get a better look at my curious visitor, 
now nestled in the coral boulders from 
which my Queen Angel was long gone. 

Immediately by my side, Toucan Diving 
assistant manager Ursula Wursching 
asked if | was all right and we both gazed 
admiringly at the largest, most magnifi- 
cent Green Moray | have ever seen. 

When it decided to move on, | moved 
with it along the wall—both of us free 
swimming through the warm, turquoise 
waters of Bonaire. | looked up through 
the clear sea and waved at the other 
divers | knew were watching this unique 
experience with awe. | was thrilled and 
reluctantly let my friend descend without 
me when we reached my depth limit. 

Back on the boat, the 30 foot Island 
Hopper Green Flash (what an appropri- 
ate name for this particular dive), we were 
all excited and shared our different views 
as we returned to our hotel, the brand 
new Plaza Resort Bonaire. Ursula and 
her buddy, a diver visiting from Brazil, 
had been on the shallow crest of the wall 
and first saw the eel descend toward me. 
They said it paused above my head and 
they knew | didn’t see it! The other divers, 
visiting from the U.S. and the Nether- 
lands, watched us swim together and ev- 
eryone agreed it was about seven to 
eight feet long and very fat. 

| rinsed my camera in the boat’s fresh- 
water shower and, as we drank our com- 
plimentary juice and dried off with the 
clean towels the divemaster gave each of 
us, we relaxed in the sunshine and 
agreed it had been a very fine dive. Back 
at the private marina, we were pampered 
further by the friendly dive staff who han- 
dled all our dive equipment. 

Toucan Diving, Bonaire’s newest dive 
operation, is on the grounds of the luxuri- 
ous Plaza Resort Bonaire. Dive shop 
manager Paul Verbeek has lovingly su- 
pervised the complete construction and 
development of the sports complex and 
has done a great job anticipating the 
needs of dive and snorkel guests. 
Opposite the resort’s lighted tennis 
courts, the entrance sports the dive sign- 
up boards; the shop’s staff provides dive, 
snorkel and other watersports information 
in the retail area. There is a large air-con- 
ditioned classroom for welcome orienta- 
tions and the multi-lingual staff members 
teach introductory diving as well as 
IDD/NAUI/PADI specialty courses. 

A beautiful hardwood deck surrounds 
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A Luxurious New 
Resortanda 
First Class Dive 
Operation 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY SUSAN SWYGERT 


Toucan Diving’s Green Flasfédeparts 
with divers anxious to experience 
telsat= Re) i Bonaire's asl areywiaccremeli aisle B 





photo/Jerry Schnabel 





a 
i ai 













\ Florida 

j Atlantic Ocean 
“<> 

Cc uba_ Ta ee i Haiti 


oma Fe 




















BONAIRE 


tec pr 


The peaceful grounds of the Plaza Resort 
Bonaire (above) and its relaxing pool area 
(right). The Tipsy Seagull Bar (below) 
overlooks Bonaire’s turquoise waters. 





the complex; wooden walkways, deco- 
rated with sunbathing lizards, lead to a 
cascading waterfall, asoon to be open 
bar/restaurant and a public changing 
room with hot showers. The rental 
counter, rinse tanks and fill station border 
the lagoon near the separate guest stor- 
age facility. Twenty-four hour access to 
equipment and tanks for unlimited shore 
diving is guaranteed. The resort’s main 
parking lot is adjacent to the shop—a 
fleet of Toyota RAV4 utility vehicles are 
maintained at the resort by ABC Car 
Rental, so it’s easy to load up gear and 
head out for a private excursion. 

The resort’s two dive boats, Green 
Flash and Purple Rain, regularly depart 
the marina for one tank morning and af- 





ternoon dives. Each boat carries a maxi- 
mum of 12 divers, resulting in a comfort- 
able and intimate dive experience. 
Ocean Kayaks and 13 foot Boston 
Whalers may be rented for a few hours of 
tranquil cruising (no diving is allowed 
from these vessels). 

The house reef—named 18 Palms—is 
accessed via a beach entry at the north- 
ern end of the property and is famous for 
its school of large Tarpon. The shallow 
terrace is covered with beautiful forma- 
tions of Fire Coral and the steep sloping 
wall is very close to shore and dotted with 
a great variety of hard corals. Convenient 
delivery of your dive equipment and tanks 
to the beach is offered by the dive shoo— 
just tell them what time you want to dive. 
Friendly and accommodating, this dive 


facility is guaranteed to grow in popularity 
as it continues to adjust to the wide vari- 
ety of guest needs. 

Time and time again, Bonaire, Nether- 
lands Antilles, has been noted as one of 
the top ten diving destinations in the 
world. Reasons for this consistent rating 
range from its location in the southern 
Caribbean far below the hurricane belt to 
the early formation of the Bonaire Marine 
Park (in 1979—first in the Caribbean). 
The Marine Park protects all the reefs 
surrounding Bonaire and Klein Bonaire, a 
small uninhabited island just off Bonaire’s 
lee coast. 

Bonaire is known for its sunshine and 
steady, cooling trade winds. The climate 
is dry and arid and many species of cacti 
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decorate the island. The island stretches 
from north to south and the protected lee- 
side provides 26 miles of the finest 
snorkeling and diving sites. The Bonaire 
Marine Park has vivid yellow stones in- 
scribed with the sites’ names to mark the 
safe entry points. Much of the coast is ei- 
ther stony or white sand beaches, al- 
though the north is characterized by sheer 
cliffs making access to these sites by 
boat only. Boat moorings have been in- 
stalled off Bonaire and Klein Bonaire to 
protect the fragile coral reef from damage 
caused by boat anchors. 

All divers must pay an annual park en- 
trance fee of U.S. $10 and obey the 
rules—no anchoring and no taking of 
anything live or dead from the reef (ex- 
cept garbage that is not yet part of the 
reef). Divers are expected to practice 
proper buoyancy control. The funds col- 
lected support the maintenance of the 
mooring system, research and the con- 
tinued development of educational pro- 
grams for Bonaire’s children, residents 
and visitors. 

The Plaza Resort Bonaire opened in 
late 1995 after months of refurbishment, 
landscaping and new construction. 
Those who remember the never finished 
hotel project near the airport will be de- 
lighted to hear that an eyesore has been 
transformed into an extraordinary, luxuri- 
ous five star resort. The new owner, the 
Vandervalk Hotel Company, is based in 
the Netherlands and has more than 62 
motels and restaurants in Europe and 
Curacao. Its interest in acquiring a resort 
property in Bonaire grew after success 
with the Curacao Plaza Hotel. The Plaza 
Resort Bonaire is considered to be “the 
pearl” in the hotel chain. Martin and 
Ingrid Vandervalk, the resort’s managing 
directors, are a young, enthusiastic cou- 
ple who moved to Bonaire with a vision 
of beauty and attention to every detail 
that has been fully realized. 

The resort beautifully sorawls over more 
than 12 acres and includes a palm stud- 
ded white sand beach along the azure 
ocean, a seaside pool and ocean-view 
suites. A man-made lagoon stretches in- 
land and is lined by waterfront apartments, 
suites and wooden walkways leading to 
the resort's central open-air reception hall, 
exciting casino (open from noon to 2:00 
am) and the elegant Caribbean Point 
Restaurant. The entire resort has been en- 
hanced by more than 300,000 tropical 
shrubs and trees; bright colors and bird- 
song soothe the soul. 

The rooms are spacious air-condi- 
tioned suites with huge bathrooms and 
closets and have beautiful rattan furni- 
ture—queen sized beds, loveseat, dining 
table and chairs—a mini-fridge, cable TV 
with remote, in-room safe, telephone 
and a private patio or balcony. Maid ser- 
vice is twice daily, the evening turndown 
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Unlimited Diving < 
Unlimited Activities 
Unlimited Luxury Hotel 
Unlimited Domestic Drinks 
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Other Fine Resorts Available in: 
¢Cozumel °* Belize »* Nassau 
*Cancun * Roatan * Akumal 
* Grand Cayman 
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TOUCAN DIVING/PLAZA 
RESORT BONAIRE 


service is a nice touch and | loved the 


wake-up service—each day | receiveda | 


second wake-up Call about 10 minutes 
after the first! How did they know | would 
roll over and go back to sleep? 

Individuals, couples, families and 
groups can choose from accommoda- 
tions that range from junior to grand 
suites with ocean or lagoon views and 
one or two bedroom apartments with ful- 
ly equipped kitchens, including mi- 
crowave ovens and dishwashers. 

Special needs are addressed by the 
extremely capable hotei concierge. 
Other services and activities offered by 
the resort range from a large convention 
room with full audio/visual services to 
cultural and sports nights to honey- 
mooners having a private dinner served 
onamoonlit beach. Tropical Travel, in 
the lobby, specializes in arranging island 
nature tours, as well as sailing excur- 
sions, snorkel and picnic trips to Klein 
Bonaire or shopping trios to Curacao 
and Aruba. 

The well stocked Plaza Resort Gift- 
shop, offering gifts, gadgets, souvenirs 
and sundries, and Littman Gifts, known 
for its fine jewelry and resort wear, are in 
the main lobby, which is also a photo 
gallery. Island prints are available for sale 
through the giftshop. A shopping gallery 
has just been added near the hotel en- 
trance and an ATM is already operational 
with.a hairdresser and grocery store 
coming soon. 

Choose flexible meal plans or ala 
carte dining at the air-conditioned 
Caribbean Point or the Bahama Tree 
Restaurant on a breezy seaside terrace. 
On the beach, the casual Coconut 
Crash serves frosty drinks all day and is 
a peaceful place to watch a brilliant 
Caribbean sunset. Every Friday, the new 
Tipsy Seagull Bar hosts the most popu- 
lar happy hour on the Island, with live 
music by Bonaire’s own Kunuku Band, 
snacks and a dance contest. 

Bonaire is well-Known as a world- 
class dive and snorkel destination and 
this well planned resort will satisfy a host 
of international visitors looking for a re- 
laxing vacation in comfort and safety 
with a touch of class. 

Special introductory Guided Snor- 
Keling, windsurfing and scuba diving 
packages are available, including a 
seventh Day Free Special. For general 
information and reservations, call Travel 
Marketing Services, the Plaza Resort 
Bonaire’s U.S. representative, at (800) 
766-6016 or (617) 821-1012; fax (617) 
821-1568. To reach the resort directly, 
call (011) 599-7-2500 or fax (011) 599- 
17-1133. 
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_ DIvE BRAZIL: Brazil is a very special 
place for very special people. The many 
attractions of northeast Brazil include his- 
torical cities, colonial villages, national 
parks and the region’s fascinating African 
heritage. But the most spectacular at- 
tractions are the beautiful beaches and 
unsurpassed diving. 

The northeast coastal area of Brazil of- 
fers amazing gifts to adventurous divers. 
The wrecks of Recife have been called 
the Truk Lagoon of the Atlantic. There are 
two national marine parks, Fernando de 
Noronha and Parque Nacional Marinhos 
dos Abrolhos. The unusual coral reef and 
volcanic rock formations provide divers 
with amazing underwater spectacles. 

The typical itinerary includes the fol- 
lowing: departure from Miami to Recife, a 
leisurely lunch and a tour of Olinda or 
Recife. Guests will soend two days diving 
the wrecks of Recife and then transfer to 
Fernando de Noronha, where they will 
experience four days of world-class div- 
ing and the hospitality of the local pou- 
sadas (small family owned accommoda- 
tions with home cooked meals). They will 
return to the mainland at Natal, where 
guests enjoy dune buggy rides and glori- 
ous beaches and then depart Natal for 
Miami on the tenth day. Optional side 
tours are available to Rio de Janiero, Sao 
Paolo, Salvador, Iguassu Falls, Buenos 
Aires, Pantanal Wetlands and the 
Amazon Jungle region. 

Duet Travel has complete information 
regarding pricing, air fare, hotels and 
transfers in all cities. Call for free brochures 
and videos (available for a nominal fee). 
Call (888) 6-BRAZIL for more information 
or fax (B08) 989-5343, = 


THE NIKONOS OPEN—GRAND CAYMAN: 
A new photo event is scheduled April 12 
to 19, 1997, on Grand Cayman. Devel- 
oped with REEF (Reef Education and 
Environmental Foundation), the Nikonos 
Open will feature lectures on marine life 
behavior and habitat, plus tips to assist in 
identification from REEF executive direc- 
tor Laddie Akins. There will also be lec- 
tures on how to take better underwater 
pictures by photographer Stephen Frink. 
Nikon’s Frank Fennell and SKIN DIVER 
Magazine's Bill Gleason will be on hand 
to assist. 

Photographers are rewarded for finding 
and photographing as many fish as possi- 
ble from a master list compiled by REEF. 
Additional points will be awarded for the 
relative scarcity of the subject, regardless 


, Of photo image quality. Unlike the Nikonos 








Shootout, which is tied to photographic 
excellence, the Nikonos Open is intended 
to be both fun and to impart fresh insights 
about Grand Cayman’s reef fish. Free film 
from Eastman Kodak will be provided 
(one roll per day); contestants are invited 
to shoot a second roll if they wish. Film 
processing (E-6) will be done on the island 
and judges will assist with fish identifica- 
tion to help compile the daily point tally. 
The Nikonos Open is designed for pho- 
tographers of all levels; in particular, first 
time and novice photographers. 

The Nikonos Open will be held at 
Treasure Island Resort and all diving will 
be done with Parrot’s Landing. 

Package prices for the Nikonos Open 
start at $1,095 per person double occu- 
pancy and include two tank boat dives 
daily (excluding day of arrival and depar- 
ture), tanks and weightbelts, accommo- 
dations at Treasure Island Resort and all 
Nikonos Open festivities. Film process- 
ing and meals are extra. For further infor- 
mation or reservations, phone Water- 
House Photo Tours at (800) 272-9122 or 
fax (B05) 451-5147. = 


SHIPWRECK RESEARCH ASSISTANCE 
NEEDED: Dan Berg, author of 10 ship- 
wreck related books and the producer 
of the Dive Wreck Valley TV series, Is 
currently working on anew CD-ROM, 
Wreck Valley CD. |t will contain histori- 
cal information, historical and artifact 
photographs, U/W sketches, sidescan 
images and U/W video. The CD will also 
include Fish Havens and Treasure 
Wrecks and a list of Eastern Dive Boat 
Association vessels. Scheduled for re- 
lease this fall, it will contain information 
on shipwrecks off the New Jersey and 
Long Island coasts as well as the Long 
Island Sound. 

Berg is requesting any artifact pho- 
tographs, sketches, video or any first- 
hand diver information. Also, if you are 
diving any of the lesser known wrecks off 
New York, New Jersey or Connecticut 
and want to have them included please 
send details. 

Any photos or illustrations can be 
shipped to Aqua Explorers, Inc., 980 
Church Street, Baldwin, NY 11510; 
ohone/fax (516) 868-2658. = 


ENRICHED AIR IN THE CAYMAN ISLANDS: 
The Cayman Islands Watersports 
Operators Association (CIWOA) has voted 
to allow the use of nitrox by any certified 
enriched air diver. Last December, the Cl- 
WOA approved of enriched air for use by 
its staff instructors and divemasters. 

Since Decémber there have been 
more than 3,000 enriched air dives made 
with no accidents or incidents. While the 
unlimited depths of the sheer walls off 
Cayman still pose a potential problem 
with oxygen toxicity, enriched air nitrox 
can be used safely. »#* 























Regulators 
COMPARE AND SAVE 


Regulators: 


Sea Master | 
Comparable Model > 
to $360 
Ocean Guide SRP: 
only $220% 









Octopus: 


Hydro Wizard 
Comparable Model 
to $220" 
Ocean Guide SRP: 





A 


Micro Wizard 
hi asa | Comparable Model 
mak a to $220" 

“a Ocean Guide SRP: 
only $98" 









Why pay more when you receive the highest quality, 
guaranteed Ocean Guide products at a fraction of the cost! 
Ask your favorite dive store about Ocean Guide products. 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 





THE QUALITY ALTERNATIVE 


1-800-367-4459 
Tel: 310-327-9270 © Fax: 310-327-4755 


circle #87 on Reader Service Card 


BECOMEA 


“PADI INSTRUCTOR; 


pe | Kerem PaC@tere (any 


Lodging / Tanks / Weight Belts FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE, sg 
KEITH MATTSON, 


Course Director 15561 a Division of THE DIVE STATION 
Licensed by the Florida State Board * &k*&k*k x PADI 5 STAR CDC 

of Independent Post Secondary : 

AVoreetaceyste) eum Cae stelrael Mm baerecamenece| 3465 Edgewater Drive 

Business Schools License No. 1000. Orlando, Florida 32804 


9661 GS/AV © 






FOR MORE Phone ‘40% 423-4734 
sitive 1-800-282-3328 sei 

ai 
CALL US NOW KAMFDI@aol.com 


circle #146 on Reader Service Card 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RIC 


ozumel, the friendly, downhome 

Mexican island with one of the most 
mountainous clear water reefs in the en- 
tire Caribbean, is an increasingly popular 
choice for dive travel. Combining sport 
and ambiance with easy access from the 
U.S. gateways of Houston and Miami, 
the little 8 by 30 mile island continues to 
attract thousands of divers every year. 

In response to demand, there are 
more than four dozen dive operators on 
Cozumel, ranging from one man opera- 
tions to full size, full service establish- 
ments. One of the very best choices for 
quality and services is the popular and 
established Dive Paradise. 

Dive Paradise is easy to find. In contin- 
uous operation for 14 years, the main 
headquarters is across from the water- 
front on the main 
road at the south- 
ern edge of the 
town of San Mi- 
guel. You can’t 
miss the little blue 
store with the red 
and white flags and 
angelfisn logo. 
There is asecond 
store and dock di- 
agonally across the 
street at the Hotel 
Barracuda. Witha 
fleet of boats led by 
a new flagship, the 37 foot Renegado, 
and a staff of nearly 60, Dive Paradise is 
certainly one of Cozumel’s largest dive 
operations. But more important, it is also 
one of the island’s highest quality, most 
dependable operators. Dive Paradise 
combines fun diving and a sense of ad- 
venture with an excellent amount of indi- 
vidual choice. One sign of its excellence 
is the complimentary buoyancy control 
workshop available on request. Another 
is the almost unlimited selection of times 
and types of diving available. 

This includes a unique concept called 
“Cock-a-Doodle” dives. For only $75, 
qualified divers can be picked up at 6:00 
am for a series of three dives. This outing 
includes three tanks, weights, snacks 
and in-water divemaster. Acceptance re- 
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quires 50 logged dives, a dive computer 
and 24 hour advance registration. 
Reservations can be made through a pro- 
fessional dive travel agency or by calling 
Dive Paradise direct. This program has at 
least three advantages over standard 
Cozumel dive offerings: the price is a bar- 
gain; you get an early start on the diving 
day, avoiding crowding on a popular site; 
and you usually get back to shore by 
noon. Photographers should especially 
like this plan. 

Cock-a-Doodle dives are just one 
choice at Dive Paradise. The twilight two 
tank trip for $55, leaving at 3:00 pm, 
takes you to the reefs in time for a day- 


































Divers hover over a massive aggregation of 
seafans. Such spectacular sights are com- 
monplace in Cozumel’s crystal waters. 


light dive. After a surface interval that in- 
cludes snacks, divers visit a quality 
Cozumel reef after dark. 

E.D.P. (Experienced Diver Program) 
computer two tank trips are for experi- 
enced divers only. For $59 you visit two 
of the most popular or special dive sites 
in Cozumel. 

The custom morning two tank fast trip 
for only $52 is also very popular. Orig- 
inators of the six pack (six passenger) 
fast boat concept in Cozumel, Dive 





Paradise provides a 26 to 27 foot out- 
board for quick trips to two quality sites 
from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm daily. An even 
greater bargain is the custom afternoon 
two tank fast trip for $45 from 1:00 to 
5:00 pm daily. Dive Paradise also offers 
standard two tank boat trios, standard 
one tank afternoon trips and one tank 
night dives. 

Dive Paradise is also the island leader 
in oxygen enriched diving. Linked with the 
new and professional Nitrox Solutions in 
Cozumel, a PADI and an IANTD certified 
training facility, Dive Paradise can arrange 
for a full range of services, from instruc- 
tion to nitrox fills in popular and custom 
mixes. Nearly all Dive Paradise staff 
members are nitrox certified. 

The fleet of boats begins with the new 
37 foot Renegado, a fiberglass V-hull 
with a fly bridge and turbo charged diesel 
engines. This handsome vessel comfort- 
ably carries a maximum of 14 divers. The 
other members of the fleet are: Calypso, 
a 40 foot fiberglass hull with a fly 
bridge/cabin powered by a single diesel, 
usually with 10 to 12 divers aboard and 
14 maximum; Tombo, a 36 foot tradi- 
tional Cozumel style boat and the only 
wooden boat in the fleet; Yucab // and 
Aires, 44 foot custom dive boats; and 
Paradise Diver and Sagitario, 42 foot 
custom dive boats. Six passenger boats 
in the 26 to 27 foot class include Lupita, 
Queen Angel, Ana Luz and John-y. 

Dive Paradise boats leave the home 
dock at the Barracuda Hotel according 
to schedule. They also will pick up divers 
with reservations at all popular southern 
hotel docks. All vessels have marine ra- 
dios and full safety equipment, including 
DAN oxygen units. 

Owner, manager and the driving force 
behind Dive Paradise is the indefatigable 
Renee Applegate. Apple, as she is called 
by everyone, is the coordina- 
tor and organizer for the en- 
tire boat fleet and Dive 
Paradise’s menu of services. 
She is a master scuba in- 
structor with 30 years of ex- 
perience in California, the 
Red Sea and, of course, 
Cozumel. The Dive Paradise 
instructional team is led by 
Jose “Pico” Castello—a ma- 
rine biologist and master Scu- 
ba instructor with more than 
35 years of experience in 
Mexico—and Daniel Ayala— 
a PADI assistant instructor 
and Dive Paradise’s dock- 
master. Other key staff members include 
reservationists Lucia (Lucy) Rivera and 
Lucila (Lucy) Che Velasquez and dive- 
masters Nestor Sansores, German 
Mercado and Buena Ventura Nan. All 
have been with Dive Paradise from 5 to 
14 years. 











Above: Dive Paradise’s 
Paradise Diver departs for 
another exciting Cozumel 
undersea adventure. Left: 
Smiles all around enhance 
the friendly service of Dive 
Paradise’s professional staff. 


Cozumel’s Friendly, 
Lownhome Dive 


The main shop on the coastal road is 
reservations headquarters and the pri- 
mary retail center. The store keeps both 
U.S. and traditional Cozumel hours, 
opening at 7:00 am and closing at 9:00 
om. Dive Paradise is Cozumel’s newest 
PADI Five Star facility, a NAUI facility and 


Operation 









Above: A school of grunts takes refuge 
from the strong current that sweeps over 
Tormentos Reef. Left: The colorful fa- 
cade of Dive Paradise’s main shop. 


an SSI and NASDS training facility. 
Popular dive sites regularly visited by 
Dive Paradise include Santa Rosa 
Reef, an especially colorful row of pinna- 
cles and adjacent wall; Tormentos, a 
series of mid-depth striated reefs loaded 
(Continued from Page 111) 
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SPORTS DIVER’S TIPS 

Autographed & Laminated Photo of Diver Bob With Sport 
Diver's Tips. Suitable for framing or packing with gear. Send 
$20 check or money order to: Diver Bob, PO. Box 171943, 
Arlington, TX 76003-1943 or call 1-800-639-1003. 
Deliveries will be prompt. Please indicate whom this 


autograph will be going to if other than person ordering. 
Texas residents please add 8.25% sales tax. 


; Sananeea 
eee 


Cozy up with world renowned divers as 
they share their favorite diving anecdotes 


and experiences in this extremely 

popular, often requested and highly 

entertaining anthology. Compiled 

and edited by Bonnie J. Cardone, 

SKIN DIVER’s executive editor, these 
stories henide tales ranging from unique encounters with 
Giant Squid to being shipwrecked on a deserted island. 


The Fireside Diver is available at dive shops or through 
Aqua Quest Publications at (800) 933-8989. 


The price is $14.95 plus $4 postage and handling. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FISHES: Academic Press offers this 
magnificently illustrated book with more than 200 full 


page color photographs of 200,000 species. Great ik - 


r divers, aquarium owners, and fish enthusiasts! 
order: 1-800-321-5068. ISBN: 0-12-5476604 Eat 95, 


Me? A Commercial 
Com diver tells it all: lifestyle, career possibilities, options, 
what's good and what's tough. How to pick the best school. 
“Industry Aptitude Self-Test." Write for Free Info to 
5318€. 2nd St. # L 


CITIES UNDER 
THE SEA 


Jean-Michel Cousteau transports you 

to a spectacular undersea “city” 

coral reefs to see creatures you may 

never encounter in your scuba 

adventures. You will learn about — 
these animals and plants—and understand how this 
perfectly balanced ecosystem works. Over 700 
original photographs and 90 minutes of video make 
this an experience you'll not soon forget! 

Windows CD-ROM MSRP: $49.95 

CITIES UNDER THE SEA is available at dive shops and 
software retailers, or call Enteractive at 800-591-6100. 


e | and ‘pid lpg 
_|on CD-ROM! 

| Fishes of the Caribbean 2.0 
|_| Fishes of the Red Sea 
_| The World of Sharks 
The World of Whales 
& dolphins ss 
Only $45 each! 


Sea-D Publishing, P.O Box 31545 SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: (809) 949-8327 Fax: (809) 949-8427 
E-mail: daved@candw.ky On the Web: http:/Awww.sea-d.com 


e THE INFORMATION 
FOR DIVERS 


Tour Bonaire’s pristine 
reefs and get to know its splendid 
inhabitants through the photography 
of Susan Swygert, Dos Winkel and 
Jerry Schnabel. Written by Swygert, 
the text gives the reader an overview 
of Bonaire, its reefs and creatures in 
English, Dutch and German. 


Watercolours Bonaire is a 10 1/2 by 10 1/2 hardcover 
book with more than 125 color photos. It is available 
through Helix for $59.50, including UPS anywhere in the 
continental U.S. 

Call (800) 33-HELIX for more information. 


Wa tercolours 
Bonair 


CORAL KINGDOMS 


The world’s most sumptuous reefs and their exotic inhabitants, 
as photographed by noted U/W photographer and 
adventurer Carl Roessler, emerge from the page in 
a vibrant kaleidoscope of exquisite color. Coral Kingdoms, 
hardcover, 216 pages, 250 color photos, is the ultimate 
underwater guide book and is available for $35 plus $2.50 
shipping. Call (415) 434-3400 for ordering information. 


re the intricacies and secrets of fest underwater | 


photography as revealed by leading expert 


S WONDERS OF ‘ie 


you'll know where to go, 

REEF what gear to bring and 
the most appropriate 

techniques for capturing elusive sea 


creatures or elegant sea flora.Wonders | 
of the Reef: Diving With a Camera | 
contains 125 photographs and is available in | 


hardcover for $39.95 plus $6 for shipping and 


handling. For information,contact Waterhouse at 


(800) 272-9122 or fax fod 451-5147. 


| FISHEYE VIEW CAM ® LIVING REEF THEATRES 


FISHEYE VIEW INNERSPACE CD-ROMs ouanrun a 


FISHEYE VIEW MPEG CDs f 800- he 


8008 images sand 8 albums identity over 400 species of be 
'{“Dive Log 


Marine Fish and Hard and Soft Corals from the World's 
Tropical Pacific Oceans. All species identified with common 


and scientific names, origin, size and special notes of interest | 


for the diving or aquarium enthusiast. 
IBM PC/WINDOWS. Order No. CD-400. 


Only $29.95 (plus$3S&H) | | $49 in the US. 


_1$10.00 Demo 


Visa/MC for direct orders, 
call 800-486-8149. 
ACE-CD Publishing, Inc., 


a Soh ls Ave., ead CA 90301 


—_— YOUR — Z 
WHILE TESTING YOUR 
DIVING KNOWLEDGE. 


| Interactive and perfect for divers of any level, new | 


tech mY now lets you use Scuba Tune-up 
' Begecee.. Multimedia on either 
= \|BMorMacintosh™ 


computers. Visituson | 
the world wide web at | 


\ http://www.padi.com 
to find a PADI Dive 
Center nearest you. 


|Fish Counting 
_|@Equipment Mainten. 


‘ipsa fish facts ane 


) spectacular color photos Re 

| 22 New Hand Signals to : 

} communicate the sighting of a fish to your dive buddy! 
"| Log book to record your fish watching activities. 


Scuba Talk™ is available at dive stores for $14.95 or 
add $3 -S&H to Blue Reef Publications, Inc.; 
P.O. Box 42; Newton Centre, MA 02159 USA 

617) 332-7965 


Enriched Air 


it’s All About Time! 


PADI’s Enriched 

Air Diving video 

teaches you about 

diving with 

enriched air ina 

simple, eas she 

understand way. Learn Karke to extend your 
dives safely and efficiently. Visit us on the 
world wide web at http:/Awww.padi.com to find 
a PADI Dive Center near you. 


Sea Wolff Dive Logs for Windows 


Pt of 


Pro Version also has 
MTax Accounting 
MClass Management 


MIinvoicing & Bulk Mai 
Brochures Available only $129.00 


1800 DIVE LOG _ seawolff@interport.net 
http://www. interport.net/~seawolff/ 


|MPhoto Log 


Giant Stride 
Diwelog 


FOR WINDOWS 


Download from: 
http://www.tdl/com/~sam ¢ e-mail: sam@tdl.com 


Call (408) 524-8860 
to {cial a free Cony in Me tM 
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BASKIN IN THE SUN 


http://www.dive-baskin.com or 
e-mail: baskindive@aol.com 


BAYMAN BAY CLUB 
http://bayman.lwm.com/bayman 


BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm or 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
e-mail: bimini ua@aol.com 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 
e-mail: dvrsunlmtd@aol.com 


FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESO 
http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 
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Geriification 
PADI 
http://www.padi.com 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONA 
http://www.mail@ssiusa.com 
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Dive Equipment 
APOLLO SPORTS USA, INC. 
ALAt OM /AW AN AY Ar=\ 0e)| (ens) ele) gem exe) an) 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 


ALGeOM/AWAWAAOI\VZcleciol [vere] ula] mere) a8 
e-mail: DiversDisc@aol.com 


_. FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 
— eee htto://www.fisheye.com or 


ENGINEERING CO., LTD. e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 


. /)  http://www.orange.or.jp/~fuji-us/ 
"e-mail: fujius@orange.or.jp KONA COAST DIVERS «x HAWAI 
oe http://www.hawaiiscuba.com or 
JWA/SCUBAPRO e-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net 


http://www.jwa.com KONA KAI BAYFRONT RESORT, 
'. U.S. DIVERS KEY LARGO 
a Ny e-mail: Konakai@aol.com 


_ _ http://www.usdivers or 
| e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm or 


a . be , e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
Live-Aboard Travel eae 
AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 


e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
a 


e-mail: di SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
v o e-mail: divboat@aol.com iN THE CARIBBEAN 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES http://www.yachts. vi/ 


http://www.gate.net/~nekton or 
e-mail: nekton@gate.net ne ryt Ay F GRAND TURK; 


PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. BAe MON ROR. Aone NG OF 
http://www.winnet.net/dancer/ or 


e-mail: dancer@winnet.net STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 


http://empg.com/stuart-cove 
SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
ON A CRUISE YACHT WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA 


sovetreoesdentt ADVENTURES 
http://www.yachts-on-line.com/ http://www.twofin.com/twofin/walkers.htm or 


oe 4 e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
| | Photo Equipment XANADU UNDERSEA 


ADVENTURES 
HELIX LIMITED http://www.twofin.com/twofin/xanadu.htm or 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
M | YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
Publishers . 
DIVESIGHT 


http://www.mantaray.com 
ALAC OMPA TAWA RC (\Ucisi(e|a1eexeuake)g 


e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 
e-mail: divesight@silkthread.com 
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a http://www.sea-d.com or 
e-mail daved@ candw 


Resort/Dive Operator 
AQUA WORLD 


http://www.iminet.com/mexico/700a.html 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
: http://www.empg.com/bahama-divers 
| e-mail: bahdiver@netrunner.net 


BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bahamas 
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Tour Operators 


AHIA TOURS 
14 OM AWA AWA) iN) 01¢ Mexe)LiyA ey= lilt ta cele Lf) 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS, INC. 


http://www.bajaex.com or 
e-mail: travel@bajaex.com 


BARBACHANO TOURS 
Lat OM /AWAAWAIAN] 01 Mexe)itVd ols ey- (ear lal, 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www.sccsi.com/BobSoto/home.html or 
e-mail BSD@star-travel.com 


ae at CARIBBEAN TOURS, 
http://www.travelfile.com/get?cturs 
rev aitcll pmerclec(e(e)alarc\excle)mexe)an) 


CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA 
AIRLINES & TOURS 


http://www.destmic.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY TRAVEL 


http://www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery or 
e-mail: 102447.3320@compuserve.com 


GO DIVING 
nlateMsAN aay Ae (erelhVilare mexe)an 


GREAT DESTINATIONS 
http://www.skindiver.com 
e-mail: scuba@skindiver.com 


LANDFALL PRODUCTION 
http://www.ecotravel.com/landfall 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


SEE & SEA TRAVEL SERVICES 


http://www.divxprt.com/see&sea or 
e-mail: divxprt@ix.netcom.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 

V4 8 
http://www.travelsource.com/scuba/tadive.html or 
e-mail: 103520.2014@compuserve.com 


TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 
http://www.tropical.scubamaster.com 


e-mail: diver@neosoft.com 
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Diving and 
Innovative 
Educational 
Programs 
Come 
Together on 
Roatan 
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unrise is remarkable, rising over the 

mountains and treeline to bathe the 
island in a warm glow. Sunset is unforget- 
table, creating an orange sky and palm 
silhouette. 

Anthony’s Key Resort may be as close 
as you can get to nature and still be com- 
fortable. Perched on the edge of an emer- 
ald lagoon, ostensibly the most beautiful 
setting on the pretty, tropical island of 
Roatan, the largest of the Bay Islands of 
Honduras, it is an enduring panorama of 
sea and sky. The little stilt house bunga- 
lows barely intrude upon the beach, rocky 
shoreline and two coconut crowded 
sandy islets, including Anthony’s Key, the 
resort's namesake. Just offshore, within 
easy snorkeling distance, lies the nearly 
30 mile long north shore fringing reef, the 
southernmost extension of Mexico and 
Central America’s Great Maya Reef. A 2 
to 380 minute boat ride from the resort’s 
dock reaches more than 30 terrific dive 
sites, marked with permanent moorings. 
Much of the reef, from AKR to the western 
tip of the island, is within the Sandy Bay 
Marine Reserve, protecting this special 
seascape now and in the future. 

Popular sites include Pillar Coral, with 
one of the largest stands of that coral (rare 
in much of the Caribbean), Peter’s Place, 
a fish-lined drop-off, and West End, one 
of the richest walls in the Bay Islands. 


i weet 


AKR has been a dedicated dive resort 
for 27 years, coupling an excellent envi- 
ronment with a nature blended tourist vil- 
lage of native woods and architecture. 
Owned and managed by the Galindo fam- 
ily of Roatan, AKR by itself is a standout 
vacation haven above and below the sea. 

But there is more. Adjacent to the re- 
sort, on the eastern end of the property 
and on Little Bailey’s Key at the outer 
edge of the lagoon, is the pleasant and 
professional Roatan Institute for Marine 
Sciences, a multi-faceted recreational 
and research complex. While the resort 
facility concentrates on morning, after- 
noon and evening reef dives aboard six, 
40 foot island built custom boats, RIMS 
presents a complete dolphin program, in- 
cluding scuba and snorkel dives and dol- 
phin demonstrations, marine mammal re- 
search and education, and coral reef 
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monitoring, research and education pro- 
grams. RIMS is a bona fide research in- 
stitute recognized by Honduras and reg- 
ularly visited by many leading U.S. col- 
leges and universities. 

Guesthouses at Anthony’s Key area 
series of simple but attractive wooden 
bungalows on Roatan and Anthony’s 
Key. They are mounted on stilts and ar- 
ranged as singles, doubles or triples, 
nestled in greenery on a hillside or at the 
edge of the sea. Each has access to a 
porch that provides an individual look at 
the resort’s breathtaking tropical 
scenery. The interiors are cooled by trop- 
ical breezes and an overhead fan. 

The restaurant, bar, offices, reception 
and social areas and observation deck are 
hillside. Three tasty and ample meals are 
served there daily. The rest of the resort in- 
cludes the docks with boutique, snack 
bar, snack shop, dive operation, photo 
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TACA has modern 767 and 737 aircraft and 
offers convenient schedules to San Pedro 
Sula and Roatan from major U.S. gateways. 


shop and hyperbaric chamber complex. 
AKR maintains a stable and horseback 
riding is a popular Secondary activity. 

Most of the resort staff comes from the 
little village of Sandy Bay, which unobtru- 
sively borders both sides of the resort. 
Many of the very friendly staff members 
have been with AKR 10 years or more. 
AKR has about 80 fulltime employees; 
RIMS has a fulltime staff of 18, including a 
marine biologist, marine mammal experts 
and dolphin trainers. The Anthony’s Key 
dive operation is preparing and educat- 
ing personnel to further expand the div- 
ing instruction. The intent is to be able to 
run IDC courses and become a PADI Five 
Star facility. 

The Dolphin Snorkel Program, offered 
several times daily six days a week, pro- 
vides a snorkeling session for small 
groups in an enclosure at Bailey's Key 
Beach. This provides a close experience 
with natural dolphin behavior in a shallow 
lagoon setting. The Dolphin Dive Pro- 
gram provides an incredible opportunity 
for divers to observe and interact with 
dolphins in the open sea. For about 40 
minutes, one-half dozen divers are es- 
corted to a nearby reef site to observe a 
pair of dolphins. Both programs are very 
popular and AKR guests are given priori- 
ty for reservations. Photo Roatan, AKR’s 
professional video/photo facility, pro- 
vides a video shoot for each Dolphin 
Snorkel/Dive, producing a video docu- 
mentary for purchase. Photo Roatan also 





provides general video/photo services. 
The Roatan Institute for Marine 
Sciences offers a popular Dolphin 
Discovery Camp each summer. This is 
an effective and affecting educational/ 
recreational program for youngsters. 
Families with children should plan early if 
kids are to participate in the 1997 
Dolphin Camp (June through August). 
RIMS has initiated a coral reef monitor- 
iNg project within and adjacent to the 
Sandy Bay Marine Reserve. The long 
term study, relying in part on a series of 
six temperature monitors that have been 
placed at depths ranging from 20 to 100 


feet on the north shore wall, will measure 
and record water temperature, salinity, 
dissolved oxygen, etc. RIMS will also 
monitor species count, diversity, relative 
abundance and seasonal population 
fluctuations. This study will contribute 
greatly to our knowledge of site specific 
and general coral reef health. Educational 
groups visiting and conducting experi- 
ments and monitoring studies at RIMS 
this Summer included Yale University, 
Rhodes College, University of North 
Carolina-Wilmington, University of 
Louisville and Agnes Scott College. 


(Continued on Page 110) 
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training center Featuring the new Drager Atlantis | Rebreather 





circle #97 on Reader Service Card 


SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 105 


















| ores most tropical 
islands, Bermuda 
offers a fabulous array of living 
coral reefs, mini drop-offs, coral 
caverns and friendly reef fish. Reef 
sites such as Tarpon Hole, Eastern 
Blue Cut, Deep Mooring and 
Southwest Breaker invite exploration. 

It is truly a paradise for snorkelers and scuba 

divers alike. Yet, Bermuda is special—it offers divers 
more than just another pretty coral reef. 

For almost 500 years, ships have accidentally collided 
with this Atlantic island outpost, resulting in the world’s 
greatest undersea treasure of nautical history. Mile for 
mile, Bermuda offers the greatest number of divable ship- 
wrecks in the Western Hemisphere. 

Bermuda’s wreck collection spans five centuries 
of shipping and includes: a transatlantic luxury liner, 
numerous steel hulled freighters, a luxury motor yacht, 
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two Civil War paddlewheel blockade runners, a 19th 
century French warship, a Royal Mail Steam packet, two, 
four-masted schooners, several 18th century British war- 
ships, several 16th century Spanish treasure galleons, plus 
British, French, Dutch and Portuguese sailing vessels of 
all kinds. At some sites, shipwrecks are almost piled one 
on top of another, allowing divers to explore multiple 
wrecks on the same dive. 

Bermuda is an aquatic museum without walls and history 
comes alive as you swim among these marvelous treasures. 


HERE IS A SAMPLING OF OUR MANY WRECK DIVING SITES 








ARISTO (IRISTO) 


A 250 foot Norwegian freighter, which sank in 1937. 
She lies in 50 feet of water with her engine, boilers, 
propeller and a fire engine still visible. 


CARAQUET 


A 200 foot British Royal Mail Steam packet that sank in 
1923. She lies in 40 feet of water with enormous steam 
boilers, a great anchor and winches still in place. 


CONSTELLATION 


A 192 foot American schooner loaded with general 
cargo, sunk in 1943. Lying at 30 feet is a mound of 
cement sacks, dishes, bottles, glassware and supplies. 


CRISTOBAL COLON 


Bermuda’s largest shipwreck is the 499 foot Spanish 
transatlantic luxury liner that sank in 1936. She lies 
in 55 feet of water with her six boilers still visible. 


DARLINGTON 


A 285 foot iron hull sail/ steamer that sank in 1886. She 
lies in 30 feet of water with her steam boilers, propeller 
shaft and deck winches still visible. 
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HERMES 


A 165 foot steel hull Buoy Tender, she was sunk as an 
artificial reef. Fully intact, she sits upright on the sand 
at 80 feet with mast, wheelhouse and deck winch. 


LARTINGTON 


A 245 foot early vintage steel freighter with a cargo of 
cotton, sunk in 1879. She lies in 30 feet of water with 
boilers, stern section and propeller still visible. 


L’HERMINIE 


A French 60-gun Man-of-War that sank in 1838. 
Resting in 35 feet of water, this warship’s 9 foot long 
cannons are still onboard. 


MARY CELESTIA 


A 225 foot side paddlewheel steamer, she served as a 
Confederate blockade runner. In 55 feet of water, her 
remains include paddlewheels and anchor. 


MINNIE BRESLAUER 


~ A 300 foot steel hulled freighter, sunk on her maiden 


voyage in 1873. Still visible are the ship’s propeller, 
steam boilers and wheelhouse. ; 


MONTANA (NOLA) 


A 236 foot side paddlewheel steamer, sunk in 1863 
while running the Civil War blockade. She lies in 30 feet 
with boilers and paddlewheels intact. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Aclassic sunken sailing ship, this 205 foot English iron 
hull bark sank in 1880 and still has her bow sprit, sail 
rigging and deadeyes in place. 


PELINAION 


A 385 foot Greek cargo steamer, sunk in 1940 after 
breaking her back on a reef. Lying at 55 feet, her giant 
boiler and engine are an awesome sight. 


RITA ZOVETTO 


A 400 foot Italian cargo steamer, sunk in 1924. At 65 feet 
you can swim through her drive shaft tunnel, examine 
her propeller and explore her innards. 


TAUNTON 


A 228 foot Norwegian steamer that stranded on North 
East Breakers in 1920. Sitting at 20 to 30 feet, she is a 
great shallow dive and a beautiful wreck. 
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. Constellation 


BERMUDA’S NEW SHIPWRECK 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM... 


N& you can take home a piece of this island’s remarkable The rules for 

shipwreck history. Come to Bermuda, dive our best wrecks _ this program 

and earn your copies of our Bermuda Shipwreck Certificates— are simple: 

mementos of your diving experiences. 1. Come to Bermuda this fall | 
The Bermuda dive operators, in coopera- or winter. 

tion with the Bermuda Department of 


2. Stay at any hotel or cottage of your choice. 
Tourism, are offering—absolutely free—a set 


| . Dive with any of da’s five di 
of six beautifully designed certificates printed 3. Dive with any of Bermuda’s five dive operators 


= on parchment like paper and suitable for fram- i esol hele: per ign eek: ded abe 


fsix of B aa ite eae aaa earl ve a os 5. You will be awarded a signed Bermuda Shipwreck 
of six of Bermuda’s most popular wreck dives and provides a Certificate documenting your dive. 


brief history of the wreck. 

The 1996 series of Bermuda Shipwreck Certificates include Bermuda Shipwreck Certificates will be available and issued 
the Constellation, Cristobal Colon, Hermes, Mary Celestia, by any of Bermuda’s five dive operators, conveniently located 
Minnie Breslauer and the Pelinaion. at six different dive centre locations. 


BERMUDA DIVE OPERATORS 


Hamilton Princess Hotel 


Robinson’s Marina P.O. Box HM237 Grotto Bay Beach Hotel 
P.O. Box SN 165 ert yaavaserduae eta | P.O. Box WK 658 
Southampton SN BX, Bermuda Warwick WK BX, Bermuda 


OT 
(441) 234-1034 Soithastiproniaaieess (441) 293-7319 


(441) 234-3561 (fax) (441) 238-2332 (441) 295-2421 (fax) 
(441) 234-5180 (fax) | 


Darrell’s Wharf 
1 Harbour Road Sonesta Beach Resort 
Paget PG 01, Bermuda } P.O. Box PG 38 
(441) 236-6339 Paget PG BX, Bermuda 
(441) 236-8926 (fax) Bermuda Department (441) 238-1833 
Toll free: 1-888-DO A DIVE of Tourism (441) 236-0394 (fax) 
ey Dera cnt soe | (800) 821-1199 
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BERMUDA SHIPWRECKS 


he Mary Celestia was a swift little 

side paddlewheeler designed specif- 
ically to elude the Union blockade of 
Confederate sea ports in the South. She 
was a ship cloaked in mystery and in- 
trigue—a ship of multiple identities. She 
made her runs under numerous aliases, 
including Mary Celeste, Marie Celeste, 
Mary Celestia and Bijou—all in an effort 
to evade the attention of Union spies 


lViar fe 


had paid the pilot to deliberately sink the 
vessel. The entire story of this elusive 
blockade runner can be found at Ber- 
muda’s Maritime Museum. 

The wreck of this paddlewheeler lies 
one-half mile off Bermuda’s south shore 
and is visited by nearly all of the island’s 
dive operators. She lies in an upright posi- 
tion in a natural sand hole surrounded by 
coral reef and rock formations. Depth to 
the sand bottom is 56 feet and much of 
the vessel’s hull is buried under the sand. 


Jeo 


haa 


Bermuda’s Elusive B 
Runner from the Am 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


who were tracking shipping activities. 

She was a privately owned vessel, built 
in England and chartered to the Con- 
federacy for the delivery of medical sup- 
plies, food, arms and ammunition. Built 
during the American Civil War, she was 
225 feet in length, equipped with two fun- 
nels and two masts. Her paddlewheels 
were state of the art design—hinged and 
controlled by tie rods that rotated each 
oaddle as it propelled the vessel. 

On September 6, 1864, the Mary 
Celeste left port in Bermuda, bound for 
Wilmington, North Carolina, with a cargo 
of rifles, ammunition, bacon and other 
merchandise. She cleared the channel 
and was cruising along the south shore 
at 13 knots. Under the guidance of har- 
bor pilot John Virgin, she edged closer to 
shore to disembark the ship’s owner and 
the pilot. Although visibility was excellent, 
the blockade runner struck a reef and 
sank within eight minutes. A subsequent 
investigation charged that Federal spies 


The largest piece of wreckage is a huge 
iron boiler and fire box almost 20 feet high 
and 25 feet in length. At the bottom of the 
boiler are four fire doors through which the 
crew once shoveled coal. Just aft of the 
boiler is the ship’s engine and beyond that 
are bits and pieces of the hull and stern. 

Yet, the strangest aspect of this wreck 
is a structure that resembles a miniature 
Ferris wheel standing upright in the sand. 
It is actually the metal frame of the ship’s 
starboard paddlewheel—fixed in an up- 
right position and still attached to Its drive 
shaft. Not far away, on the port side of 
the hull, is the other paddlewheel lying 
flat on the sand bottom. This is the only 
wreck | have ever seen with an upright 
opaddlewheel. 

Other points of interest include a piece 
of the bow lying on its port side and an an- 
chor way off in the sand on the starboard 
side. While divers have discovered all 
sorts of artifacts on this vessel, such as 
pewter mugs, no one has ever seen any 
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rifles. At certain times of the year, just after 
a storm or hurricane, much of the sand is 
swept away—revealing the entire outline 
of the ship’s hull and perhaps some clue 
to the whereabouts of her missing cargo. 

The best time to dive Bermuda's ship- 
wrecks and coral reefs is during the fall— 
September, October and November. The 
water is still warm (71 to 81°F) and the 
visibility, exceptional. This is also the off- 
season for Bermuda hotels and room 
rates are considerably reduced. = 
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+H Mary Celestia 


BERMUDA DIVE OPERATORS 


The Mary Celestia is just one of dozens of ship- 
wrecks awaiting exploration. If you are interested 
in visiting Bermuda and diving its wrecks, contact _ 

any one of Bermuda’s dive operators: 


P.O. Box SN 165 

Southampton SN BX, Bermuda 
(441) 234-1034 

(441) 234-3561 (fax) 


Darrell’s Wharf 

1 Harbour Road 

Paget PG 01, Bermuda 
(441) 236-6339 

(441) 236-8926 (fax) 


P.O. Box HM237 

Hamilton HM AX, Bermuda 
(441) 238-2332 

(441) 295-9485 

(441) 234-5180 (fax) 


Sonesta Beach Resort 
Southampton, Bermuda 
(441) 238-1833 

(441) 236-0394 (fax) 


P.O. Box WK 658 
Warwick WK BX, Bermuda 
(441) 293-7319 

(441) 295-2421 (fax) 








SECRET SEA 
BY TAMARA COLLINS 


hotojournalists Burt Jones and 
Maurine Shimlock invite readers to 
peruse the result of a personal and pro- 
fessional odyssey that brought them to 
the far reaches of the world in search of 
awe Inspiring images and untold tales 
held with the boundless sea. Inspi- 
rational, informative and enlightening, the 
text and images set within the pages of 
Secret Sea blend flawlessly in a celebra- 
tion of the intricate relationships of the 
ocean's inhabitants. 
Superior construction, an aesthetically 
pleasing design and 164 pages of thick, 
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BURT JONES & MAURINE SHIMLOC K 





luxurious paper create the ideal show- 
case for 159 full color, breathtaking pho- 
tographs. Each photo resonates with an 
incredible variety of life and environment 
in the exotic aquatic worlds of the 
Solomon Islands, Malaysia, Padua New 
Guinea, Indonesia and more. 

You may have already explored the sea 
on scuba or snorkel but you probably 
haven't seen the hidden wonders frozen 
for our enjoyment by Jones and 
Shimlock. Their cameras and text shed 
light on the seas’ wide angle vistas, hid- 
den corners and secret minutia that we 
may skim over in the haste of a dive. Have 
you ever seen an eviscerating corallimor- 
oharian, the abstract, swirling colors of an 
anemone mouth or the swirling spiral of a 
crinoid arm? In the Secret Sea sharks 
cruise the limitless blue, fish peer from 
photos with a comical caricature of a hu- 
man face, turtles mate and cleaner 
wrasse work diligently in the open mouth 
of a Coral Trout. The macro lens takes us 
into the worlds within worlds, such as a 
soft coral colony that harbors myriad 
creatures too tiny for the naked eye. 
Supporting the eloquent prose that de- 
scribes Jones and Shimlock’s journey are 
ohoto captions with a brief description, 
identification or vignette that illustrates the 
scene and weaves the photographs into 
a tale of the behavior and interdepen- 
dence of the creatures of the sea. 

Secret Sea, a 12 by 12 inch hard cov- 
er book, is available for $85 through 
Fourth Day Publishing, Inc., P.O. Box 
6768, 4067 Broadway, San Antonio, 
Texas 78209; (210) 824-8099, fax (210) 
820-3522, *8® 
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WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT US: 

e “Top 5 Resort Rating” 

e “Best dive vacation we ever had” 
e “Wonderful, magnificent” 

e “Great staff and service” 

e “Blessed by Mother Nature” 





WHAT WE SAY: 
¢ Over 50% repeat guests 

e Magnificent Spanish villa in tropical paradise 

e Excellent service and great cuisine | 
e 4 Custom Dive Boats, Tennis, Freshwater Pool, Gym_| 


° Great variety of diving—Walls, Pinnacles, 
Shipwrecks, Volcanic Caves 


e Easy diving—S to 20 minutes to dive sites 


POSADA DEL SOL 
VIVUIVOTUPPONY 


1-800-642-3483 ° (407) 624-3483 


| 1201 HIGHWAY ONE, SUITE 210, NORTH PALM BEACH, FL 33408 | 
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Introducing Bermuda’.... 


SCUBA LOOK 


A DIVISION OF ENTERPRISE SUBMARINE LIMITED 


Discover Bermuda’s superb diving...and the island’s newest resort dive centre. 
Here is a whole new way to dive and explore many of Bermuda’s seldom dived wrecks... 


¢ The only dive centre located at Bermuda’s historic East End, and 
less than a 20 minute boat ride to many seldom dived shipwrecks 








































* Operating Scuba Look, the island's largest, fastest and most 
comfortable dive boat—45 ft./16 ft. beam/15 knots/dive ladder 


¢ Full service dive centre on the beach at Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, 
just a few steps from your room, pool or snack bar 


¢ Two-tank boat dive scheduled every morning, certified PADI 
instructors, knowledgeable dive guides, licensed boat captains 


* Close to the airport—near Marriott's Castle Harbour Resort 


¢ Large, comfortable beach resort—complete with white sand beach, 
protected swimming area, dining room, freshwater swimming 
pool, cable color TV, a major movie every night, 
nearby shopping, sightseeing and restaurants at } 
historic St. George’s 


¢ Dive Bermuda’s beautiful coral reefs and explore 
these fascinating shipwrecks... 


Pelinaion 385 ft. Greek steamer 

Rita Zovetto 400 ft. Italian cargo steamer 

Beaumaris Castle 202 ft. English iron bark Call now and 
Col. William G. Ball 120 ft. American motor yacht ask about our 
Cristobal Colon 499 ft. Spanish luxury liner special off-season 
Iristo 250 ft. Norwegian freighter low rates for diving 


Bermuda in September, 
Oecnsmusiines 
or December 







A DIVISION OF ENTERPRISE SUBMARINE LIMITED 


at Grotto Bay Beach Hotel 
Hamilton Parish CR 04, Bermuda e Ph: 441-293-7319 © Fax: 441-295-2421 
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BONAIRE, DUTCH CARIBBEAN 
The best of both worids. 


The Great Adventures dive vaca- 
tion offers something most dive 
packages don’t — lots of things to 
keep your non-diving companion 
busy while you're busy diving! 
¢ Snorkeling off our white 

sand beach 

Swimming * Tennis 

Bicycling * Fishing 

Dining or lounging at one of 

our three restaurants and bars 


And, at the spa — fitness classes, 
hikes and bikes, massage, body 
treatments and more. 


Two boats leave daily (plus night 
dives) with PADI and NAUI 
reat trained instructors. Call today 
Adventur e S for dive package details. 
7 Night Package 
At FARBOUR VILLAGE $935 4/14 thru 12/14/96 


Rates are per person, double occupancy. 





Toll Free: 800-868-7477 Phone: (305) 567-0349 Fax: (305) 567-9659 


http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/harbour-village.html or e-mail: harbourvil @aol.com 
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Provo Turks & Caicos Islands Presents 


1996 fg Diving Readers ‘chakce “Top Five Award Winner” 
Our first-class facilities are either on property or only a short ride away 
from your hotel room. You pick the package—we' Il take you to the finest. 


- ve ; Pi ella = diving in the Turks & Caicos— oot gece apg free + fun! 


| al PICKERING’ s 





(809) 946- 4232 ° : FAX: ($09) 941 -5296 | 
(954) 467-3460 ° FAX: (954) 467-7544 g 
P.O. Box 350154 » Fort Lauderdale, FL 333355 
e-mail: proturtl@car 1DSU | 
RATES VALID THRU DECEMBER o 
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WONDERS OF THE REEF: 
DIVING WITH THE 
CAMERA 
BY TY SAWYER 


tephen Frink, a leading expert in un- 

derwater photography, reveals his 
secrets and practical techniques for 
capturing the stunning beauty of under- 
sea life in his new book, Wonders of the 
Reef: Diving With a Camera. Using 
exquisite color photographs from fasci- 
nating sites around the world, Frink dis- 
cusses the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of a wide variety of equipment un- 
der myriad conditions, the best locations 


va of the REEF 


tH Frak 


for capturing exciting sea life and color- 
ful flora, and the most appropriate gear 
to bring along. 

The easygoing and highly readable 
text not only enhances the magnificent 
photographs but enables the reader to 
thoroughly understand the capabilities of 
the equipment. 

This elegant book can be enjoyed as 
both an invaluable resource and a richly 
illustrated and intimate tour of the ocean 
realm. 

Wonders of the Reef: Diving With a 
Camera, by Stephen Frink, 160 pages 
with 125 full color illustrations, 8% by 11% 
hardcover. Available for $39.95 plus $6 
shipping and handling from Water- 
House. For more information, call (800) 
272-9122, fax (805) 451-5147. = 


ANTHONY’S KEY 
RESORT 
(Continued from Page 105) 


AKR also offers a series of land/sea 
adventure packages and activities as di- 
verse as Scuba diving and mainland eco- 
logical and archaeological tours. Com- 
bining recreation, education and discov- 
ery experiences is the special expertise of 
this paradisiacal Bay Islands resort. 

For more information and or reserva- 
tions, contact Bahia Tours, 6840 SW 














unspoiled 
je PHOVE, 


z a : 
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“Cn q little more than an hour 
from Miami. 


one FREE affernoon or night dive 


for fravel befween 
April 21 & September 30;.1996 TURQUOISE REEF 


Hotel & Dive 
Packages sfart as 
low as “$414 


For additional Resor information on Turquoise Reef, call: (800) 992-2015 


"April 21, 1996 thru December 21, 1996, prices subject to change 
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SHARKS” DOLPHINS _ 
GRAND BAHAI 


The Dolp hin Dive isa 
magical open ocean scuba encounter 
with man’s best marine friend, the 
Atlantic Bottlenose dolphin. Along a 
shallow coral reef, divers have the 
rare chance to interact with a 
dolphin in their natural habitat. 
Sparkling clear water provides the 
ultimate photo-op for underwater 
still photographers and video 
enthusiasts alike. 





Shark Junction isan 
adrenaline pumping experience where 
a dozen or more Caribbean reef sharks 

typically surround the UNEXSO 

staff diver. They are attracted to the 
scene by years of hand-feeding to assure 
a reliable interaction. Shark Junction — 
_ brings this apex predator up-close-and- — 

- personal. For the ultimate video 

souvenir, UNEXSO photo pros are 
on hand to document the adventure. 


THEO’S Wreck is an intact a 
230 foot freighter on the edge of a wee 
_ dramatic vertical wall. Adorned with 
colorful encrusting sponge and coral, 
and home to moray eels and 
butterflyfish, this massive shipwreck 
is in only 100 feet of water. 


While experienced divers thrill 
to dives like these, UNEXSO offers 
| complete programs for the beginning 
diver as well, including a full range of — 
specialty courses, PADI and NAUI 
certification programs, and referrals. 
Enjoy a world of tropical dive adventure 
with those who do it best... the 
Explorers Society! 
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On Grand Bahame Isiand, you will be gregied ny 
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Our island is embraced by beautiful turquoise waters. Windsurfing and sail- 
ing, snorkeling and glassbottom boating, parasailing and jet skiing are just 
some of the water sports available. 


Ride the sea horses down tree-lined trails to a deserted beach where you 
are free to gallop along the sand and surf. 


Paddle sea kayaks through mangrove creeks, take in wildlife, and enjoy a 
picnic lunch on an island beach. 


Our island boasts three 18-hole USGA-rated championship golf courses. 
Lush and well manicured, these public courses ensure ideal golfing 
conditions year-round. 


The Dolphin Experience offers a “Close Encounter” perfect for the whole 
Flv/Dive Vacations Include: family. lake a short boat ride to Sanctuary Bay. Learn about, and even 
y/Dive Vacations Include: touch these dolphins, as you wade in waist-deep water. 


e Nonstop roundtrip escorted flights via ee —— 
: i : Go for a ride in the DeepStar submarine that will give you a spectacular 


baker Une : view of our seascape. 
e Superior Accommodations at the 


Bahamas Princess Resort and Casino Relaxing is also encouraged. 


Ca clalsyicinsmec lal stele fer=\°/em ar-lareliiare In our outdoor SEP RING plazas and markets, you will find everything from 
© Advance hotel registration fine jewelry and china To duty-free liquor and exotic perfumes. In the 
(except Ft. Lauderdale) International Bazaar, stroll through colorful archways along cobblestone 
paths that lead to quaint and cozy restaurants and shops representing 








Diving with the famous Underwater countries from around the globe. 
Explorers Society includes: Port Lucaya Marketplace is in a picturesque waterfront setting, with live 
e 4 single tank dives (excluding arrival & entertainment and dancing nightly in the main square. Boat lovers wil 
departure days) glimpse the impressive array of luxurious yachts anchored there. 
e Tanks, airfills, weights and belt included ae) all of the native straw markets located throughout Freeport and 
ucaya! 
Dy “TT NIgnt Fiy/Dive If you are looking to play craps, blackjack, roulette or mini-baccarat, 
Vacation Non-stop from: you'll find it all at the Princess and the Lucayan Casinos. 
Baltimore, Cincinnati, Cleveland, md natural wonecls mee ice island tera ole We eee Le le 
ucayan National Park there is a rustic wooden boardwalk where you 
i: eauaenoa'e: eM NEW NONE can walk over a mangrove creek to a magnificent unspoiled beach. 
Raleigh/Durham, Richmond Ride in an open jeep fo inland blue holes, prehistoric caverns and 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY! deserted beaches. 
[- 800-99 )P = D IVE From the east end to the west end, you will find the Grand Bahamians to 
, : be genuinely warm and friendly. They are always eager to offer you 


advice, whether you need directions to a remote beach or are trying to 


Prineess Vaeations find the best conch salad on the island! 


The tour division of Princess Hotels International 


UNDERWATER yacation ts here; accommodations. orel & . i. 
: 7 les | / : Te ‘ae ij é i 4 7 on e. > yc 








U N E X S O 


-35 1-9889 





“Rate per person, dbl occupancy, Country Club superior . a 

from Memphis. Effective May 17-June 25 and August 20-30. call for air/ hotel/ diving l 

Transfers, Hotel, U.S. Govt. taxes and Memphis airport fee ' - wal 
($47/3 nites) added to payment. $18 Bahamas departure tax 8 | j i> 4 Pi - DIV E or 9 
and airport fee not included. Subject to change, availability, ilies . a ae ome si il a 
terms and conditions. Additional rates and dates available 

on request. Prices vary by departure city, length of stay, *April 7 thru December 15, 1996 
and season. 
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40th Street, #208, Miami, FL 33155; 
(800) 227-DIVE, (305) 666-1997, fax 
(305) 666-2292. You can visit on the 
Internet at bahia@gate.net; the Web Site 
address is http://www.empg.com /bahia- 
tours. =3 


DIVE PARADISE 
(Continued from Page 101 


with marine life; and famous Palancar 
Reef, actually a number of sites along a 
mammoth canyon and wall. The dive 
procedure in Cozumel is drift diving with 
the group riding along in the current. 
Dive Paradise offers an array of dive 
packages with several hotels: the 
Barracuda, offering economy and com- 
fortable accommodations; the Plaza Las 
Glorias, a five star oceanfront property; 
and the Fiesta Inn, a spacious, four star 
hotel. All are just south of San Miguel . A 
little farther south and closer to the pop- 
ular reefs is the Fiesta Americana 





Mexicana Airlines offers convenient flights 
to Cozumel from several U.S. gateways. 


Cozumel Reef, one of Cozumel’s finest 
hotels. Packages with or without airfare 
can be booked through Tropical 
Adventures at (800) 247-3483; (206) 
441-3483 (WA); e-mail 1038520.2014 
@compuserve.com or Ocean Connec- 
tion at (800) 568-5332; (713) 996-7800 
(TX) or fax (713) 996-1556. = 


00000000] 








DivE KADAVU KATANA Beiger Cor- 
RECTION: [he August issue of SKIN DIVER 
included misleading information about 
Dive Kadavu’s dive schedule. Guests may 
opt for up to four dives each day: 

1. Two morning dives. 

2. One dive in the morning, one dive in 
the afternoon and a night dive. 

3. Two dives in the morning, one dive in 
the afternoon and a night dive. 

4. Two dives in the morning and a night 
dive. 

We apologize for any incovenience this 
may have caused. For more information 
on Dive Kadavu Matana Resort, contact 
Tropical Adventures Travel at (800) 247- 
3483; (206) 441-3483 or fax (206) 441- 
5431. You can e-mail 1038520.2014 
@compuserve.com. = 
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a snorkel away from the bar liquel 


Rentals 


; Beautiful 2 and 3 
One week ... all food... ys bedroom oceanfront 
unlimited diving . . CH . vacation rentals on Roatan, 


wit dal wt Re Honduras Bay Islands. 
Pere eee et ce Dive and meal plans available. 


from the beach. Top rated in a For more information, call 
the Caribbean . ee Wi 1°800°282°8932. 


Travel arrangements 


1°800°28298932 


Peer nan ear * H 0 nN du r 4 o! 
ee NS He Call 1°800°282°8932 


Current Honduras Bay 
A Island Ol conditions: 
(9) 


oN ° 


PO BOX 877 
SAN ANTONIO 


CoCo VIEW Resour es 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands ge i 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Western Caribb 


g ~ Reservations 
(800)282°8932 


http://www.roatan.com/utilalodge.htm 
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Dive Center 


Expenence the Real Fiorida Keys! 
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The Diving 
and 
Snorkeling 
Capital of 
Belize 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY RICK FREHSEE 


Above right: At the northern end of 
the barrier reef and a few miles east 
of the Belize mainland, Ambergris 
Caye’s San Pedro Town supports 
numerous restaurants, hotels and 
a resident population of 2,500. 
Above far right: Front Street, San 
Pedro’s main drag. Right: A day trip 
to the mainland brings guests to 
the ancient Maya city of Altun Ha. 
Far right: Hol Chan Marine Reserve 
is a pristine site regularly visited 

by San Pedro’s dive operators. 
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magine a narrow, palm-fringed island that 

stretches across the turquoise Caribbean 
like a string of pearls. A white sand beach 
borders the island on its sea- 
ward side, disappearing from 
view in both directions. 
Offshore a wisp of foam 
marks the crest of golden 
reefs, which also run north 
and south seemingly to infini- 
ty. Dive boats, numerous 
enough for an easy ride to the 
reefs but never so many they 
crowd the waters, skim 
across the lagoon. There is 
habitation here; both a little fishing village and 
a’tourist town blend seamlessly. There are 
hotels, shops, restaurants and more for visi- 
tors but the streets are sand and there’s 
nothing taller than a palm tree. In the late af- 
ternoons and evenings, the little town comes 
alive; residents and visitors both enjoy their 
paradisiacal island exhibiting the respect and 
friendship that has made Ambergris Caye a 
model dive/tourist destination. 

Ambergris Caye is the largest of Belize’s 
many offshore islands. More than 25 miles 
long and often less than one-half mile wide; 
it appears like a string of tiny cayes con- 
nected by a white sand beach. Ambergris is 
actually a caye only by the virtue of the an- 
cient Maya who once inhabited these 
shores. These sea traders and island hop- 
pers of the past dug a narrow canal at the 
northern end, separating Ambergris from 
the southern end of the Yucatan Peninsula. 
One-half to three-quarters of a mile offshore 











































is the longest and most species diversified 
coral reef in the Western Hemisphere—the 
Great Belize Barrier Reef, part of the Maya 
or Great Western Barrier Reef that runs from 
Mexico almost to South America. Am- 
bergris Caye and the Belize Barrier Reef 
have formed along the seaward edge of a 
fault line that parallels the country of Belize. 

The reef is continuous and only interrupt- 
ed occasionally by narrow, mostly shallow 
channels that allow boat access to the out- 
side. The beach runs nearly parallel to the 
reef for many miles; at Rocky Point it reach- 
es out and actually become part of the reef. 
Boca Bacalar Chico is the ancient man- 
made channel that barely separates 
Ambergris from the Xcalac (Yucatan) 
Peninsula. This is Belize’s offshore border 
with Mexico. 

Ambergris Caye can be divided into three 
geographical sections from west to east: a 
leeward area of extensive mangrove marsh- 
es, creeks and lagoons; a plateau in the 
north called Basil Jones; and the cemented 
sand ridges that comprise most of the is- 
land, including the area where San Pedro 
Town is located. 


THE BELIZE BARRIER REEF 
According to authorities such as Charles 
Darwin (1830s) and Jacques-Yves Cou- 
steau (1970s), this is the longest barrier reef 
and the most spectacular coral environment 
in the entire Caribbean. Inside the reef are 
flats, bays and lagoons. 
The water is usually shallow (except for 
some inconspicuous blue holes), with an 
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LIGHTHOUSE REEF/BLUE HOLE 


This one day trip departs ear- 
ap. ly in the morning, with the 
boat speeding out to the fa- 


mous Blue Hole at Lighthouse Reef. 
Guests make three dives during the day 
and have lunch on an island. Two of the 
dives will be at Lighthouse Reef (includ- 
ing the Blue Hole); the last dive is usually 
at the northern part of the Turneffe Island 
on the way back to Ambergris Caye. 


THE MAYA SITE OF ALTUN HA 
The trip to Altun Ha takes one 
day and is part river trip and 
part mainland touring. Guests 
leave in the morning and take a river trip 
to Altun Ha to see the Temple of the 
Masonry Altars, where the largest single 
piece of carved jade was found. On the 
way back to Ambergris, guests usually 
stop at The Maruba Spa Resort to swim 
and have lunch. 


LIGHTHOUSE REEF, 

THE BLUE HOLE, HALFMOON CAYE 
AND TURNEFFE ISLANDS 

This is an unhurried overnight trip 

in which guests dive two of 

me ©Belize’s atolls and visit Halfmoon 

Caye National Monument. During the trip 
guests can make six dives, which will in- 
clude the Blue Hole, Halfmoon Caye Wall, 
Long Caye Wall, northern Lighthouse and 
two dives at northern Turneffe. There is an 
overnight at Halfmoon Caye, allowing 
guests to explore the island and see the 
rare red footed boobie birds. Ask about 
the feeding of Nurse Sharks at Halfmoon 
Caye during this trip. 


























A beachside island paradise 
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Daily tours to the Mayan Ruins of Belize 


mp dol )gilaleromaal=Muliaiaar-Vecmlamel\lale m-leler-lcemelel maton Madtem-y-ami-y-liblalale me) als 
day trips to Lighthouse Reef, 
the Blue Hole & Turneffe 


Relive the memory with a custom made 
video from Joe Miller Photo Pro Center. 


Feel [he MASIC 


Call 1-800-Magic 15 fe Caye, Bdise 


601-649-1990 « fax 601-649-1996 


Belize’s Most Highly 
Kecommended Travel Service 






8 PROMOTIONAL PRICES IN 
2>SEPTEMBER FOR AMBERGRIS CAYE | 


| 800-741-2178 


E-mail: scuba @ skindiver.com 
http://www.skindiver.com 
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Offers world-class dive programs, 
Skin Diver specials, mainland and 
out island expeditions, discount 
airfares and 12 years experience! 


BELIZE TRAVEL REPS 
1-800-451-8017 or 713-367-3386 
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AMBERGRIS CAYE 


BELIZE 
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800-234-5678 











emerald or blue-green tinge. Outside the 
reef, the water deepens quickly and is a 
dark cobalt or royal blue. The reef ap- 
pears as a narrow golden line dividing 
the shades of blue. 

Only at Ambergris Caye do you find 
the combination of a lengthy, populated 
island running so close to the barrier 
reef. Here is amammoth reef system 
running solid, mile after mile. The crystal 
Caribbean Sea provides a clear looking 
glass for viewing the marvelous marine 
life of this amazing reef. Location and 
reef structure come together to make 
Ambergris Caye “the diving and snorkel- 
ing capital of Belize.” 


ISLAND HISTORY 

This first recorded European contact 
with Ambergris Caye was made by 
Spanish explorers in 1508. 

Prior to that, in pre-hispanic times, 
Ambergris Caye was the home of 
dozens of small Maya trade bases that 
served the important ocean-going ca- 
noe trade route from Mexico to Hon- 
duras. Remnants and relics of this trade 
route, such as the small ruins of Marco 
Gonzalez at the southern end of Am- 
bergris Caye, are testament to the is- 
land’s ancient civilization. 

Shortly after the arrival of Europeans, 
the original native population suc- 
Cumbed to conquest and disease and 
abandoned the island. Ambergris, how- 
ever, did not remain deserted for long. 
By the start of the 17th century, the is- 
land became a haven for Dutch, English 
and French pirates. Many buccaneer 
place names around Ambergris—and 
the occasional gold coin or old bottle 
washed up on the beach—are the re- 
mains of pirate times. Permanent British 
settlement took place in 1828; Am- 
bergris, as well as much of modern 
Belize, participated in an early logwood, 
chicle and mahogany industry. 

A major contribution to Ambergris 
Caye’s current population came after 
1848 when hundreds of Yucatecan 
Maya migrated to the island, escaping a 
caste war. It is the combination of multi- 
ethnical influences from Belize and past 
migrations of Mexican-Maya that lends 
to Ambergris its unique modern flavor. 


THE ISLAND TODAY 
After a stimulating if fragile period of 
prosperity as a fishing center, little San 
Pedro turned to tourism in the mid- 
1960s. Since that time hotels, restau- 











rants, lounges, gift shops, diving and 
fishing operations, boats and guides 
have developed steadily. Today, tourism 
is the island’s economic pillar, however, 
residents have been very successful in 
keeping San Pedro an enchanting and 
charming haven. Most of the rest of the 
island is nearly uninhabited. 

Hotels, while they do not crowd the 
waterfront, string along San Pedro and 
the beaches just to the south and north. 
A variety of accommodations are avail- 
able, from modern marina hotels and 
yacht clubs to beautiful island clubs and 
villas to small, centrally located hotels and 
guesthouses, on and off the beach. 
Condominiums, time shares and island 
houses are popular with small groups 
and families. 

Another fundamental of island culture 
is food. San Pedranos have inherited 
from their Maya ancestors dishes that in- 
clude tortillas, beans, mole, rellenos and 
tamalitos. A second influence comes 
from island life itself; seafood, coconut 
and tropical fruits. Visitors have added a 
final influence—hot dogs, hamburgers, 
pizza and ice cream are also readily avail- 
able. In addition to hotel eateries, inde- 
pendent restaurants are also numerous. 

Transportation requirements on Am- 
bergris are minimal—walking is the most 
popular method of getting around, sup- 
plemented by bicycle and golf cart 
rentals. Boat rides are available for longer 
sojourns or for hotels outside town. 


GETTING THERE 
Belize, with its many mainland and off- 
shore assets, iS a pDOpular ecotouristic 
destination. TACA serves Belize Inter- 
national Airport with modern Boeing jets 
direct from Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 








Uae : es SEheiad 
from Los Angeles 

Fifteen minute flights on intracountry air- 
lines (mostly twin prop aircraft), service 
San Pedro/Ambergris from both the Belize 
International and the Belize Municipal ev- 
ery hour of daylight. Proof of citizenship is 
necessary to enter Belize, a $15 (U.S.) de- 
parture tax is payable when you leave. ($1 
U.S. equals $2 Belize—both dollars are 
accepted most anywhere in Belize.) 


DIVE OPERATORS 

A range of diving services is available 
from nearly every hotel and from inde- 
pendent operators centered in or near 
downtown San Pedro. Services include 
dedicated dive resorts, hotels with dedi- 
cated dive operations, independent full 
service operations and qualified inde- 


and San Francisco. 
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TACA offers non-stop daily 
service to Belize from Miami, 
New Orleans, and Houston, with 
convenient connections from 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
Fly on a modern fleet of Boeing 
767’s and 737’s and experience 
our world class, complimentary 
on-board service. 


Serving Belize for over 50 years! 


Belize. Of course 
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rush... a rush 


For reservations and information 24 hours a day 


1-800-535-8780 
or for booking diving groups 1-800-535-6879 


US ALL 
AIRLINES 





Love at first flight! 
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with the best service 
with the lowest prices 
with 25 years experience 


BELIZE @ BONAIRE @ CAYMAN 
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CURACAO @ DOMINICA 
GUANAJA @ ROATAN @ SABA 
ST. LUCIA @ TURKS & CAICOS 


1-800-328-5285 


5610 Rowland Road #100, Minnetonka, MN 55343 


FAX: (612) 931-0209 www.godiving.com 
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pendent boat operators and guides. 
Several high quality day boats and live- 
aboards are also available. Many opera- 
tors are full service facilities offering trips, 
tours, packages, retail, rental and a vari- 
ety of instruction. A professional photo/ 
video service is available in town and at 
selected resorts. A typical Ambergris dive 
operator is on or near one of the many 
finger docks that extend from Ambergris. 
beaches. It will have a shop, wet storage, 
boat docking and launching available. 
Ambergris Caye dive boats are assorted 
in length and design; a 26 to 28 foot twin 
outboard custom vessel is the standard 
generally available. Dive trips include 
morning and afternoon one and two tank 
dives, night dives, all day picnic dives or 
overnight trios (Ambergris, Caye Caulker, 
the Turneffe Islands or Lighthouse Reef). 


ISLAND DIVE ENVIRONMENT 

Coral reefs of gold and green break the 
surface of the shallows while immense, 
yawning canyons plunge toward the 
abyss. This is the broad and diverse un- 
derwater environment available to visitors 
of Ambergris Caye. Popular dive sites in- 
clude two categories: biologically profuse 
reefs and sea gardens in the shallows; 
mountainous reefs scalloped by both 
wide canyons and narrow fissures in the 
deep. Special dive sites include marine 
life focus locations, shipwrecks and en- 
trance caverns to blue holes. All day or 
overnight trips to northern Ambergris, the 
southern barrier reef, the Turneffe Island 
and Lighthouse Reef Atolls access a vari- 
ety of world-class dive sites. 

Ambergris Caye’s most famous dive 
site, for good reason, is the shallows and 
mid-water depths within the Hol Chan 
Marine Reserve. [his reserve, although 
focusing on the coral reef, also includes 
important Seagrass and mangrove nurs- 
eries closeby, thus ensuring the general 
health of the reserve. The walls of the reef 
channel are lined with stands of golden 
Elkhorn Coral and immense mounds and 
pinnacles of star, starlet and brain coral. 
It is the rich and diverse marine life living 
in the cut, which includes beautiful an- 
gelfish, inquisitive groupers and friendly 
Green Moray Eels, that is the attraction. 
Hol Chan is a popular day or night dive or 
snorkel site. 

A short distance south of Hol Chan is a 
shallow sand and reef flat area known as 
Shark-Ray Alley. Here is a unique as- 
semblage of Nurse Sharks and Southern 
Stingrays that often mix and mingle with 
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Reserve 


divers and snorkelers. The medium-sized 
sharks and rays buzz the bottom and 
move in and out in circles or figure eights 
among the amazed visitors. 

Closeby is anew Ambergris dive site, 
the wreck of the Amigos in 60 to 70 feet 
of water. Sunk recently by Ambergris 
dive operators as a dive attraction, the 
shipwreck, a 70 foot island freighter, is 
complemented by a series of underwater 
canyons nearby. 

Another spectacular shallow coral gar- 
den is Mexico Rocks. This site, a short 
distance north of San Pedro, includes a 
vast area of shallow coral heads decorat- 
ed by seafans and soft corals. Closeby is 
the Cave of Xibalba, a blue hole with 
clouds of fish guarding the entrance. 
Several small shipwrecks are also found 
in the same area. 

Experienced divers will enjoy the outer 
reefs, pinnacles and walls associated 
with the ocean side of the barrier reef. 
Here, at sites such as M and M Ca- 
verns, Mata Canyons, Palmero Can- 
yon and Punta Azul Canyons, are un- 
believably huge coral formations pene- 





trated by a complex of caves, caverns, 
canyons, fissures and overhangs. Often, 
on the outer barrier reef, divers swim in- 
side as well as outside these mammoth 
undersea mountains. 


ADDITIONAL THINGS TO DO 

Visitors to Ambergris Caye will never run 
out of things to see or do. There is a better 
selection of underwater and topside ad- 
ventures, diversions and discoveries than 
is available perhaps at any other 
Caribbean dive destination. Divers can se- 
lect from not only 40 named dive sites at 
or near Ambergris but also a great variety 
of all day and overnight trips to north 
Ambergris/Xcalac Peninsula, Caye 
Caulker, the Turneffe Islands and 
Lighthouse Reef. Off-diving hours around 
San Pedro are easily absorbed at local 
lounges and eateries. There are numerous 
gift shops and boutiques in and around 
San Pedro and at the hotels that feature 
both T-shirts and standard beach fare as 
well as high quality arts and crafts. In addi- 
tion to sculptures, ceramics and artwork 
from Mexico and Central America, there 





















The Most Complete Dive Center in All of Belize , 
affiliated with the leading resorts in Ambergris Caye dil 


BELIZE YACHT CLUB 


The Belize Yacht Club features the Splash Bar 
with breakfast and lunch, full service marina, 
freshwater pool, a fully equipped gym and 
Suites with kitchens, A/C and private balconies. 
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After a six month renovation process you 
can now enjoy the vacation of a lifetime 


Kick off your shoes and relax at 


The New Journey’s End Resort, 
Headquarters of The Belize Dive Center. 


ot eae 1-800-938-0860 
Se 6 Ph: 713-780-1566 
Fax 713-780-1726 
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Manta i innit L “Wh yitnta em 7 Day/6 Night Oceanfront, A/C — : , ‘Va : _ Specializing in 
Solcorl ralarenia  — sear’ <a accommodations, Roundtrip air “ : - — | Overnight Trips to 
One Day Trips to TIE ley ea Belize City to Ambergris including an stl 3 Lighthouse, the 


the Turneffe 7 ss te | overnight trip to the Blue Hole, - _. | . | Blue Hole & The 
: ot — Lighthouse, Turneffe, local barrier ae == | Jurneffe Islands 
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— The Sunbreeze Beach Hotel is located on the beach at the edge of San 


an feu oa Pedro town and features spacious A/C rooms, cable TV, Belize Dive 
CE CABS cil FS Center on-site, fishing boats, beach volleyball, electric carts, 
| e ! maid and laundry services and 
an in-house water purification system. 


vA gee Susperrzt 1-800-938-0860 
am oeeenner*S 011-501-26-2191 « FAX 011-501-26-2346 
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Suites that sleep from 2 to 10, fully appointed 
: kitchens, A/C, TV, freshwater swimming pool, 
; beachfront bar, kayaks and dive trips 

: leaving from our 300’ pier. 


-800-938-0860 
Ph. 011-501-26-3233 ¢ Fax 011-501-26-3399 
































are several Belize and Ambergris artists 
who have galleries in San Pedro. Really 
impressive artistic mementos are avail- 
able, including original oil and watercolor 
paintings in the popular island/primitive 
style and lifemasks from the colorful 
Garifuna (Black Carib) population. 

Dive, fishing and discovery tours 


launched from Ambergris are consider-. 


able and include a variety of private island 
picnics, Manatee watches, blue hole ex- 
peditions and mangrove snorkel tours. A 
popular weekly offering—launched from 
San Pedro—is the Altun-ha river trip. This 
provides a small group boat outing that 
enters a river from a mangrove lagoon. 
After spotting birds and butterflies along 
the way, guests land and avan takes 
them to the ancient Maya site of Altun- 
ha. Here, among the temple ruins, the 
largest carved jade figurine was found. 
Many other outings, involving either natu- 
ral and cultural sites on the mainland, can 
be arranged from Ambergris Caye. Short 
flights from San Pedro, combined with a 
van tour, can access many sites in a sin- 


gle day. Popular tours include the Maya 
sites of Lamanai-Caracol, Altun-ha and 
Xunantunich in Belize and Tikal in 
Guatemala. Caracol and Tikal were two 
of the largest and most spectacular cities 
in the ancient Maya world. 

All day or overnight dive trips to 
Lighthouse Reef Atoll access one of the 
greatest dive environments in the under- 
sea world. Lighthouse Reef, a unique 
and true coral atoll more than 12 miles 
long and from 4 to 7 miles wide, is a uni- 
verse all its own. Here, at deep sites such 
as Silver Caves and Halfmoon Caye 
Wall, divers will find a fantasy world of 
shape and color. At the Great Belize 
Blue Hole, almost in the center of Light- 
house Reef, is aworld as strange as a 
forbidden planet. At a depth of 110 to 
130 feet, divers will hang suspended be- 
neath the lip of the cavern wall, dwarfed 
by stalactites more than 30 feet long. 

With all the varied activities, there will 
be one common chain that links each 
Ambergris Caye experience to another: 
the friendliness and good humor of the 
island’s inhabitants. Here, among nu- 
merous conversations, will come the 
easy friendships that are the hallmark of 
lovely Ambergris Caye. The warmth and 
clarity of the waters of this island master- 
piece are matched by the warmth of hu- 
man encounters. This and many discov- 
eries will ensure an early return visit. = 


BELIZE: 


IT's MORE THAN JUST REEFS: 


OND MRO) a (OSU MID AUD 
INT GING ONG) DIN ONCE 0-08 Oy 
800-327-8150 


LIWHAVAD 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


-O} 
San Pedro, Ambergris Cay 
(954) 462-3400 © (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
P.O. Box 21766, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 


http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 
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AMBERGHIS CAVE 
CALENDER OF EVENTS 


January 


Annual New Year’s Eve Bash at Lion’s 
Den, Big Daddy’s Discotheque, Tackle 
Box Bar, Purple Parrot Bar and Tarzan’s 
Discotheque. 


February 


San Pedro Carnival—Slowly evolving from 
slapstick fun using powder, flour, lipstick 
and paint to tease people, to a more tradi- 
tional Mestizo carnival made up of compet- 
ing comparsas (special dances). 


March 


Baron Bliss Day—Celebrations held 
nationwide to honor this great benefactor 
of Belize. Because of his love for the sea, a 
harbor regatta is held in front of the light- 
house where he was buried. Horse and 
cycle races are also held. 


April 


Good Friday—Special Catholic Church 
services. Beginning at 3:00 pm, most 
villagers participate in a procession carry- 
ing the cross through town. 




















May 


Dia de las Madres (Mother’s Day) is cele- 
brated with a religious ceremony in the 
evening followed by a gala dinner at 
Central Park with cultural presentations. 


June 


Feast Day of St. Peter—San Pedro. 
Honoring St. Peter, the patron saint of San 
Pedro. Early morning boat parade. Boats 
and fishermen are blessed, a special mass 
is held and a fiesta/jump-up follows. 


August 


International Sea and Air Festival—San 
Pedro. A festival of music, dance and 
foods from Belize, Mexico and the 
Central American countries. 















September 


Independence Day—Numerous cultural, 
religious and sporting activities a couple 
of weeks before St. George’s Caye Day. 

St. George’s Caye Day—Celebrates and 
commemorates a battle in 1798 when the 
Spanish were defeated by slaves, Baymen 
and British soldiers. Around the country 
similar official ceremonies and parades 
take place. Caribbean-style carnivals, 
sporting activities, fire engine parade and 
pop concerts are held several days prior to 
this event. 


October 


Columbus Day (Pan American Day)— 
Regatta racing in Belize City. 











November 


Garifuna Settlement Day—Festival, mainly 
in the southernmost areas of the country, to 
mark the first arrival of the Garifuna in 1832 
in Dangriga. 


December 


Boxing Day—Parties, dance, horse races 
and some Garifuna dances are performed. 











Our NEW dedicated dive resort is located on the 
) beach in Northern Ambergris Caye, far enough 
for rest and relaxation and close enough to go 
into town for the day or evening. Our resort is 
_ outfitted with a NEW freshwater pool, NEW 
equipment, NEW tanks, NEW boats, NEW everything. 


Your all inclusive week of meals, room and diving will take you 
to the best diving in Belize. During your week you will dive the barrier reef 
of Belize, the Lighthouse reef atoll, the Blue Hole and the Turneffe atoll. 


PADI 5 Star Dive Center 
Experience the easy life of diving at 


——THE GAYE 


BEACH AND DIVE RESORT 
Call 1-800-938-0860 


or fax Belize direct at 50 1-26-3602 
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THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE 


- Special tours arranged for groups, clubs, 
couples and singles 


* Mainland tours and 











complete Jungle lodging 
* Guaranteed departures Ask 
on trips to Lighthouse, Ken&Laura <4 
The Blue Hole and to design aspecial < 
The Turneffe Islands Travel Package 
aol for you! — 








Call about our specials in 


Ambergris Caye & Belize 


Specializing in the Caribbean & Fiji 


DIVE TPRAVEL 
300-73 7-DIVE (3483) 


Ph: 708-616-9926 Fax: 708-616-0727 
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Escape and relax at THE SAN PEDRO HOLIDAY HOTEL 
Koter=| Ao Keo)awavitlelagsial mG) 4am) el aalem.ele| aie lame |« are at ae, 
days scuba diving or snorkeling with Bottom Time Divers. 
Nate) lamina ela aa lal al el agi comece)inicolamelmial-maeltit-laidie 
setting, where endless adventures... friendly, personal 


ake}-Je)ha-] 1h auwer- [arom ales -aa-104(-ni-l a amololiilelrairaaiarls 
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For reservations & information 


1-800-382-7776 


Belize Ph. 011-501-26-2014 Fax: 011-501-26-2295 
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ROCKS INN & 
AMIGOS DEL MAR 


It doesn't get any better 


ADVENTURES 


Make yourself at home on 
the beach at Rocks Inn. 
Comfortable air condi- 

tioned suites, with a bed- 

room, livingroom and full 
kitchen. Dive your days 
away with Amigos Del Mar, 
Ambergris Caye’s top notch 
dive operator known for 
friendly, personal service. 


e118) emelsl ar-leh’e-lalecvemel i c-)ar-laelelailiilim kebei-t-Cmie)mirlela-mlalielaurt-lacelar 


800-896-2398 


Special one day inland trips from 
Ambergris are also available 


e-mail:KatSSA@aol.com 
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he = 1997 U/W Photo Tours 
en on Week-long 
wh Ouper Courses 


Call/Fax/Write/E-mail for 16-Page Course Catalog 
Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for a 
ei memorable dive/photo vacation. 
wt Join our fun-loving group in: 

¢ Truk and/or Palau, October ‘96 & Oct. ‘97 
| _ * Solomon Islands trips aboard the Bilikiki 
avi 



























March, April & Aug. ‘97 
Includes tree photo course! 


all of our trips and ¢ 
P.O. Box 479, Gran 
el 809-949-7415 + Fax 809-949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
http://www.cathychurch.com 











For a free brochure of Cathy’s Breathtaking 
Underwater photos, call: 600-934-566! 





Fir hoy Cara aber a ete 
Dive Key Largo 
$459 


‘S NEW FRo; 
MAN NT) 
Ch DIVEEASTEND <* 


P SANA ee 














: Frontiers 
> 
Slip into the Florida Keys’ © —ciRik Stowe oes 
most comfortable and cozy g — 
5 Death i sf Bay DIVING CAYMAN'S EAST END 
y Ss on the ay A Pristine Diving, Small Groups, New Boat, 
~ Personal Service, Custom Packages 
A 


$555 ppdo 


71-SOO-544-6576 
CALL or FAX: (809) 947-7500 


7 nights/6 days diving from 


~ 


YCall 1-200-226-0415 
305-451-1622 

http://Florida-Keys.fl.us/kellys.htm 

e-mail: Kellysmo@aol.com 






Internet: http://www.OceanFrontiers.com 
© SD/AD 1996 
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Nitrox Now! 


Blue Holes, Shark Feeding, Dolphin 


Encounters, Rays & More! 
Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 
Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 
with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 


FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: 


300-445-3837 o 605-331-3483 


P. O. Box 39 8276, Miami Beach, Florida 33239 


|. = = = = <= i — —_ i ieee 
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GRAND CAYMAN’S 
EAST END 
(Continued from Page 39) 


deep chasms, swim-throughs and 
caves in the 50 foot range, the most 
stunning are found off East End. One site 
that captured my fancy is Snapper 
Hole, a series of deep ravines 25 to 30 
feet deep, interconnected by several 
tunnels that run through the reef’s bot- 
tom level, forming a comprehensive 
maze. Besides the large Cubera 
Snappers, which can weigh up to 45 
pounds, there is a sizable school of 
Tarpon. Measuring three to four feet, 
their bright, reflective bodies look like sil- 
very apparitions gliding among the shad- 
ows of these ancient limestone alley- 
ways. Outside the mouth of one of the 
tunnels is a huge, seven foot high anchor 
dating back to 1892, standing upright 


INFORMATION 


For more information about diving 
Grand Cayman's East End, contact: 


Cayman Diving Lodge 
P.O. Box 65600-1911 
Lubbock, TX 79464-3099 
(800) TLC-DIVE 

(806) 798-7568 (fax) 


Ocean Frontiers 
P.O. Box 30433 


Grand Cayman, BWI 

(809) 947-7500 

e-mail: Ocean@candW.ky 
http://www.OceanFrontiers.com 


Tortuga Divers 

P.O. Box 496G, East End 
Grand Cayman, BWI 
(800) 447-0309 

(809) 947-2097, 1571 
(809) 947-7669 (fax) 





and held steadfast to a large coral head. 

Geographically identical to Snapper 
Hole are several additional sites scat- 
tered around East End. Some of the 
more notable, also featuring schools of 
Tarpon, include Chub Hole, Cin- 
derella’s Castle, Grouper Grotto, 
Catacombs and Ironshore Caves. 
From July through October, large parts of 
the cave systems become chock-full of 
Silversides. When this takes place, the 
Tarpon gorge themselves, engulfing 
mouthfuls of the tiny fish as they punch 
through their ranks. 

The region’s year-round sea condi- 
tions are not what most believe them to 
be. In actuality, the average wave height 
is two to three feet; sometimes less for 
weeks on end. Even when the seas are 
less than favorable, as they can become 
during a winter coldfront, rarely is a day 
lost to bad weather. This is largely owing 
to East End’s massive, bow-shaped bar- 
rier reef. This creates a broad, protected 
body of water that begins at Old Man Bay 








on the Northside, wraps its way south 
through Collier and Gun Bay and ends at 
Frank Sound. 

Inside the reef’s protected barrier, 
the lagoon features along stretch of 
sandy shallows (six to seven feet maxi- 
mum) with a wealth of Turtle Grass and 
coral communities. Among this area’s 
list of critters, snorkelers routinely en- 
counter large Southern Stingrays and 
Eagle Rays foraging the sandy shal- 
lows. By night, the lagoon is great for 
octopus and Reef Squid sightings. 


RESORTS AND DIVE SERVICES 
Eight years ago, the choice of resorts 
and dive services on East End was limit- 
ed to one lone operation. But, the “times 
they are a changing,” with the choice of 
operations now at three. Each offers its 
own style of services and advantages. 
Following Frank Sound Road west, the 
first along the way is the Cayman Diving 
Lodge, East End’s oldest dive establish- 


HOW TO GET THERE 


Several major airlines provide direct, 
nonstop jet service to Grand Cayman. 
The island lies 480 miles south of 
Miami and flight time from this gate- 
way city is seldom more than 70 min- 
utes. Heading the list of airline services 
is the island’s official flag carrier, 


Cayman Airways, offering several di- 
rect flights from Miami, Houston, 
Tampa, Atlanta and Orlando. 





ment—owned by divers, run by divers for 
divers. While it may not be big, the lodge 
has atotal of 14 rooms andis areal 
divers’ hotel. At the water’s edge are the 
on-site diving facility, dock, boats, tanks, 
compressor, rental equipment and gear 
storage. Departing the pier around 9:00 
am for a two tank trip, the first dive is Cus- 
tomarily a guided, multi-level wall dive to 
100 feet. The second dive is typically un- 
guided, at one of the mid-reef cavern 
sites. The boat fleet is comprised of two, 
custom built, 45 foot Garcias, complete 
with large camera tables, rinse tank and 
freshwater shower. 

While the Cayman Diving Lodge might 
be considered informal (no pool or tennis 
courts; no TVs in the rooms), the accom- 
modations are clean, Spacious and air- 
conditioned. Meals are served at the out- 
door dining area overlooking the water; 
thus capitalizing on the cooling effect of 
gentle sea breezes. Because it is a rela- 
tively small operation, the staff members, 
in addition to being certified divemasters 


or instructors, wear a wide assortment of 
hats, ranging from cook to bottle washer 
to room service. 

The East End’s newest dive operation 
is Ocean Frontiers, a full service facility. It 
features Scubapro equipment in both a 
retail and rental department, booking 
services, dive boat and courtesy van. 

Ocean Frontiers utilizes a custom built, 
38 foot twin jet catamaran named Nauti- 
Cat. The boat provides two tank morning 
and afternoon trips daily. Check-in for the 
morning trip is 8:30, it leaves about one- 
half hour later and returns around 12:30 
om. Afternoon check-in is 1:00 pm. 


* Or your money hack as reviewed and 
Fy o) o] Co\V(-Yo Goh’ a oy1 9] Wlaic-laareli(e) ar] 


eee” 


Career Developmen! Center 


2% 


ay 


Again, plan to leave one-half hour later 
and return around 4:30 pm. Prices in- 
clude tanks, weights and belts, as well as 
transportation if required. Ocean 
Frontiers is currently the only East End 
operation that provides free pick-up ser- 
vice from anywhere on the island. 

Need to rent a camera or get film pro- 
cessed? No problem. In addition to run- 
ning dive services, Ocean Frontiers is 
also an agent for Cathy Church’s 
Sunset U/W Photo Centre, giving 
guests access to Cathy’s full line of 
rental photo and video equipment, as 
well as E-6 processing. 


© South East Diving Institute is a division of 
Dixie Divers 

e Florida Dive Retail Franchises Available 

eAChain of Full Service a 


Professional a, 
Dive Stores | 


800-352-7234 


OVERSEAS (561) 468-4809 ¢ FAX: (561) 466-3444 


1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 « Cursos en Espafol 
Licensed by the Florida State Board of Post Secondary Schools ® License #908 & #1731 


NOW 2 Locations! Key Largo and Ft. Pierce 
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Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures offers 
up to 4 dives daily 
including night dives, 
wrecks, sharks, walls, 
instruction & rental. 
Enjoy our private 
beach, pool, tennis. 
We're minutes from 
golf, casino & 
shopping. 






3 day/2 nt 


pkgs from 


$ 165» 


800-327-8150 
XANADU 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 





FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 

A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/xanadu.htm 
or e-mail: nealwatson(@ aol.com 








BEACH RESORT AND MARINA 


(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
(809) 352-3811 
P.O. Box 21766, 


“ Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335 


9661 G¥/CS © 
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BUDDY DIVE RESOR 


Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 


Relax at our brand new luxury 
waterfront accommodations 


— Fully furnished, one, two or three 
bedroom apartments with kitchenette 
and cable TV. 

Ideal for individuals, families or groups. 

— Meal plans optional at Buddy's Reef 

Restaurant on site. 
Dive into warm clear tropical 
waters at our fully equipped 
5 star dive center 

— Boat dives daily 

— Dive & Drive package with operation 
based car rental 

— Personalized service 

— PADI, NAUI & CMAS training 

yf OR INFORMATION, CALL: 
Rothschild Travel 
800-359-0747 

Caribbean Adventures 

800-934-DIVE 
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“J.W. Fishers’ PULSE 8X is 
the highest performance 
hand held pulse-induction 
Renee Sse tor that mone ey 

, can buy.” 


-Jack Fisher, President 
' LW. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


“The PULSE 8X detects. 
all metals, on land or 
underwater, and 
features ear 
phone, meter 
read-out, and 










order our 
demonstraii 
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GRAND CAYMAN’S 
EAST END 


Having no ties to any particular resort 
or hotel, Ocean Frontiers can also pre-ar- 
range or direct guests to a long list of ac- 
commodations—from hotels or condos 
to guesthouses scattered throughout the 
island, including Seven Mile Beach. 
Closer to East End, the list includes Ole 
Jud’s, a small, inexpensive resort just ten 
minutes from the shop (featuring air-con- 
ditioned rooms with TV and restaurant) 
and a smattering of rental properties 
available through Cayman Villas. 
Specializing in more than 100 private 
homes and condos on the island, some 
of the beachfront homes handled by 
Cayman Villas include Villa of the Ten 
Sails and Collier's Castaway, which over- 
looks the barrier reef. 

On the islands’ northwestern corner is 
Morritt’s Tortuga Club, Grand Cayman's 
largest and most successful time share 
condominium resort. Sprawling across 
7.5 acres of prime beachfront property 
on the shore of Colliers Bay, this luxury 
resort includes 87 air-conditioned one, 
two and three bedroom units, as well as 
several penthouses. All are fully fur- 
nished, equipped with telephones, color 
TV and full sized kitchen (studio units 
have a kitchenette) with stove, mi- 
crowave and refrigerator. 

Designed as a family vacation retreat, 
Morritt’s complete range of amenities in- 
clude arestaurant, bar and sundries 
shop, large free-form swimming pool 
with swim-up bar and snack bar, exer- 
cise room, tennis courts and even table 
tennis. The resort’s watersport center 
features rental watercraft, windsurfers 
and bicycles, beachside volleyball and a 
playground for kids. Tortuga Divers is a 
complete dive and snorkeling operation. 

Headquartered beachside, under the 
management of Pat Kenny, Tortuga 
Divers offers the largest fleet of dive 
boats to operate off East End. Leaving 
from the resort’s beach pier each morn- 
ing, the fleet consists of two custom, 34 
foot models—TJortuga Diver and 
Hawksbill (for groups of 12 to 14 
each)—and a Newton 42 named 
Leatherback (for up to 21 divers). 
Running daily two tank morning and sin- 
gle tank afternoon trips, Tortuga Divers 
also provides a wide range of services 
for beginning divers—from scuba re- 
fresher to full instruction courses to all 
day snorkeling trips, via its new, 28 foot 
catamaran. 

In addition to the normal itineraries, 
both Cayman Diving Lodge and Tortuga 
Divers run a three tank trip around the 
Northside to visit Stingray City (with 
two dives along the way) one to two 
times a week, => 











BRUCE BOWKER’S 
CARIB INN 
(Continued from Page 81) 


from. All of the sites also allow you to 
choose your depth, there’s plenty to see 
from the shoreline to the sloping drop-off. 

Our trips always include a one day sa- 
fari to Washington-Slagbaai Park. We 
had been away for awhile and wondered 
if the Smooth Trunkfish would still be 
waiting for divers at Playa Funchi’s 
shoreline. |’m happy to report they are, 
only instead of five there are now six. 

We hadn't dived Klein Bonaire’s 
Hands Off before and it was wonderful— 
a wide angle photographer’s dream, with 
abundant fish and colorful Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges. At Forest, also 
off Klein Bonaire, the fish life was extraor- 
dinary, as were the Black Corals. During a 
night dive off Small Wall, sleeping parrot- 
fish literally littered the bottom and several 
roaming spiny lobsters were seen. 

One special night Bruce took five of us 
to White Hole in his inflatable. This sink- 
hole offshore Lac Bay can only be dived 
when the winds and seas are calm. At 
night it was spectacular, filled with un- 
commonly seen marine life. 


GETTING THERE 

U.S. visitors can fly directly to Bonaire, 
a Dutch island, on ALM from Miami or 
Atlanta. Air Aruba offers flights from 
Miami or Newark that stop in Aruba be- 
fore continuing onto Bonaire. U.S. and 
Canadian citizens need only proof of citi- 
zenship and a photo |.D., as wellasa 
continuing on ticket, to enter the country. 

Bonaire’s freshwater supply comes 
from a desalination plant and is safe to 
drink right from the tap. Almost everyone 
you'll meet will soeak English; American 
credit cards and currency are accepted 
nearly everywhere. Bonaire has next to 
no nightlife and very little shopping but 
excellent restaurants abound—there are 
about 40 from which to choose. Fast 
food—kKFC, Subway and pizza—is now 
available as well. 

New friends may be intriguing but old 
friends are the best. To me, Bonaire and 
the Carib Inn are most definitely old and 
valued friends. For more information 
and or reservations, contact Bruce 
Bowker directly at (011) 599-7-8819 
between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm (EST). 
You can fax him at (011) 599-7-5295 
any time or e-mail 75317.667@compu 
serve.com, = 








COZUMEL * NOCATTLEBOATS * COZUMEL « NO CATTLEBOATS 


_ 9 Day Dive 
I Packages 
from $219 


—_ 
Lu 
= 
= 
iw 
'e) 
© 
@ 
— 
< 
© 
co 
Lu 
al 
= 
< 
©) 
e) 
z 
— 
—_ 
Lu 
= 
> 
N 
e) 
O 
Cs 
da 
< 
(e) 
co 
LL i 
— 
r 7 
< 
O 
O 
z 
? 
al 
Lu 
—— 
5 | 
N | 
oe 
O 
a : 
rade 
< 
O 
co 
Lu 
a | 
= 
< 
oe 
(e) 
Zi 
e 
a | 
Lu 
= 
= 
N 
oe 
© 


SIVOSSTLIVO ON TAINNZO9 » SIVOESTLLVD ON ¢ TaIWNZO9 





” WHENY YOU STAY ar ANY / OF THESE GREAT HOTELS 
FIESTA INN 
BARRACUDA 
PLAZA LAS GLORIAS Air 
FIESTA AMERICANA COZUMEL REEF 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 


om 800- fone 3483 


WA 206- 441-3483 ¢ FAX 206- 44 | - 345 | 


Special 
Low Cost | | 


Fares 


” 3WNZOD « SIVOaa ILIV ON ° 73WNZOD ¢ SLIVOEFILLVD ON ¢ TSINNZOD © SLVOEATILLVD ON ¢ TSINNZOO 


circle #18 on Reader Service Card 


St. Croix's 
Best Wall Dive 
Only Steps 


THE WAVES <5-~ 
[AT CANE BAY | 
an intimate seaside inn WE 

PADI 


a spectacular natural setting 


800 545-0603 
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Nebraska! =sec 
Millions of years ago, the midwest 
was JHE dive destination. Let 

Reef & Rainforest take you to 
today’s ultimate dive sites — Palau, 
PNG, Thailand, 
the Red Sea, 
the Caribbean... 


and beyond. 
Call: i 

800 794- ORNR It’s time fi pais R&R! 
Email: rnrtravel@aol.com 

http://www. reefrainfrst.com 
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Commercial Diving 
is a rewarding career. 


Start yours today at 
DIVERS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. 


For more than a quarter of a Century we have provided a 
comprehensive training program: U/W welding & burning, 
Haz-Mat, NDT inspection, U/W TV, photo & ROV, hot water 
systems, hydraulic tools and rigging. 


CALL TODAY FOR YOUR CAREER PACKAGE 


& 


CENTRAL AMERICA 
Tel: 305-666-1997 * Fax: 305-666-2292 
E-mail: bahia @ gate.net 
http://www.empg.com/bahia-tours 
Bahia Tours 800-443-0717 
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| im; CAYMAN BRAC LUXURY 


===! New spacious 2 bdrm condos on the sea. White 
sand beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
1 people. Dive pkgs from $670/wk. Free brochure. 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
I Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
Call toll free 800/791-7911 © Fax 809/948-1111 
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Discover the 
Riches of the 
ee with 


in diver 


ey West Diver, Inc. | 
Call for information 


1-800-87-DIVER 


World’s Foremost Authority in Scuba 
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ST. LUCIA 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 





Call (800) 327-8150 


Toll Free—U.S. and Canada 
Local (954) 462-3400 « Fax (954) 462-4100 


A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventures Affiliate E-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 67) 


macrofeeders range from herbivores to 
predator carnivores. There are also shells 
that suck fluid from the tiny cells of algae 
and parasitic mollusks with highly special- 
ized feeding methods. The most impor- 
tant factor in the mollusk’s ability to eat a 
wide range of food is the radula and buc- 
cal part of their feeding complex. 

The radula, found in the mouth of all 
mollusks except the bivalves, is usually a 
flexible file-like ribbon having horny or 
chitinous tooth-like structures. They are 
as variable as the animals. Their sizes and 
shapes dictate feeding habits. All cone 
shells have a radula system composed of 
a small dart-like apparatus that can inject 
poison into prey to immobilize it. Usually 
the larger the cone shell the larger the 
radula and the more virulent the poison. 
Generally, the cone shells with a marbled 
color pattern or tent like patterns are the 
most poisonous. Species that have been 
involved with the death of humans include 
Conus textile, C. bandanus and C. ge- 
ographus. The animal making the shell of 
Conus gloriamaris, once avery rare and 
valuable shell, produces one of the largest 
radula barbs of the cone shells. However, 
it has never been reported being involved 
in the death of humans. Smaller cone 
shells, having relatively small radula barbs, 
have been involved in several stings that 
made divers ill. All cone shells should be 
handled carefully by the large end. 

One solution to the subsistence prob- 
lem is some forms of life are day feeders 
while others feed at night. Another is that 
some animals can, and do, ingest prey 
that is much larger. By doing this the 
predator may have to feed only once In 
several days. | once studied a fish eating 
cone shell (Conus stratus) that had stung, 
immobilized and ingested a fish that was 
twice as large as It was. The fish was part- 
ly visible in the proboscis for three days 
before it was completely digested. 

If Technifacts readers have questions 
regarding any of the molluscan fauna, 
write to me, C/o SKIN DIVER Magazine, 
6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
CA 90048-5515 


SUBMARINES 

The principal difference between div- 
ing bells and submarines is the latter 
have some method of propulsion. In the 
early history of underwater swimmers, 
divers and submariners it is hard to sepa- 
rate the differences in their efforts. This 
brief account of some early submarines is 
only an introduction. Not all the subma- 
rine designs ever got past the design 
stage. Fortunately for the inventor, as 
well as potential crews, many designs 
were submarines only on paper. 

In 1578, Englishman William Bourne 











AT GRAND CAYMAN’S 
EAST END 






EXPERIENCE © 
THE CAYMAN OF 
YESTERDAY! 
We guarantee 
the best value 

& the best diving in the islands! 
INCLUSIVE DIVE VACATION PACKAGES 


A/C lodging, all meals, diving, all taxes/service charges 


All services (dive operation, dining, bar, 
lodging), located on-site at our small 
secluded beachfront diving lodge. 


7 NIGHT ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE 


$793.00 per person/double occupancy 
(July - October 1996) 


1-800-TLC-DIVE 
US & CANADA: FAX 806-798-7568 
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published a book titled Inventions and 
Devices in which he described what 
may have been the first submarine, al- 
though it was only a paper sub. Then, in 
1620, Dutchman Cornelius van Drebbel 
completed the first vessel that could be 
termed a submarine. Reportedly, he 
constructed two such boats of different 
sizes. The larger of the two was pro- 
pelled by 12 oars that entered the hull 
through watertight leather joints. The 
hull was wood, covered with oiled 
leather and strengthened by iron bands. 

By 1653, new ideas for submarines 
had arisen. The Frenchman De Son’s 
submarine was much larger, being more 
than 70 feet in length with a beam of just 
8 feet. De Son’s boat was powered by a 
giant spring similar to the main spring of 
a clock. According to the designer the 
spring-wound device provided enough 
power for an eight hour Submerged run. 
The boat was built but was a complete 
failure and ended her career as a side- 
show exhibit; thus saving many lives. In 
1749, a French physicist, Marriotte, de- 
signed anew submarine, propelled by 
oars. When resting on the bottom, the 
oars were used to make the vessel 
“walk” across the bottom. 

Then the Americans got into the act. 
David Bushnell developed the relatively 
small, one person Turtle. Bushnell’s sub- 
marine also was probably the first to use 
a propeller for propulsion. Certainly it was 
the first to use a thruster for upward or 
downward movement. An outboard oar 
provided an assist to the propellers and 
buoyancy was changed with tanks. All 
the methods and materials used by 
Bushnell in his sub were later used by 
others but with greatly improved technol- 
ogy. Another American inventor, Robert 
Fulton, developed the submarine 
Nautilus in 1801. Both American designs 
were attack vessels. Explosive charges 
were attached to the hulls of enemy ves- 
sels. When operating submerged, power 
was via a hand-turned screw device. 
When barely submerged or on the sur- 
face Nautilus sailed with a short mast and 
small sail. Top speed under sail was three 
to four knots. Top speed underwater un- 
der oar power was about the same—until 
the crew tired! 

Another submarine, built in about 
1770 by aMr. Day, required stone bal- 
last to achieve almost neutral buoyancy. 
On reaching the desired buoyancy, a 
small amount of water was allowed to 
enter the buoyancy tank and the vessel 
would sink. By late 1773, Mr. Day had 
completed some trials and proposed he 
could remain submerged for 24 hours 
without harm. “He nor his vessel ever 
again arose, nor a vestige of her was ev- 
er afterward discovered.” 

The following are some of the reasons 
for the loss of the submarine and its op- 
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3 night package from $229 pp/do 
Includes two days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 


7 night package from $549 pp/do 
Includes five days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 


“We have the knowledge and 
experience to make your 
Island Dreams come true!” 


Kim Ken Jolene Lisa Mina 
Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


800/346-6116 


Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
ttp://www.islandream.com/island/index.him 
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Enjoy the very best of Palau, surrounded by other Rock Islands, private sandy beaches and an 
ocean waiting for you to explore. Only minutes to the famous Coral Reefs, Blue Hole, Big Drop-Offs 
and Blue Corner where beautiful Reef Fish, Manta Rays and Sharks abound. 


22:2 Carp Island Kesort s== 


P.O. Box 5 ¢ Koror ¢ Kepublic of Palau 96940 
TEL: 011 (680) 488-2978 © FAX: 011 (680) 488-3155 
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Dive & Kayak Palau 
$900” 


Includes 5 days diving, 1 day kayaking, 6 nights 
first-class hotel in Palau. 1 night standard hotel for 
Guam stopover, all transfers & dive lunches. 
Excludes airfare. 


(Rate based on double occupancy) 


F718 EBA 


The possibilities are endless. 
1-800-245-4129 ¢ (671) 649-4221 Fax 
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...4@ big mouth, and a snap of my camera. 
Thank you Mr. Grouper. | see that you're impressed 
and so am |. A fully automatic dive camera that takes 
great pictures to 164 feet and costs only $199* 
Smile. | can see your curious face through the big 
sportsfinder...Snap. That's all it takes! 


™ 
a 
*Suggested retail price. At your dive or photo dealer. LA & 


For further information contact: REEFMAS TER 


216 Haddon Ave. * Westmont, NJ 08108 -2829 © U.S.A. . - 
pi PREECE (609) 854-2424 « (800) 257-7742 Automatic Dive Camera 
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TECHNIFACTS 


erator. The depth for the demonstration 
was 20 fathoms (120 feet). 

That the great depth and coldness of 
the water might have compressed or di- 
minished the air as almost to leave a vac- 
uum. True False 

That, in this situation, the chamber was 
not strong enough to resist external pres- 
sure and consequently burst. 
Areva. 

The cold region into which he rapidly 
descended might have chilled his whole 
mass of blood and caused immediate 
coagulation. True False 

| suspect Mr. Day moved a decimal 
point in the wrong direction when he made 
his calculations. True False 

Obviously, Mr. Day had not obtained 
his C-card. Had he done so he would 
have known that with 30 tons of ballast 
stone plus 5 tons of ballast water ina 
vessel displacing 20 tons, the vessel 
would not attain positive buoyancy with 
the release of only 10 tons of ballast. 
True False : 

This all happened in 1777, as reported 
by S.W. Smith. Send your answers, com- 
ments or ideas to E. R. Cross, c/o 
Technifacts, SKIN DIVER Magazine, 
6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
CA 90048-5515. 

There were not many C-cards around 
then. Remember to stay qualified with 
your C-card. Do not exceed your qualifi- 
cations. Be aresponsible diver, even if 
some of our ancestors were not. Death is 
a tough, permanent way to make history. 

Take care of yourself and your dive 
buddy. = 


PALAU DIVING CENTER 
(Continued from Page 41) 


number of introductory programs, allow- 
ing nondivers the opportunity to discover 
Palau’s beautiful underwater world. 

Because divers are grouped by dive 
experience, however, the operation is 
able to cater to divers of all levels, pro- 
viding the types of dives they are seek- 
ing. With three of its own boats and 
many others from Palau’s local associa- 
tion to choose from, it is easy to accom- 
modate many different expectations 
and choices of dive sites. 

The dive center’s boats are all 29 foot 
Japanese style boats, with sun canopy, 
oxygen, first aid and radio. Carrying only 
8 to 11 divers per boat, the crafts’ twin 
engines provide more than ample power 
for fast, smooth rides to the reef. 

Palau Dive Center has 80, 80 cubic 
foot aluminum tanks available, as well as 
a full range of Scubapro rental equip- 








ment. For photographers, special assis- 
tance is offered by the staff in locating 
specific images or specific marine crea- 
tures. Because of the guide’s experience 
on Palau’s reefs, their success rate in 
finding hard to find species is impressive. 

Besides the operation’s standard two 
tank dives per day program, with lunch 
provided, a third afternoon dive can also 
be arranged. Additionally, night dives are 
offered at Turtle Cove and Big Drop-off, 
which is undoubtedly one of the diving 
world’s great night dives. 

When asked about their favorite dive 
sites, Johnny and his staff thought a 
moment and responded with the fol- 
lowing list: 

Blue Corner: Undoubtedly Palau’s 
single most popular dive, Blue Corner is 
one of those places that has so much ac- 
tion, so much diversity, that it can be 
dived day after day and always be excit- 
ing. At the top of a steep, outer wall at 45 
feet, divers remain in one place while an 
underwater parade goes by in front of 
them. A huge school of Blackfin Barra- 
cuda are usually there, as well as mas- 
sive shoals of Horse-eye Jacks. A large 
Napoleon Wrasse, long since befriended 
by the local dive guides, is Curious of 
divers and comes in very close. Perhaps 
most exciting, however, is the congrega- 
tion of Gray Reef Sharks that patrols off 
the edge of the wall. As many as 20 to 30 
of these sleek predators circle the area, 
passing silently—and closely—in front of 
fascinated divers. 


Blue Hole: Atop the reef flat just north 
of Blue Corner, Blue Hole is another of 
Palau’s unique dives. In only a few feet of 
water, large round holes sink straight 
down through the reef. The sides are rich 
with encrusting sponges and other ses- 
sile invertebrates. Snappers, Bigeyes and 
Squirrelfish are lit by meandering beams 
of sunlight that slice through the soft blue, 
illuminating the inside of the shafts. At 90 
feet, framed by gorgonians and Black 
Coral bushes, the grotto opens onto a 
sheer wall, creating a beautiful and surreal 
image that will never be forgotten. 


Big Drop-off: Along the edge of the 
deep channel that cuts across the end of 
Ngemelis Island, Big Drop-off is along, 
drifting wall dive. Because the area is so 
large, there are different species of ma- 
rine creatures and varied reef formations 
at different depths. This is another dive 
that can be done over and over, never 
seeing the same things twice. Whitetip 
Reef Sharks patrol the top edge of the 
drop-off and Gray Reef Sharks and 
Green Sea Turtles can be seen cruising 
out away from the wall in deeper water. 
At one point, in about 40 feet of water, 
there is a beautiful, rare orange anemone 
that has been there for at least 10 to 15 
years. Photographically, the site is excel- 
lent for both wide-angle and macro pho- 
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> bnen- Air Bar and Restaurant 

> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 

> In-Room Mini-Kitchens 

> 10% Discount on Dive Packages = 

> Fresh Water Swimming Pool w a 
and Jacuzzi 


Dive From Your 
Door Step 


> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray it 
East End - On-site dive shop ) 


> Shore Diving - Waldo's Reef - Waldo vayman., 
Off Hotel Dock R 


1-800 -332 -62 
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DISCOVER PALAU 
.--And See It All! 
Sam's Dive Tours invites you to discover he 
underwater riches of Palau. 


Personalized service. Over a dozen WW ITY 
wrecks. Manta Rays, sharl | 
Palau’s famous drop-offs 









soft corals and 


* Customized packages available 
* Your satisfaction is our ultimate concern 
~ | Sam’s Dive Tours 
P.O. Box 428, Koror, Republic of Palau 96940. 
(800) 794-9RNR (9767) 
Fax: (415) 289-1763 9 soap 1096 
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THERE IS NO COMPARISON?! 
MV BILIKIK! & MV SPIRIT of SOLOMONS 


offer you the best of world class diving in 


Solomon Islands 


e 120 ft. of air conditioned comfort °14 years knowledge of Solomon 
_ @¢ Staterooms with full double bed dive sites 
and private facilities e E6 Processing 


from $2 7 5 pp/dbl occ. 
@P | Shootout-September 12-15 


1(800)4-A-MORAY 


oe Special 3 day/4 night Packie a 
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MN. Bilikiki- M.V. Spirit of Sellniten 


e Diving ¢ Food ¢ Value for money ¢ From $215.00 pp/per night 
e All rated 5k * * & & by Undercurrent 


Bilikiki Cruises Ltd., PO Box 876, Honiara, Solomon Islands ¢ Ph +(677) 20412 ¢ Fx +(677) 23897 
http://www.3routes.com/scuba/bilikiki.htm| or e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 


\ Bilikiki Cruises Ltd. és ) DIVE DISCOVERY 


, S00 See el ws Complete dive an 
6 Ph: 604-383-7253 Solomon Airlines adventure travel 
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EO INE O tography, with soft corals of many colors, 


Call us now and receive 
our free Guide to Bonaire! 
Includes maps, 

lodging 

descriptions, 

discount 


travel 


package 
prices along 
with new 
lodging and 
diving options! 


CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 
(800) 748-8733 (601) 353-7547 
FAX: (601) 353-7559 
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Casa Del Mar 
Divers dedicated resort! 
A custom built hotel for divers 
surrounded by lush tropical 
gardens, ocean view rooms, 
Satellite T.V., A/C, jacuzzi, pool © 
and more. Dive with Cozumel’s 


most complete operation 


DEL MAR AQUATICS 

Dive packages from: 

S 184 +Tax pp/ dbl oce 
Sep 1-Dec-20/96 


Packages include: 2 days of boat 
diving, unlimited shore diving, 
YucatTanza T-Shirt & Welcome 

Margarita. 


Call Now! 


1-888-DEL-MAR3 


Ph: 214/392-4383 
Fax: 214/392-2040 


http: / /www.iminet.com /mexico/coz202.html | 


E-mail: sombrero@Gairmail.net 





circle #63 on Reader Service Card 


128 SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 


‘nel cut, the area is vibrant and alive with 







huge red gorgonians and many sponges. 

At night, Big Drop-off is very special. 
The entire wall is covered with orange 
and yellow cup corals (7ubastrea coc- 
cinea) that create a dazzling sight under a 
flashlight’s beam. 

Short Drop-off: On the opposite side 
of the lagoon from most of the dive sites, 
just out from Koror’s harbor, is a very 
special site called Short Drop-off. A curv- 
ing wall at the north side point of a chan- 


Dave Center, Ine. 


DIVE 
KEY LARGO 





marine life. The reef face here is rough 
and jumbled, rather than sheer, and 
schooling fish Such as Snappers and 
Oriental Sweetlips congregate in numer- 
Ous small grottos. Large, red soft corals 
stand in the current and huge, orange 
gorgonians extend outward from the 
wall. Ocean pelagics such as Dogtooth 
Tuna are common and Gray Reef Sharks 
will be seen occasionally. 

Turtle Cove Blue Hole: Just off the 
backside of Carp Island, only moments 
from the resort’s dock, is one of Palau’s 
most vibrant dive spots. A small blue 
hole extends downward from the reef flat 
to open onto the steep wall. Thousands 
and thousands of schooling fish—snap- 
pers, fusiliers, Horse-eye Jacks and Uni- 
cornfish—congregate around the top of 
the wall. Cleaning stations are numerous 
and the unusual sight of Unicornfish be- 
ing cleaned seems commonplace. 
Shallow caves extend back into the wall 
in many places and shy, resident Lion- 


fish, gobies of several species and Big- | 
eyes will be found. 


Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in 

the Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


P.O, B. 2363 # Key Largo * Florida * 33037 » 305-451-3259 





Around the World 
Scuba & Adventure Travel 


A.B.C.’S 
AUSTRALIA 
BRAZIL 
BAHAMAS 
COZUMEL 
CAYMAN 
COSTA RICA 
BELIZE 
LATIN AMERICA 
MICRONESIA 
which offers numerous flights and conve- | Where you travel 


TRAVELING TO PALAU 
Palau is in the region of the Western 
Pacific known as Micronesia. The area is 
served by Continental Air Micronesia, 











nient connections. Travelers fly from does make a difference! 
Hawaii to Guam and connect from there | 
to Palau, only an hour and forty-five min- uy Call for Package Specials \ 
utes to the Southwest. fa\ cA\ 
For complete information about diving 1-800- efchet ‘3839 
Palau with Palau Diving Center and Carp 
Island Resort, contact your favorite dive 
travel agent or Carp Corporation, P.O. 
Box 5, Koror, Republic of Palau 96940; 
011 (680) 488-2978, fax 011 (680) 488- 
3155, 
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TIATA IN PAPUA NEw GuinEa: See & Sea 
Travel of San Francisco has its 1997 
schedule of departures to Papua New 
Guinea aboard the fabulous Tiata. 

From February through April Tiata will 
cruise Milne Bay. Beginning in July, Tiata 
will cruise north to New Hanover Island. In 
these remote waters, Tiata frequently en- 
counters a feeding family of Silvertip 
Sharks, schools of huge tuna, great 
squadrons of Barracuda, Horse-eye 





Jacks and Whale Sharks. 

Tiata offers comfort for up to 10 avid 
divers and has an astonishing ratio of re- 
peat clients. 

For further information, contact See & 
Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street, 
#205, San Francisco, CA 94133, phone 
(415) 4384-3400, fax (415) 434-3409, e- 
mail to divxprt@ix.netcom.com or visit on 
the Internet at http://www.divxprt.com/ 
see&sea. => 


NAUI’s New TECHNICAL DIVER 
CERTIFICATION: [he National Association 
of Underwater Instructors’ (NAUI 
Worldwide) new 1996 standards include 
recreational technical diving instruction 
and certification at the Specialty Diver 
course level. NAUI instructors trained and 
certified in technical diving instruction by 
agencies recognized by NAUI may now 
be approved to issue Technical Diver cer- 
tification cards to graduates of their in- 
structor-specified, advanced level NAUI 
specialty course. 

NAU!I Worldwide is the world’s oldest 
nonprofit membership training agency or- 
ganized solely to support and promote 
dive safety through education. For further 
information on NAUI programs, visit the 
Internet Web Site at http://www.naui.org/ 
or call (909) 621-5801. = 
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or the whales, the caverns, 
the critters, or the Hawaiian 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish! 


Great Deals on 


Dive Packages: 


Maui, Lanai & Molokini 


7 ay Nights, 8 dives 


pp/do 


Since 1978, Lahaina Divers of Maui has been thrilling 
divers with great diving. With two custom dive boats, 
the 43’ Reliant and the 50’ Endeavor, we'll show you a 
Maui, Lanai and Molokini you'll never forget! 


Our new watersports center carries a complete line of 
.. snorkeling, dive and photo equipment. Plus, we offer a 
=< complete spectrum of dive classes from open water 
completions to Hawaiian specialties. So whether you're 
in search of turtles, whales, caverns, the Humuhumu- 
nukunuku-a-pua’a fish or just updating your skills... 


Go for Lahaina Divers 


143 Dickenson Street e Lahaina, Maui, Hl 96761 © “/n the Heart of Old Lahaina” 


1-800-998-3483 
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WINSTON McDERMOT’S AFFORDABLE 


CAYMAN BRAC 


7-nts. acc. in luxury room; 
6 S a - 6-days of 2-tank boat dives; Shore nite 


dives & unlimited air for shore dives. 
ey Se 4 Le —; ALL INCLUSIVE ! All the above 
m +3 meals per day and tax & transfers. 

BRAC CARIBBEAN is now Cayman Bracs newest & finest 

full service luxury dive resort with dive-shop, dive-dock, bar, restaurant 

& pool. Our new location. Call us for absolutely the very best 

accommodations & prices in condos, villas, hotels and private homes 

on all three islands. No one knows these islands as we do! 19 years 

experience and we’re Caymanian owned and operated 


NA OUST TEXY ORY aes 
6109055." Little CAYMAN DIVER 


* Restrictions apply ¢ Former luxury 90' mega j yacht, 
Very exclusive with 10 passengers max in 5 private cabins 
each with its own private head & shower. 24 hours of 
unstructured diving. Our small ad saves you BIG! 


BRAC AQUATICS »o. sox 273781 
Tampa, FL 33688 + 800-544-272e, 813-962-2236 
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The Best Regulator 
is Common Sense 
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YEDIVE KEY WEST! 


WE’LL PROVIDE THE REST... 


SOUTHPOINT DIVERS Is Your 
TICKET TO THE ULTIMATE KEY WEST 
ADVENTURE. DIVE THE REEFS AND WRECKS 
OF THE FLORIDA NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 
ABOARD OUR PRO42 JET BOATS -- AND WE'LL oe. 
PROVIDE YOU WITH OUR DIVE DOLLARS =a 
DISCOUNT PASSPORT wITH OVER 
500 DOLLARS IN ISLAND SAVINGS, 
INCLUDING HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, 
RENTAL Cars, NIGHTLIFE 
AND ALL OF KEY WEST’S 
FINEST ATTRACTIONS -- 
EXCLUSIVELY FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT 


SOUTHPO 
“Dv 
no 


714 DuvaL St. - KEY WEsT, FLorIDA 33040 
(305) 292-9778 - E-MAIL: SOUTHPOINT@ AOL .COM v 
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THE Low—eR KEYS’ 


#1 TRAINING FACILITY 
1-800-824-6811 
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 Turnetfe Atoll 
 _ Monday 
Lighthouse Atoll 


Tuesday 
Lighthouse Atoll 


Wednesday 
Lighthouse Atoll 


Thursday 
Glovers Atoll 


Friday 
Southern Belize 


Saturday 
Return to Belize City 


“THe REMBRANDT VAN RN,” a 184 ft. luxury live-aboard, 
will take you to ALL THE Best Divinc In BEuize! 


The Rembranat is the only live-aboard that will visit Lighthouse, Turneffe, 
Glovers and Southern Belize during your one week dive trip. All cabins are 
LIVI WareUerexe)avoliaceyarsveir-lare i ar-\\(c¥- 6 e)a\'c-\(cM es: ltpmmOlbL ayer (el(elU alee ale (moa | 

lols \aicvorm e)r-\exem Ce \t-).@- OMCs) 7 ic) Mele mere Nee lhUlale B 


Oceanwide Expeditions 
1-800-453-7245 
Phone: 713-591-1616 e Fax: 713-591-1082 
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Here's the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! These 
durable, custom-made cases and binders, in light blue with attractive gold lettering, will provide 
maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a special 4-1/2" wide 
spring mechanism to hold individual rods that CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE 
quickly snap in place. 7 days, 24 hours 
CASE(s):  1-$8.95 3-$24.95 6-$45.95 1-800-825-6690 
BINDER(s): 1-$11.25 3-$31.85 6-$60.75 $15 minimum 

(American Express, Master Card, Visa, Diners Club) 
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“4 WORLD’ SS BEST READ SCUBA DIVING MAGAZINE 

















sAindtey 


Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage and handling. 
Outside Continental U.S. add $3.50 per case/binder (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 


MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. funds) payable to 
Jesse Jones Industries and send to: 
Skin Diver, Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95 PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 


Please print clearly and provide your return address with ZIP CODE 
(no P.O. boxes please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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Bermuda’s 


Scuba Look 


BY GERI MURPHY 


ermuda businessman Harry W. 

Soares recently opened Scuba 
Look, a division of Enterprise Submarine 
Ltd. The new dedicated resort dive cen- 
tre is at the beach dock of Grotto Bay 
Beach Resort, on Bermuda’s historic 
East End. It is only three minutes from the 
airoort and a few steps from the guest- 
rooms at this 198 room luxury resort. 


Scuba Look has a 27 cfm Mako air 
compressor, 65 aluminum 80 cubic 
foot rental tanks and a full inventory of 
Dacor regulators, instrument consoles, 
BCs, snorkel sets and shorty wetsuits. 
The general manager, Colin Pearson, 
has a Staff of three certified PADI in- 
structors who offer scuba training and 
guided dive tours. 

The heart of the operation is anew dive 
boat, Scuba Look. The 45 foot vessel 
has a 16 foot beam and is powered by a 
700 hp Detroit diesel engine. She can 
cruise at 15 knots and carry up to 24 
divers. She features a port side access 
gate for scuba entries and a stern ladder 
for return to the dive deck. Configured 
specifically for diving, the Scuba Look is 
considered Bermuda's largest and 
fastest dive boat, capable of long range 
trios to such remote wrecks as the 
Cristobal Colon. 

Scuba Look is the only dive centre at 
the island’s East End, thus providing fast 
and easy access to seldom visited ship- 
wreck sites. East End wrecks include the 
Pelinaion, a 385 foot Greek steamer in 
20 to 65 feet of water; the Rita Zovetto, a 
400 foot Italian cargo steamer in 20 to 70 
feet of water; and the Cristobal Colon, a 
490 foot Spanish luxury liner in 20 to 70 
feet of water. 

Scuba Look makes daily trios to 10 dif- 
ferent shipwreck sites, as well as a dozen 
exceptionally healthy and robust coral 
reef sites. Underwater visibility can range 
from 50 to 150 feet. The best season for 
diving Bermuda is the fall, from Sep- 
tember to November, when the water is 
still warm and the visibility is at its peak. 
Visiting divers can also take advantage of 
off-season prices during this period. 

For more information or reservations, 
contact Scuba Look at 441-293-7319 
or fax 441-295-2421 or write to Scuba 
Look, P.O. Box WK 658, Warwick WK 
BX, Bermuda. = 
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PETER HUGHES’ MOON DANCER IN 
THE RED SEA: Peter Hughes Diving, in 
collaboration with 5 Star Diving Cruises 
and Diver’s Lodge, began operation of 
the luxury live-aboard MV Moon 
Dancer August 31, 1996. Moon 
Dancer cruises the waters of the Red 
Sea. 





The all inclusive eight or ten night 
itineraries, which include final night ho- 
tel stay in Cairo, usually depart 
Hurghada with a complement of 20 
guests and 8 crew members. The 
brand new custom designed vessel is 
105 feet in length with a 25 foot beam. 
All double occupancy staterooms have 
a private head and shower, individual 
air-conditioning and music controls and 
picture window or porthole views. 

Nitrox and Atlantis | rebreather certifi- 
cations are offered as well as PADI com- 
pletions and specialties. Special wreck 
dive itineraries and southern Red Sea 
itineraries will be announced. Daily E-6 
orocessing and a 36 inch IV for video 
playback are available. 

Call (800) 9- DANCER, (305) 669- 
9391 or fax (805) 669-9475 for reserva- 
tions. Write to Peter Hughes Diving, Inc., 
6851 Yumuri Street, Suite 10, Coral 
Gables, FL 33146. The Internet address 
is http:// www.winnet.net/dancer/; e-mail 
should be sent to dancer@ 
winnet.net. = 


J.M. CousTEAU/GALAPAGOS AGGRESS- 
ors: Join Jean-Michel Cousteau and a 
team of scientists December 12 to 22, 
1996, for the maiden voyage of Project 
Ocean Search aboard an Aggressor Fleet 
vessel. On this L’Aventure Jean-Michel 
Cousteau, divers will study the fascinating 
marine life and land-based wildlife found 
only in the Galapagos archipelago from 
aboard the two Galapagos Aggressors. 

Dr. Richard Murphy, noted marine biol- 
ogist, will lead the field studies. There will 
be daily dives, discussions and film and 
slide presentations by Jean-Michel 
Cousteau. Guests will receive a certificate 
of participation upon completion. For 
reservations, call Aggressor Fleet at (800) 
348-2628. =s 















COZUMEL, MEXICO 


TWO DECADES OF 


GREAT DIVING 


AND SERVICE 


1070-1990 





For Riera es the Galapago Inn and Scuba Cozumel 


have been 


HE place for sport scuba divers to meet and 


enjoy the very best diving in Cozumel. 
Come and Celebrate with us! 


DIVE RES O:R 


oll 
COZUMEL 


T°; Mo XL.CO 


For Information * U.S.A. & Canada 


1-800-847-5708 






CAYMAN BRAC 


New, deluxe 2-3 BDR homes on 
secluded palm-shaded white sand beach. 
= Restaurant, top rated dive shop, friendly 












Hike, bike, 


ete ca tion: people. Complete dive packages from 


$557/week. 
The Caribbean’ s best diving | | 





ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAY: 
For a — brochure call 1-800-972- 9795 


Vey 


& TRAVEL AUSTRALIA 


14 DAY UNIQUE TRAVEL 
ADVENTURES IN PARADISE! 


DIVE 


PACKAGES FOR CERTIFIED DIVERS 
AND NON-DIVERS ; 


- DIVE ee 
; £ 


UR SYDNEY 


ove, 

, ask AeCORE par”? 
VIDUAL AND GROUP 
TRAVEL 1(8O0)-599-8562 
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Bay BAYMAN 


Guanaja - Bay Islands - 





MAN BAY CLUB | 


















Key West Dive-Cam 


See Key West’s water/weather conditions 
daily on our WEBSITE CAMERA 
http://www.subtropic.com 


SUBTROPIC DIVE CENTER 
800-853-3483 * 305-296-9914 
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Dive Kona Hawaii 


6 nights hotel/6 days rental car 
Three 2-tank boat dives $399. pp/do 


1-800-525 PADI 
a 
te 





Seaside Hotel 
75-5660 Palani Rd 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 


1-808- eee KONA 





Honduras 
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ay at Bayman Bay 


e Dive into Nature Vj 
e Snorkeling 

e Fish & Coral 

e Jungle Sounds 

e (sland Hikes 

e Kayaks 

e Dockside moonlight 


>749™ 


Excl. 7% Govt. Tax, Air 





Gt: 


Fax: 305-522-1907 
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Laguna Beach Resort is the newest and most 
luxurious dive resort on Utila. Perched at the water's 
edge, bungalows feature private decks, hot water 
and air conditioning. 


Our full service dive operation. offers three dives 
daily, night dives, and unlimited beach diving ona 
spectacular fringing coral reef. 


Fishing, volleyball, island tours, hiking, swimming, 
snorkeling or Kayaking offer plenty of activities 
for your vacation whims. 


(800) 66-UTILA 


PHONE : (318) 893-0013 © FAX : (318) 893-5024 
LOCAL PHONE/FAX : 011 (504) 45-3239 


© AD/SD 1996 
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Finally, a resort that has it all... 


The Plaza Kesort 


pale ST i a | | 
Bona! s5 iS iae ie a 


Brand new 5 star resort with 224 luxurious suites and villas, a complete 
dive shop and watersports facility, 3 restaurants/3 bars, shops, activities deske, 
mini- -market, rental center (with cars, scooters and Boston whalers), casino _ 


anda Beaisiahal beach. 


For reservations and information call: 


1-800-766-6016_ 


Tel: 617-821-1012 
Fax: 617-821-1568 


*Special Group Rates Available 


“Certain. ged eal Apply, Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Minimum 6 Night Stay, 
Expires Decernber 1996. Applicable to all roam — 
Direct bookings only. Calt 1-800-766-6016 


A LIMITED OFFER...StQ yam 
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NAUI News: The National Associ- 
ation of Underwater Instructors (NAUI 
Worldwide) has reorganized its pro- 
cess for training new leadership and 
instructor members. 

Among other changes, the program 
creates the formal designation of NAUI 
Course Director. Those so designated 
will be able to conduct NAUI instructor 
training courses without prior approval of 
NAUI Headquarters. In addition, NAUI 
branch managers, regional managers, 
national liaisons and others have been re- 
designated as training representatives. 
They will support and coordinate the ef- 
forts of NAUI instructor trainers and 
course directors. 

Perhaps most significant is the autho- 
rization of the option to split the NAUI 
Instructor Training Course into a two 
phase training and testing program. 

In other news, NAUI has added 
German and Italian language publica- 
tions to its scuba training materials, in 
addition to the English, Spanish and 
Japanese manuals previously available. 
NAUI product translations into French, 
Osmanli, Hebrew and other languages 
are also in progress. 

For further information on NAUI pro- 
grams, visit the NAUI Internet Web Site 
at http://www.naui.org/ or call (909) 
621-5801. = 


UNDERWATER WORLD: Opened in 
June, UnderWater World at Mall of 
America Is an interactive multi-sensory 
aquarium and science center that lets 
visitors mingle with more than 40 
species of aquatic life as they take an 
amazing journey 14 feet beneath the 
surface of lakes, rivers and an ocean. 

Acrylic transparent tunnels and moving 
walkways take voyagers on a journey 
that begins with a Minnesota forest ex- 
hibit and then plunges into a Minnesota 
lake, the Mississippi river, the Gulf of 
Mexico and a Caribbean reef. 

With only two other aquariums like it in 
the world—UnderWater Worlds in San 
Francisco and New Zealand—Min- 
nesota’s UnderWater World is a 70,000 
square foot facility that includes the major 
tank level, interactive marine exhibits, ed- 
ucational classrooms, an aquarium retail 
store and a local environmental resource 
center. 

For more information, write to Under- 
Water World Mall of America, 120 E. 
Broadway, Bloomington, MN 55425 or 
call (612) 853-0603. = 














Rates $498.00 for 6 consecutive ads, $768.00 for a full year. 
Add $81.00 1st line Bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
DEADLINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to issue date. Send 
copy and payment to Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN 
DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90048-5515. For more information call (213) 782-2245, 





HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING IN AFRICA 800- 443- 0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. Hemingways on Kenya 
Coast experience real Africa above and below the water. Call 


FAX:415 442-0289 
800-247-3483 

Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 


for prices & customized itineraries 
MANTA REEF LODGE 

Pemba Islands only dive resort. 
East Africa absolutely best diving. 


Complete wildlife safaris. Discounted airfares. 





DOCKYARD DIVERS  809- 460- 1178 Fax 809- 460- 1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard Box 184 St. John’s Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational 
sites within 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 





Ph: 011- 2978- 60096 
Complete PADI Dive Ctr. US. Bookings Agent KJ 
1-800-450-2084 full watersport fac. located at Aruba Palm 
Beach Resort. Hotel pick-up srv. dive pkgs. 40’ boat. 


UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 


PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT’L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. 

SCUBA ARUBA 011-2978-66690 
Daily Scuba instruction, reef, wreck, night dives. Rates 
include all equipment. PADI staff, special group rates upon 
request. Fax O11 -2978- 61066 Address Box 4100 Noord Aruba 





AUSTRALIA | 


ATLANTIC CLIPPER/ OZ DIVE 1-800-472-7234 
Dive and sail aboard our 140 ft brigantine tall masted ship 
on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 1, 2 or 3 night live-aboard 
packages with daily departures from $120. 

AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $995- 
$2695. Family or small group charters available. Dive with 
the “Original Specialists” 415 442-0799/fax 415 442-0289 
AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Most exp. owner-operated boat for “Off The Beaten Track”. 
Coral Sea/Far North GBR, 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $900- 
$2750 (up to 40 dives) 415-442-0799/fax 415-442-0289 
DEEP SEA DIVERS DEN Ph 61-70-312223 Fax 61-70-311210 
P.O. Box 5264 Cairns Qld 4870. Specializing in 3 day, 2 night 
live-aboard cruises. Daily to Outer Barrier Reef. Courses 

to instructor level. 5 Star PADI Dive Ctr. Boat Charters. 








#1 PACIFIC STAR. 

Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef 
expeditions aboard the 62 foot catamaran 
PACIFIC STAR. Beautiful. Regular departures. 

LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 
PRO DIVE WHITSUNDAY PH. 61 79 466508 Fax 61 79 465007 
Great Barrier Reef 3 day 3 night dive/sail cruises. 

One day reef adventure tours. PADI 5 star centre with 
courses from beginner to instructor level. 

EXOTIC DIVE ADVENTURES - REEF EXPLORER 800-886-7321 
Australia’s Finest! Off the beaten track!! Far Northern GBR and 
Outer Coral Sea. For experienced divers & u/w photographers. 
Max 10 divers! 11 nt/12 days @$2993.00. pp/fax 415-258-9115 
TAKA DIVE Aussie Direct 800-241-7690 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-312739 
Dive the Cod Hole/Ribbon Reefs on Taka II and Coral Sea on 
Taka III. Large live-aboards. “The Friendly Alternative” 
TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 Fax 61-70-315221 


800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 


P.O. Box 1276 Cairns Qld 4870 Personalized day trips, MV 
TUSA, EX Cairns to outer Barrier Reef. Professional information 
& booking “ at G. B. R dive packages. 1 -800-472- boos 02 DIVE 





P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, 

Wrecks & Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. 
dealer Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 
BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 1-800-329-1337 
Bimini & Chub Cay — Great Diving, Great Islands, Great People!! 
3 days/2 nights = $349. Includes: Airfare, hotel, 3 dives/day. 
Free Breakfast & Lunch. Call for Brochure. Group Rates. 

BILL & NOWDLA KEEFE’S BIMINI 1-800-348-4644 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES __ Dive the best of the BAHAMAS, 
w/Bill & Nowdla Keefe. Reefs, Wrecks & Walls. Superb Diving! 
Great Pkgs! PO Box 693515 Miami FL 33269 Fax 305-652-9148 
BRITISH COLONIAL/SUN DIVERS 1-800-258-4786 
Great 4 day/3 night packages starting at $278 per pers. 

Free non-motorized water sports, private beach. Leave 

from our dock, one 2-tank dive dly (2 dys) 1-tank, wt. belt. 
CAPTAIN JOE’S LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 1-305-944-2992 
MIAMI Live-aboard Dive Boat Groups Only up to 10 wk 
trips Miami-Bimini-Freeport-Nassau wrecks-reefs-wall dives 
Capt. Joe 970 N.E 144 St., North Miami, FL 33131 

DIVERS DOWN, ABACO 800-327-1584 
Treasure Cay, Bahamas. Barrier Reef, Wreck, Catacombs. 
All levels instruction, rentals, magnificent 3.5 mile beach. 
Packages. Fax 305-525-1699 
DIVERS HAVEN PH 800-393-0869 
P.Q. Box N-1658, Nassau, Bahamas, PADI 5 Star Facility. 
Private Instruction & Referrals. Daily Tours 

Hotel & Cruise Ship Shuttle. Fax 305-393-3695 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, ANDROS ISLAND BAHAMAS 
809-368-2014; US/CAN 800-223-6961. 35 years diving 
walls and blue holes of Andros. One-on-one specialty diving. 
Free Resort Course. Families welcome. All-inclusive rates. 
UNEXSO FREEPORT GRAND BAHAMAISL  800-992-DIVE 
305 351-9889 30 yrs. adventure! 809 373-1244 groups/pkgs. 
Famous shark, dolphin, wreck & reef dives. Instruction/18’ 
deep tank, photo/video, groups welcome. In Port Lucaya. 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER(800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 
Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel PM. 
Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, night. 
All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES, FREEPORT 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed, Wreck, Reef and Night dives. PADI/SSI. 
Only NITROX facility in Freeport/Lucaya. Photo/Video Avail. 
Group/Ind Pkgs 809-352-3811, Fax 809-352-4731 





‘BARBADOS 








DIVE BOAT SAFARI _—PH 809-427-4350 FX 809-436-8946 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. BDOS HILTON NEEDHAM’S PT P.O. BOX 510 
DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS AT SANDY LANE HOTEL 
Fauna & fun in one experience! Small groups, fully equip 32 ft. 
boat, all PADI certs. PIRA member. Ph/Fax: 246-432-0931. 
Internet: www.world-traveler.com/barbados/high.htm| 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. 

Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ 
Church, Barbados, W.I. Fax: (246) 428-4674 
WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE TEL/FAX 809-432-2558 


Rsrt courses, all levels of PADI instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www.world-traveler.com/barbados/high.html 





AMIGOS DEL MAR Ph 011 501 262706. FAX 501 -26- 2648 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 
packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 
BELIZEYACHTCLUB = ~—_—‘1-800-938-0860 
Stay at the exclusive Belize Yacht Club. Full service 

dive operation. Blue Hole trips. 1, 2, 3, day trips 

Fax 011501 262892 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 

BLUE MARLIN LODGE 800-688-0286 OR 800-798-1558 
Full service dive resort on top Belize’s Barrier Reef. Scuba 
instruction, Inland Tours, 3 dives daily, 2 night dives. Unlimited 
shore diving (weather permit) Fax 011-501-522296 
CORAL BEACH 800-247-3483 Fax 206-441-5431 
Without a doubt the best value on Ambergris Caye. 
Accommodations, meals, diving, taxes and air from Belize 
City - only $750 weekly. That’s right - only $750 weekly. 
DANGRIGA DIVE CENTRE 1-800-673-8813 
Year-round diving and fabulous Inland Adventure Tours. 
Also ideal for non-divers call Global Travel Club (USA) 

Tel: 409-925-1388 Fax 713-882-7942 UK Tel: 1 268-541732 
GAZ’S BELIZE DIVE CENTER 1-800-938-0860 
Book direct and save on hotels, diving, jungle tours. 

We live in Belize. 7 day packages start 

as low as $399 dbl. occ. 1-800-938-0860 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT 1-800-423-3114 
Air-conditioned beachfront villas on a private island. The 
only diving resort on the Blue Hole atoll. Pristine reefs as 
they used to be. 3 dives/day, night. Airstrip. 

M/V HOT DIVE 1-800-HOT DIVE 
Fast & Personable Live-aboard..!! 60 Ft of Elegance..!! 
Turneffe - Lighthouse - Blue Hole - Glovers & Rio Dulce, 
Guatemala. 4 - 6 Persons. Fax/phone: 011-501-234-058 
PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, KITTY'S PLACE - Placencia, Belize 
Enjoy a wilderness of cayes, reef, and natural sandy beaches. Full 
resort, apartments, fishing, diving, jungle trips. Scuba Instruction. 
Call 1-888-HI-KITTY (445-4889). Fax 011-501-62-3226 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, FRED GOOD, PROP. 800-678-6871 
For the few who seek the finest. “Just perfect.” Under- 
current 1991. Basic thru Nitrox cert. ScubaPro rentals. 
Arrive/depart ANY day. Inland trips. 011-501-244190 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. Please 
call for details. 605-578-1304. 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 


Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. 
Call International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 
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FANTASEA DIVING PH: 809-236-6339 FAX 809-236-8926 
Darrell's Wharf Paget PGO1 Centrally located PADI 5 STAR 
Dive Center. Wreck/reef dives, 1&2 tank. Private charters. 
Full retail & service dept, PADI certification & referral. 
NAUTILUS DIVING PH 441-295-9485 = FAX 441-234-5180 
Bermuda's only two centrally located PADI 5 Star Inst. Development 
Centers. Wreck & reef dives and continuing diver education daily, 
wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. Fax 441 295-1914 
SCUBALOOK CALL (441) 293-7319 FX (441) 295-2421 


At Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, Hamilton Parish minutes from 
Marriott’s Castle Harbour, 1&2 tank, reef, wreck, night & 
goed scuba dives. PADI certification, snorkeling. 


es 


BONAIRE 





800-526-2370 


BLACK DURGON INN/BONAIRE SCUBA CTR 

P.0. Box 775, Morgan, NJ 08879 U.S.A Fax 908-583-0478 
Truly a unique priv. dive resort/apartments. NJ-908-566-8866 
Excel. div/snork from the property. The reef is our back yard. 
BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN 011-599-7-8819 8am-5 pm 


PO Box 68, Bonaire, Neth Antilles (FAX) 011-599-7-5295 
24 Hr. All sites, Air, Sales, Rentals, PADI 5 star full inst. All 
rooms A/C, TV, Pool, E mail 75317, 667@Compuserve. Com. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES/CARIBINN 011-5997-8405 Fx 011-5997-8605 
P.O. Box 216, affordable-clean-quiet 1-2 br. bung a/c cable TV, 
well equip. kitchn, hot shower, garden dive pkgs & car rental 
avail year-round charters 54’ dix motoryacht to other islands. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 
Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come 
and enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique 
diving experiences: marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October). 





~ 4-800-990-3839 


FERNANDO DE NORONHA 
Bay of Dolphins, Caves. A Very Special Place, 
For Very Special Divers Wrecks, Sharks, Turtles, 
avanle De Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, _ 





BRITISH VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 809/494-2847 
P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.1. 

Mike & Keith Royle—PAD! Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISE 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853/Fx 5577 
Luxury 65’ sailing yacht. Divers, companions & families. 
Great cuisine, fine wines all included. Very upmarket. 

Fro 1-12 guests. Diver & nondiver rates. Many watertoys 


CAYMAN ISLAND 









CAYMAN BRAC DIVING SUNBURST HIDEAWAYS 800-972-9795 

Deluxe beachfront homes/condo rentals $88-$178 day. 

1-5 br, fully equipped. Discount dive, air packages. Call Jim, 
Fax: 541-426-4863. 


Brac vacation specialist since 1987. : 541-426- 
CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY 970-226-5489 
Fully furnished fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$65 to $200/day dive, air, car pkg avail. Call/fax for Info. 
Dive pkg with Brac Aquatics References available. 

CAYMAN BRAC SEAFARER 905-737-7667 
One bedroom villa, on beautiful sandy beach 

just out front door. A/C cable. Dive package. 

with Brac Aquatics. $700 week/2 
OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 809-947-7500 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, free pick-ups, 7 nites, 6 days diving $555 pp.do. 
Internet http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 
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PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 809 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.!. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive package. 

Direct booking. FAX 809 948-1011 
Randy Soto, SOTO’S CRUISES CAYMAN 809-947-4576 
(At SOTO’S 4X4 RENTALS) 15% Disc. Show Alrline Ticket. 
Private Trips/Stingray City/North & West Walls. “SOTO,” 

A Name You Can Trust,” Fax 809-945-1527 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-262-7686 
Direct to the consumer super savings on diving, packages 
and training. 40 Years Experience. Rated #1 in Customer 


Service PLUS Cayman Madness. One Call Does It all. 


TORTUGA DIVERS — EAST END 800-748-8733 
Go East for Cayman’s best diving. Located at Morritt’s Tortuga Club 
w/pkgs at this deluxe resort or nearby cottages and inn. Call Great 
Southern Island Adventures at 601-353-7547/fax 601 7358-7558. 





DIVING IN HAINAN—SOUTH SEA INT'L OCEAN CLUB 

PADI facility, Scubapro equip, shore dives, boat dives, wreck dives all 
avail. here. We can handle your travel arrangement as well. Call our 
a in anon ern Tel: 852-28542722. Fax: esi 28156168 





COSTA RICA 


BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 800-247-3483 
Beautiful La Costa Resort and Fax 206-441-5431 
Costa Rica’s #1 dive operator. 206-441-3483 
Complete air/land/dive packages. 


BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS US/CANADA 800-525-3833 


International reputation for friendly service & world class diving. 
Turtles, mantas, and sharks located at dive sites minutes from 
your resort. Green Season Specials CA. 510-794-1599 
EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-525-3833 
Costa Rica’s leading dive operation, Pacific Coast PADI 
Resort, prolific pelagics year-round FX506-670-0083 
SJO-2820, PO Box 025216 Miami FL 33102-5216 


TROPIC WORLD DIVING STATION 506 661 2039 Fx 506-661-2069 


P.O. Box 1504-4050 Alajuela Costa Rica. PAD! courses. 
Daily schedule of 1 & 2 tanks dive, night diving. Tambor 
Beach eee igs abhi ee pkgs. Seat 


| curacao | 


DUTCH CARIBBEAN RESORTS 1-800-327-3286 





Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top 
dive sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/Underwater 
Curacao rent. car, tax & sve chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 
Princess Divers/Princess Beach 800/9dancer or 800/3273286 
Princess Divers, on the grounds of Princess Beach Resort & 
Casino, a Crowne Plaza Resort is a PAD! 5-Star Peter Hughes 
Facility. Dive pkg. & instruction, video, photo & more 





Full service Dive/Watersports Center on Salisbury Beach, 
PADI & CMAS instructors cater to your needs. Pkgs, local & 
long range dives, specialty trng. Villa accoms, pool, rest. 


DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 


PUNTA CANA DIVE CENTER Ph 809-221-2262 Fx 809-686-0165 
Full service PAD! dive center with multi-lingual staff, located 
in beautiful Punta Cana Beach Resort. 

“Barrier” reef is only 5 min. away all inclusive avail. 
SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 
Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 





TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
North: Sand Castle B. R., Sosua—Wreck Walls 

West: Rivera Beach R., Batahona—Sharks, Rays 

South: Don Juan B. R., Boca Chica—Caves, Wrecks _ 





800-554-2SEA 


CRYSTAL DIVERS/LOMALOMA RESORT 
Discover the unexplored reefs of the Northern Lau Group. 
Personalized diving, private island resort - 7 oceanfront 


Bures, int’l cuisine. Indiv/grp pkgs. § Ph/fax 415-566-6672 
DIVE KADAVU MATANA RESORT FIJI BEST FOR LESS 
Virgin Reefs—4 dives per day 
Bure accommodation—E-6 Lab 

Ph. 011-679-311780 Fax 011-679-303860 
DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-247-3483 
World-class topside and underwater. Fax 206-441-5431 
Dive world renowned Somosomo 206-441-3483 
Straits. Complete air/land/dive packages. 
MALAWAI, KADAVU 011-679-520102 
An ideal dive vacation. Unspoiled, unpopulated, 
unusually perfect. Video available. P.O. Box 1277, 
Suva, Fiji Islands Fax 011-679-361536 
MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 
grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MOODY’S NAMENA ISLAND 800-348-3436 FAX 916-783-2995 
Dive/snorkel renown Namena Barrier Reef, minutes from 
private island comfort, deserted beaches, only 10 guests, 
air/land packages available at reasonable cost. Call nc now 


| GALAPAGOS — | 
AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - -LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate 
dive boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available. ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
GALAPAGOS—Y ou, 9 other divers and our licensed naturalist 
will live aboard yacht to explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. © FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco __ Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters 
aboard this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 


LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL —_CA. 510-794-1599. 








CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 


singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. = FAX 661/34319 
Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg school 


| GRENADA | 


SCUBA EXPRESS 809-444-2133 TRUE BLUE INN 809-444-2000 
Dive the Caribbean’s largest shipwreck the “Blanca C”. 

PADI approved resort & dive operation. Certifications. 

1 & 2 bedroom self-contained apts. & cottages on waterfront. 
LaSOURCE Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672- 





9861 Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, 
facials etc. PADI certificate $350-over 25 sites, Bianca C, 
night dives, all-included for certified divers. 











BILLS SCUBA SHACK 

2349 S. Kihei Rd. Kihei, HI 96753 
PADI-NITROX CENTER-IANTD 
Rentals, Retail, Boats, Certifications. 
DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 


1- 800-950-DIVE 
1-808-879-DIVE 


Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 


DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, H! 96745. Private PADI Instruction. 
Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 


Rated Kona’s best every year since ‘76 by Undercurrent. 


DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, 
caverns, sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, 
EANX training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES — 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
“Dive w/ERDA and experience the best Maui has to offer”. 
SkinDiver 1/95. Call for a FREE comprehensive info. pkg. 
ECO-ADVENTURES in Hawaii 800-949-DIVE/FAX 808-329-7091 
Fun 2-tank charters w/lunch; blue-water & long range dives. 
Manta dives; ANDI Nitrox; PADI 5* IDC, Air/Room/Car pkgs. 
43’ Vessel. “no worry atmosphere” _—ecodive@ilhawaii.net 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 1-808-329-5662 1-800-525-PADI/329-KONA 
75-5660 Palani RD Suite PI King Kamehameha Hotel 
Kailua-Kona Hawaii 96740 PADI/SSI instruction. 

Manta Night Dives/Shark Dives Hi-tech Nitrox, Drift Dives 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 
75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PAD| + %& & & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http://konacoastdivers.com NAUI*SSl*PADI 5 * IDC 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3483 © 808/329-8802 ¢ Fax 808/329-5741 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on our new 48’ jet boats. 
One stop facility for charters, rentals, retail & training (PADI 5x, 
SSI, NAUI) at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (lahainadivers.com) 
MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at 
the Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 
MAUI DIVE SHOP—Kihei, Lahaina, Kahului (800) 542-3483 
P.O. Box 1018, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753, FAX 808/871-5149 
Maui’s Largest dvg retailer, 9 is! locations, Dly Boat 
charters, scuba lessons, rentals, PADI 5 Star Facility. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. Relaxed, personal, 
informative diving for certified divers and photographers. 
Guided by Hawaii Biologist. Max 6 divers. 
SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 75-5729 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Dly boat chtrs, 6 divers max, 20 yrs. Kona night dives & more! 
Full retail shop rentals repairs classes PADI/NAUI/YMCA more. 
Info@80832991 88/Fx 3265652. E-mail: sandive@aloha.net 
SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with Oahu’s 
Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu HI 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 
1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 

PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 

Daily Boat Dives, rentals, sales, service, best prices! 


HONDURAS _| 
| BAYISLANDS | 
CASADELAPLAYASANDYBAYROATAN. 
Private houses by the sea. 2 bed. Maid/mdrn fac. Dis. dive pkgs. 
Scuba/snork in Marine Reserve. 4/$800 wk. Brochure. U.S. 





800-335-4806 Roatan tel/fax 414 582-4806. Dorothy Reid, prop. 


CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 
Small resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 


boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 years in business. 800-869-7295 





NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-535-7063 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 
rooms/6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat 


full dive shop. Speciality dive training. Fishing & hiking avail. 


OAK BAY RESORT/ROATAN Phone 011-504-45-2337 
Beachfront apartment, 6 boat dives, unlimited shore dives, 
free advanced open water or rescue course. 5 nts $395pp, 
7nts $425pp. Call direct and save $$$$, airport pick up. 


OCEAN DIVERS/SUNSET INN ROATAN Tel/fx 011-504-451005 


Beachfront Resort in West End village. Opposite Marine 
Reserve, personal professional operation. PADI, NAUI, BSAC 
courses. Max 8 persons per boat. 7 nights from $520 


OFF THE WALL DIVERS & ECOSPORTS ROATAN 800-382-7776 


Unstructured diving adventures since 1978. Fast Boats, 
Small Groups, Superb Walls. Instruction, Referrals, Rentals. 
Sail, Kayak, Waterski, Trailbike pkgs. w/wo Food & Airfare. 


CAYOS COCHINOS-PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 800-628-3723 


Smithsonian Biological Reserve - Maximum 20 divers 
The Best Little Dive Resort in the Western Caribbean 
Phone/Fax: 504-42-0974 - E-mail: hkinett@hondutel.hn 


REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 


Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. 
Meals, 2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 


MAYAN RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 

PADI IDC/IEs UTILA ISLAND DIVER’S DEPOT 


EK and Sally Sowell teach IDCs before Utila IEs. We can 
arrange Advanced Open Water through Divemaster before IDC. 
Fax: (011) 409-564- “4704 


Ph: (011) 409-564-3483 





DIVE DERAWAN- INDONESIAN BORNEO 800- 443- ‘0799 
Dive with mantas/turtles in pristine Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 
islands off Indonesia’s Borneo. Week packages from $1130. 
wee avail w/ air from US fax 415 442 0289 ph Al 5-442- ‘0799 





JAMAQUA SCUBA CENTRE 
P.0. Box 65, Runaway-Bay, 5 Star PADI. Beginner Lessons, 
cert, camera, E-6 processing, video, 3 dives dly. Night dives, 
4 Qual. PADI instrs guides. Hotel dive pkgs. 


Tel: 809-973- -4845/Fax 4875 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 809 957-4425 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PADI Dive Shop. Beg. lessons 
dive pkg cert. Video camera rental, night dive specialists 3 dives 
nay vain qualiiied ineiractors and guides. ony 81 Bi 2963 





Hy0 INTERNATIONAL DIVE COLLEGE & RESORT 81 55-827-1 868 
Japan’s finest dive resort & training facility. Oceanfront 
villa/42’ custom dive boat. Training & worldwide placement 
of Japanese instructors. USA owned & operated. 

MAXDIVE, JAPAN 8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 

30 years of safety and quality divings. Instructions in big 


training pool. Sales, tours with care. UMW p photo. — 


| MALAYSIA | 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
pkgs from $2375 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
12 day pkg. | FAX: 415/442-0289 or call 800 443-0799. 
ADVENTURE IN BORNEO AND BEYOND... 800-346-6116 
Diving Sipadan Island and Malaysia since 1989. 

Call Ken or Jolene for the real story. 


ISLAND DREAMS Fax (713) 973-8585 


ABDILLAH SIPADAN PARADISE _ Fax: 6088-233562, 235055 
Dive & stay at Sipadan daily 3 boat dives, unlimited wall dives. 
Open 365 * OPT: ECO/ADVENT. Tour Borneo. P.O. Box 12248 
88825 Kota Kinabbalu, Sabah, Malaysia. Tel: 6088-223918 
BORNEO DIVERS 800-247-3483 
Nobody knows Borneo better. fax 206-441-5431 
Contact our US rep for complete 206-441-3483 
air/land/dive packages. 

PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 
Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unitd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 
SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Borneo’s best diving destinations! Back again! Special rates 
until Dec 96! Call for details! Great land extensions in Borneo! 
Dive Discovery CA 415/256-8890 fax 415/258-9115 





ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “KO! MALA” 800 443-0799 
Affordable and HIGH VOLTAGE diving in comfort on 80’ KOI MAL 6 
dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt package inclu air from LA $3895 or boat 
only $2250 (9nts) BEST DIVING IN MALDIVES Fax 415 442-0289 


#1 MALDIVE LIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less. Fax 206-441-5431 
Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 206-441-3483 


ue NL ls ee 5S et el 





AKUMAL, YUCATAN, MEXICO 800-448-7137 
Caribbean dive packages in small resort near Cancun and 
Cozumel. Beachfront condo and reef dives. Cave diving also 
available. Call Akumal Vacations for brochure. 

AQUA WORLD PH 52 98 852288 FAX 52 98 852299 
Cancun’s only PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Center. 

Resort & 2 tank dives, night dives, PADI certifications. 
E-mail: aquaworld@www.interacces.com.mx 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 800-843-6967 
LA PAZ live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. 
Experienced crews and professional service since 1974. 
Fax: 619-581-6542 or E-mail: travel@bajaex.com 

COZUMEL BEACHFRONT HOME/DIVE PACKAGES 

Flexible fast trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi 
dive discounts. 1-10 Br Homes. Individual Attention. 
800/833-5971 BLUE BUBBLE DIVER FAX/ 212/979-2993 
CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 
Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! 
Full Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 Free Brochures Land/Dive/Air Pkgs. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. For a (800) 308-5125 
wealth of free info./reservations call or Fax 206-441-5431 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villa on the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
DIVING ADVENTURES/COZUMEL 800-243-7480 
Specializing in Personal Service, Fast Boats and Small 
Groups w/Ssafety. All Boats well equipped, Multi Dive discounts. 
All Levels of Scuba Instr. Home & Condos available. 
COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS Fx 01152 987 24514 800-346-9470 
New 2 bdrm apts & 3-5 bdrm villas w/full kitchen, maid, 
A/C sleeps 1-10, pool, spa, rinse tank, gear storage. 

Dive pkgs avail. E-mail 103503.304@compuserve.com 
COZUMEL VILLAS/DIVE PALANCAR 1-800-251-9649 
Absolutely charming 1-3 bedroom town & beach villas. 
Pool, maid, from $300/week 

Dive trips with Dive Palancar available. 

COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS 1-800-291-2715 
!Your mini-hacienda from $95/nite! Eight homes w/pool & 
gardens. Maid, AC, gear rinse. Resident mgr. custom dive 
specialists. Group discounts. Fx 210-896-3588 US owners 
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COPPER SKY’S SUPERB SOCORRO/SEA OF CORTEZ DIVING 
Live-aboard charters for groups to 12 aboard splendid 88 ft. 
schooner; mantas, sharks & more divedavs. Group Wholesale 
rates. Fax 604-433-8808 or Email-copprsky@direct.ca 
ECOLOGICAL DIVE CENTER CPH (112) 6005 4 LA PAZ BCS MEX 
The only one in personalized service. Sml. grps. 4-6 divers 
your Safety is first. Instructor & owner supervision. Enjoy 
sea lions, sharks, mantas, whales. Instruction, rental. 
COZUMEL - GRAND CLUB CROWN PRINCESS 1-800-504-0552 
Unlimited diving, hotel, food & beverage. Cost $139/person/mo. 
For one year, unlimited # of stays. Children & guests free. 
Membership is for 2 adults. Fax 713-978-6364 
COZUMEL LA PERLA BEACH AND DIVE RESORT 1-800-852-6404 
A/C dbl room, balcony above the ocean. Fax 011-52-987-20819. 
A 5 pool private beach & pier. Ph 011 52-987-20188. Terrific 
snorkeling off of your door, 6 passsenger, fast boat. 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL  CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & jeep 
rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 
COZUMEL/SCUBA-DU 5298720322 ext 4109 fax 5298724130 
The best in customized service. 4 custom fully equipped 
dive boats. Bilingual divemasters PADI/NAUI Dive Center. 
All levels of scuba instr. Hotel dive pkgs. 

SEA OF CORTEZ / LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, 
suite & condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & 
whale sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 
SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & 8842336 Eve. US 1-800-336-3483. 
Oldest 5 Star PADI Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, 
NAUI. Tours, courses, referrals Ex comm Military dvr mgr 
40+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 

A SUNSHINE ADVENTURE 888-865-2729 
Dive in the Aquarium of the World—Sea of Cortez 
Oceanfront accommodations, the La Concha Resort in 
LaPaz. Packages inlcuding air, hotel, diving, fishing, etc... 
BAJA TIO WATERSPORTS 800-246-6226 
6 PADI/SSI stores in Los Cabos and other locations. 

Fast boats, sm grps, top equip. air/hotel/dive packages. 
www.tiosports.com info@tiosports.com Fx 310-379-0896 










BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS 800-U-GO-DIVE 
Finally open after 40 years, the best in the pacific: 

Aircraft Carrier Saratoga, Japanese Battleship Nagato, 

Cen Pac Dive Exp Fax 714-851-3111 or ph: 692-625-3250 
CARP ISLAND RESORT PALAU 011 680-488-2978 Ph 680-488-3155 Fx 
Natural paradise island surrounded by priv. beaches, ocean 
& neighboring Rock Islands. Close to Palau’s premier dive 
sites. Pkgs avail.: Diving/Fishing/Land Tour Accommodations 
FAMED FISH N’ FINS 800-247-3483 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true WA 206-441-3483 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORT PH. 691-370-3567 FX 691-370-3568 
Enjoy peace & tranquillity. Dive Kosrae, “Jewel of Micronesia” 
Virgin walls & drop-offs to explore. Custom boat with full 
shade cover. Visit ancient ruins, WWII caves, waterfalls. 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 
lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Speci. 5 nt pkgs. 
PALAU-PETER HUGHES SUN DANCER 619-270-2900 FX 490-1002 
All gay trip March 12, ‘97 with optional Yap & Truk Tours. 
Undersea Expeditions - the Gay/Lesbian Scuba specialists. 
Dive with “family” year-round e-mail: underseax@aol.com 
SPLASH 1-800-247-3483 
Palau’s only PADI 5 Star dive center. Splash offers dive 
tours and Nikonos photo/video center conveniently located 
at the Palau Pacific Resort. Fax 011 (680) 488-1741 
TRUK STOP HOTEL PH 691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant and Bar. Located right on the water 
and less than one mile from the airport. Guests are within 
easy walking distance of major stores and dive shops. 
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NEW GUINEA 
ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $210 p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' MV FEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 


for information packages including free video 
PH/303 494-8384 or FAX 303-494-1202 







M/Y NAUTIKA 100’ A/C DIVE BOAT 5-7 DAYS 1-800-359-0747 
Dive the best reefs in Philippines Sulu Sea. Cebu, Apo. 

Ph: (632) 7135648 to 49 Fax: (632) 614230 44 Brixton Hill. 
e-mail: nautika@mnl.sequel.net.Sta.Mesa.Manila 

WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 
Dive the beautiful reefs of Puerto Galera with Asia Divers or anywhere 
in the Philippines. Other pkgs. avail. We do it all. WHITETIP, 
Joncor 1! Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 


PUERTO RICO 


CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 787-729-2929 FX 787-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902-2470. 
Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAUI & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 23 years experience. 
CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUIPRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 

Over 24 sites within 20 minutes from our dock. 4 













AQUA SPORT RED SEA PH 97276334404 FX 97276333771 
PAD! 5x Diving courses at all levels. 35 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast dive boats/live-aboard/shore diving/Sinai Safaris 
3 great locations Eilat, Taba Hilton, Nuweiba Hilton Egypt 
#1 CAMEL DIVE CLUB - SHARM EL SHEIKH, EGYPT 
Live-aboards, Resort packages, Camel Safaris; Direct Tel: 
011-20-62-600700; FAX 011-20-62-600601 US REP 
800/821-6670 (Nationwide/Canada); 800-262-6670 (CA only) 
CORAL QUEEN 1-800-809-0305 
7 cabins fully A/C unlimited dive, weekly 

Saturday departure to the South & Brothers Islands, 

special rate $1390 per person. 

DIVERS LODGE LAND BASED PACKAGES _ 1-800-809-0305 
Sharm & Hurghada: Movenpick $699 (sgl supl avi). Pkg incl 7 
nts Htl, BB dly, 6 dys-2 dives p/d. xfer aprt/htl/aprt. Excl Live- 
aboard avi. PADI, NAUI, CMAS trng, RT air frm $600 ex NYC. 
FANTASEA Il - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 

Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 
Tel: (800) 390-DIVE, Fax: (310) 571-7154, www.fantasea.com. 
25th year of Red Sea operation. Dive S. Egyptian Islands 
FORTUNA II, LIVE-ABOARD 1-800-809-0305 
Aval ind & grps from $1990 + tax p.p., spcl in July only. Brothers 
trips fr $2390 + tax. Dpt Thur. 8 dy trip, incl RT air fr NYC, unltd 
dives, meals, xfers. Nobody buys retail anymore, why should you? 
M/Y FORTUNA! & Il 800-247-3483 
Luxury live-aboards for (Fax) 206-441-5431 


12 and 16 guests. (WA) 206-441-3483 
Weekly 7 night departures 
GHAZALA FLEET 800-247-3483 


Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai 
Divers. Diving both the northern and southern Egyptian Red 
Sea. 25 yrs. experience. Fax 206-441-5431 WA 206-441-3483 





RAERIS | 98’ SUPERIOR LIVE-ABOARD 800-854-9334 
Fm Sharm El Shiekh, Dive Vessel Reputed Best by SDM. 
Whole Boat Charters or group booking with minimum of 8. 
Egypt Land Tours-Discount Airfares. FAX 714-644-5329 
RED SEA SPORTS CLUB, EILAT ISRAEL Tel. 972-7-376569 
All levels of PADI Courses, shore diving wkly Sinai Dive Safari. 
Daily boat dive to Coral Island. Egypt live-aboard diving the 
“Poolster.” Hotel & diving special offers. Fax 972-7-374083 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 140° SEA SURVEYOR 800-443-0799 
Dive the SUDAN/ERITERA/YEMEN Apr-Nov 10-14 day sched 
trips from $2300. Groups chtrs avail. Fax 415-442-0289, 
415-442-0799. E-mail: adventure@AdventureExpress.com 
#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class sve. 
Live-aboard Angelina || and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 
#1-A SINAI DIVERS 800-247-3483 
Sharm el Sheikh. FAX 206-441-5431 
Ghazala Hotel dive package $699 206-441-3483 
for 7 nights/6 dive days. Discounted airfares. 






CAPTAIN'S QUARTERHOTEL = ~—_800-883-SABA 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, reef diving. 
Pkg. rates w/all dive shops incl. Full bkfast & box lunch. 
SABA - “THE UNSPOILED QUEEN OF THE CARIBBEAN 
DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
713-467-8835 or Fax 713-461-6044 

One stop shop for individual, group, charter diving. Air, 
rates available. Extention diving to St. Eustatius 

JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA  011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. Dive packages available. 
SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 011-599-46-3347 
P.O. Box 22, Fort Bay, Saba, NA. FAX: 011-599-46-3397 


Full service dive center, restaurant, boutique, training facility. NAUI 
and PADI. Learn to dive or how to dive better. Down deep, we care. 
SEA SABA DIVE CENTER Ph:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 
Individuals or groups: our friendly, prof. dive instrs. show you 
the best of the Saba Marine Park. Lrg 40° boats are 
comfortable and uncrowded. Pkgs w/accm. 


800-328-5285 


SEYCHELLES 


FANTASEA Il - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 
Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 

Tel: (800) 390-DIVE Fax:(310) 571-7154. www.fantasea.com.. 
The only live-aboard to the incredible Aldabra Atoll. 


SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 


#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-247-3483 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of Fax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. 206-441-3483 
Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. 

DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 


















KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 809 465-2670 809-465-1950 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Fax (809) 466-5320 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 

cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 








ANSE CHASTANET HOTEL SCUBA ST. LUCIA 809/459-7000 
P.O. Box 7000, Soufriere, PADI 5-Star, Fax 809 459-7700 
Beach/Boat/Wall/Night Divg., Dive Pkgs, 800 328-5285 
Accom., 2 Bars/Rest., Comp., Snork., Winds., Sailing, Tennis 
LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $350. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & ELEGANT. 
Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate from $350. 
Call for info & reservations. 

WYNDHAM MORGAN BAY RESORT/Dive Fair Helen 1-800-327-8150 
P.O. Box 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335. All inclusive resort 
with wind surfing Kayaks waterskiing sailing tennis & more. 
Dive packages from $730. Ph 954-462-3400 _Fx 954-462-4100 





OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER _ ph/fax 011-599-5-44357 
Simpson Bay Beach, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles 

PADI & NAUI certif & referrals. Daily boat dives & lessons. 
Reefs & wrecks. 30 years exper. small groups. Retail store. 


TRADEWINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599 5 75176 
PADI & SSI Facility. 5 minutes Fax 011 599 5 23605 
from cruise ships. Daily boat dives located at Great Bay 

Marina dock. Behind Chesterfields Restaurant in Philipsburg 


ST. VINCENT & 
HE GRENADINE 


DIVE BEQUIA/PLANTATION HOUSE FAX 809-458-3886 
Book direct with the travel experts who live there. 
$599/pers/week Apr 15-Dec. 15-1996 special for groups. 
Contact Bob or Christina at 809-458-3504. 









SUNSPORTS DIVE CENTER-BEQUIA U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports a 
PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 

able pkgs avail. 


LANDFALL ADV TVL CA-510/794-1599 





ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443-0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
from $2450 7 night trip. Fax 442-0289. Call 415-442-0799 





BURMA BANKS/SIMILAN ISL LIVE-ABOARD MV FANTASEA 
98 ft. a/c, E6 proc/PADI 5 star center day trips courses 
Fantasea Divers P.O. Box 20, Patong, Phuket 83150, Ph/Fax 
6676-340309 USA Rep 800-443-0799/Fax 415-442-0289 
DIVE MASTER CO., LTD. LIVE-ABOARD DIVE MASTER II 
Unforgettable services, Unlimited drinks, Unsurpassed diving 
110/63 Ladprao 18, Bangkok 10900 Fax 662-9384218 
PADI/NAUI Courses. Trips to Andaman Sea/Gulf of Thailand 
LIVE-ABOARD MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER (A/C) FX: 66 76 381 219 
5 Day dive cruises to Similan/Surin or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Cert. Day dives: Shark Point, Racha, Phi-Phi 
PIDC ee 1/10 Viset Road (Chalong Bay) —,, 


TOBAGO 





MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Cl Charlotteville 2 Tobago, WILE 809- 660- 4676 
World class PADI diving small groups of 6. 40+ virgin sites, 
walls, drifts, pinnacles, Mantas and much more. 


USA TOLL FREE call Pan Caribe Tours | 800- 525- -6896 
[TURKS & CAICOS| 
ISLANDS 








DIVE GRAND TURK! PHONE 809-946-1408 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 
DIVE PROVO Unspoiled Caribbean walls 800-234-7768 
on Provo at Turquoise Reef Resort & Casino, PAD! 5-Star, 

4 boats-fully equipped, awesome walls, pelagics, corals +++ 
inst/photo, reef ID pkgs & groups 305-351-9771/809-946-5029 
FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 
Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay 
- N.W. Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats 
Friendly Experienced & Informative Staff. 

OASIS DIVERS - GRAND TURK 1-800-892-3995 
We spoil you with unbeatable service and unbelievable 
diving on the spectacular walls of the Caribbean. 

PADI inst, photo, night dives, snorkeling, personal attn. 

ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 

The Turks & Caicos’ premiere dive operation estab 1970. 
Facilities at both the Turtle Cove Inn and Ocean Club. 

PADI, NAUI/SSI. Call direct (809) 946-4232 Fax 941-5296. 
PROVO AQUATIC ADVENTURES 800-967-3483 
On Provo at Royal Bay Resort & Villas - New 4-Star Resort 
305-489-7749/809-946-8000 x149 dive unspoiled walls! 

Big time beauty-life-luxury, inst., jet boats, PADI, grps & pkgs. 
TURTLE INN DIVERS (800) 359-3483 FAX (815) 623-6574 


Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45’ custom built catamaran equipped with 4 
fresh water showers and marine head on board. 


U.S. VIRGIN 


ISLANDS 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO-ON ST. JOHN - 800/835-7730 
NAUI/PADI 5 Star Facility 809 776-6234 
Diving every day in US Nat’! park with 4 boats and 15 staff. 
Accommodations from budget to Hyatt LUXURY Resort. 
DIVE EXPERIENCE 809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 

First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 
DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina 809/775-6100 X2144. 
P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 

LOW KEY WATERSPORTS _ Ph/Fax: SHOP-809/693-8999 
P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 

PADI 5 Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. Diving for 
beginners thru experts. Small groups, Personal attention. 
SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE II 809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Cruise ship 
pickup. Reef/Wreck, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., 
Sales, Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 
ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 1-800-LETS DIV/538-7348 
A PADI 5 Star IDC Center. Earn advanced ratings and 
specialties. Daily boat dives. Full day trip to RMS Rhone. 
7147 Bolongo Bay. St. Thomas USVI 00802 

UNDERWATER SAFARIS (809) 774-1350 
P.O. Box 8469, St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 00801. PADI 5 Star 
Daily Boat Dives, Rentals. Next to Cruise Ship Dock at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Marina and Frenchman's Reef Hotel 








800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 

206-441-3483 
ANTARES III. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly 


Be ie —EEEE 
Caribbean’s most action packed 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard 





SEA CANOES, NATURAL HISTORY ADVENTURES 
VIETNAM; Halong Bay is a World Heritage site, 3000 islands, 
Award Winning “Quiet and Clean Travel” 
Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, 


1-800-990-3839 


“Half off! 


Set sail ona 6 or 13 day _ 
Caribbean adventure 

and bring a buddy 

tor 1/2 fare! 


Call your travel 
agent or 


1-800-327- 2601. 


http://www. windjammer.com 


* Must show diver 
certification upon booking. 
June - mid December 
sailings. Restrictions apply. 


Windjammer 
Barefoot Cruises... 


} P.O. Box 190120, Dept. 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 § 
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DIVE KEY LARGO 


The Perfect Vacation Package! 
“Dive with someone you know, with over 23 
years of experience in Pennekamp Park and 
the Marine Sanctuary. Dive the wreck of the 

USCG Cutter Duane, Christ of the Abyss, 
the Benwood, Molasses, French and Pickles 

Reefs and little known spots like Grouper 

Alley and the Mini-Wall. 
Attractive dive and snorkel packages at the 
beautiful Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort, 
home of Holiday Casino Cruises. 


2 NIGHTS/2 DAYS 
SUMMER SPECIAL 


*] Bin. 


faves [Ure (=towrs(exere)aalanverer-tice)arommee)altialsvaltcy| 
breakfast, 2 dives per day, tanks and weights. 


—s 
Hotiday Swarr 


ps bao Sag 
¢ Casino Boat 
¢ Dive Boat only steps from your room 
¢ Spacious Rooms 
¢ Two large pools and Jacuzzi 
¢ Fitness Center ¢ Tiki Bar 
¢ Children’s Activities 


SEA DWELLERS 
DIVE CENTER 
1-800-451-3640 


©SD/AD 1996 
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42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUN 10-4 * MON - WED 9-6 
THUR 9-7pm °¢ FRI 9-1 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


The Diver's Emporium 


24 Hour 954 9.691-7286 


E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 
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CHAMPION MASTER ADMIRAL 


PYRAMID 


Mini Plus 
Octopus 


‘139° °*59°"°3 


Air Plus Regulators 


A down stream demand system which provides the diver with 
reliable and high performance. 
The Air Plus is constructed of the finest materials available. 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 
exhaust valve, padded cummerbund, 
soft touch inflator, hard pack, two 
large pockets with quick drain, 
adjustable shoulder straps, hose 
holder & D rings. 


A unique BC where stability and 
comfort come together. Complete 
soft pack, plush lining, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft 
touch inflator, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable straps, hose 
holder, integral cummerbund har- 
ness, extra heavy foam padding, low 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 

¢ Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 
inflator, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose 
holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy 


Polyplast coating which is baked on brass at 500 degrees to 
give you the strength of brass and the protection of high impact 
plastics. Balanced piston, 2 high pressure ports, 4 low 
pressure ports, 3602 swivel 30” hose 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight system 
up to 35 Ibs. Unrivaled comfort and 
stability. Rugged brass inflator with 
built-in over pressure valve. Lift 
Capacity up to 55 Ibs. Dual tank 
bands and 6 D 


At Leisure-Pro, we guaran- 
tee that you will pay the low- 


foam padding . 


$139" profile. $4 79° 


All BCs available in colors and in Small, Medium, Large, XL, and XXL 
Low Pressure Hose Included 


BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 
Decompression Computer 


¢ Patented Color-coded pictograph ¢ Instant Readability 
¢ Visual Alarm ¢ Automatic Activation 
e Automatic Back lighting 
e Auto Altitude Compensating (to 10,000 ft.) 
¢ 9 Dive Log History © Pre-Dive Scrolling Mode 
¢ Nitrogen Level e No Decompression Time ¢ Depth 
e Decompression Status © Maximum Depth ¢ Bottom Time 
* Temperature ¢ Dive Counter ¢ Battery Level Status 


*189”° 


rings. $199°5 
Dry Suits 

eNokia eHarvey’s 
¢Diamond Dry Suits.Call 
Harvey’s 

Semi Dry Suit 6.5mm .239.95 
2nd Skin SK-190 ....149.95 
Henderson Polartec .164.95 
J. Garcia Lycra Skin ...59.95 
J. Garcia Polartec ...179.95 


est price in the nation on every 

item we sell. Here’s how it 

works. Find any identical item 

priced lower at any Authorized 

Dealer in the country that can 

be verified and we will beat 

that price by an additional 5%. 

Competitor must have item in 

stock, including size, color and same year model, at 

the time of purchase. If the item is not in stock, 

Leisure-Pro will gladly match the competitor’s price. 
Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and 

liquidations. 


¢ User replaceable Battery ¢ Display area 


4.8 sq. in. © Work depth to 220 ft. 


e Available Wrist or Hose 


LP) See od ee es ' ed a 


5% Discount on any 3- we outfit with Mask, Fin & Snorkel 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 


e Full Foot Fins 
e Low Volume Mask 
e Silicone Snorkel 


42°> 


TUSA 


Corrective Lenses Available 


MASKS 
New TM7500Q Splendive II Call 
T5700 Split Lens Call 
TM7000Q Imprex Call 
TM3800Q Single Lens Call 
TM6000Q 4 Window Call 
TM8000Q w/purge Hyperdry Call 
TM2000Q Mini Kleio Call 
TM4000Q Kleio Call 

FINS 

Liberator Xten 5000 
Liberator Xten 5500 
IMPREX SF-7700 
IMPREX-SF-8800 Small 
XPERT SF-5900 


SNORKLES 
New SP 500Q Hyperdry 
New SP 580Q Hyperdry 
SP210 Q 
SP410 Q 
SP300 Q 
SP400Q 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Sale 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
BOOTS 
Boots 3500Z Call 
Slippers 2300 Call 


SHERWOOD MASKS 
Genesis Split Lens (4000) 41.95 
Genesis Split Lens (4200) 41.95 
Mini Mag Single Lens (4400)39.95 
Genesis 4 Window (4600) 44.95 
Genesis Slim Line (4700) 29.95 

SNORKLES 
Genesis Flex Purge 
Genesis with Purge 


SEA QUEST 
MASK 
Tetra 4 Window 
FINS 
Wenoka Reflex 


21.95 
18.95 


01 = 7.) 
PACKAGE 


e Silicone Flex Snorkel, 
¢ Open Heel Fins 
¢ Silicone Mask 


yy Je 


U.S. DIVERS 
MASKS 
Corsica Mask Tri View 
Look Split Lens 
Hawaii 1 Single Lens 
Hawaii 2 Split Lens 
Hawaii 3 
Hawaii 4/ 4 Window 
Scan Tri View 
FINS 


39.95 
29.95 
29.95 
29.95 
34.95 
39.95 
49.95 


Blades 

Compro OH 
SNORKELS 

Impulse 


Flex Impulse 23.95 
Aquarius w/purge 16.95 


OCEAN MASTER 


100% Dry Snorkel only 


Proflo : 
MASKS with Purge 
Equalizer Z2 39.95 
Equalizer 24 

Pro Vision 


SCUBA PRO 
MASKS 


New Hot Frames 
Tri Vent w/purge 
XQ Tri Vent 
Quad Vision 
View Split 
Focus 
Scenic 


59.95 
32.95 


21.95 


64.95 
64.95 
59.95 
54.95 
49.95 
34.95 
42.95 


39.95 Futura 2 


SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 
Twin Valve 


24.95 
29.95 


FINS 
Veloce H.P. 
Gorilla Seawings 
Classic Sea Wing 
Jet Fins 
XQ Sea Wing 
Hyper SW 


SEAVISION 
Mask’s Artistic Colors & Filtered 
Lenses for Better View 64.95 


69.95 
91.95 
58.95 
59.95 
84.95 
69.95 


$219°° 


SCUBA 
PACKAGE 
e Semi Dry Flex Snorkel 
e Open Heel Fins { 
e 4 Window Mask 
14°° 
DACOR 
MASKS 
Quantum w/Purge 
Integra 4 Window 64.95 
Integra 4 Window QL 54.95 
Integra DL 49.95 Tri Vista69.95 
Ultra VU Il 34.95 Ultra Il 34.95 
Pursuit DL 49.95 Pursuit SL49.95 
FINS 
Turboflex S.P. 
Integra Fin 
SNORKELS 


Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 21.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 23.95 


OCEANIC 


Prismatic Il 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 
Customeyes 4 

Max Vis Il Single Lens 
Maxim Eyes Split Lens 
Bi-Vu 2 64.95 Bi-Vu 4 


MARES 


MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Venstosa 


34.95 


49.95 
79.95 


36.95 
36.95 
39.95 
42.95 
47.95 
64.95 


FINS 
Plana Avanti 
Avanti HP Full Foot 
Avanti Quattro 
Power Plana SL 
Avanti Apnea 
Avanti L FF. 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 





DIVER'S PACKAGES 


PACKAGE #1001 
e TUSA Libarator 2 BC 
e U.S Divers 
Regulator 
e Cayman Double 
Console 


PACKAGE #1002 
e BLUE REEF 
Champion BC 
e TUSA TR-350 
Regulator 
¢ Double Console 
e Large Duffle Bag 240 Depth w/MDI 


°339"° °319”° 


DIVER'S PACKAGE #1004 
* B.C. - TUSA, SHERWOOD, SEAQUEST 
* Regulator - MARES, SHERWOOD, TUSA 
* Console - 240 ft. depth/MDI/ 5000 PSI/Temp = 469" 
® Air Max Octopus ¢ Save-a-Dive Kit 
*® Regulator Bag ¢ Diver's Light “NIN 
* Oct Holder * Gauge Holder « Hose Protectors ° SS Dive Knife 


PACKAGE #1005 PACKAGE #1006 
* BLUE REEF Admiral BCD ¢ BLUE REEF Admiral BCD 
* BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator ¢ TUSA TR400 Regulator 
* BLUE REEF Triple Digital Console BLUE REEF Triple Gauge 
« BLUE REEF Air Max Octopus e TUSA Duo-Air IR-3 


°*489"" *589" 


we w ere eccecsceseesaases OPER OCEUEU UU UEP ESE eee E eee eee eVeLeeeerererrerrrrrrrrrrrrrr rrr yy errr) 


ELECTRONIC DIGITAL GAUGE 
Durable & efficient reads: Depth max depth / 
Dive time / Surface interval / Ascent warning / 
Water air temp. / Logs 4 dives.Available in three 
combinations. 

Module only 

Wrist Mount 

Double Digital Console 

w/Pressure 


Triple Digital Console 
w/Pressure & Compass 


DIVER'S WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 


OCITIZEN TAG HEUER 


PRO MASTER 1000 2-tone #980029 
SERIES 3000 2 tone #937413 


PACKAGE #1003 

° TUSA IMPREX BC 

e Sherwood Regulator 

¢ Gauge Depth, PSI, 
Temperature 

e Sherwood Minimus 
Octopus 


*479"° 


Create Your 
Own Brand 
Name 
Package - 
Mix & 
Match any 
BC /Reg/ 
Console 
for 
significant 
Savings~ 
Cail for 
Details 


Wywt 
am. Only 


Available 
in Metric 


DW6500 
AW 330 Altimeter 
DW 5900 G Shock 


New Seiko Kinetic 

$23542 Scuba 200m DM .....309.95 

SDS105 Diver’s 200m 

SwWY021 

523469 Diver's Qtz. w/log...269.95 
499.95 SHC033..199.95 

$233287 Scubamaster Com 

SWY022 Sport Tech 

Sea&Sea Marine Dive Watch .49.95 

Time Line 300 ft WIR Dive .....19.95 


Aqualand 
Aqualand II 
Aqualand Pro 
Aqualand Duplex 
D/M Chronograph 
100M Professional 
200M Professional 
Titanium 200 Meter 
Hyper Aqualand 
with Interface Unit 


DEP 600C Logs 20 Dives 289. 95 
AW 560 G Shock 


DW 6600 G Shock 
TS 200 Therm 


Pathfinder Digital Compass 
Watches Available 





Dive Rite Wings Double Tank Package #2030P : 
¢ BC Wings - ABS Backplate & DLX Harness 
¢ Bands ¢ Bolt Kit © Utility Pocket & 
Z-Knife & Octopus Retainer 


| For a copy of our new Illustrated catalog- | 

294° ! blease print your name, address and 

day time phone and mail to: i 

Underwater Scooter 1 

Maxx Stealth l 


Torpedo 2000-20 


j Leisure Pro-Customer service 
Call 1 42 West 18th St. New York, NY 10011 


Call ee rn ar are ee eae Wiis Aig heehee | 


EXCLUSIVE COMPUTERS 
DIVE COMPUTER : 


¢ Dive planning (pre-dive 
planning mode, including 
repetitive dive plan) 

* Three altitude modes 

¢ Surface Interval time, No 
decompression time 
remaining, Ceiling depth 

¢ Present depth, Fast ascent 
warning"SLOW” e Dive log 

¢ Maximum depth ¢ Elapsed dive time 

¢ Dive counter, Thermometer * Low battery warning 

¢ Decompression mode: activated upon violalon of 
the prescribed no decompression limit 

* Decompression-stop indication at three ceiling 
levels — descent and ascent indications 

* Contact: Log, Altitude mode 


Free Gauge Protector with Every Computer Purchase 


Mares Divemate 419.95 
Encore Module only....239.95 
Encore Combo 


Dacor Omni Dive Computer.299.95 
Dacor Omni Pro 


DYE COMPUTER zi 
Source Wrist/Hose 


Source Combo 

Sea Quest EON 

Scuba Pro DC Il Computer 

Console 

The Bridge (Nitrox) 

Cochran Dive Computers...Call 


¢ Contact: Activation (Auto shut off), Dive planning rf ik neal ah waneteS ae Ae it Call 


« Flying Not Recommended 
information «Wrst Mount — $4]. GAS WE CARRY METRIC COMPUTERS 
EXCLUSIVE CONSOLES 


Fits into your console 
¢ US DIVERS Data Pro DS2 with Bottom Timer...179.95 
¢ US DIVERS Compass Module DP2 
¢ US DIVERS Pivot DP2...0000 en, 
¢ US DIVERS Pivot DS3 
e US DIVERS Pivot Data pro 2 Hi-Vis. 


US Diver Scan 4 
US Divers Pivot Matrix ........ Call 


* Oceanic DataMax I! Navcon 

¢ Oceanic MultiMax Navcon 

* Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon 

¢ Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730) 
¢ Sherwood Compass Capsule 


¢ Tri Gauge 5000 PSI, HMDI, Temp 

¢ Pressure Gauge ONLY é 

¢ Double Console PS! 5000 pressure/depth/Temp ..79.95 
¢ Double Console Metric & Bar 84.9 
¢ Dacor Endura Console 

¢ Dacor Digital Console 

¢ Dacor System Compass 

¢ TUSA SCA/760 Console Triple Guage 

¢ New TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass Call 
¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage 


e US Divers Pivot Compass 

¢ Scuba Pro Console VIP #28085 

¢ Scuba Pro Dive Sonar1........ 

* Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’ 

¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass 
¢ Scuba Pro LS1 Compass Wrist... 

¢ Mares Escort II Digital Gauge ...... 

¢ Mares Escort Ill Digital Gauge .......... 

¢ Mares Wrist Compass................00....... 


EXCLUSIVE REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


US MARES 
SHERWOOD 


Maximus 
Magnum Il, 
Blizzard, 


Oasis 2, Classic 


MR-12 Voltrex 
MR-22 Abyss 
MR-12 HIDFC 


Conshelf 22 
Sea 3/4 
Micra Plus 


Combined Regulator & BC 
Power Inflator System 
Replace your octopus with this system 
to have one less gear to wear Equive- 
lant to SeaQuest air source 
or Scuba es ALR. 2 only 99*° 

Tusa Duo Air / IR-3 


lela i ile 

Omega ll, 
Alpha,|IV 
Delta Il 


Tusa $$350 octpus 

Tusa $$400 octpus 

Scuba Pro Octopus R190 

Blue Reef Airmax Octpus 

Seaquest Air Source E 
Sherwood Octopus #3107 RH 64.95 
Sherwood ECO Octopus #3108 74.95 


TUSA 
Imprex TR-400 
Liberator TR-200 
Imprex-2 TR-350 
AD-2 TR-390 


DACOR 


EXTREME 
EXTREME + 
ENDURO 
QUANTUM 


U.S. Divers Octopus 

U.S.Divers Air Mic 

U.S.D. Micra+Octopus 

Oceanic Alpha Octopus 

Oceanic Omega II Octopus ..129.95 
Beuchat Octopus 

Dacor Enduro 


Full line of Brand Name B.C.s in stock 
eTusa «Sherwood °US Divers -Beuchat ¢ Sea Quest *Dacor ¢ Oceanic «Mares 


Compact Light | 
Halogen w/Spare_ | 
Bulb & Lanyard 

with 4 C Batteries 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 
UK-400 34.95 UK-400R 
UK-1200 Hal. 52.95 UK-800R 
Q40 25.95 Q60 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL-4 Sunlight 
SL-6 29.95 Spare Bulbs 
PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 8.95 
Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 
Kinglite 54.95 Dual Six 64.95 
Britelite 34.95 Stealthlite 
Pelican Cases 


Call 


IKELITE 


22.95 Maxi C-Fircnt. 50.95 
44.95 Super C-Lite HR 114.95 
Super C-Lite 27.95 Sata Lite Coil 47.95 
Sata Lite 40.95 RCD LightHR 114.95 
RCD Light 43.95 PC. Lite 22.95 
Full line of Ikelite Call 

Princeton Tec a 

Mag C&D Cell Flashlights 


WENOKA SEAQUEST 
COMPACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 
Sale #41603, ...44.95 #41601, 41602, 41605 47.95 
FULL SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK 
Full #41614, 41615 
Mid 41611, 41612 
COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK 


Mini C-Lite H 
Mini C-Fircnt. 


MINI Z-LOCK 


#41606, 41607, SEA LAZER Z-LOCK 


#41610, 41609.....34.95 
Sale Compact Comfort 2-Lock Ill 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Point ..64.95 — Titanium Blunt ....64.95 
TUSA 


Call 
SCUBA PRO 

Titanium Med 109.95 _ Titanium LR....114.95 
BLUE REEF 


Point ..19.95 Blunt 19.95 BC Knife 14.95 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


MARES SEABEAR, 
Cyrano 550 JBL, 
Cyrano 850 
Cyrano 700 & BENDITO 
Cyrano 970 J Spear Guns 
Cyrano 1100 ...169.95 - CALL- 


BACK PACKS 
Large 25x20x11 
Economy Pack 56% 
Regulator Bag Front Insert 12.95 
Deluxe Pack w/wheels 59.95 
Padded Regulator Bag 19.95 


WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 


6 Pocket or 7 Pocket TUSA IMPREX 


Roller Duffle Bag 
Mesh Ba 


Wt.Belt w/Buckle4.95 Back Pack BPI 


Q.R. Weight Belt 9.95 15.95 Back Pack.24.95 
SEAQUEST WENOKA BAGS 

XL Pro Excel Pac 

New ‘96 Pro Excel Pac w/wheels & Handle . 

Super Pack w/wheels 

Snorkel Pack 

Super Pack Duffle 

Compact Pro Excel Pac 

Max Pac Duffle 

Super Pack 3 

Pro Excel Pac 

Deluxe Super Pac 

Hydro Case with wheels 


BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


6.5mm Neoprene Wetsuit 

e Farmer John step-in jacket 

e Soft stretch neoprene ¢YKK zipper 

e Durable knee pads quality sealed 
edges.e Plush, smooth & cozy fits 
like a second skin. 


Available in all 5 
sizes. only 139° 
2mm, 3mm Shorty 59.95 


Jumpsuit 
2mm 74.95 3mm 89.95 


Royal Polartec® Suits 


e Nylon/Lycra outer layer 

® Velor fleece lining * YKK zippers 
non corrosive slides 

¢ 100% Windproof 

e Machine washable 

e Thermal capacity — 
702 and up 

Available in colors & sizes. 


Royal Lycra Skins 


¢ 8 oz. Nylon/Lycra tricot fabric « 82% nylon, 18% 
lycra ©200% stretch ¢ Center back seam 


e YKK zippers non corrosive slides 
» Machine washable 49°" 
only XS-XL 


Neoprene 


LAXPOLARTEC ° 


13 95 


only XS-XL 


Available in colors & sizes. 


No Surcharge for MasterCharge or Visa Purchases. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must 
be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers license tor reference. 
Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank war- 
ranty card. For return/exchange, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to accep- 
tance and verification. Products may not be eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty 
included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 
While Supplies Last. Not responsible for typographical errors Prices Valid Thru Sept. 3, 1996 Subject to supplier prices 












Nikonos RS-Call 

RS LENSES AND ACCESSORIES 
New 13/2.8 Fisheye 
28/2.8 Call 50/2.8 
20-35 Call SB-104 
Double Bracket 
Extension Arm 189.95 
O Ring RS14.95 Dbl. Cord 155. 


NIKONOS- 


Nikonos V 569.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 
Aqua Lens f/Nikon 

15/2.8UW 1499, 28/3.5UW 369. 
20/2.8UW 709. 35/2.5UW 167. 
80/4 UW 369. 


28mm UW Finder 19.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 89.95 
DF-11 299.95 DF-12 189.95 
SB 105 Complete Call 
SB 105 Flash Head 479.95 
TTL ayne Cord (Repl) 94.95 
Arm Joint (Repl) 49.95 
Sensor Holder f/SB102 44.95 
(SU101) Sensor Unit f/SB102 49.95 
Double TTL Sync Cord 159.95 
Open water sync cord 

set double 329.95 


Double Bracket 159.95 
Dbl Bracket Set f/SB105/3/2 329.95 


Ext Arm Set f/SB105/3/2 149.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 209.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 54.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 


ACCS. for NIKONOS 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 


TECHNICAL LIGHTING ARMS 


and Accessories f/Nikonos Call 
UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 68.95 
SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 
12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call 
Finder for 12mm Fisheye Call 
15/35 Call 20/3.5 wicase Call 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens Pett 
a 


High pyepoiry Viewfinder 
Optical Viewfinder Call 
YS-50 TTL w/Arm & Tray Call 
YS120 TTL Call YS300 TTL Call 
‘Ext Tubes 


AQUATICA 


Oisfributed by Nikon inc. 
New Aquatica f/N90 Elec. Call 


Aquatica f/Nikon F4 Call 
New Aluminum Housing. 
for most Sony TR Cameras Call 


ORDER TOLL FREE US and Canada 


800-888-4939 






Call--- 


Order Dept. Mon.-Thu 
Customer Relations (212 





SONY 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
MPK-TRA-2 Housing Call 
MPK-TRB-Marine Pack 
Sports Pack Series Call 


VL-80DA Video Light Call 
We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 
Please Call For Prices 


SEAcSEA 


MX-100 
Motor Marine MX-10 Call 
MX-10 w/external flash Kit Call 
20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 Call 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 
UW Filter f/200mm Lens 





New MOTOR MARINE II/EX 
w/TTL Flash capability, DX Coding, 


1/125 sync, Power winder = Call 
Motor Marine Il EX Kit 
with YS50 TTL flash Call 


16mm Conv. lens Call 
20mm Conv. lens Call Macro lens (1:3)Call 
Macro lens (1:2)Call Lens Caddy Call 


YS-50 TTL-II Kit Call 

YS-20 Flash Call 

Bulk Head Conn. f/MM-I| 9.95 
SX-1000 


Camera w/UW Housing Kit- Call 
UW Housings 
NX-90 Housing Call 
NX-50 Housing f/Nikon N50 Call 
NX-500 Hsng. f/Canon Rebel Call 
CLOSE-OUT SPECIALS 


Sea&Sea YS5OM 229.95 
Ikelite 
Substrobe-S Pkg. #39387 79.95 


Substrobe-S with Nelson Cord 

Pkg. #39388 139.95 
Substrobe-S with Nelson Cord 

Pkg. #40388 
Substrobe-S #4038 


rk Ww ia T & R 
STROMM ONE HOUSING 

¢ Features: finger tip control of your 
Nikon N90/8008, Canon EOS, 
Maxxum. Comes with Nikonos TTL 
strobe Connector Call 





UR PRO 


UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS 
IN STOCK 


TIFFEN 
UW FILTERS 


UW 0'-2' & 2'-7' Strobe Filter 3.95 





PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 
Approved by NIKON 





Basic UW Photography with a 
Nikonos V 
Complete, step by step instruction from 
assembly and testing of the system to 
achieving great results underwater right 
away. 29.95 
Advanced UW Wide Angle 
Photography with Nikonos 
#VIAUPW 29.95 


ewa-marine 


fs NEW REEFMASTER 
‘= Auto Underwater 


: Dive Camera 

_.. * Fully automatic 35mm 
~~ camera ¢ f:3.5 glass lens 

1/140 shutter speed 

¢ Hard molded underwater housing with 

“easy grip” rubber armoring 

* to 50 meter depth 179.95 

Sealife SportDiver 99.95 


MASTER SERIES 






UA up to 210mm lens 169.95 
UAX same as UA w/flash 184.95 
U-IS for Olympus IS 159.95 
U-FX Zoom & Flash 126.95 
U-FGM Side Flash 64.95 


Advanced UW Macro 
Photography #VIAUPM 24.95 
CATHY CHURCH: Photo Clinic 
instructional video explains the Cathy 
Church Technique of under water pho- 
tography. Find out how to get brilliant 
ames and vibrant ee 

54 minutes # 

Special Purchase 34.95 


PELICAN 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 


#500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 
Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 29.95 - 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 33.95 - 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 53.50 > 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 68.95 84.95 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")79.95 99.95 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 85.95 114.95 
New #1527 Conv. Travel Bag 64.95 
#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 99.95 129.95 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 118.95 146.95 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5")129.95 189.95 


SEA KING 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
WATERTIGHT CASES 


Inner Foam with 


U-AMZ Autofocus Zoom 64.95 Dimensions Version Dividers 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 613 13x9x6" 59.95 ~ 
Hurricane Hood 59,95 318 18x13x5" 84.95 ~ 
716 17x10x7 69.95 89.95 

UW VIDEO HOUSINGS = 7148 18x13x7" 84.95 124.95 
VST f/Sony TRS 209.95 821 21x13x8" 99.95 144.95 
VPL f/Sony FX 214.95 822 21x18x8" 149.95 _ 
VCR f/Canon E700 149.95 827 27x18x8" 184.95 _— 
VCA f/Canon A1 49.95 _Ti 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 29.95 men rignt 
VML f/Canon ES2000 99.95 Large (18x12x7.5") 59.95 
Video Cape Small 99.95 X-Large (19x15x9”) 69.95 
flother models = Calll for Price 

ACCU-GEAR 

Housing for Sony TR-Series Camcorde’rs................::cceeeeeeeees Call 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


42 West 18th Street « New York, NY 10011 


rs. 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9:30-6pm EST. 
741-0466 Mon.-Thurs. 9-7pm Sun. 11 EST 









CANON 
Sure Shot A1 UAW Call 
NEW CANON UW HOUSINGS 
CE-O5 Housing for A2Z/A2E _— Call 
CE-O5 Housing for Rebel X/XS Call 





New AQUA SHOT Il 
Now includes a roll of film 


patie: hen & Non Flash 

isposable 

Kodak & Fuji cameras 62° 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 

Aquashot II Kit includes: 

Aquashot II, Macro Kit, 


Case and 234° 


Substrobe AQ/S 
CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 549.95 
f/Nikon N70 549.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 549.95 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 549.95 
VIDEO HOUSINGS 


INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 
TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 


fimost Sony & JVC Housings 639.95 


45 w/30 min Video Lite 214.95 
Pro Video Light Lead Acid 49.95 
Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 14.95 
UW STROBES 
Substrobe 50MS 184.95 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 224.00 
Substrobe Al 309.00 
NEW 100A TTL 344,95 
Substrobe 100 99.95 
Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 489.95 
Substrobe 225 Nicad 449,95 
New Substrobe 200 619.95 
Substrobe 300 W/Nicad 599.95 


New Substrobe 400 w/NC 729.95 


Remote TTL Slave 149.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip Il 154.95 
New Macro Mount 64.95 
New Macro Arm 169.95 


NEW SUBSTROBE 
OUTFITS 


Consists of choice of 
UW Strobe, 
New Tray & 
Handle Rapid 
Advance, 

New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL 
Sync Cord & 
Pelican Cause 


#394646 Ai/Ain Kit 
#394657 #300 Kit 





519.95 
799.95 
#394643 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 


Bracket & Srobe Arm Il 399.95 
DIVING LIGHTS 


Sata-Lite Straight Cord 36.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 44.95 
Mini C Mark 45.00 
R.C.D. 37.95 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts 23.95 
Maxi C Halogen w/Batts 32.95 
Modular Super Lite 139.95 
Other Ikelite Accs Call 


AMPIBIGO 


| DIVE 


BUDDY 





SERIES 


KODAK 

SLIDE FILM 
35mm with with 
Film ASA 24 proc. 36 proc. 
KM (25) 4.25 7.64 5.75 10.14 
KR (64) 4.25 7.64 5.49 9.88 
EA (50) 4.25 7.64 5.90 10.29 
EB (100) 3.79 7.18 3.99 8.38 
ED (200) 4.99 8.38 5.49 9.88 
KL (200) 5.09 9.48 6.99 11.38 
EL (400) 5.89 9.28 6.89 11.28 


FUJICHROME 
wio Proc. wi/Proc. 
Sensia 10036 3.19 7.28 
Sensia 200 36 «63.19 ~=—s- 8.08 
Sensia 40036 5.79 9.08 
Velvia 6.09 9.38 
Ask us about our 


Great Saving Film Specials 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 


tration purposes only and may not be exact. 


Prices effective till Sept. 3, 1996 


oeig. #150.0n. header Semice Gard 








A Complete Inventory Of Land | 
Cameras, Housings, Amphibious 


Cameras, Camcorders, 
Photo and Video Housings. 


Full Line of Sony Camcorders 


In Stock. Call for Pricing, 


—" 


Nikon N90s Aquatica 90SX 


Y 





Amphibico 
Dive Buddy | 


tt 2 A ie ean ha 


Sea & Sea 
MotorMarine IIEX Ikelite 


Substrobe 200 


Sony GVS 50 


view your tapes instantly 


Ikelite N90 Matrix 


Protect your investment with 


a watertight Pelican Case. 


We ship anywhere in the world! 


Underwater Photo Equipment Repair Expertly Done 


Authorized Dealer for all Major Brands 


In Business 50 Years 


CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 


209 Broadway (Koute 110), 


Amityville L.I., NY 11701 


(800) 262-4160 


Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 


circle #62 on Reader Service Card 
140 SKINDIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 





ERGER BROS, 


© AD/SD 1986 





BY FRED BOVE, M.D., PH.D. 


n June of 1995 the Undersea and 

Hyperbaric Medical Society held a 
workshop on diving with asthma, chaired 
by Dr. David Elliott, an internationally 
renowned diving physician. The proceed- 
ings and conclusions of the workshop 
have now been published and they pro- 
vide important new guidelines for asth- 
matics who want to dive. 

Asthma results in narrowing or spasm 
of the airways. The cause of the condition 
is an inflammation of the airways that pro- 
duces swelling and constriction of the 
muscular lining of the airways to the lung. 
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The narrowed airways cause a problem 
with exhalation. It is this problem of emp- 
tying the lung that raises concern for pul- 
monary barotrauma. Exercise capacity is 
reduced owing to the inability to move air 
rapidly into and out of the lung. Asthma 
can be triggered by allergies, respiratory 
infection, anxiety, exercise and breathing 
cold air. 

Several surveys, including one done 
through SKIN DIVER, have shown that 
four to seven percent of active divers in the 
U.S. have asthma. Data collected by the 
Divers Alert Network has shown that div- 
ing accidents do not favor individuals with 
a history of asthma. The DAN data sug- 
gests that active asthmatics (someone 
who is short of breath and actively wheez- 
ing) may have a small increase in diving 
accident risk—either decompression sick- 
ness (DCS) or arterial gas embolism 
(AGE)—but the increase is small and is not 
Statistically significant. 





Midpoint of Expiration 


Pre Exercise 


While the discussion on diving with 
asthma was going on in the United 
States, we’ve had the opportunity to ob- 
serve asthmatic divers in England who 
have no prohibition to diving. There are 
several interesting published observa- 
tions. Some British divers have stated 
they dive as early as one hour after recov- 
ering from an acute asthma attack. (We 
do not recommend this approach!) In the 
recently published workshop, the British 
data was reviewed by Dr. Patrick Farrell 
from the United Kingdom Sports Diving 
Medical Committee. He followed 250 
asthmatics for several years and docu- 
mented 20,000 dives without an incident 
of DCS or AGE. He also examined the 
records for treatment of sport divers in 
the hyperbaric chambers in England. 
Between 1991 and 1993, 399 sport 
divers were treated for a decompression 
accident; there were nine asthmatics. 
The analysis showed no excess rate of 
DCS or AGE in asthmatic divers com- 
pared to anormal population. About four 
percent of the 70,000 sport divers in the 


FLOW/VOLUME CURVE 


Post Exercise 


The chart shows a 
normal flow/volume 
curve in an active 
asthmatic before 
exercise (solid line) 
and immediately 
after (dotted line). 





United Kingdom have asthma. The DAN 
data from 1988 through 1994 had 3,089 
cases of DCS and AGE. Twenty-three of 
the 369 with AGE had asthma and 123 of 
the 2,720 with DCS had asthma. These 
proportions are the same as the propor- 
tion of divers who have asthma. 

Both the DAN data and the data from 
the British sport diving survey failed to 
show a risk for pulmonary barotrauma in 
asthmatics. A review of the concerns for 
barotrauma in the asthmatic diver re- 
vealed that the information used to arrive 
at the conclusion that asthmatics should 
not dive doesn’t exist. Most of the infor- 
mation is speculative, derived from physi- 
ologic principles not tested in humans. 
What is apparent from many human 
studies in athletes of all types is that exer- 
cise Capacity is severely reduced when 
asthma is active. Indeed when reviewing 
the few cases of asthmatics who died 
while diving, it was apparent that failure to 





CENTRAL SKINDIVERS SAVES YOU MONEY!!! 


CENTRAL is open 6 days a week. Orders 
yplaced with charge cards or poet cries arey 
neers within hours. WE CANNOT BE 
UNDERSOLD! If you see somethin advertised aa, . 
[for less, let us know and we'll beat the price. § ji | | wo 
CALL 1-800-53 SCUBA NOW!! | ee eens 















BIG DISCOUNTS ON ALL THE NAME BRANDS !-800-53-SCUBA 













NAME BRAND CONSOLES 









































PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $79 OPEN 6 DAYS MON. TO SAT. 10-6:30 | REGULATORS (List$480) CALL 
PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH/ COMPASS TRIPLE $119 RNAI LATA aa ithe Tf vst ART ins ae thd ADJUSTABLE SUPER DELUXE (List $419) $279 
PRESSURE/ TEMP/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $129 ATTENTION! ADJUSTABLE DELUXE (List$358) $229 
ELECTRONIC FULL DecocowPUTER $199 | EADING THIS COULD SAVE | Diinc saaNceDPisvon (ist $200) $199 
PRESSURE GAUGE WITH HOSE $6 |YOUALOT OF MONEY ANDA ‘a 

LOT OF TROUBLE! FAMOUS MAKE PISTON (List$230) $149 


OCTOPUS (SAFE SECOND) (List $130) $ 79 
REGULATORS FROM U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, SHERWOOD, POSEIDON, 
SEAQUEST, MARES—ALWAYS ON SALE 


BUY AMERICAN FIRST 
Sushi and Spaghetti have no technical parts, but 
Regulators, Gauges, & Buoyancy Compensators do. You 
should try to buy NAME BRANDS made in the U.S.A. 
93% of CENTRAL'S recommendations are U.S.A. made. 
PLEASE, PLEASE PLEASE call us before you spend 


FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE GAUGE, 269 
COMPUTER AND COMPASS 


At CENTRAL SKINDIVERS, you get 
ONLY nationally advertised name-brand 
progucte at rock bottom prices. But 

eware!! Some mail order companies may 
try to sell you: “PRIVATE LABEL” 
merenancise = sauiement that is not 
backed by a worldwide major-manufacturer 
warranty. Call us for details, and let our 44 
years of experience work for you! 












DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON 
DIGITAL COMPUTERS AND GAUGES FROM 
DACOR, OCEANIC, BEUCHAT, COCHRAN, 
SHERWOOD, TUSA, UWATEG, U.S. DIVERS, 
SEAQUEST, MARES,ORCA, ETC. 


























our hard earned money. We have thrilled divers with our 
BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS i and expert ahica sinc 1952. Call us, the advice is 
PLAY IT SAFE WITH SPARE AIR Famous Makes, Best Quality, Low Pressure by divers for divers, and it’s FREE. 
Me 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “A” a Inflator & Hose, Quick Dump, Travel Pack. 1-800-53-SCUBA 6 DAYS - MON THRU SAT 
BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR JACKET with DELUXE BLADDERLESS $159 REGULATOR 
ower, soft band poate cou exhaust, L.P. hose; SUPER DELUXE BLADDERLESS $199 OCTOPUS Call and Ask For Your Own 
amous make B LANCED REGULATOR; SOFT PACK BLADDERLESS $229 Custom Package Deal __ 
OCTOPUS with long hose; DOUBLE MILITARY HORSECOLLAR WITH C02 $229 a —T Use part or all or more than this list. 


CONSOLE with pressure and max depth. Save BACK MOUNTED CORDURA B.C. $229 


hundreds of dollars with CENTRAL’S YOU PAY CENTRAL'S 





E OF ONLY $4 FAMOUS MAKE WEIGHT DROP $249 ’ ROCK BOTT re 
SPECIAL PRICE OF O $499 GAIERIAL: MANTA, STYLE tin SUT. OCK BOTTOM QUOT 
a a AR il aitret auAke $60 B.C. AIR-3 OCTO/REGULATOR $149 LIGHT NOBODY BEATS CENTRALS 

sCoMBeeerreiavsegucen tr — | EC RNs 
U.S. DI 

WATCHES Sos BEUCHAT, TUSA, MARES, ETC. FAMOUS MAKE WETSUITS 

CITIZEN HYPER AQUALAND eS CALL BAGS & BACKPACKS _. 1/4 TACKET/FARMER SUPERPLUSH. 

CITIZEN AQUALAND DUPLEX eet CALL I 
MEDIUM MESH GAME BAG $13 1/8 JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH 

CITIZEN AQUALAND PROMASTER Sine LARGE MESH GAME BAG $16 4/8 ONE PIECE JUMP SUIT 

CHRONOSPORT BLACK U.D.T. << $ MEDIUM MESH GEAR BAG $22 4/8 FAMOUS MAKE SHORTY 

QUARTZ 100 METERS ~ s ri LARGE MESH GEAR BAG $25 POLARTEC SUITS 

FAMOUS MAKE AUTOMATIC =—§ SSE ugg LARGE DELUXE GEAR BAG $49 NEOPRENE DRY SUITS, 

FAMOUS STAINLESS &GOLD 9% $ EXTRA LARGE BACK PACK BAG $89 





MANY OTHER QUARTZ & AUTOMATIC MODELS “th aaah waiee ALSO ON SALE $69 SHARKSKIN SUITS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 3/16 " AND 1/4" NYLON 1 SIDE SHARKSKIN 
JACKET & PANTS 








ape UNDERWATER LIGHTS 
mune 1996 PACKAGE DEAL 3’ 4 CELL FLASH $29 Small Sizes Only - $79 
FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR with swivel 4 CELL LANTERN $45 
first pes and adjustable second stage; 8 CELL LANTERN DELUXE $65 OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND SHORTIES AND 
DELUXE BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR with 4 CELL BACKUP $19 SKINS FROM VIKING, U.S. DIVERS, HENDERSON, 
power; L.P. hose, soft band pack, rapid 6 VOLT SEALED BEAM BULBS 


$10 POSEIDON. HARVEY, O’NEILL, ETC. ALWAYS ON 
exhaust, cummerbund; TRIPLE CONSOLE SALE. 


with pressure, max depth, compass, OCTOPUS KNIVES 





















ba on nose cra osha es of polos by 5" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 20 
uying this famous brand package for 51/2" BLADE WITH SHEATH 29 So 
CENTRALS LOW, LOW PRIC OF $649 1 ” BLADE SUPER DELUXE : 39 
41/4 
DELUXE SPEAR GUNS | 
TANK SPECIALS Bm «= RN 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “C” mmm = JUNIOR =—31"" RUBBER == (List $91) $69 
Top Name Brand with Deluxe Valve, STANDARD 42° RUBBER (List $106) § 79 
ALUMINUM 15 CU. FT. CALL r DELUXE BLADDERLESS BUOYANCY DELUXE 53" RUBBER (List $166) $135 
ALUMINUM 30 CU. FT. CALL rw COMPENSATOR with soft touch inflator, DELUXE PNEUMATIC 34" = = (List $250) $199 
ALUMINUM 65 CU. FT. CALL cummerbund, quick release shoulder straps, STANDARD PNEUMATIC 29" _— (List $200) $169 
ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. CALL rapid exhaust; DOUBLE CONSOLE with max JUNIOR PNEUMATIC 23" (List $185) $159 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. CALL . depth; HIGH PERFORMANCE REGULATOR ma 1996 SUPREME SHERWOOD PACKAGE mama 
STEEL 100 CU. FT. CALL , with glia, emoa pe pe balanced IN STORE ONLY 
FT. piston. This name brand package is a . . 
ahs De enon FT. ar CENTRAL LOW, LOW SPECIAL AT $389 Advanced DELUXE BCD with power, rapid exhaust, 


cummerbund pockets, etc; Unique and excellent OASIS 


IN-STORE SUPER SPECIAL! 80 CU. FT. ALUMINUM 2. rE a | Ae ape N that keeps your a Paste Low elle 
TANK COMPLETE WITH DELUXE VALVE $109.99 ; New pressure max-depth, thermometer, 

= " compass TRIPLE CONSOLE; 80 cu. Ft. TANK with K valve. 
SUPER CLOSE-OUTS Petal over $1200 elsewhere. CENTRAL SPECIAL $799. 











. THERMO-PLASTIC FIN NEOPRENE POCKET BELT (List $45) OSU | Se ea GT SE 

gf Jet Type Blade, “Space Age” oth (rist So) $35 |_ SPECIAL PACKAGE DEALS ON DACOR, U.S. DIVERS, 

materials with Adjustable Straps | Pannen REGULATOR BAG (Lists35)_$20| USA, MARES, POSEIDON, BEUCHAT, AND MANY 
CLEAR STRAP FIN 35 UNDERWATER SCOOTER (List$1995) CALL 


PRO STRAP FIN $ 50 
SILICONE MASK $ 29 
PRESCRIPTION MASK $ 99 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL $ 15 


METAL DETECTORS (List$1145) CALL 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
SPARE AIR (List$299) CALL 


! 
NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS AND NOBODY DELIVERS |! 
FASTER THAN CENTRAL! PHONE FOR RUSH ORDERS! ; 
1 









PHONE: 1-800-53 SCUBA 

(718) 739-5772-- FAX (718) 739-3679 
All Phone orders received before 1:00 p.m. are, 
shipped same day! If you prefer to send a; 
money order, your order will be shipped same i 
day. Personal checks take time to clear. Sorry, ! 
no C.O.D. orders i 


aco 
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HARD SOLE BOOTS $ 25 as = 2 
FIVE-FINGER GLOVES $15 SS Ce ntral Skind ivers 
160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 


(718) 739-5772 ® Open 6 Days 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 


CENTRAL'S PRICES FOR OVER 44 YEARS 
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DIVING MEDICINE 


swim to safety on the surface was a ma- 
jor problem. As all of this information was 
brought together at the 1995 workshop, 
it became apparent to those attending 
that a new set of guidelines was needed. 

The question to be answered is not 
whether asthmatics can dive but which 
asthmatics can dive. 

The consensus was that lung function 
must be normal before an asthmatic can 
undertake diving. Measurements of lung 
function before and after exercise will 
demonstrate whether a diver has re- 
duced exercise capacity. If treatment re- 
sults in normal lung function, the risk of a 
problem is eliminated and the individual 
can dive. It makes sense that if no albnor- 
mality is present after treatment, there 
should be no risk for diving. 

The workshop provides information on 
the measurements needed to determine 
normal lung function. The measurement 
requires the asthmatic to undergo a 
breathing test that measures the rate air 
can leave the lungs during a forceful ex- 
halation. The resulting curve of air flow 
plotted against lung volume is an excel- 
lent indication that airways are normal. 
The diagram shows a normal flow/volume 


Information 
about our upcoming trips. 


Thinking of becoming an 
instructor? Call for our 


clea le IDC schedule. | 


curve in an asthmatic before and immedi- 
ately after exercise. The post exercise 
curve indicates air is leaving the lung 
slowly, exercise Capacity is reduced ow- 
ing to shortness of breath and the individ- 
ual needs treatment. The post exercise 
curve can be restored to normal with the 
use of inhaled medication. The workshop 
even suggested that inhaled steroid med- 
ication would be the best treatment for 
athletes of all tyoes. A four to six week 
course of twice a day therapy will usually 
restore the breathing test to normal. 
Under the circumstance of a normal post 
exercise curve, diving will be safe. 

Some physicians at the workshop felt 
a test of exercise capacity might be as 
useful as the breathing test for predicting 
safety in diving. The final recommenda- 
tion, however, indicated the breathing 
test should be normal to decide if diving 
was Safe. The British criteria require that 
peak flow be above 85 percent of ex- 
pected normal. 

Obviously, the asthmatic who is acutely 
ill, with difficulty breathing, wheezing, 
cough or fever should not dive. The acute 
illness must be resolved and breathing 
function restored to normal. Full recovery, 
however, would allow a return to diving, 
again based on evidence the breathing 
test is normal. Individuals who have per- 
manent lung damage from long standing 


asthma with chronic emphysema should 
not dive because the alterations in lung 
function are irreversible and cannot be 
corrected with medication. It is also im- 
portant to avoid smoking tobacco if you 
are asthmatic, as the smoke will some- 
times aggravate the asthma. 

Standards of medical practice are of- 
ten slow to change and only do so when 
new information, research studies, new 
medications or surgical procedures are 
developed. In the case of prohibitions for 
diving, changes are even more difficult 
because many physicians will take the 
conservative approach and prohibit any 
activity that could be detrimental even 
though there is little evidence the activity 
would cause a problem. Such is the case 
with asthma and diving. However, 
through a strong effort by many diving 
physicians, a more reasonable approach 
has been developed that is based on da- 
ta and experience. It should bring the 
world of sport diving to a greater number 
of people without additional hazard. 

For those who are interested, a copy 
of the workshop on asthma and diving 
entitled “Are Asthmatics Fit to Dive?” can 
be obtained from the Undersea and 
Hyperbaric Medical Society, 10531 
Metropolitan Avenue, Kensington, 
Maryland 20895. The cost is $20 plus 
$2.50 for postage and handling. = 


BERRY SCUBA 


PROFESSIONAL DIVE SHOPS 


PADI 5 STAR IDC TRAINING CENTER 
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR OF U.S. DIVERS, TUSA, SHERWOOD, 
U.S. TECH, DACOR, BAYSIDE, BEUCHAT, VIKING, MARES, POSEIDON, 
DIVERITE, PLUS OVER 70 ADDITIONAL MANUFACTURERS. 


ATLANTA 


SUPER SALE 
END OF THE SEASON 
SELLATHON 
SEPTEMBER 16TH THRU 21ST 
EVERYTHING ON SALE 


U. S. Tech Dealer 


Inquiries Welcome 
Join in on one of the Fastest 
Growing Lines in the Industry. 
Ask For Joe 


ns AD acne Se eet rt net ere are ween oer oe 


FREE ¢ COLOR CATALOG! CALL 1 -800-232-G2 20 
OR FAX YOUR REQUEST TO 1 1-312-775-1815 


BERRY CHICAGO 

6674 N. NORTHWEST HWY 
CHICAGO, IL 60631 

(312) 763-1626 


BERRY ATLANTA 
3443 DOGWOOD AVE 
HAPEVILLE, GA 30354 
(404) 766-1186 


(847) 358-3848 


BERRY PALATINE 
1294 E. DUNDEE RD. 
PALATINE, IL 60067 


BERRY LOMBARD 

36 YORKTOWN CENTER 
LOMBARD, IL 60148 
(708) 495-2822 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES ONLY MINUTES FROM AIRPORTS! 


142 SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 


circle #171 on Reader Service Card 











DIVE INTO THE DEPTHS OF 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY! 


SeAcSEA 


UNDERWATER (AMERA EQUIPMENT 








Helix extension tube sets are 
available for Nikonos 35mm 
& 28mm lenses. They open 
your underwater photogra- 
phy fo a new world. 


starting at $95. 


Sea & Sea introduces 
the new NX-90 Pro, 
a housing for Nikon’s 
N90/N90s _ series. 
Ergonomically 
designed external 
controls assure preci- 
sion command of all 
manual & automatic 
camera functions. Features illuminated LCD panel and full 
frame viewfinder. The ultimate instrument for the profes- 
The Light & Motion Stingray hous- sional underwater photographer. Call Helix for details! 












ing for Sony TR series camcorders 
is a state-of-the-art lightweight PH OTO/DIVE TRIP! 
Join Helix and Light & Motion 
aboard the Caribbean Explorer, from 
Sept. 7th - 14th.Learn more about 
underwater video & photography. 
Call Helix for more-details! 


Nikon 


Experience the ultimate in 
underwater photography 
| with the world’s first & 
only underwater autofocus 
SLR - the Nikonos RS. Or 
for the tried and true, the 
standard of the industry - 
the Nikonos V. 


» Either way, you benefit 
“from superior Nikkor 
optics, and Nikon quality. 
Only Nikon sells more 
Nikonos than Helix. 


Call for Our Everyday 


aluminum housing. It offers finger 
tip controls, double o-ring bore 
seals, bayonet optics, and docking 
connectors. In addition to its internal flip down red filter and 
amphibious mic, the Stingray utilizes its unique zoom macro 


optics. Call Helix for expert information. 
* STINGRAY HOUSINGS AVAILABLE FOR THE NEW 
SONY DIGITAL VIDEO CAMERA! * 


w i 
e 
NE New for 1996 is the Light & Motion 


SunRay-Modeling light. It functions 
as both a video light and a powerful 
modeling light. The light aids in 
focusing, is bright, wide and ables 
you to see the natural colors. No 
more taking “shots in the dark.” Call 
Helix for details today. 














Machined from alu- 
minum, the Light & 
Motion Infinity Tray 
provides a durable 
lightweight, _ rigid 
base. It was designed 
whereby the second 





strobe is wrapped up & over the divers hand to reduce the Nikonos V Low Nikonos Prices! 

size of the tray as well as providing a comfortable handle. 

When used in conjunction with the Infinity Arm, there is no * CAMERA 

more versatile & compact Arm and Tray system available. iE & VIDEO 

Call a Helix Underwater expert for details. 310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 
Prices & availability subject to change without notice. 312/421-6000 ° FAX: 312/421-2804 


Visa, Mastercard & Discover accepted. Outside Illinois: 800/33 H.E.L.I.X 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 
email:helixuw@aol.com 
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For more 
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Reliability. 
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ANTHIS 
U. S.A. i NC. 


Tel: (206) 775-3359 
Fax: (206) 775-4076 
119 Dayton St. Edmonds, Washington 98020 


AB SEA PHOTO, CA 

Tel: 310-645-8992 Fax: 310-645-3645 
BERGER BROTHERS, NY 

Tel: 800-262-4160 Fax: 516-264-1007 
you: CINCINNATI DIVERS CTR., INC., OH 
Tel: 513-521-3483 Fax: 513-521-8161 
EMERALD VISIONS, NY 

Tel: 800-980-2929 Fax: 212-463-7143 
WOODY MAYHEW PHOTOGRAPHY 
Tel: 214-368-3555 Fax: 214-368-3555 
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for your 
favorite 
Nikon 
camera, 
contact 
the Anthis 


dealer 
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ae ‘SS +. 
s ‘Islamorada, \ 
#Florida Keys; 


The best Florida Keys reefs, wrecks 
and critters only minutes from our 
docks. You deserve the best...and 
Lady Cyana will deliver! 


Lady Gyana 


Local # 305-664-8717 


800-221-8'71'7 


Dive/lodging pkgs 
P.O. Box 1157, Islamorada, Florida Keys 
E-mail: ladyeyana@aol. com 


CHESAPEAKE RESORT 


1-800-338-3395 


© AD/SD 1996 


All Oceanview Rooms! 
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PALAU AGGRESSOR II 
(Continued from Page 48) 


Honolulu, then to Guam and onto Palau. 
Since Palau was a U.S. Trust Territory for 
several decades after World War Il, ev- 
eryone speaks English and uses U.S. 
currency. A passport is needed to enter 
the country. 

Been to Palau yet? It’s a special place, 
one you really should experience first 
hand. For more information or reserva- 
tions on the Palau Aggressor II, call 
Aggressor Fleet Limited at (800) 348- 
2628 or (504) 385-2628. You can fax 
(504) 384-0817, write to P.O. Drawer K, 
Morgan City, Louisiana 70381 and e-mail 
to divboat@aol.com or 103261.1275@ 
compuserve.com. The Aggressor Web 
Site is at htto://www.aggressor.com. = 


STINGRAY PHOTO 
ROUND-UP 
(Continued from Page 45) 


STINGRAY CITY/SANDBAR 

Stingray City was first described in 
SKIN DIVER nearly ten years ago as one 
of the world’s most exciting shallow 
dives and it continues to delight divers 
and snorkelers. Just behind the barrier 
reef in North Sound, Stingray City was 
originally a temporary anchorage for fish- 
ermen. They gathered in this calm, pro- 
tected area to clean the day’s catch, 
throwing the scraps overboard. Divers 
noticed a large number of rays seemed 
to congregate on the sand below and the 
rest is history. 

The bottom at Stingray City is princi- 
pally flat, white sand, with a few scat- 
tered coral heads. The depth is 10 to 12 
feet, depending on the tide. Most of the 
time the water is the same clear blue 
found on the North Wall. 

Diving Stingray City is not only exciting, 
it’s easy. Just get in the water, kneel on 
the sand and let the show come to you. 
Watch the Parrots Landing divemasters 
feed the rays, then try it yourself. They’ll 
show you the technique of keeping the 
bait in your closed fist until you are ready 
to give it up. When the ray sucks the bait 
off your open palm, you'll understand 
how they normally feed by “vacuuming” 
their prey out of the sand. 

Enjoying the show is even easier at 
Sandbar, where the water is about waist 
deep. You can actually stand on the sand 
and just bend over to put your face in the 
water to see the rays up close. 


COCKATOO CATAMARAN 
Divers and nondivers will both enjoy a 
trip on this exciting 60 foot state of the art 
catamaran. The power that this boat 


draws from the wind is amazing. There 
are three Cockatoo excursions to choose 
from: an all day Sail, Snorkel and Lunch 
Safari; one-half day Stingray City Sailing 
Adventure; and a Romantic Sunset Sail. 
Private charters are also available. The all 
day and half day trips both go to either 
Stingray City or Sandbar, so you can en- 
joy the sailing and the Stingray Photo 
Round-up. 


DIVE PACKAGES 

Parrots Landing has dive packages 
that include accommodations in a wide 
range of hotels and condos. Coconut 
Harbour is an oceanfront resort that 
caters to divers and has a smaller Parrots 
Landing shop on the premises. Sleep Inn 
is building a reputation as the best econ- 
omy lodging on the island. Both will pro- 
vide all the amenities you expect—satel- 
lite television, pool, spa, restaurant and 
bar—for a reasonable price. Whether you 
are looking for unadvertised hideaways 
or five star resorts, Parrots Landing can 
make the arrangements. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 

Cayman Airways has nonstop flights 
to Grand Cayman from Miami, Orlando, 
Houston, Tampa and Atlanta, so you 
are only ahop, skip and a jump from 
Grand Cayman right now. U.S. citizens 
can enter the country with a passport, 
certified birth certificate or voter’s regis- 
tration card. If you are not using a pass- 
port, you'll need a photo ID as well. 
Electrical adapters are not necessary. 
Cayman dollars are the official currency, 
although almost every business will take 
U.S. dollars and give you change in 
Cayman currency. The exchange rate Is 
usually $.80 Cayman to $1 U.S. at the 
bank and $.75 Cayman to $1 at stores. 





Cayman Airways has nonstop flights 
aboard 737s to Grand Cayman from Miami, 
Orlando, Houston, Tampa and Atlanta. 


Now’s the time to grab your lariat, | 
mean camera, and get down to Grand 
Cayman for the Stingray Photo Round-up! 
For more information about the contest 
and diving with Parrots Landing, call (800) 
448-0428. You can also fax (809) 949- 
0294 or write to Parrots Landing 
Watersports Park, P.O. Box 1995, George 
Town, Cayman Islands, British West 
Indies. For more information about Sea & 
sea cameras, strobes and lenses call (800) 
Wee-"7TS7 7 














nderwater videography has changed 

dramatically in the past decade. Can 
you remember when a housed Sony 
video camera and VHS VCR weighed al- 
most 100 pounds? Just a few years later, 
a housed video camera and VHS VCR 
weighed about 50 to 55 pounds. | re- 
member thanking the video gods for de- 
livering us up to 250 lines of resolution. 
Today, a digital camcorder housing with 
twin underwater video lights weighs ap- 
proximately 25 pounds and delivers 500 
or more lines of resolution. How time and 
technology do fly by. 

A major reason for the size and weight 
of the early underwater video systems was 
the separate VCR housed with the video 
camera. Later, camcorders with built in 
VTRs (video tape recorders) hit the streets. 
The first 8mm camcorders were amazing 
little devices that became even smaller a 
few years later. Today, compact Hi-8 
camcorders are the standard for under- 


Choosing Video Format 


BY JIM CHURCH 


water videographers. However, times 
continue to change and there is a new kid 
on the block—the digital video camcorder. 


ANALOG VERSUS DIGITAL 

Both analog and digital video cam- 
corders record video signals on magnetic 
tape but the similarities stop there. Tape 
widths and cassette sizes are different for 
analog and digital systems and video im- 
ages are recorded differ- 
ently. It’s like comparing 

apples and oranges. 
All 8mm, Hi-8, VHS 
and S-VHS camcorders, 
and corresponding 
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The new 


sa peepee VCRs use the analog for- 
vciatanere mat. The video signal is a 
pounds, com- stream of fluctuating volt- 
pared to more than age that magnetically 
50 (above) for records the video picture on 
the older ana- A . videotape. During playback, the 
log setups. playback heads read the magnetic 











CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 


Amphibico 
DIVE BUDDY | 


Electronic soft push buttons located on 
the right handle control zoom, power 
on-off, auto focus on-off, and 
record/standy:LED’s indicate that your 
are recording or that mositure has 
seeped inside the housing. External 
mic extends from the front. 


VH-1000 3ccb Digital 


amphibicam Aluminum Housings 
unique designed for professional use. 
¢ Full camera functions 
° Excellent balance 

e Vacuum sealed 

¢ Built-in color correction 

























ikelite 


Clear housing to assure the 
system is safe by providing 
instant visual inspection. 

e Mechanical Controls 
¢ StarV/Stop recording 
e Zoom contrc' 
¢ 200’Depth rating 


EMERALD 800 
VISION 


124 West 24th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011 
Tel: (212) 463-7663 ¢ Fax (212) 463-7143 





































* Lig 
¢ Elect 
¢ Sta 
¢ Depth 


BENTLEY MARINE 


Specially formulated polyurethane meets all 
the demands of the most rugged conditions 


*Clear Plexiglass Back 
*Folding Handles To p 
Rated 




























e4,.2amp/hr. Battery 
eWide Angle Lens 
eDepth Rated to 250ft. 
For all FX/TR Series 
and equivalents 















AQUA VISION SYSTEM 



























AVS 80 viDEO SYSTEM 801/601D mB uss.t.!. . 
* Depth Rating: 330’ e Shutter Speed i —_ - 
Spt SANG: Select Knob 






¢ Cast aluminum body is fully black 
anodized to military specifications with 
exterior finish of premium iron enamel 

¢ Electromagnietic Start/Stop Rec 

¢ Built in mosisture alarm 

* Built to military specifications 


e Focus Zoom Knob 
e Pressure Relief Cap 

e Exposure Compensation 
e TTL Sync Socket 
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DIVER 





> GEAR BAG 


IT IS THE LITTLE THINGS THAT MAKE DIVING EVEN MORE FUN! 















Free Newsletter 
for Underwater 
Treasure Hunters 


What do a Confederate sub- 
marine, a hoard of Celtic coins 
and a 1935 Nash have in common? 


They're all in the new issue of Fisher 
World Treasure News, Vol. 5, Issue 2, 
available free from Fisher Research 
Laboratory, the world's oldest manufac- 
turer of metal detectors. For your free 
copy, write or call: 
Fisher Research Laboratory 
200 W. Willmott Rd., Dept. SD 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

TEL: (209) 826-3292, FAX: (209) 826-0416 


FISHERS) 
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FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 



































(Cwcetie Bob Warkentin’s 
Pn NOW?! SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
SERVICE CENTER, INC. 
9459 Kempwood 


Houston, Texas 77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 






Goal #1 “human mistake” E 

Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 
to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 

(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
¢ SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 
Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos 
parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around. « 
All replaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes 
for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it’s DIVE EQUIPMENT! 
So remember, “When it’s time to service your regulator, 
it's time to service your Nikonos!!” 
The International Service World of 


——— SOUTHERN NIKONOS —— 
We're as close as your rat office. 









© 
3 
6 
© 
© 
<—_ 


circle #34 on Reader Service Card 


146 SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 1996 





DIVE ALL DAY 


wt SUPER SNORKEL 


Enjoy real diving freedom with an unlimited 
alr supply! it’s compact and lightweight. 
You can take it to your favorite dive spots. 









Call Or Write For Information On All Models 


INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
3785 Alt. 19 N. Sulte S / Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


(813) 934-4619 









We have a wide selection of 
Nautical Decor ¢ Antiques ¢ Island Crafts 
eo) 8s - 1 rey Wy \melep 


472 Route 8, Suite1B-572 
Maite, Guam 96927-2010 
Fax: 011-671-734-2887 
E-mail: ne@ite.net 

© SD/AD 1996 
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TELL THE 
WORLD ABOUT 
YOUR PRODUCTS 


“7 


Skin Diver Magazine is distributed in 
109 countries around the world. 
From Iceland to Tasmania, 
active divers read SDM every month. 
To place your ad in the 


Diver's Gear Bag 
Tel: (213) 782-2760 
Fax: (213) 782-2556 


WHEN DIVERS LOOK 
FORK ACCESSORIES AND 
INTERESTING LITTLE 
“EXTRAS” THAT MAKE 
DIVING MORE 
ENJOYABLE AND SAFER. 
PLACE YOUR AD IN 
DIVER’S GEARBAG. 
PHONE: (213) 782-2760 
FAX: (213) 782-2556 











VIDEO COURSE 


variations recorded on the videotape and 
create the video picture. When you make 
either an original analog recording or a 
dub (copy), the recording VCR can’t du- 
plicate the varied voltages of the video 
signal exactly. Each time you make a dub, 
you get “generation loss” (picture quality 
is lost with each copy). 

Digital camcorders, such as the Sony 
DC VX-1000, send a signal from the im- 
age sensor to the videotape. This signal is 
a series of binary digits, Os and 1s. 
Because there are only two digits to read 
(0 or 1), rather than a complicated pattern 
of changing voltages, the video picture is 


Quest: 1218 Kleppe keen Sutet. 
WV 89431; (800) ) 676-4662, fax 





superior. Thus, if you dub digital to digital, 
generation loss is virtually nonexistent. 


FORMAT AND RESOLUTION 

Video image sharpness Is expressed in 
lines of resolution. Regular 8mm and 
VHS camcorders and VCRs usually pro- 
duce about 240 lines of resolution or 
less. Hi-8 and S-VHS camcorders and 
VCRs produce about 400 lines of resolu- 
tion. Digital camcorders produce about 
500 or more lines of resolution. However, 
when dubbing from a digital camcorder 
to an inexpensive VHS VCR that only 
records 240 lines of resolution, 240 lines 
is all you get. There may be less jitter and 
less color smear but you can’t get more 
than 240 lines of sharpness. The same 
applies if you connect a digital cam- 
corder or S-video VCR to an inexpensive 
TV set. If the TV can only display 240 
lines of resolution, feeding it 400 or 500 
won't increase its output. The weakest 
link determines the strength of the chain. 

Don’t let the limitations of your present 
VCR or TV set Keep you from switching 
from analog to digital. Your next VCR 
may be digital and your next TV set may 
have a digital input. 






















IS MY EQUIPMENT OBSOLETE? 

Yes and no. Digital will eventually do 
to analog video what the CD-ROM did 
to LP records but analog systems will 
probably be around for several more 
years. 

Suppose, for example, you have two 
high quality S-video editing VCRs (Hi-8 
or S-VHS) and an edit controller or the 
sony EVO 9720 Hi-8 Editing VCR. 
(Either way, you may have spent 
$5,000.) All is not lost; you can dub from 
a digital camcorder to S-video with vir- 
tually no generation loss while going 
from digital to the Hi-8 dub. 


Ww . Tel: (718).437-4257 


5104 12th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101A 


B.C. Tusa Imprex, 
Regulator Sherwood - New 
Gauge, Pressure Depth Temp 
Octopus Sherwood, 

Minimus SA7 9° 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101C 


¢ Sherwood, BCD 
¢ Sherwood, Reg. 
° Sherwood, Consule 


° Free Knife 3 3 @°5 










Inflator, Snug Fit. 
















& Temperature 


Regulator Bag 
Ikelite Light 
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<q 1-800-290-5622 


Ww . Fax: (718) 437-5136 - 24 nr. 


Regulator your choice: Sherwood, 
Tusa, Mares, Dacor - High Performance, 
Lightweight Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 


Console ae 5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI 
Octopus lightweight & Long Hose 


Save A Dive Kit © Divers Knife 


FIREE® onber our LATEST CATALOG, CALL OR WRITE YOUR NAME & ADDRESS TO US 
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DUBBING AND 
EDITING DIGITAL 

Digital VCRs may soon appear but 
prices will probably be high and bugs 
may need to be worked out. I’m not 
abandoning my analog equipment until 
the digital VCR market is established and 
reasonably settled. For editing, Pana- 
sonic may offer a digital laptop editing 
system in 1996. It will have both a player 
and recorder, two monitoring screens 
and a built-in editing controller. The unit 
supposedly can edit either digital and 
analog tapes. 

If you wish to edit in digital, purchase a 

















Beet Prices On: 


eSHERWOOD ¢ TUSA 
¢ U.S. DIVERS © SCUBA PRO 












e MARES e CRESSI 

ee Ra, 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS. |° t 
FORINSTRUCTORS _|° /KELITE PIVE RITE 


° UK. 


SCUBA PACKAGE #1018 


B.C. your choice: Tusa, Sherwood 
Seaquest, Ftc. - Bladerless, Back Pack 

Padded, Dual Bands, Low Profile to reduce 
Drag, 21g. Pckts w/Drain, Balanced Power 













Altitude, Temp, Interval Time, Max Depth , 
Bottom Time, No Fly, Log Book , Surface 
Interval, Deco Time, Etc. [RzTGREIERTT 
© NO Decompression @ Illuminated Disp. 
e Self Diagnostic Mode 

Functional Dep. 250 Ft. 
© Auto Altitude 10,000 Fr. 


ONLY 


. 1 69” WRIST MOUNT INCLUDED 
THIS MODULE FITS INTO YOUR CONSOLE 


















‘ 469°: DIVE LIGHTS - IKELITE 
Mini C H Call Super C Lite HC Call 
Mini C Fircnt Call Super C LiteRe. Call 
Mini C Mark Call RCD Halogen _ Call 
Maxi C H Call RCD H Rech Call 
Maxi C Fircnt Call New PC Lite Call 





WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF IKELITE PRODUCTS 
PLEASE CALL 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 
UK800R 
SL6 





159.96 
29.95 













































o L4 22.95 MiniQ40 14.95 
TUSA MARES UK1200H 52.95 
ls : MASK PRINCETON TECT 
mprex 7700, 8800, X.Ten 5000, 5500 ae SETA TEC 400 Call TEC 4000 Call 
DBL, FEATHER QUICK ADJUST Quatro, Avanti, Avanti FF TEC 8000 = Call = TEC 4000R ~— Call 
7500, 5700, 7000, 6000, 3800 DACOR AUQA, FLARE, FLASH, STROBE Call 
Hyper Dry Mask 8000 =-—-: MASK PELICAN LIGHTS On Sale 
GE Integra, QL, DL, Pursuit DL, Trivista GAUGES 
Dry 580, 400, 410, 500 SNORKEL Mares Flatbrass 2D 109.95 
SHERWOOD MASK Integra DV, Int Flex Mares Flatbrass 2C 109.95 
Genesis Series Slim Line 4700, 4000, 4600, 4200 US DIVERS abet pease radale sae 
Mini Mask 4400, 2100, 2000 
FINS Sherwood Pressure Gauge 54.95 
ie Magnum ¢ FIN Sherwood Combo 150° Call 
-|| Blades, Blades FP, Compro Oceanic Max Depth Navcon 114.95 
- SNORKEL Tusa Triple Gauge Call 
Impulse, Flex, Aquarius Tusa DBL Gauge Call 
US Divers Pivot DP2 Call 
SCUBA PACKAGE SALE $5§0 US Divers Pivot Compass Call 
° Traditional Mask ¢ Open Hill Fins « Snorkel w/Purge COMPUTERS 
ae . wil ae RACE lia a Kit a 
oenix a 
SPARE KIT 2.7 - ON SALE Sherwood Source Combo Call 
Sherwood Resource Call 
3 MM Shorty 59.95 | Tusa Computer Wrist Call 
4c 10) wee) -i-me) By) mo : a zit 139.95 ise oll Pore fall 
: et Suit ivers Computers a 
pee eps Up PINE, EVRA, (plush, DBL Stich etc) 141.00 | Beuchat Pro Comp Call 
Lea MARES, DACOR, iran oes ara Call | Dive Rite Bridge Call 
usa Du arm Water Glove Vaan | Wie ye (Can ena AGaere 
Tusa SS400 Call | Cold Water Glove oe he wee ane Spo it 
Sherwood Minimus Calt | Reef Glovw 1 that you wt 
Sherwood Octopus Call | Hood w/Plush 24. obtain the LOWEST PRICE & the 
Sherwood Shadow + 109.95 | Boot w/Premium Sole BEST SERVICE on any item that 
B US Divers Oct Cai | Back Pack DBL Padding we carry. This is how it works 
eG Wee AieMis a Mesh Bag ly ; ae locate any item at any retail outlet 
—— Lea | Saati Call with their lowest price & we will beat that price. 
CITIZEN WATCHES —€j | Weight Belt w/Buckle 8.95 | No conditions. Remember: Shop around & make 
PRO MASTER SERIES ON SALE 1 Snorkel Vest 29.95 | your last stop at Sunshine before you go diving. 
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VIDEO COURSE 


digital camcorder with a DV (digital video) 
input/output. This allows you to dub to 
one digital camcorder from another digi- 
tal camcorder or digital VCR. If you must 
use an S-video input or output, you are 
dubbing analog signals. 

Expect to face planned obsolescence. 
Manufacturers (in my opinion) tend to 
hold back important features so they can 
offer “new and improved models” later. 


WHICH DIGITAL 
CAMCORDER IS BEST? 

The best way to select a digital cam- 
corder for U/W use is to begin by asking 
the housing manufacturers which cam- 
corders they house. The four features | 
would look for are: three chips, image 
Stabilization, TBC (time-base correction) 
and digital input/output. 

At this writing, the Sony VX-1000, 
which has the above features, is the 
most popular digital camcorder for U/W 
use. At this writing, housings are avail- 
able from Amphibico, Gates Underwater 
Industries, Light & Motion Industries and 
Quest. Other manufacturers may also of- 
fer housings now or in the near future. 


THREE CHIPS OR ONE? 

For / Love Lucy fans, imagine Lucy is 
working on a bakery assembly line. 
Three different kinds of pastries come 
down the line and Lucy has to place 
each kind in a different box. However, 
Lucy can’t handle all three pastries, so 
the boss assigns three Lucys to the as- 
sembly line. Each Lucy only boxes one 
kind of pastry. It’s the same with cam- 
corder chips. Three chips—each re- 
sponsible for one primary color—do a 
better job than one. 


TIME BASE CORRECTION 
TBC (time base correction) corrects 
errors in the time code that marks the 
video frames. In movie talk, it corrects 
the spacing of the sprocket holes. As 
with having three chips, TBC helps send 
the best possible signal to the videotape. 


CONCLUSIONS 
While the digital camcorder recording 
on videotape is today’s major change, | 
think the next major change will be in the 
image storage system. A disc or card will 
probably replace videotape somewhere 
down the line. = 
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The Professional's Source. 


212 444-6649 
FAX: 212 242-1400 


PHOTO-VIDEO 
NIKONOS 


Nikonos RS AF SLR 
13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye 
.8 R-UW AF 


569.95 
“Nikonos V with 35/2.5.......... 734.95 
Orig Nikonos Casé.................0+ 49.95 
15/2.8.....1499.95 20/2.8 ......709.95 
28/3.5 UW 379.95 
35/2.5.......167.95 80/4 UW...369.95 
NEW! SB-105 Outfit 
Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case .209.95 
Case For Close Up uu... 79.95 
DF-10 Optical Finder................. 89.95 
299.95 DF-12.......189.95 
28mm Finden..= 42.2) 3.2: 2:18 19.95 
35-80mm Finder..............0000 19.95 
Double TTL Sync Cord #10204 .159.95 
Double Bracket #10214 
Double Bracket Set #10201.. 329. 95 
Extention Arm Set #10203......149.95 
Sync Cord #10208... 89.95 


SEA KING 


w/Foam w/Divider 

SK 518 (18.5x14.5x5.7) .84.95 _ 
SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) ....64.95 — 
109.95 


“209.95 
rrvailabie | in black, grey, yellow 
*Black Only, Other Colors Call 
DOSKOCIL 
WATERTIGHT CASES 
Seal Tight Lg 17%x12x7%......... 59.95 
Seal Tight Ex Lg 18/4x14/4 x8% ......69.95 
Available in Gray or Black 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 ..119.95 
Ikelite Ext. Tube Set #4090.03..99.95 

SEA & SEA 
NEW! 12/3.5 Fisheye 
NEW! Viewfinder for above 
15/354 2 CALL 20/3.5........ CALL 
16mm Conversion Lens f/ 35mm.....CALL 
High Eyepoint Vewfinder 

£/15, 16, 20mm 

Optical Finder for 15, 17, 20mm...CALL 
EXTENSION TUBES W/FRAMER 
35mm 1:1....CALL 35mm 1:2...CALL 
35mm 1:3....CALL 28mm 1:2...CALL 

YS-50 TTL w/arm & tray 
YS- L 


SCUBA VIDEO TAPES 
Cathy Church Instructuctional ..29.95 
Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V..24.95 
Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses .29.95 
Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup .29.95 
WORLD OF J. COUSTEAU 
Pioneer of the Sea.................... 24.95 
Dragons of the Galapagos ........ 19.95 


SéAcSEA 


MX-10 Camera 
MX-10 Kit w/YS-40 Flash 
20mm lens MX-10 


LL 
Motor Marine I! Kit w/YS-50 Flash CALL 
16mm Lens MM II CALL 20mm....CALL 
Optical Viewfinder #0140 
High Eyepoint Finder #$0150 ...CALL 
Macro Lens 1.3 CALL Macro Lens 1.2..CALL 
YS-50 TTL-II Flash Kit L 
NEW! Complete Guide to Sea & Sea.22.95 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions w/foam Dividers 
1200 (9%4x7%x4%) 32.50 — 
1300 (9%x7%x64) 3650 — 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) 55.50 80.50 
1450 (15x10%4x6) 71.50 94.50 
1500 (17x11%x6%) 89.50 108.50 
1520 (18x12%x6%) 98.50 126.50 
1550 (19x14x7%) 104.50 143.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 124.50 163.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 144.50 — 
1750 (50%x13%4x5) 163. 


50 
NEW! 1526 (1520 case w/Gad ' SINGH-RAY UNDERWATER FILTERS 
Bag Silver, eas ri a aad 44.95 |52mm..29.95 58mm..34.95 3x3mm 94.95 


PIONEER 


a ( 


35mm Automatic Dive Camera 
¢ Fully Automatic 
f/U/W or Land 
¢ Motor Driven Film Advance 
¢ UW Color Correction Flash 
¢ Operational to 60 ft. depth 


$99.95 


NEW! Reefmaster 
Operational to 164 ft. .199.00 


AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


We area 
FULL STOCK Dealer! 


; CAMERA HOUSING 


For Most SLR’s AF 
Aquashotil!l.:®..24.20..0.¢10 ee ee 62.95 
Aquashot |! w/Macro Kit & Substrobe .224.95 
FLASHES 
Substrobe 505 w/Slave 
4043 Substrobe 50 
4046 Substrobe Ai 
NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200 
4050 Substrobe 150 Nicad 
NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400 
Substrobe 300 Nicad 
COMPASSES 
2500 PRO Compass Wrist................. 29.95 
2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist............... 42.95 


To Order-Call Toll Free 


| ba 247. 9979 


‘ew ‘mari dela] 


UA Housing ......182.00 
UA-X Housing...205.00 
UA-XP Housing 254.00 
U-F Camera 

and Winder....114.95 
UF-X Camera 

w/small Zoom & 

Shoe Flash.....130.95 
UFX-P Camera w/Motor Drive & Flash..119.95 
U-FZL Camera w/Long Zoom 
U-MM Compact Auto Focus Camera......68.00 
Hurricane HOOG ............:ccsceccsseseseeeeeees 64.00 
U-WL For Sharp Viewcam 
U-VST For Sony TRS, 6, 7.............0 242.00 
U-VML For JVC compact, Canon ES-2000, 
Panasonic EZ-1 
V-1000 f/Sony DCR VX-1000 Digital 469.00 
VCX for Canonn L-2 


STROBE PACKAGES 
for NIKONOS 
NEW! 3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit .364.95 
NEW! 3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit ..415.00 
3946.46 Substrobe Ai Kit 
NEW! 3946.62 Substrobe 200... 
3946.57 Substrobe 300 Kit 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 

For Sony TR-Series (Specify) 

For Sony FX Series (Specify) 

For Sony VX-3 

DIVE LIGHTS 

RCD Halogen.............cccsscsecseeecsesees 43.95 
Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)....24.95 
Modular Super Light (nicad) 
Modular Video Lite (nicad) ‘ 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad) 214.95 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites............. 36.95 


Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. A 40¢ per $100. Prices valid thru SEPT. 19, subject to supplier prices. ©1996 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors. 
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Surface Air, and 
Tank-Fill Compressors 


1-800-327-0412 


-940 N.W. 1st Street ¢ Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


Web site http://www.browniedive.com/dive 
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ABOUT DIVING FROM THAT 


An American Diver Learns a 
Frigid Norwegian Fjord is a Lot Different 
Than the Tropical Caribbean Sea 


Mi y wife and | arrived in beautiful Oslo, 
Norway, in late July. First we vaca- 
tioned together, then she went off ona 
shopping expedition and | headed to a 
recommended dive shop. 

| explained to the dive shop manager 
that, as an overweight, middle-aged den- 
tist from Brooklyn, | was looking for a 
nice, relaxing and enjoyable dive that 
would give me a sample of Scandinavian 
diving. Since most of my diving had been 
in the warm, tranquil waters of the Florida 
Keys and the Caribbean, | had no macho 
illusions about my ability to handle a 
ohysically taxing dive that would require 
great expenditures of energy. (Back 
home, whenever | feel like exercising, | lie 
down until the urge passes.) 

The manager nodded and introduced 
me to Sven, a handsome, tall, physically- 
fit, blond, blue-eyed Norwegian god. 

During the hour long drive to the site, 
Sven explained that | should try not to be 
nervous about the dive, even though |’d be 
wearing a drysuit for the very first time, the 
water visibility was likely to be poor and 
strong currents are usually present. | was 
enjoying the scenery of the Norwegian 
countryside too much to worry. And, be- 
sides, | had a strong and capable dive in- 
structor | felt | could depend upon. 

The plan Sven outlined seemed simple 
enough. We would gear up in the parking 
area, walk down a small road and enter 
the water. We would swim out 45 feet 
and descend 75 feet to the base ofa 
rock wall. We would then ascend the 
side of the wal, descend the other side, 
swim to the shore on the bottom and exit 
the water. 

Finally, he explained that all | really had 
to know about diving in a drysuit was, first, 
to use my drysuit as a BC. This seemed 
~ easy. Second, he warned me not to swim 
with my feet higher than my head, be- 
cause the air in my drysuit could rise to my 
feet and suspend me upside down. 

The first problem appeared in the park- 
ing lot. It was exceptionally hot and the 
sun beat down mercilessly. With great 
difficulty | squeezed into the drysuit, hood 
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and gloves. The feeling was new, unfamil- 
iar and unpleasant. The tightness around 
my neck and unpleasant smell from the 
suit made me feel like retching. By the 
time | put on the weightbelt, my tank and 
mask, | was thoroughly miserable. 

| must have looked unhappy, because 
Sven gallantly offered to carry my flashlight. 

By the time | struggled down the slope 
to the water’s edge, | was completely out 
of breath, my heart was pounding and 
my back ached—| feared it would be per- 
manently bent by the heavy tank and 
weightbelt. My thigh muscles felt like rub- 
ber. | was not ahappy diver. 

Sven was waiting for me. “What took 
you so long?” he asked cheerfully. 
“Watch the current. I’ll meet you on the 
bottom!” He dropped into the current and 
15 yards later, plunged down out of view. 

It was here | consciously violated a car- 
dinal rule of diving. We all know better 
than to continue on when both body and 
mind are screaming, “Abort the dive.” 
This was mistake number one. | rational- 
ized that |! couldn't let Sven wait for me 
futilely. Also, | couldn’t make it back up 
that hill with all my gear on. | couldn't 
have traveled all this way for nothing. 
Besides, |’ve always been comfortable in 
the water and the cool fjord waters would 
soon make me feel better. 

| entered the water with difficulty. The 
extremely sharp and slippery rocks made 
it tough to find a foothold. The current 
was vicious and only with great effort was 
| able to get my fins on. | was glad no one 
was watching as | floundered ungraceful- 
ly in the current toward the descent 
point. As | descended past a pea soup 
layer into a jet black zone of water, my 
egregious error of not becoming familiar 
with local dive conditions became more 
obvious—mistake number two. Also, | 
couldn't watch my ascending bubbles or 
check my gauges because Sven had my 
flashlight. The water became extremely 
cold and | was shivering under my dry- 
suit. My fingers were getting numb. | 
didn’t know the temperature at the bot- 
tom of a fjord is 39°F year-round. 


Colorado 80322-2595. 


At the bottom, visibility was much bet- 
ter and | found myself kneeling on a field 
of starfish. My dive guide found me and 
motioned for me to follow him along the 
bottom, alongside the pile of rocks that 
made up the base of the wall. 

| realized then that | was terribly over- 
weighted. Afterward, | found out the dive 
shop operator erred in converting 
American pounds into European kilo- 
grams. | kept adding air to my drysuit in 
an attempt to become neutrally buoyant. | 
hoped the soft bodies and regenerative 
abilities of the starfish would help the 
colony survive my swath of destruction. | 
don’t remember ever feeling so cold, ex- 
hausted and miserable. 

My guide indicated it was time to as- 
cend, which was very difficult for me in my 
overweighted condition. | added more air 
to my drysuit and finally reached a point 
where | could ascend slowly and comfort- 
ably. | was enjoying the best part of the 
dive as | left the more frigid waters of the 
fiord’s depths and floated up a vast wall 
completely covered with white anemones. 

My enjoyment was short-lived, howev- 
er. Diving with unfamiliar equipment and 
not being properly trained in its use was 
my third and most serious mistake. The 
great amount of air | poured into my dry- 
suit was expanding rapidly. Soon, | was 
shooting toward the surface. My numb 
fingers finally found their way to the air re- 
lease button of the drysuit and | slowed 
to amore controlled ascent. | tried stop- 
ping at 15 feet to give myself time to de- 
compress but the current and surge 
were too strong for me. 

On the surface, Sven couldn’t under- 
stand why | refused to descend the other 
side of the wall; | floated on my back, 
kicking lazily back to shore. He seemed 
annoyed when | made him carry all my 
equipment up to the van by himself. 

On the drive back to my hotel, Sven 
confided he hoped to soon obtain his in- 
structor’s certificate and that a good part 
of his income was dependent on gener- 
ous tips from satisfied customers such 
as myself. = 
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There are 3 very good reasons for the immense popularity of rag. 
our Matrix dive computer. First, it’s loaded with features, 
aTelED Te Ut atzaqe{e) Co) ex eceye Coxe Om y-Vemred <0) ekcMier= ch eons cr ‘ 
numerals, a 10-dive memory and user-replaceable 
batteries. Second, it’s extremely versatile. The Matrix 
module is available in our Pivot® boot (shown), as well 
as wrist-mount or hose-mount configurations. And 
third, it’s very affordable. So you get to dive with 

a full-function computer without getting financially 
soaked! For a close look at our value-packed Matrix, ae 
visit the U.S. Divers dealer near you, and gear up with 
the #1 Team on the planet. 
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She says, “This is 
an area the size of the 
United States that has been 
sampled with a spoon.’ 
Much of the technology 
needed to assist in such deep 
exploration already exists. 
And whether Dr. Earle 1s 
snorkeling or diving with 
the advanced robotics 
that she helped develop, 
her Rolex is always a part 
of her gear. “Having spent a 
significant part of my adult 
life studying the oceans, I 
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Dr. Earle piloting Deep Rover in her record-breaking 1000 meter dive. 









“Our future depends appresiate. | 

‘ the difficulty 

on taking care of the sea and ofcreatinga 

its vital, living treasures.” nee 

Dr. Sylvia Earle ree ae 

withstand 

For Dr. Sylvia Earle, one of the world’s all the 

leading marine biologists, there is nothing more pressures 
important than the quest to explore, study and and corrosive elements of a 
protect the planet's oceans. saltwater environment,” says 
Dr. Earle’s recent book, Sea Change, tells _ Sylvia, “and that is precisely what 
how mankind’s abuse of the ocean depths has : my Rolex has done, dive after 


dive. I wouldn’t consider 
going underwater 
without it.” 


disrupted the planetary systems that are essential 
for human survival. It also explains why she 
insists on deeper investigation. 
Currently, Dr. Earle is 
working to access the 


very deepest parts of 
the Pacific. 















ROLEX 


Rolex Oyster Perpetual Submariner Date Chronometer in stainless steel and 18kt gold with matching Fliplock Oyster bracelet. 
Write for brochure. Rolex Watch U.S.A., Inc., Dept. 290, Rolex Building, 665 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022-5383. 
Rolex, WwW, Oyster Perpetual, Submariner, Fliplock and Oyster are trademarks. 
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